
VOL. VII, No. 4 NOV. 1993 

E ELLER CHRONICLES 
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

ELLER FAMILY CONFERENCE 
PORTLAND, OREGON, JULY 14-18, 1993, 

COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE EFA TOUR: L-R: MARGARET ROGERS BARKER, Anaheim. 
CA, d/o Anna Eller Rogers, gr. d/o Jesse Eller, ; PAT ELLER, Tucson, AZ, (w/o DWIGHT 
ELLER, s/o Mildred Eller, gr. s./o Edson Eller); LEETHA TOXEL RENWICK, San Pedro, CA, 
d/o Daniel Troxel, gr.d./o Nancy Eller Troxel • All great grandchildren of HARVEY AND 
CAROLINE VANNOY ELLER of Wilkes Co. NC, who removed to Iowa in 1852 and later to 
Nebraska. 



ELLER CHRONICLES VOL. Vll-4 NOV 93 

CONTENTS 

1995 EFA CONFERENCE Lynn Eller 268 
1993 EFA RETOSPECTIVES J. Gerald Eller 269 
EFA Long LONG-RANGE PLAN 278 

Proposed New EFA By-Laws 279 
Recruitment 286 
Research 286 
Computer-User Group 289 
Publications 289 
Eller Family Archive 292 
Restoration Projects 293 
EFA Handbook 293 

REGISTERANTS AT CONF. Ill 294 
CONF. Ill PROGRAM 298 
PRESENTATIONS AT CONF. Ill: 

Eller Families - Civil War Byron H. Eller 300 
Henry and Elizabeth Bigler Eller - New Genea-

logy Computer Program Clarice V. Stanley 304 
"Project New Hope" Lynn Eller 306 
Leonard Eller Van Eller 308 
"Old" Peter Graybill Paul J. Phipps 312 

BEHIND THE LINES Byron H. Eller 320 
LEONARD ELLER AND ELIZBETH MAST 326 
MORE ON ENGLISH ELLERS Mr. & Mrs. R. Ella 327 
LAST LETTER FROM KLAUS NAPP- ZINN 328 
ELLERS IN THE NEWS (Ed Eller, Dalton GA) 330 
NECROLOGY 332 
PICTURES FROM EFA CONFERENCE 

GROUP SNAPSHOTS 334 
JAMES W. HOOK AWARD RECIPIENTS 342 
TOUR SNAPSHOTS 344 
BANQUETSNAPSHOTS 351 
HANDICRAFT SNAPSHOTS 354 

Remove ANNOUNCEMENTS stapled to front of this issue. - Please remove 
these and give them your attention - ESPECIALLY THE REQUESTS FOR 
RESPONSES TO THE EFA LONG RANGE PLANS BY NOV. 15, 1993. 



• 

ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

•: .. : .. : .. :••:• ELLER FAMILY CONFERENCE •!••!••: .. :••:• 
JULY 19-23, 1995 

Lynn Eller, President, EFA 

From our initial EFA Conference in 1989 at Salisbury, N.C. to 1991 in Estes 
Park, CO, and most recently this year in Portland, OR, we look to 1995. 
The Eastern location selected is Asheville, N.C. You are urged now to 
begin planning your travel in July 1995 to include, if not target, the 
beautiful area of Western North Carolina. 

ASHEVILLE is very accessible by Interstate routes and other excellent 
roads. Air service into the city is quite adaquate. If you do not find direct 
routing from your location, consider connections through Atlanta, Nash
ville, or Charlotte. 

Your conference committee has already selected the location in Asheville 
for the event. Hotel Radisson will be our conference headquarters. This is 
a twelve story hotel in downtown Asheville. All rooms offer panaramic 
view of the Great Smoky Mountains. 

Early indications point to a large attendance. "Eller Country" sorrounds 
this area. To the north are the Virginia families, to the east are heavy 
concentration of Ellers in Rowan, Wilkes, Ashe and adjacent counties, to 
the west and south we have large communities of Ellers in Graham 
County, NC, Tennessee, and Georgia. Dozens of Eller descendants live in 
northern Buncombe Co., near Asheville. You will find it interesting that Earl 
Eller (George Michael lineage) was mayor of Asheville for 18 years. A large 
plaque is evident in the Asheville airport honoring his long service to the 
community. 

Conference 1995 planners are designing a Wednesday through Sunday 
event much on the lines of previous conferences~ We will definitely plan an 
all day tour again. The Portland excursion on the Columbia River was an 
extraordinary day both for beauty of the area and the splendid 
commaraderie that surfaced and built by the hour. We want to show off 
Western North Carolina to you in 19951 

Aside from the structured conference, we will offer many options for 
sights and sounds you might want to experience. Options for enjoyment 
are visits to the Biltmore House, the Thomas Wolfe museum and house 
(adjacent to the Radisson), and the National Park Service Folk Art Center 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway (15 miles east of Asheville). You may want to 
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go Whitewater Rafting on the Nantahala or other WNC Rivers! . You might 
be interested in visiting the Billy Graham home or the Carl Sandburg 
compound near Hendersonville, or driving northeast a few miles on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway to visit Mount Mitchell the highest point in the eastern 
U.S. The all-day tour which you will be hearing more about in future issues 
will take you on sections of the Blue Ridge Parkway to the west of 
Asheville. 

Watch for future issues of The Chronicles for more information regarding 
CONFERENCE 1995. The exact dates selected for this conference are July 
19-23. Scheduled for Saturday will be dedications in near-by Weaverville, 
NC of the Mary Biffle Eller and Joseph Eller memorial grave stones. For 
those of you who are interested, there will be an extension offered from 
Sunday through Tuesday (July 23-25) for a tour of Wilkes and Ashe 
Counties. Please note the article on the "New Hope Project" in this issue. 

The conference committee invites you to make suggestions and to offer 
comments with regard to activities and events to take place in ASHEVILLE. 
Please direct these to me. On to 1995! 

0000000000 

From J. Gerald Eller-
Retrospectives: Eller Family Conference in Portland, OR 

July 14- 18, 1993 

The Portland Conference completed the 1st series of biennial conferences of 
the International Eller Family Association; the first, (Salisbury, NC, 1989), 
the second, (Estes Park, CO, 1991 ), and the third, (Portland, OR, 1993). As can 
be seen in the above report from Lynn Eller, planning for a 2nd round of 
biennial conferences, beginning in 1995 in Asheville, NC, has already begun. 

At the Portland Conference A. Wm. Eller of Lakewood, Colorado, who led the 
organization as President for the past four years, relinquished the gavel to Lynn 
Eller of Atlanta, GA. The Association expressed its appreciation to Bill for his 
leadership by presenting to him the EFA Distinguished Service Award for 1993. 
Everyone regretted that family commitments took him away from the conference 
after the second day. 

Bill's last contribution, as President, was his assistance in implementing a long
range planning report for the conference. A significant part of this plan was to 
attempt to make no final business or policy decisions at this conference, but to 
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consider informally the report of the long-range planning committee ( J. Gerald 
Eller, Charlotte Marshall and Lynn Eller) and defer final action until the report 
could be circulated to the full membership. We hope and expect Bill's service to 
the EFA to continue well into the future. He helped bring the EFA through its 
formative years to its present level. 

Following informal discussions of the long-range plans, the Board directed that 
the plans and recommendations be made available for comment and sug
gestions from the full EFA membership before the Board takes final action. (The 
Long-Range Planning Committee Report appear elsewhere in this isslJJs) 
This action by the Board demonstrates their intent to keep the membership 
informed and involved in the decision-making processes of the organization. 

Words are inadequate to convey the level of enthusiasm, and warm feelings 
generated at the Portland conference. We believe each of the 1 08 attendees 
from 24 states left the conference with the same feelings expressed by one 
member, "this was a high point in my life which I shall never forget." Ed 
Eller of Dalton, GA said, "I did not believe it possible that I could fly from 
Dalton to Portland, check into a motel where I knew only my sister, and 
spend four of the happiest days of my life with over a hundred people that I 
had never met before." Others have expressed similar sentiments. 

Thanks to the many hours of advance planning by Charlotte Marshall and Lynn 
Eller, every phase of the conference ran smoothly, setting a standard that will 
be difficult to achieve at Cont. IV. The advance work and the assistance of many 
members made this a memorable event in the history of the EFA and the life of 
all who were in attendance. The EFA should declare Charlotte and Lynn 
"Conference Coordinators" for all time. 

The all-day tour, inserted into the program for the first time, proved to be very 
popular. Two loaded motor coaches left the hotel at 9:00 A.M. on Friday and 
traveled along the spectacular Columbia Gorge Scenic Highway adjacent to the 
Columbia River. Frequent stops were made to enjoy the many scenic attractions 
and make pictures. The stop at Bonneville Dam to see the fish ladders and 
many exhibits was instructive and enjoyed by all. 

After lunch at Cascade Locks, we boarded the stern-wheeler "Columbia Gorge" 
for a 2-hour narrated cruise on the mighty Columbia River. This provided for 
much intermingling, visiting, and good fellowship. On the way back to Portland 
we stopped at Multnomah Falls and Crown Point Vista House. From Vista House 
we had a panaramic view for miles of the majestic river and gorge. 

