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Message from the President 
   
 
December 21, 2015 

Dear Eller cousins, 

I hope you are ready for Christmas, its coming whether we are ready or not! 

I will be spending Christmas with my sister in Arizona this year.  It’s supposed to 
be about 80 degrees in Houston for Christmas   Strangely enough AZ weather 
should be cooler, only in the 60s there.  I will try to soak up some AZ sunshine 
while I’m there. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Eller Chronicles.  You can read the chronicles 
of our trip to Germany and Austria this past summer.  It looks like we found a 
relative over there!  Through DNA testing we found an Eller that matches the 
John Jacob Eller line.  We are waiting for our DNA expert, Tom Eller, to explain 
the details to us.  While in Germany we visited 2 different Eller families and 
another Eller family in Austria.  We were able to collect DNA from those 
families.  So, it was a profitable trip in that respect. 

As for myself, I profited in bringing home some German and Austrian chocolate 
  I was excited to visit a chocolate factory (Ladele) in Austria, with our hosts 
Siegfried and Martha Eller.  They also took us up in the mountains to a beautiful 
lake, Lunersee.  That evening Martha made some great vegetable soup and apple 
strudel.  Some of the vegetables were picked fresh from her garden. 

It was great to meet so many nice Ellers in a totally different part of the world.  I 
was amazed that they could understand my German, although often times I was 
puzzled by their German.  I tried to explain to them that my ears were English 
and had trouble understanding German! 

Hopefully we will have the DNA results to post in our next Eller Chronicles. 

Your EFA President, 

Lauren Liggett (missliggy@yahoo.com) 

 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com


Message from the Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 

Hello to all the Eller Family Association from Southern California.  Betty and I 
are here for three weeks and will be going home on Jan 6, 2016.  It is cool here at 
night but in the 70 range in the daytime.  This is the first time in a few years that 
all our Children and Grandchildren will be together for Christmas. 
 
I want to wish all of our Eller Family Association members and Family a very 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
 
I want every one of our members to make a New Year’s pledge to send in articles 
for our Chronicles. Send to our Editor Randy Poplin.  A good start for all 
members is to tell us about your family Christmas and what you and your family 
did.  This can be a short or long article.  Just think what it would be to open up 
your February issue of the Chronicles and find a note from a hundred members.  
Brothers and Sister lets make this happen. 
 
I had a very nice trip to Germany in August of this year.  We found out a lot 
about the Eller's.  Read the story in this issue. 
 
With all of your help let’s make this the best year ever for our Chronicles.  Send 
Randy all of your stories. 
 
Merry Christmas 
 
Ed and Betty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Searching for Ellers in Germany and Austria 2015 
 

Ever wonder what would it be like to journey to Germany and Austria to search for 
missing Ellers?  That is exactly what Lauren (Eller) and Dan Liggett (Houston, TX), Ed 
Eller (Dalton, GA) and Anna (Eller) Bliss (Mesa, AZ) did in August, arriving at the 
Frankfurt airport on August 20, 2015.  Read about their excellent Eller adventure below. 
 

 
 



From Frankfurt, they rented a car and drove northwest to Düsseldorf-Eller, home of the 
Eller Castle. 

 

 
 

The following day (Friday, Aug 21), the group visited Eller Castle (Schloss Eller) in the morning. 
On the castle was a family crest with similarities to the Eller crest adopted by the EFA.  The 
grounds included outbuildings and paths through the garden and trees. It was very peaceful and 
exciting at the same time.  While the Ellers responsible for the castle probably were not connected 
to any of the lines involved in the EFA, visiting the 
Eller Castle was still something special.  
 
A nearby train station (Bahnhof) called 
Düsseldorf-Eller Süd (Eller South) suddenly 
became a tourist spot for this group.  It was fun 
watching the trains go by. A few even stopped to 
pick up passengers. 
 
By the afternoon, it was time to drive on to Bonn 
to meet with some Ellers that had been in contact 
with Lauren (Eller) Liggett before the trip. In 
March of 2015, Anja Eller, originally from Bonn, 
Germany and currently living and working in 
Mexico City, Mexico, recognized some pictures in 
an old Eller Chronicles (May 1993, p. 86) as she looked around Eller.org.   She grew up with those 
very portraits hanging in her home and her mother still has them in her flat in 
Bonn.  In the Chronicles, they were identified as Johann Simon Eller (1746-
1820) and Clara Reiss Eller (1764-1874) both on the pictures and in an article 

posted by Klaus Napp-Zinn 
where he listed them as his 
ancestors.  In another edition of 
the Chronicles (August 1992), 
Anja noticed a picture that bore 
a strong resemblance to both her 
father, Rudolf Eller, and her 
father’s uncle, August Louis 
Eller.   This picture was among 
several pictures posted in that issue by Olivia 