Winnie Green. Chairman of the Elections Committee, presented the new slate of 
nominees, and there being no nominations from the floor, all were elected 
unanimously. Officers are: President - Lynn Eller (Atlanta, GA); Vice-President 
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- Charlotte Eller Marshall (Independence, OR); Secetary-Treasurer - Nancy 
Eller (Crowley, TX); New Board Members: Winnie Eller Green (Lawton, OK), 
Henry R. "Hank" Eller (Spokane, WA), and Joe C. Eller (Houston, TX). They 
join Bethel Eller Stolte (Atwood, KS) and Walton G. Eller (Crowley, TX) who 
agreed to serve another term as members of the Board. When the new Board 
convened on Thursday evening, it marked the first time that all Board Members 
had been present for a meeting. The new Board wasted no time in getting to 
work; another new EFA record will be set this fall when the Board meets in late 
November in Texas. This would be the first board meeting apart from a biennial 
conference. 

Under the new By-Laws the Board is organized with its own Chairman, Vice
Chairman, and Secretary. Henry C. "Hank" Eller was elected as Chairman, 
Joe C. Eller as Vice-Chairman and Winnie Eller Green as Secretary. This 
allows President Lynn Eller, and other EFA officers, to concentrate on imple
metation of policy and project management while the Board will concentrate on 
policy development. This new arrangement is already paying dividends by 
speeding up organizational activities. 

Janine Eller Porter, Chairman of the Awards Committee, announced recipients 
of the top two EFA awards for 1993: Dr. Byron H. Eller (Oroville, CA) - the 
prestigious J . W. Hook Memorial Award and A. Wm. Eller Lakewood, CO, -the 
EFA Distinguished Service Award. 

Nancy Eller, Bethel Eller Stolte and Frances Eller Olson (The Handicraft 
Fair Committee) managed the very successful and interesting events. The sale 
of chances on two beautiful quilts (donated by Charlotte Marshall and Winnie 
Green), two oil paintings, one by Mary (Mrs. Hank) Eller, and another by 
Janine Eller Porter's mother, a valuable rug (donated by Ed Eller) and a silent 
auction on a large range of other crafts, including unique folding stools made by 
master craftsman Myrrel Baldwin, clowns, dolls, and other crafts by Bethel 
Stolte, Nancy Eller and Frances Eller Olsen, cleared over $2000 for the EFA 
Research and Restoration projects. The committee extends their warmest thanks 
to all who brought crafts for sale and to all who purchased chances and bid on 
the various other crafts. The Fair and raffles added much to the enjoyment of 
the occasion as well as money to support EFA worthy projects. 

Sales of the Eller Family Cookbook were brisk with over $600 worth sold. This, 
with previous sales, allowed Lynn and Juanita to more than recoup their 
expenses. All funds beyond costs, goes to the research and restoration projects 
of the EFA. Members who want additional copies for Christmas presents, etc., 
should order soon because all copies will soon be gone (See Order form in 
this issue). As announced earlier, all future copies are now priced at $15.95 
(this includes shipping - send orders to Lynn Eller, or Juanita Eller, addresses 

271 



ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

on back cover). When all copies are sold several hundred additional dollars will 
have been added to the EFA research and restoration funds. 

Some new trends are evident at EFA conferences that we hope will become a 
tradition. One is the increasing number of young people who attend. Another is 
the family vacations and re-unions of extended families, planned to coincide with 
the EFA conferences. The increase in the number of such family groups at 
Portland was a major factor in arousing the enthusiasm and warm feelings that 
pervaded the entire affair. 

At each conference several members came early or remained afterwards to tour 
the surrounding region. This practice in 1995 will likely increase because few 
places offer more spectacular vacation opportunities than Western North 
Carolina. Why not plan a family vacation or reunion to coincide with Cont. IV? 
This is exactly what several members announced they were going to do - go 
home and convince their relatives to join the EFA and make plans for a family 
vacation-reunion at Conf. IV. 

Another welcomed change at this conference was the increased number of 
members who volunteered their assistance for future conferences and other 
EFA activities. This is taken as an indicator that interest in and support of the 
EFA continues to increase, especially among those who attend an EFA con
ference. With the bold planning now under consideration by the Board, many 
opportunities for involvement of more members in the EFA activities will certainly 
be evident in the near future. 

We were especially pleased to see Margaret W. Eller (Vera Beach, FL) again. 
She attended the Salisbury Conference but missed Estes Park. Margaret and 
four other members of her immediate family were one of the groups enjoying a 
family vacation-reunion. She told us of her success in tracing her deceased Eller 
husband via Canada and back to England. In view of recent stories in the 
Chronicles about the Ellers of England, this was welcome news. Margaret 
promises to prepare a story on her successful search for a later issue. 

Also welcomed back were Clifton and Paula Eller (Wasilla, AK) who missed 
Estes Park. Paula is serving as National President of-- (the title escapes me) -
but it has to do with telephone companies; she and Clifton owns a telephone, 
power, and TV Satellite Company in Alaska and she is busily traveling this year 
all over the country to attend and speak at meetings. Clifton contibuted 
generously to the handicraft sales as the highest bidder for the two oil paintings. 
Paula has promised to provide a story of her and Clifton's life in Alaska. Clifton, 
my 2nd cousin, left my home county as a young man and exhibited much of the 
same courage and spirit that must have characterized our early immigrant Ellers 
by going to Alaska long before it became a state where he has built a very 
successful life for himself and his family. 
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Because of the announced plans of several members to bring their families and 
relatives, conference planners for 1995 have been warned to expect a huge 
increase. For example, Ed Eller (Dalton, GA), and John and Herman Eller 
(Skiatook, OK), (Jacob2, Jr., Jacob1, Sr. Eller line), have begun already 
spreading the word among their siblings and other relatives to join the EFA and 
attend the next conference. Also, Frances Eller Edwards of Sterling, VA, and 
her sister Louise Eller Tomlinson of Nottingham, PA (Calvin3, Peter2, George1 

Michael line), Anna Marie Eller Laurich OH) and Clara Jean Eller Davis (OH) 
(Jacob2, Jr., Jacob1, Sr. line), all very enthusiastic Eller genealogists, announced 
similar plans for Ellers in PA and OH. 

John Eller (Skiatook, OK), has already visited a group of Ellers who live 
around Muskogee, OK. John found they were distant relatives of his to whom 
he is reported to have said, "I did not come to sell you anything - I did not come 
to buy anything - I came to give you a terrible disease---finding your family 
roots." He passed out EFA application forms to them and invited them to 
Asheville in 1995. We hope others will follow John's example and seek out 
other local groups of Ellers within your state who do not know about the EFA. 
We hope local groups will then organize and bring bus loads to the next 
conference. 

It is impossible to describe adaquately the many great things which happened at 
this conference, you had to be there and experience it to believe it. For 
example, this was the first conference at which descendants of four of the five 
Eller immigrants (George Michael, Jacob, Henry, and Christian Eller) were 
present; only John Melchoir, so far as known, was not represented. Marjorie 
Barker McCormick and her daughters, Mary Beth McCormick and Janet Rice 
of Jnd_ianapolis, IN, were the first Christian Eller descendants to attend an EFA 
conference. They were also the sources for the Christian Eller material in the 
Aug,ust, 1953 issue of The Eller Chronicles. Their new informtion on the 
Christian Eller line and presence at the conference was of great significance to 
the EFA. We look forward to more information on this line from Marjorie and 
other Christian Eller descendants who have recently joined the EFA. 

The genealogical and family history presentations were excellent (See many of 
these reports elsewhere in this issue). 

The inititial speaker set a good tone for the entire series of presentations with 
her informative lecture on the early settlement of the Oregon Territory, the Great 
Migration, and Oregon's Early Government.. She was Mrs. Judy Juntensen, 
Assistant Director/Librarian Benton County Historical Museum/Library and 
Instructor at a local Community College. Her appearance was arranged by Ken 
McCall, son of Charlotte Marshall, who intoduced the speaker. 
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Dr. Byron Eller of Oroville, CA (George Michael line), gave another of his 
masterful lectures on Ellers in the Civil War; this time he dealt with the several 
Eller families, both from the North and South, who had two or more sons in the 
war (See his report elsewhere herein). It will come as no great surprise to 
readers of the Chronicles that Byron won the James W. Hook Memorial 
award for outstanding research. 

Since Clarice V. Stanley of Martin's Ferry, OH (Henry Eller line) presented a 
copy of her voluminous research report to the EFA at Estes Park in 1991, we 
have tried to determine how best to publish this remarkable body of new 
genealogy. At this conference Clarice solved the problem by presenting a 
revised version of her report that is ready for publication. This is the most 
extensive new genealogy of descendants of the immigrant Henry Eller since the 
publication of J. W. Hook's 1957 book and we are committed to publishing it in 
some form in the near future. Clarice is a computer-user and presents some 
interesting information in her report on new computer programs. 

This conference was the first to be attended by descendants of Leonard2 Eller 
(Geoge1 Michael Eller). They were: Van Eller of Fishers, IN and his wife Betty, 
Jean Oliver of Orrington, ME and her busband Phillip. Van, who still owns and 
farms part of the old Leonard Eller land in Hamilton Co., IN, presented much 
new interesting information on the Leonard Eller line. His report prompts this 
question - is the Leonard Eller grave the only known grave for a son of 
George Michael Eller? We believe this is the case, but would like confirmation. 
Van and Betty are preparing a more extensive report, including the many 
pictures which they displayed at Portland, for a later edition of the Chronicles. 