Daniels Cunningham of Ashville, NC for the purpose of asking if anyone could identify any of 
them.  The caption mentioned that the pictures came from the home of Rev. Joseph P. Eller of 
Weaverville, NC, which was later occupied by Lucius F. Eller and Carl Eller.  The resemblance to 
Anja’s father and great uncle would seem to make a connection between Anja and these North 
Carolina Ellers likely.  
The recognition of these pictures in the Chronicles encouraged Anja to contact someone associated 
with the Eller Family Association.  She first emailed Joe and Dean Eller who then forwarded it on 
to Lauren Liggett, current president of the EFA.  Lauren communicated back and forth with Anja 
and mentioned the trip that Lauren planned to make to Germany late in August.  Anja suggested 
that Lauren should visit her sister Caro (Eller) Pause in Bonn while in Germany.  The timing might 
work out to see Anja as well since she planned to be visiting Germany about that same time.  And 
so it was that Lauren (Eller) Liggett, her sister Anna (Eller) Bliss and their uncle Ed Eller had an 
opportunity to meet up with Ellers from Bonn. 
 
The gathering was only for about 4 hours in total, but the time flew by and seemed like a reunion of 
sorts.  Caro and her husband Aljoscha welcomed the group into their home, Anja and Ben would be 
arriving later. After introductions and offered refreshments, the travelling Ellers were led to the 
back patio where everyone could spread out and talk. Ed started talking about the EFA, his John 
Jacob Eller book and Ancestry.com (Ancestry.de in Germany).  While the discussion was mostly in 
English, Lauren picked up the slack by interjecting some German where needed.  
 
Once the discussion turned to Caro’s family, some interesting 
details started to surface.   Evidently, during World War II, all 
Germans had to prove they were German back at least 4 
generations. Caro produced some pictures of past generations 
of her recent Eller ancestors and then showed the group two 
spiral bound books (memoirs) of her (and Anja’s) late father 
Rudolf Eller and his father Christian Eller, both of which 
contained family trees.  Between the two books, the 
information went back several generations to the 1700s.  
Pictures were taken of the family trees (and some of the memoirs and pictures) that led to later 
research, but the group moved inside for delicious cake (flat pudding on a crust with sliced apples) 
and coffee just as Anja and Ben arrived. The details found so far were repeated and expanded and  
everyone was getting excited about the possibilities. All too soon it was time to part ways.  

   
            Ed, Ben and Anja         Ben, Anja, Aljoscha and Caro 



 
                                    Ed and Anja                                                 Caro and Anja 

 

 
                                                    Caro, Anna, Lauren, Anja and Ed  
   

 
While no obvious connections had been made, previous generations of these Ellers from 
Bonn had originated in Alzey, Germany (the next destination).  Alzey (pronounced altsai) 
is just a few kilometers to the west of Gau-Odernheim, the origin point of the Erie Ellers, 
whose DNA has already been proven to be closely connected to the John Jacob Eller line.  
And so, a DNA kit was left with the Bonn Ellers to send to their uncle Wilhelm Eller, who 
lives in Paris, France.  The completed DNA kit from Wilhelm Eller was eventually 
forwarded to Ed, who has since sent it in for testing for the Eller DNA Project, sponsored 
by the Eller Family Association. 
 
 
 
 



Later research of Klaus’s ancestry in the Eller Chronicles (May 1993, p. 88) showed 
Johann Simon Eller to be Caro and Anja’s 4th Great Grandfather and Klaus Napp-Zinn’s 
3rd Great Grandfather, making Caro/Anja and Klaus Napp-Zinn 2nd cousins once removed 
(their father Rudolf and Klaus were 2nd cousins). Their nearest common ancestor was 
Klaus’s Great Grandfather Ludwig ("Louis") Eller (1823-1892).  
 
 

 
      
After spending the night just down the street from Caro’s house, the U.S. Ellers headed 
south to Alzey, Germany (a few kilometers southwest of Mainz) to see what further clues 
could be found of the Eller ancestry.  

 

 
 
After locating a place to stay on the outskirts of Alzey, the group went on their first 
journey to a German cemetery in Alzey. The gravesites were extremely well kept as would 
become a common trait for all the cemeteries visited. This one was so large that it took a 
couple of hours to cover all the rows of gravestones looking for Ellers. Unfortunately, the 
known Ellers from Alzey were in the 1700s, so only a couple of relatively modern Eller 
stones were found. The real find in the Alzey cemetery was meeting Herr Heitz (Mr. 
Heitz).  Lauren and Ed talked to him.  While he did not know any Ellers himself, he did 
know a man named Herr Braun, who was a local historian with many records of the area. 
He wrote down the name Rolf Braun (later found to actually be Gerd Braun) and the name 
of his town (AZ-Heimersheim) and street (Am Holchen) from memory.  Heir Heitz was the 
first of several total strangers that were very helpful to these four strange Americans 
walking through cemeteries looking for the name Eller on the gravestones. 



 
 
            
Not knowing just how to approach finding Herr 
Braun, the first destination the next day was the 
church in Gau-Odernheim (St. Rufus 
Lutheran/Catholic Church).  Not wanting to 
disturb the service already in process, the group 
only walked the grounds.  Not seeing any nearby 
cemetery, it was decided to drive around town 
looking for one.  After driving up a road away 
from the town and toward a vineyard, the group 
had stopped to take a few pictures when along 
came a father and daughter jogging by.  After a 
short conversation, a new German vocabulary 
word was learned.  It seems that the German word for cemetery or 
graveyard is Friedhof.  With directions to the Friedhof from new 
found friends, it was time to walk the rows of graves looking for 
Ellers.  Soon after starting to walk, it was evident that the 
cemetery was just on the other side of the wall from the parking lot of the church just 
visited.   
 
 
In the Gau-Odernheim cemetery, Lauren 
met a local retired teacher and 
headmaster for primary school (45 years) 
who spoke some English – Herr Mayer.  
He and his wife actually invited the 
group to their home nearby where they 
would contact a gentleman by the name 
of Helmut Schmahl, a local historian and 
specialist in emigrants to America.  
Orange juice, water and wine were 
offered while waiting for Herr Schmahl 
to return the phone call. They were so 
nice to total strangers. 
 



 
Herr Schmahl was able to provide a quick report and said he would email Ed any 
information he could find on John Jacob Eller, John Melchoir Eller or Christian Eller born 
in the first part of the 1700s and emigrating before 1750.   He has access to local birth and 
baptism records and can find other records online (to which he directed in his email).  In 
his quick search, he did not find much near Gau-Odernheim and said that the name 
Melchoir was not popular in the area at that time frame.  He also said that finding people at 
that time without exact dates and locations of birth was very difficult.  He referred to 
church records that were online that he had checked for Alzey, Gau-Odernheim and nearby 
Dolgesheim, but information did not seem to match. In the email, he mentioned other 
nearby towns whose records could be searched, including Wonsheim (prominent in 
Klaus’s family) and Eimsheim (a town that was on the list to visit).  He also suggested 
looking though the two volume book of the History of Gau-Odernheim (in Herr Mayer’s 
possession), but no Ellers were found there.  
 
Downtown Alzey proved to be a great place for 
a late lunch. The first of what would be 3 
lunches in Alzey was at Weinstube Hotel 
Komer with each trying something different. 
Anna had Saumagen mit Brot, Ed had 
Winzerteller (steak with “eller” in it), Lauren 
had Schnitzel Pilze and Zwiebeln and Dan had 
Korkenzieher Bolanais (picture right). 2 large 
(.75 liter) bottles of still water (Wasser) were 
shared. If only Wasser was requested, 
carbonated (sparkling) water would be served, 
so Still Wasser had to be specified.  
 
After an afternoon of internet 
searching, the next day (Monday) it 
was time to try to locate Herr Braun 
from the information that Herr Heitz, 
our contact at the Alzey cemetery, 
had provided (name, town and street). 
It eventually became apparent that 
AZ-Heimersheim actually meant the 
town of Heimersheim (just west of 
Alzey) in the region of Alzey (AZ).  
And so, Lauren, the designated 
driver, drove the group to 
Heimersheim in search of a street 
called Am Hochen.  Fortunately, the 
street was short and it only took one 
attempt to find where Herr Braun 
lived. Once his house was located and the bell was rung, Herr Braun and his wife quickly 
invited everyone into their home. As with the others, they were quickly willing to help total 
strangers.  Amazing.  It was soon discovered that his name was actually Gerd Braun and 
that Herr Heitz had called him to let him know to expect visitors from America.  After 
introductions, Herr Braun revealed that he had also been a teacher (Math and Sports) and 



that he knew Herr Schmahl and actually went to school with Herr Mayer. Communication 
was interesting since his English was rusty, but between his English and Lauren’s German, 
the purpose of the visit became apparent. He was very helpful.  
 
Herr Braun displayed his spreadsheets of 
emigration records from which he searched 
for some of the names provided, including 
Johann Jacob Eller and Johann Melchoir 
Eller.  Herr Braun has actually authored a 
couple of books about emigrants from the 
area. He also looked through some microfilm 
picture files he had of local church records 
for them and for Casper Eller. Of course, 
these were handwritten and low quality, so 
the process was slow. While nothing new was 
found directly, Herr Braun did note that there 
were a lot of Eller records in the Alzey area if 
there was time to explore them all. He mentioned other towns nearby like Hillesheim, 
Eimsheim and Dolgesheim.  Eimsheim was already on the list of potential locations and 
the other two were on the way, so the next destination was set.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After lunch in downtown Alzey again, this time at Ristorante Armando (Italian), rain 
started falling and the group almost packed it in for the day.  However, the rain was light, 
so perhaps driving to nearby towns might be worthwhile.  That was the understatement of 
the entire trip. 

 
The first town to explore would be Eimsheim, a few kilometers to the east of Gau-
Odernheim.  Not having any contacts, the cemetery seemed to be the best place to start. 
However, it was hard to find since it was on the far edge of town and not near the church. 
One of the locals graciously led the way to it once Friedhof was pronounced correctly 
(freedhof). The cemetery was fairly small, but it contained at least 14 Ellers on gravestones 
or monuments there (a motherlode of Ellers). Some were as recent as 2006, so, more than 
likely, Ellers must still live in or around Eimsheim. A few more Eller graves were found in 
nearby Dolgesheim and Hillesheim, but Eimsheim had the most by far. Pretty good for a 
rainy day.  