Philip Oliver explained how the EFA can achieve tax-free status that will allow 
members to deduct contributions to the EFA from their income tax. (Note: I 
regret we published incorrect information on this subject in an earlier 
issue of the Chronicles, saying incorrectly that the EFA had already 
achieved this status. I misunderstood the details of the Tax-Exempt status 
negotiated earlier with the IRS by Charlotte Marshall. Under the existing 
status, only the EFA, as an organization, is now tax-exempt not the 
contributions to the EFA of its individual members.) Philip will work with 
Charlotte to achieve a different status with the IRS that should grant tax
exemption to members who contribute to the EFA). 

John Paul Phipps (Orting, WA), in his talk on "Old" Peter Graybill and 
Connection to the Ellers" demonstrated that rare ability to present genealogical 
details in a remarkably interesting manner. His experiences with computers 
paralleled exactly my own - we both had hated and avoided them until we 
became hooked on genealogy. The Graybill connection is with the Henry Eller 
line. 
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Janine Eller Porter (Coeur D'Alene, ID}, presented another of her carefully 
prepared reports on her Buncombe County, NC, ancestors - this on her gr. 
grand-father, Joseph4 Michael Franklin Eller (Joseph3, Jacob2, Jr., Jacob1, 
Sr. line}. Janine now has a computer so she plans to provide us with more of 
the data which she has been collecting for years on the Jacob, Jr. and Mary 
Biffle Eller line of Buncombe Co., NC. We hope prior to the Asheville 
Conference that a descendant chart of all known descendants of this line willbe 
published. 

Lynn Eller reported on plans for the dedication of grave markers in 1995 for the 
graves of John and David Eller at the New Hope Baptist Church in Wilkes 
County, NC. The EFA will contribute to this project as it has already done for two 
projects in Buncombe Co., NC. The new Board is working on guidelines by 
which members may apply for EFA support for other similar projects. The 
approach taken to the New Hope project provides an excellent model which we 
hope others may choose to put into action in thier own local cemeteries. (See 
Lynn's report, "Project New Hope" in this issue.) 

EFA Sec.ffreas., Nancy (Troxel) Eller of Crowley, TX, gave us the benefit of 
her experiences in researching, writing and printing her book on her Troxel line. 
We hope more EFA members will gather up their courage and emulate what 
Nancy has done for her family history. 

EFA Board Member, Joe C. Eller of Houston, TX, ( Jacob2, Jr., Jacob1, Sr., line} 
up-dated his story of the continuing contacts which he and his wife are pursuing 
with Hillar Eller and the Ellers of Estonia. 

Ed Eller (Dalton, GA}, (Jacob2,Jr., Jacob1, Sr., line}, discussed Susanna 
"Sukey" Eller, progenitor of the north Georgia branch of the Jacob, Jr. and 
Mary Biffle Eller line. He explained how the nickname "Sukey" came to be and 
how he had come to be interested in family history and genealogy only since his 
sister gave him a present two years ago of membership in the EFA. Since then, 
he has purchased all back issues of The Eller Chronicles and began compiling 
a computer data base on all descendants of the Jacob Eller, Sr. line. He told of 
his mother who had kept a diary all her life including the day of her death and 
how he had published in the last year her diary in 12 large leather bound 
volumes. Ed has volunteered to computerize all data on the Jacob, Jr., and 
Mary Biffle Eller line. 

· J. Gerald Eller (Whittier, NC}, (Jacob2,Jr., Jacob1, Sr., line} gave a brief talk on 
the interrelationships of his Henkle-Biffle, and Ketchey - Eller ancestral lines. 
He emphasized aspects of Henkle family history, especially that of his 7th gr. 
grand-parent, the immigrant, Rev. Jacob Anthony Henckel, and his grandson, 
Rev. Paul Henkle. His report will appear in a later issue. 
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It was a special pleasure to meet so many recent contributors to the Chronicles 
for the first time. Included: Kay Black (Bakersfield, CA); lona Fisher Pilker 
(Tacoma, WA), Marjorie McCormick, her daughter Mary Beth and daughter, 
Janet Rice, (lndian~polis, IN), Jean Oliver (ME) and Herman Eller (OK) 

Several attendees met relatives unexpectedly whom they had not known before; 
some also were able through new contacts to find leads to their ancestral 
immigrant roots. One of the most dramatic unexpected meetings involved Ed 
Eller (Dalton, GA), his sister, Clara Jean Eller Davis (Mogadore, OH) and 
niece, Annie Marie Eller Laurich (Barberton, OH), and John and Herman Eller 
(Skiatook, OK) with their wives, Lucy and Bernadene. 

Prior to the conference, Ed, and his relatives, had never known their Oklahoma 
cousins. The fun and joy shared by these Ellers throughout the four days was 
infectious and added immeasurably to the success of the conference. No newly 
discovered relatives meeting for the very first time could have enjoyed one 
another more. They had a 4-day celebration which kept everyone entertained 
with their constant bantering, jokes and stories. John was heard to say. "I 
learned early two things about life - you could hate it or you could enjoy it - I 
chose to enjoy it." So apparently had Ed and Herman. 

They surely demonstrated this philosophy and in the process make everyone 
else feel great. No one who was on the tour bus will soon forget the "Ed, John, 
and Herman Eller Show". The three of them are planning a reunion with other 
relatives on Labor Day in Hiawassee, GA, which is only a short distance from my 
home. Lynn, Juanita, and I are invited and we plan to be there. 

The Saturday night banquet, for the second time, featured Solveig Sperati 
Korte and daughters, Kendra and Kirsten, her father Dr. Carleton Sperati and 
her brother William Sperati. This time they played, sang, and lead the group in 
singing old songs of the Oregon Trail period. Other high points of the banquet 
were the presentation of the J. W. Hook Memorial Award to Byron Eller, the 
announcement of winners of the raffles for the rug, quilts, and oil paintings and 
the presentation of a huge wedding cake by Ed and John Eller to the very 
surprized Gerald and Juanita Eller on their 50th wedding anniversary. Also, 
for the first time the EFA met Charlotte Marshall's husband Jack, her three 
brothers, Henry R. "Hank", Harold, and Ray, and two sisters Frances Olsen 
and Lola Inez Smith, plus spouses. Inez had attended the 1989 Conference in 
Salisbury, NC. 

Leon Korte, husband of Solveig of the musical Korte family, gave a computer 
demonstration and offered to assist the EFA in organizing a computer-user 
group which is now being planned among EFA members. 
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The rather elaborate Saturday night banquets are now part of the tradition at 
Eller Family Conferences. For many the interesting evening of good food and 
song planned and carried out so professionally by Lynn Eller and Solveig 
Korte was the high point of the conference. Much planning is ahead for those 
working on Conf. IV if they match the Portland banquet. Lynn Eller brings a 
special flair and theatrical talent to the banquet as master of ceremonies. He 
was in good form again in Portland as he was in Estes Park, and so were the 
Sperati and Korte families. 

The last session on Sunday morning was a breakfast followed by a simple but 
moving devotional service led by Lynn Eller, Byron Eller, and Leetha 
Renwick. Good-byes were said and the Eller descendants scattered to their 
homes across the U.S. with fond memories of a great family gathering that none 
will soon forget. 

Sadly, one event brought shock and a heavy sense of loss to many. On the first 
day came word that Dr. Klaus Napp-Zinn on his way to the airport in Frankford, 
Germany to board a plane with his new wife, Asta, for the flight to Portland was 
stricken and taken to a hospital. The first report was not ominous. 

The next day came the second report that he had died without regaining 
consciousness. The loss of this enthusiastic and popular EFA member, who had 
attended the first two EFA conferences and was on his way to the third, was a 
heavy personal blow to those who had known him since the first EFA 
conference in 1989 when he enthralled everyone with his pictures and reports of 
German Ellers. Ironically his wedding announcement appeared in the last issue 
of the Chronicles. 

He was our house guest for a week following the 1989 conference and was 
scheduled to be with us a few days following the Portland conference. During 
his first visit, he and I found our interests and philosophies about many things 
so remarkably similar that we became very close friends. We both had careers 
in biology and each had come to genealogy near the ends of those careers. His 
plan, he explained, was to devote considerable more time to genealogy after 
his retirement. He mentioned that his father, who had preceded him as a prof
essor at the University of Koln, had always planned to do genealogy in his 
retirement but death came too soon for that. 

Klaus in the last year had remarried and retired from the University. He wrote 
that he was looking forward to doing more genealogical research. I am 
convinced he hoped to be the one to find the connections between the U.S. 
Ellers and their place and family of origin. I believe he also hoped that his and 
our Eller ancestors would prove to be related. Flowers, on behalf of the EFA, 
were sent by President Lynn Eller, and others have extended condolences to his 
wife, Dr. Asta Napp-Zinn, his 94 year old mother, and his children. 
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I count Klaus as among the most intelligent and able scholars I have ever met. 
Only when his name was invoked by Leetha Renwick during her prayer at the 
Sunday morning breakfast did the full shock of his loss strike me. I hope 
someday to meet Asta and other members of his family either in America or 
Germany. It is with a very sad heart that I remove his name from the EFA 
European liaison team. 

This summary of the 1993 conference omits much that happened that was 
special to many in attendance. Attendees are invited to please share any 
special memories, omissions or pictures for the next issue ......... J.G.E. (Ed.) 

000000000000 

From: Lynn Eller, J. Gerald Eller, and Charlotte Eller Marshall -

REPORT OF THE EFA LONG RANGE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

Members are urged to study the report and send comments, suggestions, 
and questions directly to President Lytm Eller, 42nd 28th St., N.W., Atlanta, 
GA 30309. 

This report was the result of an intense period of long-range planning conducted over 
several weeks during which many ideas, letters, draft documents, and telephone calls were 
exchanged. The major objective of the planning process was to reflect on ways to 
improve EFA operations, identify what might be done more effectively, identify new 
problems and future needs, and prepare recommendations for submission to the President 
and Board of Directors. 

Many members during the past two years have become active on behalf of the 
organization, and several new members have joined during the past year. Word about the 
existence of an Eller Family Association has now spread to most parts of the country. 
More Ellers are beginning to perceive that the Association is not a fly-by-night operation, 
that the leadership is striving to build a permanent organization based on the beliefthat the 
preservation and dissemination of family history is important. For these reasons, the 
Committee thinks now is the time to reaffirm our goals and redouble our efforts to achieve 
them. 

Project areas addressed in this report include:. 
I. New Proposed By-Laws 

ll. Recruitment 
III. Research, 
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IV. EFA Computer-User Group 
V. Publications 

VI. Archives. 
VII. EFA Handbook 

Comment: As the planning process began, it was apparent that the first basic need was a 
revision ofthe By-laws to reflect what has been learned about the operational needs of the 
EF A during the past four years. Proposed revisions were coordinated by Charlotte Eller 
Marshall and appear below. Proposed plans were completed for By-laws, Research and 
Publications in time for Conf III, but plans for Recruitment, Computers, Restoration and 
Archive Projects were not completed; for these, only recommendations for further policy 
development by the Board of Directors are included in this report. 

ACTION OF THE EFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS: On July 14, 1993 the Board of 
Directors in session in Portland, Oregon approved the following By-Laws tentatively 
until circulated to the full membership. The President then, taking into consider
ation input from the membership, will draft final recommendations to the Board 
whose actions will be final. 

Article I - NAME 

The name of this non-profit association shall be THE ELLER FAMILY 
ASSOCIATION. 

Article II- STATEMENT of PURPOSE 

The purposes of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION shall be: 

1. To promote a sense of kinship and a consciousness of ELLER Family 
History and tradition 

2. To promote and publicize local family reunions. 

3. To hold a biennial family conference open to all ELLER and allied family 
members world wide. 

4. To encourage the restoration and maintenance of cemeteries or other 
sites of meaning to various ELLER families. 

5. To encourage and aid genealogical and historical research on ELLER 
and allied families world wide. 
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6. To encourage and assist in the publication of ELLER family histories and 
ELLER related genealogies. 

7. To publish THE ELLER CHRONICLES, which shall be the official 
publication of the Association. 

Article Ill- MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership in the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION (hereafter EFA) shall 
be open to all persons and organizations subscribing to its purposes and 
paying annual dues. 

2. Any member may withdraw from membership by filing a resignation with 
the Secretary of the EFA, or by non-payment of dues. 

3. Any member may be removed, with or without cause, at any meeting by 
a two-thirds vote of the members in attendance at a duly constituted gen
eral membership meeting. 

ARTICLE IV - DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 

1. Annual dues shall be set by the Board of Directors and shall be payable 
November 1st of each year. Membership dues shall include four quarterly 
issues of THE ELLER CHRONICLES for the following year. Dues for 
members joining during the year shall be for the full year, without 
proration. Prior issues of THE ELLER CHRONICLES for the current year 
will be mailed to new members. 

Back issues of THE ELLER CHRONICLES shall be made available to 
members and non-members at a cost set by the Board of Directors. 

2. Charter members are those who were accepted for membership prior to 
November 1, 1988. 

3. Donor members are those who contribute $35.00 annually. 

4. Sustaining members are those who pay $100.00 annually. 

5. Honorary Life Members are those recognized by the Board of Directors 
for outstanding contributions to the EFA. They are exempt from annual 
dues. 
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6. Contributions other than dues shall be acceptable at any time. 
Contibutions may be designated by the donor for any EFA approved 
project of the donor's choice. 

ARTICLE·V - MEETINGS 

1. Regular meetings of the EFA membership shall be held every other year 
in conjunction with the Eller Family Conference, the time and place 
designated by the Board of Directors. The goal will be to hold conferences 
in the East , West and middle regions of the U.S. 

2. Any meeting of the EFA membership shall be duly constituted when the 
following criteria are met: 

a. At least 30 members are present, 10 of whom shall be Ellers by 
birth. 

b. No less than 4 states are represented. 

c. A quorum shall consist of 30 members, plus at least 3 members of 
the Board. 

3. The general membership meeting of the EFA shall include the election 
of officers and board members, the President's annual report, and other 
business as may properly come before the meeting. 

4. Notice of any meeting shall: 

a. Be announced in THE ELLER CHONICLES. 

b. Be postmarked at least 60 days before the scheduled date if sent 
by mail. 

c. Include a proposed budget, and an agenda approved by the 
Board of Directors. The agenda shall be adhered to at all general 
membership meeting. 

5. Meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held as provided in Article 
VII. 

ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS: 

1. The officers of the EFA shall consist of a President, Vice-President, and 
Secretary I Treasurer. 
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2. Officers shall be members in good standing and shall also serve as 
members of the Board of Directors. They shall serve for a term of two 
years, and· may be reelected for two additional terms, but thereafter shall 
be eligible for the same office only after two intervening years. 

3. Nominees for offices shall: 

a. Be made by a committee of three or more members appointed by 
the President six months prior to the regular biennial meeting. 

b. Be made from the floor at the general membership meeting. 

c. Be made by any member contacting the President, in writing, 
with a petition signed by five (5) members requesting a named 
member be placed in nomination and included on the ballot. 

d. A nominee must sign a statement agreeing to serve prior to being 
nominated from the floor or by written petition. 

4. A vacancy in any office may be filled by the Board of Directors pending 
the next meeting. 

5. The duties of the officers shall be substantially as provided herein, with 
such other duties as may be assigned by the board. 

The President shall: 

a. Preside over the general meeting of the EFA membership. 

b. Carry out the policies of the EFA as established by the board of 
directors. 

c. Appoint project coordinators and support their efforts. 

d. Appoint committees and send a complete list of all committees 
to the secretary to be in the minute book. 

e. Publish an annual report to the membership in the February issue 
of THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 

f. Submit a proposed budget to the Board of Directors for approval 
by January 1st, a copy to be published the February issue of THE 
ELLER CHRONICLES. 

282 



ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

The Vice-President shall: 

a. Fulfill the duties of the Presi-dent, in the latter's absence; 

b. Promote the policies and projects of the EFA. 

The Secretary/Treasurer shall: 

a. Record and transcribe the minutes of all general membership 
meetings of the EFA, and maintain a permanent minute book. 

b. Maintain a current roster of the membership of the EFA and 
· provide mailing labels to the printer of THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 

c. Be the custodian of all official records exclusive of those 
pertaining to the responsibilities of the Editor of THE ELLER 
CHRONICLES. 

d. Receive all inquiries to the EFA other than those specifically 
directed to other officers or members of the Board. 

e. Be the principal accounting and financial officer of the Associat-
ion. Shall have charge of an be responsible for the maintenance of 
adaquate books of account, have charge and custody of all funds 
and securities received for and in the name of the EFA from any 
source and be responsible for the disbursement thereof. Any ex
ception to this procedure shall require unanimous consent of the 
Board of Directors. 

f. Make annual financial reports to the EFA membership in THE 
ELLER CHRONICLES. 

ARTICLE VII - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1 .. The officers, elected or appointed directors, and the Editor of THE 
ELLER CHRONICLES shall constitute the Board of Directors. 

2. The term of service governing officers shall apply to all members of the 
Board of Directors. 

3. The Board of Directors shall: 
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a. Meet once a year, if feasible, or every other year in conjunction 
with the general meeting. 

b. Elect from its members a chairman, a vice-chairman, and a 
secretary. The President of the EFA may not fill any of these 
positions. 

The Chairman shall: 

(1) preside over Board meetings; 

(2) coordinate and expedite the formation of all policies of the 
EFA and transmit them through the President to the general 
membership. 

The Vice-Chairman shall: 

(1) fullfill the duties of the chairman in the latter's absence; 

(2) help formulate the policies of the EFA. 

The Secretary shall: 

(1) maintain a file of all correspondance of the Board; 

(2) keep minutes of all Board meetings and forward a copy of these 
minutes to the secretary of the EFA. A copy shall be sent to the Edi
tor to be published in THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 

c. Establish policies that govern all matters that pertain to the 
business and operation of the EFA. and approve all programs and 
projects that advance the purposes of the EFA. 

d. Authorize the expenditure of monies for duly approved projects to 
further the purposes of the EFA. 

4. A quorum of the Board shall consist of four elected Board members 
plus one Officer. Notice of all Board meetings shall be published in THE 
ELLER CHRONICLES. Board meetings shall be open to members of the 
EFA. 