 

 
 



 

 
 

Eimsheim Cemetery GPS Coordinates



Without a contact person in Eimsheim, 
the cemetery there seemed the only 

information to be found. That evening, 
an internet search for information on 
Eimsheim revealed that the current 

Bürgermeister (mayor) of Eimsheim 
was Hans-Joachim Eller.   An email 

address, phone number and street 
address were listed, so a meeting was 

arranged at his home the next morning.  
It turns out that he and his wife live 

just down the street from the cemetery 
in Eimsheim. 

 
Hans-Joachim Eller and his wife Martina 
proved to be very friendly and happy to discuss Eller ancestry. He is also a teacher as well as the 
mayor. He mentioned he has a cousin that lives in Philadelphia. One of the gravestones discovered 
the day before was his first wife Ursula. Another was shared by his father Heinrich Eller, mother 
Anna Eller, grandfather Peter Eller and grandmother Julianne Eller.  
 
He produced a family tree chart that was 
in the shape of a semi-circle. It went 
back 3 generations for the Ellers and as 
many as 7 generations for other 
ancestors. The chart also included what 
they believed to be their Eller family 
crest, which was quite different from the 
one the EFA uses. It incorporated 
squirrels and was mainly green.  
 
 
 

 
 

A history of Eimsheim that Hans-Joachim 
Eller put together as part of his mayoral duties 
revealed several Ellers as mayor of Eimsheim 
over the years.  Amongst them were Paul 
Eller (1680-1707), his son Christian Eller 
(1707-?), Johann Friedrich Eller (1753-?) and 
more recently Georg Eller II (1946-1964). 
Presumably, these past Eller mayors of 
Eimsheim were ancestors of Hans-Joachim, 



but he did not have any information to indicate that for sure.  
An article in the May 1988 edition of the Eller Chronicles (p. 5) was found later that mentioned 
several Ellers in Eimsheim and Dolgesheim, some of whom were mayors.  This was in an article 
entitled Descendants of Jakob Eller (1590-1640) (Germany), compiled by Georg Eller and 
translated by Louise Eller.  There certainly was a lot of information in those early Chronicles.  
 
When the discussion touched on the Eimsheim cemetery, he insisted that it was the “new” 
cemetery.  There was an older one that was in disrepair and too dangerous to visit right now 
because some trees had fallen recently.  Too bad. 
 
When the Eller DNA Project for the EFA was mentioned, he agreed to the DNA test, which was 
administered on the spot.  After returning to the United States, Ed sent that off to be tested. Who 
knows, he could be a long lost cousin.  Keep your fingers crossed. 
 

 
 

 
Once again, a late lunch in Alzey, this time at Alte Post. 
 
In the afternoon, it was time to 
visit Wonsheim (a few kilometers 
northwest of Alzey).  Many of 
Klaus Napp-Zinn’s ancestors were 
once in Wonsheim.  2 more Ellers 
(Konrad-1947 and Peter-1914) 
were found in the Friedhof of 
Wonsheim.  
 
After breakfast the next day 
(Wednesday, August 26), it was 
time to head for Austria to meet 
Siegfried Eller and his family that 
Lauren had corresponded with 
before the trip.  In April of 2015, 
Lauren Liggett responded to an email sent to the Eller Family Association back in 2013 by 
Siegfried Eller of Thüringen, Austria.  She introduced herself and mentioned that she 
hoped to be making a trip to Germany in August and wondered if he would be interested in 
connecting with some Ellers from America.  After several emails back and forth and the 



firming of the trip to Germany, 
they agreed to meet in Austria. 
Evidently, his family was 
originally from the Tirol area of 
Austria, close to Italy, but his 
father moved to the eastern part of 
Austria to work before World War 
II. 
 
The drive to Austria from Alzey, 
Germany took about 6 hours 
(including lunch) on the autobahn. 
The guesthouse Siegfried arranged 
for the group (Gasthaus Rossle 
Egger) was in Nenzing, Austria, 
about 7 km from their home in Thüringen.  What a view of the nearby mountains. Dinner 
at the hotel was superb and later in the evening Siegfried and his wife Martha stopped by 
for a brief introductory visit.  Plans were made to do some local site-seeing the next day 
before going to their home for an extended visit.  
 
 
The next morning, Siegfried and Martha came to the hotel to gather the group, then headed 
east toward Bludenz and up into the mountains.  Taking a cable car up to Lünersee, a 
natural Alpine lake high in the mountains, scenic views were all around. What a wonderful 
site to behold.   Mountain hiker trails are everywhere. Taking advantage of the restaurant at 
the top, a lunch of wiener schnitzel outdoors in the mountains at 1970m is quite the 
experience. 

 



 

 



Traveling back down the cable car, past all the gorgeous mountain scenes and driving back 
through Bludenz, a stop at the Lädele Chocolate Factory store (Milka) was part of the tour. 
Lauren just had to buy a 2kg assortment of chocolates.  
 

 

 
 

Then it was on through Ludensch to Thüringen and the home of Siegfried and Martha Eller.  
A tour of their house concluded with a demonstration of how Martha makes apple strudel  

(quite the process). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As the discussion moved to their Eller family history, Siegfried brought out several documents 
from the 1940s that were copies of their family’s requirement to prove four generations of their 
German heritage (even in Austria). The sad purpose behind this requirement was very sobering.  
Most of the documents were from his aunt Sofia Eller and several pictures were displayed as well.  
Enough information was available to identify his family back to the early 1800s. 
 

     
         

 
 
 
While a connection to the known Eller lines 
involved in the EFA was a long shot, 
Siegfried was still willing to participate in 
the Eller DNA Project, so his DNA was 
collected and sent in for testing. Who knows 
what interesting new results that might 
produce?  



 
Later, Siegfried took the group to the Friedhof in Ludensch where his parents were buried 
and then on to the extremely old church (founded around 700 a.d. if memory serves) where 
Siegfried and Martha were married.  There were some stories there. 
 

 
 

Then back to the house for dinner on their patio and the strudel for dessert.   Near dusk, 
Siegried’s brother Kurt and sister Brigitte stopped by to chat as well.  What a day.  
 
Well, all journeys must come to an end. On Friday morning, the long drive began back to 
Frankfurt to fly home on Saturday. 
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What we know about the Eller Castle also known as Schloss Eller 
Contributed by Anna Bliss 

 
Archeological findings tell of a continuous settlement in Eller, Germany, near Dusseldorf, from 
the second century A.D. There are no indications if it was originally a Roman or Germanic 
settlement. Eller was recorded first in 1218 as "Elnere" in a register of the convent of 
Gerresheim. In 1151 there was a knight mentioned as Gumpert of Elnere as a sub reeve of the 
reeve of Hitdorf. He was witness for 
the City rights of Düsseldorf in 1288. 
The main core of Eller today is called 
Alt-Eller (Old Eller). 
 
In the year 1870, the town of Eller had 
1000 inhabitants. It was the time of the 
Industrial Revolution.  Since 1872, two 
railway lines run across Eller which 
has its own station. In 1896, Eller got 
an office of mayor.  In 1901, Eller got 
a new Catholic Church, and a new 
mayor’s office. In 1905, a Protestant 
Church was started there. Eller became 
a borough of Dusseldorf in 1909.  In 
that year, Eller had about 10,000 inhabitants and an area of 6.15 km.  As of 2006, the population 
of Eller was 29,779.  
 
The Castle of Eller was first mentioned in 1309. The building was enlarged in 1469.  It has been 
suggested to be the most beautiful Castle in Dusseldorf.  The Castle was knocked down in 1826, 
except for the tower and substituted by a new Castle.  From 1843 to 1882 Princess Louise of 
Prussia lived in the Castle Eller and three children were born there.  It is not clear if the castle 
was built by, or ever lived in, by any Eller family members.  Perhaps it was named after the 
small town of Eller near Dusseldorf.  The last known Eller living in the area was Drosten 
Christian Ludwig Von Eller, who was the last to carry the baronetcy title.  He evidently did not 
have any children.  His nephew Carl Heinrich Christian Wilhelm Von Eberstein, who was a 
Royal Prussian Major, inherited some of the Eller estates. In 1819 emblems of the two families 
(Von Eller and Von Eberstein) were combined to create the Coat of Arms as seen on the castle. 
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Princess Louise's son, Prince Alexander, sold the castle in 1883 to Friedrich Vohwinkel, an industrialist, 
who used Schloss Eller only as a summer residence and as the lodge for his many hunting parties. It 
became his permanent home in 1898. Upon his death, ownership passed to his son-in-law, Hermann von 
Kruger, who married Clara Vohwinkel in 1871 at the church in Eller. He made improvements to the 
grounds, and it was from him, that the outbuildings and park got its present form. In 1938 they sold the 
castle along with the remaining lands for 2.4 million Reichsmark to the city of Dusseldorf. Hermann 
Kruger died after a long illness on April 2, 1940 in Dusseldorf-Eller.  His widow Clara died in 1954.  
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The city of Dusseldorf had initially intended to expand the Eller Castle Park, but the Second 
World War prevented any far reaching plans. In the following years, the building served as a 
temporary home of the Hitler Youth.  It was confiscated, after the Second World War by 
American and British troops and then used as a nursing home.  In 1950, the entire castle grounds 
held a big folk festival for the public.  In 1959, a water playground was opened on the grounds, 
but it was demolished and rebuilt in 2014.  In 1969, Schloss Eller was completely renovated.  
However the renovation was not based on any historic preservation and the interior of the palace 
was rather spoiled.  In October, 1973 the castle grounds in Eller were designated as an adventure 
playground.  There was a fashion school in the manor for a few years, but it closed in 2003.  The 
mansion stood empty for 7 years.  It was finally decided to renovate the mansion using historic 
preservation aspects.  The firm RKW (Rhode Kellermann Wawrowsky) renovated and reopened 
the mansion on March 6, 2010.  The state rooms of the 19th century were restored by exposing 
bricked doorways, painted over paneling and wall friezes.  Ancient masonry of the 15th century 
has been made visible.  The IDR (Industrieterrains Dusseldorf-Reisholz) is the operator of the 
manor house and rents the rooms for meetings, seminars, weddings, public receptions and 
private parties.  A festive dinner was held there on January 28, 2014 for Sweden’s Crown 
Princess Victoria and her husband Prince Daniel. 
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This information was taken from Wikipedia for Dusseldorf-Eller.   Also from notes of J. Gerald Eller in 
a February, 1988 Eller Chronicles issue. 
 