5. Minutes of all board meetings shall be published in THE ELLER 
CHRONICLES. 
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ARTICLE VIII - COMMITTEES 

A committee shall be defined as a group appointed by the President or 
Board of Directors to accomplish a specific goal, such as the "Nomi
nating Committee." 

Project coordinators shall be defined as one member appointed by the 
President or the Board of Directors to perform a specific task, such as 
"coordinate the biennial conference." A project coordinator may seek the 
advice and help of any other member of the EFA in carrying out an 
assignment. 

1. The President shall: 

a. establish such committees as he or the board deem necessary. He 
shall assign their mission, and limit their size and tenure. A commit
tee shall be dissolved when its mission has been accomplished, or 
upon expiration of its designated tenure; 

b. appoint project coordinators to coordinate the efforts of many 
members to accomplish an assigned task that might require more 
than the efforts of a committee. 

2. The Chairman of the Board shall: 

'' 

a. establish committees of board members as becomes necessary to 
formulate policies to advance the purposes of the EFA; 

b. appoint a board member as project coordinator for any duty 
required to formulate policy, such as revise the By-laws, write a 
handbook for officers and board members, or any matter regarding 
policy of the EFA; 

3. The President shall include in the proposed budget funds necessary to 
accomplish the assigned purpose of said committee or project corrdinator 
for approval by the Board. 

ARTICLE IX -AMENDMENTS 

The By-Laws may be amended by the Board of Directors and presented at 
the following general meeting for approval by the membership. 

ARTICLE X - DISSOLUTION 
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Upon the dissolution of THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION and/or the final 
completion of it's business affairs, the remaining assets of the Association 
shall be disbursed to one of the following: 

1. The National Genealogical Society. 

2. An organization engaged in research of the Germanic migration to the 
United States, such as the AUGUSTAN SOCIETY, INC. If possible the 
stipulation to use those funds for researching the migration of ELLERS to 
the United States. 

3. The upkeep of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION ARCHIVES, if an 
archives has been established....... End of By-Laws 

Comment: The Long Range Planning Committee believes the EF A needs a more 
systematic approach to the recruitment of new members. Without an organized 
recruitment plan, the EF A has grown to over 200 members, but the committee believes 
that many more members could be recruited by 1995 if a sound plan is developed and 
implemented with the support and assistance of every EF A member. The committee 
hopes ideas for such a systematic recruitment plan will be discussed at Conference III, and 
that the new officers and board will be able to develop and put in place an effective plan 
by 1994. 

RECOMMENDATION: that the Chairman of the Board appoint a coordinator to 
help develop guidelines and policies for addressing this need and that the President 
make plans to carry out the policies. 

Comment: Suggestions that emerged at the conference, relative to the above, included 
the need for the development of computer data-bases including data on each member of 
the EF A and on potential EF A members that may be recruited. See IV. Computers -
below. 

Comments : The life blood of any family history and genealogical organization is 
research. The EF A has depended in the past entirely upon independent research con
ducted by individual members, or by deceased Eller descendants who left behind a body 
of compiled information. Since individual contributions have already been made to the 
EF A research fund, and additional fund-raising projects for this purpose have been 
successful, research is expected to be included as a line item in the next EF A budget. 

While funds for research is increasing, the number of projects to be funded must be limited 
because research can be an expensive matter; therefore, sound budgeting must be exer-
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cised from the outset in order not to set bad precedents and arouse unrealistic 
expectations. The committee believes that any EFA-funded research should be 
restricted to specific problems which serve the interest of the broadest possible 
segment of EFA members. 

RECOMMENDATION 1: that the EFA continue to depend upon its members to 
conduct all research on specific branches of family lines without direct EFA mone
tary support. 

Comment: The EF A has many members researching different Eller family branches. To 
attempt to partition limited research funds among so many potential applicants on a fair 
and equitable basis is impossible. Therefore, EF A- sponsored research should, for the 
forseeable future, be directed to the types of problems recommended in #2 below. The 
committee believes that the EF A can contribute immeasurably to the research on 
individual family lines by organizing an EFA Computer-user Group (See IV, below) that 
would begin a systematic compilation of all Eller records for use in tracing individual 
family lines. Providing computer, editorial assistance, publicity, and publishing research 
results in the The Eller Chronicles must continue as the chief way the EF A can assist the 
research of individual members on their particular family research and publication. 

RECOMMENDATION 2: that the Board of Directors approve as the first EFA
funded reserach project a search for the place and family of origin of Eller immi
grants to U.S. who arrived prior to 1800. 

Comment: Annette K. Burgert, a preeminent American genealogist says the the first 
basic rule in finding places of origin in Germany is to search for clues among 
extant records in the U.S. before beginning research in Germany. 

Comment:. A clue to the European place of origin of early Ellers may be found at any 
time, or only after a long period of searching; in fact, a clue may never be found, in which 
case, the only hope is through research of records in Germany, where, without clues, such 
a search may take a very long time and without any assurance of success. The possibility 
that the place and family of origin of these early Eller immigrants may never be found must 
be faced, but the EF A should never give up without a thorough search. Because prior 
searches in Germany have proved negative the records being sought, if they still exist, 
may be in some obscure church book in a remote German village. 

The problem of finding their European place and family of origin is somewhat unique for 
the Eller families. Unlike most families searching for their ancestral base in Europe, the 
Ellers are plagued by too many Eller families on each side of the Atlantic. Some 
individuals have been involved in research in Germany for a long time. J.W. Hook was 
probably the first, followed by Madeline Fletcher, Lynn Eller, J. Gerald Eller and 
Thomas H. Eller. Since the EF A was organized, J. Gerald Eller has written numerous 
letters to different archives and persons in Germany known to be interested in Eller 
genealogy. Some interesting information has resulted and one possible clue to a 
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connection between American Eller immigrants and families in Germany, investigated by 
Earnest Thode for J. Gerald Eller, has proved negative. EF A member Thomas H. 
Eller of Huntsville, Alabama, has conducted Eller research among Ellers in the Bavarian 
AJgau region. He reports records found there are promising with respect to a connection 
with George Michael Eller. He is expected to report his research results in an early issue 
of the Chronicles. 

More than one dozen different Ellers are listed among ship passengers amvmg in 
Pennsylvania before 1800; others are known to have arrived in the 1600's, and still others 
apparently arrived for whom arrival records have not been found .. We find in Europe, 
especially in Germany, many different Eller family lines during the same period listed in 
many different villages and principalities, some protestant and some catholic. For many of 
these families, kinship has not been established. In fact, some German genealogists think 
kinship may never have existed among some of the European Eller lines, that the surname 
of Eller arose independently in different areas. Of course other explanations may be nearer 
the mark; for example, the numerous changes in political boundaries and the destruction 
of records during the many wars may have fragmented what may have been a single, or 
only a few, family lines. Even in the German Palatinate, where at least some of our 
Ellers were born, there exists today different family lines not known to be related one to 
another. We now know Ellers were in England in the 1500's and some are known to have 
come to America in the 19th century. A recent letter from an Eller in North Carolina 
claims an ancestoral Eller came from Scotland. 

Warning! From time to time information is sent to The Eller Chronicles purporting to 
show a linkage between early Ellers and certain German Eller families. Some of this 
information comes form erroneous information filed with the LDS Library in Salt Lake 
City. J. W. Hook and Madeline Fletcher encountered this problem years ago and refuted 
some of the material. Some beginning genealogists are inclined to get excited when they 
find references to an Eller family in Germany and leap to the conclusion that they must be 
related to the U.S. Ellers. This is another reason why the EFA needs a systematic 
research project conducted with professional help. 

RECOMMENDATION 3: that the President appoint a Research Coordinator and 
a Research Advisory Committee of at least three individuals whose duties shall 
include: preparation of all specific research plans and recommendations for 
submission to the President; conducting negotiations with professionals (this to 
include the preparation of a Memorandum of Understanding between the EFA and 
each employed professional which includes an outline of the the scope and specific 
targets for research and a synopsis of all known information about each targeted 
individual). 

RECOMMENDATION 4: that in the search for the European place and family of 
origin that first priority for funding go to the search of American Records for 
information or clues that may lead to the location of the place and family of origin of 
pre-1800 Eller immigrants to America and that, until clues are found among extant 
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American records, research among German records receive second priority in 
research funds. 

RECOMMENDATION 5: that funding for all EFA sponsored research be in incre
ments of $100 per site, and that for puposes of funding Germany be considered a 
single site. 

Comment: professional genealogists charge by the hour ($10-18) but most require one 
upfront deposit of $25-1 00. This recommendation will allow research to be initiated at 
several sites at the same time with an expenditure of only a few hundred dollars per year. 

Recommendation 6: that among U.S. records to be searched are those located at the 
following sites: Harrisburg and Philadelphia, PA, the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and National Archives and Library of Congress in Washington, 
D.C. On advice of the coordinator and Advisory Committee, the President may 
authorize searches among records at other sites in the U.S. as funds are available. 

RECOMMENDATION 7: that for all U.S. research conducted by professionals 
either in the U.S. or Germany be funded in increments of $100.00 per site; that 
incJ;"ements after the first be funded on the basis of results and the recommendation 
of the EF A research coordinator and the Advisory Research Committee to the 
President. 