 
P.S.  We have preliminary results from the DNA tests and it looks like Hans-Joachin Eller, the 
Burgermeister of Eimsheim,  is connected to the John Jacob Eller line. Not confirmed about the other 
two tests at this point.  We have to wait for Tom Eller to report the findings to confirm any details. 
Unfortunately, no more details will be available for this issue of the chronicles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 28                    THE ELLER CHRONICLES                               Volume XXI, Issue 22 
 

Hints for Traveling in Germany… 
by Dan and Lauren Liggett 

 
Ever thought about traveling to Germany to find your Eller roots?  Well, there are a lot of 
details to traveling. From airplanes to car rentals to hotels and guest houses, many options 
abound. Can you survive such a long plane flight?  What should you pack? Oh, and what 
about meals?  The following are lessons learned by Lauren and Dan Liggett while traveling 
in Germany and Austria with Anna Bliss and Ed Eller in 2015. 
 
Lesson #1: If you are traveling with other people, try to connect with them in the States, not 
in a foreign airport.  Lauren and Dan came from Houston and Anna and Ed met up in 
Atlanta.  All of us were to arrive in Frankfort within a 30 minute window. Anna and Ed 
arrived close to the scheduled time, but Dan and Lauren’s plane was 3 hours late due to 
mechanical problems during their connection in Newark.  That’s another thing. If at all 
possible, take a direct flight. It reduces the chance of delay and baggage problems. 
Lesson #2:  Choose wisely when selecting airline seats.  Seats to the front of a section are 
where infants are often riding. Seats at the back of a section are where people stand while 
waiting to visit the lavatory.  Aisle seats are very convenient for getting up and moving 
around.  Window seats are easier for sleep purposes since you have a wall to lean against, but 
you have to climb over people to get up. 
Lesson #3:  Pack as lightly and with as few pieces of luggage as possible. Remember, you 
have to drag your own suitcase around and sometimes up a couple of flights of stairs.  
However, do not count on laundry facilities always being available. Only the largest towns 
have a laundromat.  You may have to use a service to wash your clothes or you could bring 
laundry soap to wash out some things in the sink or tub and let them dry overnight. 
Lesson #4: Get one of those neck pillows for sleep to minimize getting a sore neck. The 
blow-up travel kind is very handy since they can be stowed away easily.  Consider ear plugs 
while you’re picking up travel gear.  They will dull the ambient noises and let you sleep a 
little more soundly.  Also, check what types of electrical plugs are used at your destinations. 
Most razors and chargers can handle the voltages (check for 220v ability), but a plug adapter 
will probably be needed. 
Lesson #5: To minimize jet lag on a trip longer than 8 hours, try to sleep as much as possible 
on the flight (either way) and then be sure to stay awake at your destination until 10pm.  
You will still wake up early for a few days, but going without sleep for an extraordinary 
amount of time also adds physical fatigue to the mix which makes jet lag even worse. 
Lesson #6: Be sure to drink plenty of water during the flight. Not only can you get very 
dehydrated, but it will give you an excuse to get up and walk to the lavatory. You need to 
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get up and move around to minimize muscle fatigue and the possibility of blood clots. 
Stretch and do some bending exercises will you are up. 
Lesson #7:  Be conscious of people patterns on a long flight. Soon after a meal is served, 
everybody needs to visit the necessary room. If you get up and take care of your business as 
soon as your meal is finished, you will be one of the first. If you wait for the natural course 
of events, you will be waiting in line.  Just prior to landing is another high traffic time. 
When you feel the descent for landing start is a good time to take care of it to avoid the 
rush.  
Lesson #8: Be sure to rent a car with a GPS system and designate one person to learn how to 
use it. Get oriented with it before leaving the car rental agency.  The first priority should be 
to find the setting on the GPS that puts it into English mode.  Learn to enter addresses or 
locations as destinations. If the GPS has them, learn how to use features that search for the 
closest hotels or restaurants or gas stations.  Purchase a German map for confirmation of the 
GPS instructions, but be warned that their maps are very busy and difficult to read, 
especially away from the autobahn. 
Lesson #9: Bring plenty of Euros.  A lot of places do not take credit cards. Also, you may 
have to pay for the use of a bathroom, especially along the autobahn. The charge is usually 
75c or 1 Euro.  Pay attention to your receipt (yes, you get one). It may be a coupon for 50c 
off a product in their store. 
Lesson #10: Summer visitors should not expect to find air conditioning everywhere 
including their hotel.  It is not all that common to have air conditioning in Germany.  
However, you can ask for a fan (ventilator) at the hotel desk. 
Lesson #11: Someone who knows German would be very helpful, especially if there is a need 
to ask questions.  Away from the airport, very few signs or menus are in English. Most of the 
people speak a little English, but it is often very little. Communication can become a serious 
problem.  Everyone should learn a few German words at least, such as numbers up to 10, 
water, bathroom, gasoline, thank you, etc. For those exploring genealogy, the word for 
cemetery is Friedhof (pronounced freed-hof). Many villages have signs pointing to their 
Friedhof that can be very helpful if you know what it means.  Autobahn exits are labeled 
Ausfahrt and entrances to business may be marked Einsfahrt. 
Lesson #12:  Be willing to try things, but also be aware of what you are asking for.  Almost 
any meal can be an adventure.  Some of the German words on a menu may be familiar like 
wurst or wiener schnitzel.  You may know that Wasser is water, but be warned that if you 