Comment: Leon Korte's computer demonstration at Conf III attracted much attention 
and confirms the view of the committee that a sufficient number of EF A members are 
currently using computers that effort should be made to organize an EF A Computer-user 
Group. 

RECOMMENDATION 9: that a temporary coordinator be appointed by the 
President to contact all known computer users among EFA members and facilitate 
an exchange of ideas among them concerning the formation of an EFA Computer
user group; that when planning reaches an appropriate state of development a 
permanent coordinator (or group of coordinators- possibly one for each major Eller 
family line) be appointed by the President. 

Comment: The work of the Computer-user group should be coordinated closely with 
EF A projects in the areas of both Publication and Research. 

289 



ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

Comments: The Eller Chronicles, as the official publication of the EF A, provides the 
glue that holds the EF A together and helps create incentives for continued research by 
individual members. The Eller Chronicles serves as the principal means for attracting and 
retaining membership, and, as such, has been the chief fund-raiser for the EF A. Without 
the Chronicles, EF A membership would be quite low. 

' ! 

As a part of the long-range planning process, the committee has considered a number of 
possible new directions for future publication work of the EF A. A basic premise of this 
planning is that any EF A-sponsored publications, apart from the The Eller Chronicles, 
must be evaluated carefully in terms of any possible adverse impact on the Chronicles 
because this could translate into reduced membership. Also, the committee felt that funds 
accruing from the membership fee should not be used, except in very exceptional 
circumstances, to fund publications other than The Eller Chronicles since the cost of 
each issue of the Chronicles is expected to increase in the future due to the need to 
increase the size of each issue to accommodate new material already in hand or expected 
in the coming year. Funding of other EF A- sponsored publications for the foreseeable 
future will require other fund raising activities. 

RECOMMENDATION 1. : That the following be approved as the long range 
objectives for all EFA publications. 

1) To publish family history and genealogy of the highest quality and in conformity 
with standards acceptable to the Eller Family Association for all Eller families and 
their collatoral branches. 

2) To publish as research-aids all records of Eller families and their collatoral 
branches available in the U.S. and Europe, at least as abstracts of records of birth, 
death, marriage, wills, land, census, etc. Note: this should be a project for the 
Computer-user group. 

RECOMMENDATION 2: That an Advisory Editorial Committee of at least three 
be appointed by the President to assist the Editors of The Eller Chronicles in 
planning and implementation of a program of quality control for any EFA 
sponsored publications. 

Comments On The Status of Present Publication Activities 

The Eller Chronicles. New computer, printer and software, obtained over a year ago, 
has led to improvement in the general appearance of the Chronicles. Your editors hope 
this will translate into greater creditability for the Chronicles as a family history and 
genealogical publication. Many members say how pleased they are with the Chronicles, 
but the editors insist that additional improvements are yet needed. To this end, they 
continue to seek criticisms, corrections, and suggestions from the membership. As the 
"Official Publication of the Eller Family Association" every effort should be made to 
produce the most attractive and creditable work possible. 
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The past two years have brought a great increase in material submitted for publication in 
the Chronicles. A backlog of unpublished information has accumulated and the editors are 
beginning to worry about delays in getting new information to the membership. Also, they 
hate to delay publication and risk disappointing those who submit material, but they no 
longer can provide assurance that submitted material will appear in the very next issue. 
Concern about this matter led to the consideration of new possible plans. 

RECOMMENDATION 3. (Back issues of Tlte Eller Cltronicles): That a designated 
number of back issues of Tlte Eller Cltronicles be reprinted and bound using acid 
free paper. At least two copies should be placed in the Eller Archive at the Public 
Library in Salisbury, NC, and other copies made available for sale. (Note a few 
back issues were bound in advance of Conf. Ill and quickly sold). 

RECOMMENDATION 4. ((Binding future issues of the Eller Chronicles beginning 
with Vol. Vlll-1 (Feb. 1, 1993): 

That Closson Press print and retain copies of the four issues in each volume for 
each year and at the end of the year bind into a single volume. (Closson agrees to 
do this). The number, designated by the Board, should be printed and bound using 
acid-free paper. 

(Note: In the future, material from past issues may be consolidated according to 
family line and subject and published as a Special Editon of The Eller Chronicles -

,see# 8 next below). 

RECOMMENDATION 5: (Special Editions of Tlte Eller Cltronicles): 

That consideration be given to publishing Special Editions of Tlte Eller Cltronicles 
(at least one per year). Each to be printed on acid-free paper have durable covers 
and bindings and to be offered for sale at prices compatible with that of similar 
genealogical publications. Funding for this new series to be determined by the 
Board of Directors. 

Comments: Examples of special editions of The Eller Chronicles- Past issues of The 
Eller Chronicles (Vol. I-VII) reedited, reformatted, bound and published as singles 
volumes - each to consolidate information already published on a given Eller family line; 
examples: George Michael Eller, Jacob Eller, Henry Eller, etc .. Another example, a 
specific subject such as Ellers in the Civil War. If approved by the Board the current 
Editors volunteer to coordinate this project with the Computer-user Group. 

Special Editions of The Eller Chronicles will help enhance the EF A's image as an 
association that produces attractive and creditable genealogy and family history in the 
most cost-effective manner. Also, to retains the title, The Eller Chronicles, for this 
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series is good marketing strategy since the publication already is becoming widely known 
and gaining credibility with each new issue. This plan can produce handsome volumes of 
work that will grow with time into a valuable collection of Eller Family History and 
Genealogy. 

In no case will an order be placed for rebinding and printing a special edition in this series 
without the approval of the the Advisory Editorial Committee, and the President. Any 
funds beyond that already approved for such projects must be approved by the Board. 

Volume II series of hardback volumes: The idea, first broached by A. Wm. Eller, for 
this series has yet to become an EF A-approved project although effort to organize a 
committee to work on the project was launched. The planning committee has chosen not 
to attempt to address this idea, leaving the matter for later developments. Some 
questions about this project have been raised which the committee feels should receive 
attention before such a project is officially approved as an EF A-sponsored project. 
(Note: the idea for this series arose first from discussions of the need for a revision and 
updating of J. W. Hook's 1957 book. The need for such a revision still exists.) 

Comments: Informal discussions have taken place over the past several years about the 
need for an Eller Family Archive- a central place for the proper maintenance and use of 
Eller Family genealogical and family history publications, pictures, documents, and even 
3 -dimensional family heirlooms of value. A broad concensus has developed among 
many EF A members that the proper location for the Archive is at the Public Library in 
Salisbury, NC. J. Gerald and Vance Eller have met with officials at Salsibury and found 
them enthusiastically supportive. 

RECOMMENDATION 1: That the Public Library at Salisbury, Rowan County, 
NC be approved as the official site of the Eller Family Archive provided agreements 
can be worked out to the satisfaction of both parties. 

RECOMl\fENDATION 2: that the President appoint an EFA Archive Committee to 
assist in the negotiations with the library and formulation of further recom
mendations for submission to the Board of Directors. An interim coordinator for 
this project may be appointed by the President. 

Comment: Eloise Eller Sperati made an excellent suggestion at Conf III relative to 
the need for consideration of the use of acid-free paper for printing and binding documents 
etc. for the Archives. For example, many loose family documents should be photocopied 
on acid-free paper before placement in the Archive. 
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Comments: The 4th stated purpose of the EF A in the revised By-Laws is "to encourage 
the restoration and maintenance of cemeteries or other sites of meaning to various ELLER 
families." During 1992 three such projects were initiated with EF A support: 

a) Gertrude Eller Waddel Memorial Project, Phoenix Baptist Church, Ashe 
County, NC. ($200.00 contributed by the EFA) 

b) The Mary Biffle Eller Project in Buncombe County, NC ($100.00 contributed by the 
EF A toward a permanent grave stone) 

c) The Joseph Eller Cemetery Project in Buncombe County, NC ($100 contributed by 
the EFA toward a permanent marker for the grave of Joseph Eller and the cemetery) 

(Note: The $400.00 contributed by the EFA was quickly restored to the EFA budget by 
private contributions) 

Comment: The dedication of all three projects 1s scheduled as part of the 1995 
conference in Asheville, NC) 

Comment: At Conf. Ill, Myrrel Baldwin and Lynn Eller reported on their plans for 
restoration of Eller grave stones at the New Hope Baptist Church in Wilkes County, NC. 
They have already raised and deposited with the EFA Sec./Treas $760.00. Thier goal is 
$1000.00 and the dedication ceremonies will be held following Conf. IV in July 1995. 
The request that this be approved and funded as an official EF A- sponsored project is 
expected to be included in the 1994 EF A budget that will become effective January 1, 
1994. (See Lynn Eller's presentation on this project elsewhere herein which serves 
as a model on how local restoration projects may be handled) 

Comment: The August 1993 issue of The Eller Chronicles carries a story about the 
restoration of the Eller Cemetery near Bloomington, Indiana by Marjorie Barker 
McCormick, a descendant of Christian Eller. Also, at Conference III we heard from 
Van Eller of plans to restore the Leonard Eller Cemetery in Hamilton County, Indiana. 
There are other needs in other areas. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Chairman of the Board of Directors appoint a 
coordinator to help develop policies and guidelines to meet the expressed goal of 
the EFA relative to restoration projects and that the President make plans to carry 
out the policies. 

Charlotte Marshall is coordinating the compilation of an EF A Handbook that will 
contain the final By-laws and other policy statements approved by the Board of Directors. 
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Other items of continuing usefulness to the operations of the Elller Family Association and 
its several projects will be included. Suggestions are sought from all members. 

Acknowledgement 

The assistance of Rev. John C. Eller (ofthe Roanoke Virginia Ellers) in the development 
of these plans is gratefully acknowledged. 

The Board has directed that the preceding report be submitted to the full 
membership for their comments, suggestions etc. Please send your views by 
Nov. 15, 1993 to: Lynn Eller, 28th 42nd St., Atlanta, GA 30309. 

REGISTERANTS AT CONFERENCE IV 
Portland Oregon 

Wilma E. Austin 

c. Myrrel Baldwin 

Robert B. Baldwin 

Margaret Barker 

Gordon Black 
Kay Black 

Bill Cooper 
Betty CoopP.r 

Thomas Cunningham 
Olivia Cuningham 

Clara Jean Eller Davis 

Velva Gay Eller Dougherty 
Edwin M. Dougherty 

Frances Eller Edwards 
Louise Eller Tomlinson* 

Arthur Eller 
Mildred Eller 

July 14-18, 1993 

6606 Forest Bend, No. 
San Antonio, TX 78240 

20 Windihill 
Greensburg, PA 15601 

11 Redwood Road 
Westwood, MA 02090 

1415 W. Ball Road #120 
Anaheim, CA 92802 

3001 Berkeley Street 
Bakersfield, Ca 93305 

18604 129th Place, S.E. 
Renton, WA 98058-7972 

363 Racquet Club Road 
Asheville, NC 28803 

2542 Ranfield Road 
Mogadore, Ohio 44260 

14910 S.E. 43rd Street 
Bellevue, WA 98006-2408 

129 Minor Road 
Sterling, VA 20165 

3873 Shannon road 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
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A. William Eller 
Madelyn Eller 

Byron H. Eller 

Douglas Eller 
Beverly Eller 

Dw
1
ight · E. · Elier 

Patricia Eller 

Ed· Eller 

* LouL~e Elle4 TomlLn6on 

Harold s. Eller 
Yvonne Eller 
Karen A. Gerg 
Debbie L. Rentz 

Henry R. Eller 
Mary Eller 

Hermon Eller 
Bernadene Eller 

J. Gerald Eller 
Juanita Eller 

J. Clifton Eller 
Paula Eller 

James E. Eller, Sr. 

Joe c. Eller 

John E. Eller 
Lucy Eller 

Lynn Eller 

Margaret w. Eller 
Mary Eller Larson 
Sue Eller Kleinsmith 
Anthony Eller 
Barbara Demos Eller 

370 Upham Street 
Lakewood, CO 80226-1625 

6507 Jack Hill Drive 
Oroville, CA 95906 

8859 w. Harvard Place 
Lakewood, CO 80227 

1416 E. Kleindale Road 
Tucson, AZ 85719 

219 Rosen Drive 
Dalton, GA 30721 

243 L~~lL B4L~aLn Rd. 
No~~Lngham, PA 19362 

694 No. 32nd Street 
Springfield, OR 97428 

So. 4235 Driftwood Drive 
Spokane, WA 99206 

220 No. Broadway 
Skiatook, OK 74070 

Rt. 2, Box 145-D 
Whittier, NC 28789 

P.O. Box 873509 
Wasilla, AK 99687 

508 N.E. 97th Avenue 
Vancouver, WA 98664 

2501 Tanglewilde #257 
Houston, TX 77063 

308 No. Lombard Lane P.O. Box 638 
Skiatook, OK 74070 

42 28th St., N.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30309-1806 

7000 20th St., #878 
Vera Beach, FL 32966 
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Ray Eller 
Alice Eller 

Van Eller 
Betty Eller 

Vernard Eller 
Phyllis Eller 

Wade Eller 
Mildred Eller 

Walton G. Eller 
Nancy Eller 

William L. Eller 
Sylvia Eller 

Calvin Welker Evans 
Ann Johannes Evans 

Helen Evans 

Gale Fiscus 
Patricia Fiscus 

Madeline Fletcher 
Herbert Fletcher 

Winnie Green 

Hazel Eller James 

Solveig Sperati Korte 
Leon Korte 
Kendra Korte 
Kirsten Korte 

Anna Marie Eller Laurich 

Charlotte Eller Marshall 
John Stuart Marshall 

Kenneth E. McCall 
Mrs. Judy Juntenen 

78960 Thornton Lane 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

6455 East !16th Street 
Fishers, IND 46038 

2448 Third Street 
La Verne, CA 91750 

2806 McKinney 
Boise, ID 83704 

500 East Mission Street 
Crowley, TX 76036 

2056 S.E. Grandview Court 
Milwaukie, OR 97267 

201 East State Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 

4177~ Utah Street 
San Diego, CA 92104 

32910 Homestead Road 
Wickenburg, AZ 85390 

1908 Sequoia Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

2302 Crosby Park Blvd. 
Lawton, OK 73505 

325 N. w. Jayellen 
Burleson, TX 76028 

407 No. Plum Street 
Vermillion, SD 57069-2410 

147 Third St. N.W. Rear Apt. 
Barberton, OH 44203 

914 James Street 
Independence, OR 97351 

3700 N. w. Harrison 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
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Lee Ramey Ogle 

Jean Oliver 
Philip Oliver 

Frances Eller Olsen 
Francis Olsen 

Kathryn Owen 

Paul J. Phipps 
Pamela Phipps 

Iona Pilker 
Lee Pilker 

Janine Eller Porter 

Ruth Eller Ramey 

Leetha Troxel Renwick 

Janet A. Rice 
Marjorie B. McCormick 
Mary Beth McCormick 

Lola Inez Smith 

Eloise Morris Sperati 
Carleton A. Sperati 

William Eller. Sperati 
Betty Sperati 
Jacob Sperati 
Joshua Sperati 
Becky Sperati 

Clarice Eller Stanley 
John H. Stanley 

Bethel J Stolte 

Dorothy E. Vaughn 
Sidney Vaughn 

5632 First Court 
West Linn, OR 97068 

P. o. Box 81 
Orrington, ME 04474 

938 Trumble Creek Road 
Kalispell, MT 59901 

Rt. 4, Box 328 
Cleburne, TX 76031 

836 So. Harman Way 
Orting, WA 98360 

6643 so. Warner Street 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

1209 Fernwood Court 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814 

7909 s.w. Cedar Crest 
Portland, OR 97223 

1005 South Grand Ave. #202 
San Pedro, CA 90731 

24 Church Road 
Brownsburg, IN 46112-9400 

34755 Row River Road 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

23 Mustang Acres 
Parkersburg, WV 26101-8040 

107 Wayland Road 
Wilmington, DE 19807 

605 Vine Street 
Martins Ferry, Ohio 

203 Bluff Street 
Atwood, Kansas 67730 

18 Laffite Circle 
No. Little Rock, AR 
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417 Kenwood Avenue 
Medford, OR 97501 

108 people from 24 states attended the third ELLER FAMILY 
ASSOCIATION Conference in Portland, Oregon. 

The largest number attending'came from Oregon, Washington, 
and California, followed by Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona and 
Ohio. Alaska, Montana and Idaho joined those from the North 
West. 

We had people from Massachusetts, Delaware, Maine, Florida. 
The South was represented by North Carolina, Virginia, West 
Virginia and Georgia. 

Pennsylvania and Indiana, Arkansas, South Dakota and Kansas 
and Colorado were there completing the wonderful gathering 
of Ellers from both coasts, New England, the North West, the 
South, South West, Mid America and Alaska. We really must 
try for someone from Hawaii for Conference '95! 

PROGRAM FOR CONF. Ill 
Eller Family Association 

July 14-18, 1993 
Portland, Oregon 

Wednesday, July 14 - 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM Marabella Room 
Early Registration Meeting, Greeting & Fellowship 

6:30 PM - Meeting of the Board of Directors 
this meeting will be held in the same room. Any 
member of EFA is welcome to attend. 

Thursday, Julv 15 - Willamette Room in the Trade Center 
8:00 AM - Registration 
9:30 AM Conference Opens - Introductions, A. WM. Eller 

Gerald Eller. Any last minute messages from 
Charlotte and Lynn. 

You will notice the outlines for presentations, included in 
your packet, are numbered. Each speaker will announce the 
number of his/her presentation. 

10:00 AM - Mrs. Judy Juntenen, Assistant Director/Librarian 
Benton County Historical Museum/Library and 
Instructor at a local Community College.She will 
acquaint you with the early settlement of the 
Oregon Territory, The Great Migration, and Oregon's 
early government. Introduction by Ken McCall. 
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11:00 AM- Dr. Byron H. Eller -Brothers in the Civil War 

12:00 - Buffet lunch - lunch will be served in one side of 
the Willamette room. 

1:15 PM- Lynn Eller- New Hope Project 
1:30 PM- Myrrel Baldwin 
1:45 PM- Janine Eller Porter -Michael Franklin Eller's trip 

West 
2:00 PM Clarice Eller Stanley - update on book -

"Henry Eller, the immigrants line.~ 
2:15 PM - Gerald Eller - Four Early German Immigrants 

2:30 PM - Joe c. Eller - Hilar Eller of Estonia 

Refreshment break somewhere between 2:30 and 3:00 PM -
whenever speakers have completed presentations. 