ask for Wasser, it will usually be sparkling water at restaurants in Germany.  If you want 
water without fizz, you have to specify still Wasser. Speaking of restaurants, note that 
tipping is strictly voluntary and not really expected.  In fact, the waiter or waitress may 
refuse to take your tip. 
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Lesson #13:  Don’t be afraid to talk to strangers in a Friedhof (cemetery).  Most of our 
contacts with people in Germany were the result of asking locals questions.  They were all 
very eager to help us out. Some even invited 4 crazy Americans into their homes, helped us 
contact other people and even fed us or at least offered us a drink. 
Lesson #14:  Try not to be overburdened with your schedule.  Allowing extra time and even 
extra days in an area just might be the key to a breakthrough since you never know what 
you will find. 
Lesson #15: Bring a digital camera (or use your phone) and take pictures of everything. You 
can always delete what you don’t want later.  Sometimes you take a picture of something 
that doesn’t really appear to me relevant to your search that later becomes very important. 
You never know. 
Lesson #16:  At least one person in the group needs to bring a computer.  Wifi is available in 
most hotels so you can stay connected to home and you can do research on the fly.  Finding 
new information from a local often leads to further research online. In Germany, 
Ancestry.com becomes Ancestry.de. And, there is always Google. 
Lesson #17:  Bring a battery powered alarm clock.  You never know when you need to be 
sure to be up at a certain time to make an appointment with a Bürgermeister or someone 
else important locally. 
Lesson #18:  Someone should keep a written (or typed) diary of locations, people met, 
information learned, restaurants, hotels, etc.  Keeping a daily diary would get the details 
recorded while they are still fresh in your mind.  
Lesson #19:  Bring sidewalk chalk with you when you visit a cemetery.  Sometimes, the 
engraved lettering seems to blend into the stones as they age.  Chalk creates contrast that 
makes reading the details easier. As an interesting side note, cemeteries in Germany (and 
Austria for that matter) often contain restrooms for public use. 
Lesson #20: Bring paper and a writing instrument wherever you go.  You never know who 
you might run into with information that needs to be written down right then. Or perhaps 
an idea pops into your head that needs recording. 
Lesson #21:  Do as much research as you can before you go and commit the primary names 
and dates to memory (or at least a small card you can carry). That way you don’t have to pull 
out your notebook or bag when you find someone who can look up information for you on 
the spot.  
Lesson #22: If approved by the EFA Eller DNA Project ahead of time, take along a couple of 
DNA test kits. You never know what Ellers might be out there just waiting for you to ask 
them to contribute. 
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Dwight Edson Eller Passed away October 15, 2015. Born March 12, 1931, Milford, Nebraska of an 
original settler family of Nebraska. Raised in Clay Center, Nebraska and Bozeman, Montana, he 
graduated from Bozeman High School and worked as a ranch hand and rodeo cowboy until going on 
active duty with the United States Army in 1952, having been first in the Montana National Guard. After 
serving overseas in France he mustered out in 1954 and moved to Tucson to attend the University of 
Arizona, he then met the love of his life, Patricia and they married in 1955. He graduated in 1960 with a 
J.D. in law, preceded with a B.A. in Finance. After serving as a bailiff to Judge John Molloy he was 
appointed to the Tucson City Attorney's Office 1961 where he worked as an Assistant City Attorney and 
periodically as the City Attorney for 30 years, retiring in 1991. Predeceased by his wife of 46 years, 
Patricia Ingle Eller, and survived by their children, Jill Becker (David), Eric Eller (Joan), and Judith I. 
Eller; grandchildren, Veronica Becker West and Richard Patrick Eller; nephews Galo Hurtado (Robbi) 
and Jon Hurtado (Lynn) and their families; he later remarried and is survived by wife Carla North and 
her children, Matthew (Andrea), Katharine (Dewey), Elizabeth (Matt) and families. Dwight was very 
active in his Alpha Tau Omega fraternity chapter at the U of A and the Antique Automobile Club of 
America, owning many vintage cars over the years. Descending from the German Anabaptists who 
settled western North Carolina in the 1740's, he was also active in the Tucson German-American club 
with his first wife Patricia who had been raised in Prague, Czechoslovakia in the 1930s, and thus spoke 
fluent German. They had many friends who worked for Lufthansa airlines as a result, since Lufthansa 
used Tucson as a training base in the 1960s, and traveled frequently to Europe in retirement to tour and 
visit. He and Carla continued those activities. He was a man who, having been born of the humblest 
beginnings, brought himself up to the highest levels of achievement in education and career through dint 
of moral courage and determination, always determined to do what was right. Raised as a Methodist in 
the Midwest, he was confirmed into the Episcopal Church after marriage, and held this faith firmly and 
deeply to the end of his life. A Memorial Service will be held at Evergreen Memorial Chapel at 3:00 
p.m. on Monday, October 19, 2015, with a reception just off site immediately after. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations in his memory to Classical KUAT, AZPM, P.O. Box 210067, Tucson, 
Arizona 85721 and the Epsilon Beta ATO Alumni Scholarship Fund, 3011 S. Sierra Heights, Mesa, AZ 
85212. Arrangements by EVERGREEN MORTUARY.  
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Reverend Joseph C. Eller (J.C. or Joe), age 72, passed away in a Chattanooga hospital Tuesday 
morning, November 24, 2015. He had been a minister of the gospel for the past 47 years and was 
currently pastoring Son Life Ministries in Cleveland where he has pastored for the last 17 years. 

He was the son the late Maude Crawford and Clifford Eller. He was preceded in death by his sisters, 
Faye and Elizabeth Eller; his brother Ray Eller and nephew, Dennis Eller. 

He is survived by his wife of 53+ years, Judy F. Eller; daughter Patricia Denise (Dale) Walker of 
Cleveland; granddaughters, Amber Walker (Adam) Cook of Etowah, Brittany Walker of Cleveland; 

great-granddaughter, Abby Cook of Etowah; sisters, Gail (G.L.) King, Mary Jane (Keith) McAmis, and 
Linda (Travis) Humbard. Numerous nieces, nephews and cousins also survived him.  

The love of his life was his Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ, first and foremost; his family, his church 
family; riding motorcycles and ministering to those in the Bradley County jail. He just loved people in 

general and never met a stranger.  He will be greatly missed by all who knew him! 
 

A celebration of life funeral service occurred Saturday November 28, 2015 at Philippi Baptist Church 
located at 2325 Old Harrison Pike NW, Cleveland, with brothers Russ Coffey, James Kent, and Travis 

Humbard officiating the service.  The Family requests that all memorials be made to the Son Life 
Ministries Building Fund. 

 
You are invited to share a personal memory of J.C. or your condolences with his family at his online 

memorial located at www.companionfunerals.com 
 

Companion Funeral and Cremation Service and the Cody family are honored to assist the Eller family 
with these arrangements. 

 
 
 

http://www.companionfunerals.com/
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 
The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular family 
line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present generation and those of the 
future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage. 
 
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most 
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.   
 
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated 
family lines worldwide to: 
 Discover and preserve our historical past 
 Report current events and ongoing contributions 
 Develop and expand current family ties 
 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 
 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 
 
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, May, 
August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 17th century 
to the current time is being gathered and made available. 
 
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send with 
check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the Eller Family 
Association to:  
 

Ed Eller 
    Eller Family Association 
    3009 East Walnut Avenue 
                       Dalton, GA  30721 
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Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee 
along with your application for membership. 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 
 
 
President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281)578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President:  Anna Marie Bliss   4217 East Carmel Ave     (480)396-3364 
     Mesa, AZ  85206  ajbliss3343@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706)278-1516 
     Dalton, GA 30721 kermiteller38@gmail.com 
   
Directors:  Joe R. Eller 2610 Nantucket Drive (336)765-7353 
     Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net  

 
 Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive (719)632-2259 
   Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com  
 
 Gene Ellison 137 4th St, PO Box 51 (912)748-4408 
   Meldrin, GA 31318 gcellison2@hotmail.com 
  
 David G. Eller      PO Box 572216  (713)952-9400 
   Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com  
  
Director & Web Master    Harvey Powers 150 Merrymount Rd (434)689-5549 
   Boydton, VA 23917 harv@harveypowers.com 
  
Editor: Randy Poplin 1911 Tara Place  (706)529-7485 
   Dalton, GA 30720 rpoplin@dutil.com  
 
Historian: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281)578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 
  
  
 
Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 
 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 
 To report a change of address 
 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 
     James W. Hook (1957) @ $32 ea 
 
 
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  
 
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 
 
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org 
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