::00.3:15 PM- ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION General Meeting,, 

4:15 PM- Van Eller Leonard Eller family after GME 

5:00 PM. Vacate room All banners, posters, registration 
materials, etc. need to be taken back to rooms untill 
Saturday morning. room cleared by 5:30. 

FRIDAY JULY 16 - Columbia River Tour 

Meet in front of HI at 8:45 AM. Bus leaves at 9:00 AM, 
returns approximatley 5:30 PM. 

Last minute passengers have to be signed up by 1:00 P.M. 
Thursday afternoon. We have to check with the Sternwheeler 
for passenger availability. We can sign you up, but cannot 
guarantee room for you on the Sternwheeler after that last 
2:00 PM call to Grayline. 

7:00 PM - Meeting of the newly elected Board of Directors in 
the Marabella room. Again any member wishing to 
attend is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Saturday July 17 - Juarez Room 
8:30 - 9:15 AM Registration 
9:30 AM - Long Range Plans - Gerald, Lynn & Charlotte present 

plans with open discussion. 

10:15 AM- Morning Break 

Nancy Eller - Book publishing by a novice 

K J..G .-e..\rL.,.. -11:45 AM/12:00- Lunch- no host 
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1:15 PM- Paul J. Phipps -Old Peter Graybill 
1:45 PM - Ed Eller, of Dalton, GA- Descendants of Sukie 

Eller, relationship to the Jacob line 
2:00 PM - Leon Korte Computers and genealogy 

2:30 PM - Afternoon break followed by: 
groups gather for family photos 

Craft sale, family displays, fellowship 

Vacate room at 4:30 PM 

6:30 PM - Banquet and Entertainment Juarez/Durango Room 
Awards presented, raffle drawings 

Sunday - July 18 Juarez/Durango Room 
9:00/9;30 AM Meet and chat before brunch 
10:00 AM - Brunch served 
11:15 AM -Services with hymns 

Visiting and saying goodby 
2:00 PM - room vacated. 

Good Luck, Good Health and Happiness to all, untill we 
meet again! 

ELLER FAMILIES WITH TWO OR MORE 
SONS IN UNION OR CONFEDERATE SERVICE 

BYRON H. ELLER 
6507 Jack Hill Drive 
Oroville, CA 95966 

Harvey(5), SIMEON(4), b. 1794, John(3), Peter(2), G.M.(l) 
William Hamilton(6), b. 29 Oct 1842. Co. D, lOth !A Inf. 
Barnett Cleveland "Cleve" ( 6), b. 29 Feb 1844. Co. K, 9th !A cav. 
Mary Octavia(6), b. 10 Dec 1848, m. 24 Oct 1868, Josiah Phelps, 

b. 27 Jan 1843. Co. E, 17th !A Inf. 
John Cleveland(5) 

America Elizabeth(6), b. 10 Apr 1850, m. 4 Jun 1868, Abraham C. Fisher, 
b. 29 Jul 1845. Co. K, 9th !A Cav. 

James(5), b. 10 Jul 1830. Co. K 53rd NC Inf. Rejected. 
David H.(5), b. 10 Jul 1830. Co. K, 53rd NC, Inf. (Wilkes Rangers) 
Jesse Franklin(5), b. 17 Dec 1835. Co. K, 53rd NC Inf. 
Thomas Jefferson(5), b. 1837/1838. Co. B, 1st NC Inf. 

David W. (5), JOHN JR(4), John(3), Peter(2), G.M.(l) 
b. 19 Dec 1836. Co. A, 1st NC cav. 

Jesse W.(5), b. 22 Aug 1837. Co. A, 1st NC Cav. 
John Harrison(5), b. 18 Jan 1842. Co. A, 1st NC Cav. 
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Mathias (Mathis)(5), ABSOI..a1(4), John(3), Peter(2), G.M.(1) 
~ 

b. 22 Mar 1831. Co. K, 53rd NC Inf. 
Francis(5), b. 3 Jan 1833. Co. F, 52nd NC Inf., & Co. K, 53rd NC Inf. 
James Madison(5), b. 17 Jun 1840. Co. C, 26th NC Inf. (Wilkes Volunteers). 
William Harrison(5), b. 16 Sep 1843. Co. K, 53rd NC Inf. 

Barnett Cleveland "Cleve", ( 5), PETER( 4), John( 3), Peter( 2), G.M. ( 1) 
. b. 9 Dec 1837. Co. 8, 1st NC Inf. 

Henry Gordon (Harvey Gordon)(5), b. 27 Apr 1841. Co. K, 53rd NC. Inf. 
Rufus(5), b. 19 Oct 1843. Co. 8, 1st NC Inf. 
John Horton(5), b. 10 Aug 1845. Co. F, 37th NC Inf. 

~-lillian A. ( 5) , WILLI.*1 "Footy Billy" ( 4 ) , Peter ,Jr. ( 3) , Peter Sr. ( 2) , G .M. ( 1) 
b. 1831. () 

Henry Harrison, (Harrison)(H.H.)~ b. 1844. Co. K, 53rd NC Inf. 

Jacob(5), JACOB(4), Peter Jr.(3), Peter(2), G.M.(1) 
b. 1843. Co. C, 26th NC Inf. 

Jesse H.(S), GEORGE(4), Peter Jr.(3), Peter(2), G.M.(l) 
b. 1832. Co. G, 18th NC Inf. 

James F. ( 5), NANCY( 4), (single parent), Peter Jr. ( 3), Peter( 2), G.M. ( 1) 
b. 1837. Co. Bt 55th NC Inf., Co. B, 26th NC Inf. 

Leander(5), b. 1842, Co. K, 53rd NC Inf. 

Aswell Peter(5), LUKE(4), Jacob(3), Peter(2), G.M.(l) 
b. 21 Nov 1834. Co. 0, 5th Bn., NC Cav. 

Hansford(5), b. 25 Apr 1841, Co. 0, 5th Bn., NC cav. 

Benjamin( 5), LEDNARD( 4), Adam( 3), Leonard( 2), G.M. ( 1) 
b. 1833. Co. 0, 79th IN Inf. 

Andrew(5) ? whether s/o Leonard or David. b. 1838. Co. 0, 79th IN Inf. 
Oavid(5)(Cothren), OAVID(4), Adam(3), Leonard(2), G.M.(1) 

b. 1826. Co. F, 59th IN Inf. 

Thanas J. ( 5), ANDREW( 4), Adam( 3), Leonard( 2), G.M. ( 1) 
b. 1837. Co. 0, 79th IN Inf. 

Oavid(5), b. 1839, Co. 0, 79th IN Inf. 
Andrew Jr. "Jack"(5), b. 1843. Co. D, 79th IN Inf. 
Johnston, Newton, step-son of Andrew. b. 1830. 17th IN Inf. 

Henry( 5), Joseph( 4), John( 3), Leonard( 2), G.M. ( 1) 
b. 1837. Co. G, !47th OH Inf. 
Enoch (Enos)(4), b. 2 Aug 1825. Co. D, !47th OH Inf. 
Martin(4), b. 1824/25. Co. K, 13th IN Inf. 
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Joseph W. ( 5), ABSOLCM( 4), Joseph( 3), Leonard( 2), G.M. ( 1) 
b. 1839. 

Janes W. ( 5) 
Fernando Cortez(5). b. 4 Nov 1843. Co A, 132nd IN Inf. 
Marion Absolam(S). b. 15 Nov 1845. Co. A, 132nd IN Inf. 

John A. ( 4), George Jr. ( 3), George Sr. ( 2), G.M. ( 1) 
b. 19 Dec 1830. Co. A, 42nd NC Inf. 

George W.(4). b. 1833. Co. B, lOth VA Cav. 
Samuel F.(S.F.)(4). b. Nov 1838. Co. D, 15th NC Inf. 

Hunphrey Posey ( 5 ), JOSEPH ( Joe)( 4 ) , Susannah "Sukey" ( 3 ) , Jacob Jr. ( 2 ), Jacob( 1 ) 
b. 1826. Co. E, 52nd GA Inf. 

William(5). b. 1832. Co. G, 65th GA Inf. 
Elisha Hedden (E..H.)(S). b. 24 Oct 1837. Co. G, .65th GA Inf. 
Jeffrey (Jeffers)(5). b. 1838. Co. E, 52nd GA Inf. 
Jacob F.(5). b. 1838. Co. D, 24th GA Inf. 
George Henry (G.C.)(5). b. 25 Apr 1842. Co. D, 24th GA Inf. 
AlfredWebb(5). b. 18 Jun 1847. Co. F, 30thBn., GACav. 
Albert "Bert" M.(5). b. 18 Jun 1847. Co. 0, 11th GA Cav 

William (W.R.)(5), Jacob "Jake"(4), Susannah "Sukey"(3), Jacob Jr.(2), Jacob(l) 
b. 1837. Co. E, 52nd GA Inf. (Hiawassee Rangers) 

Robert (R.H.)(5), b. 1840. Co. F, 52nd GA Inf. 
Hardy (H.W.)(5), b. 16 Jul 1843. Co. E, 52nd GA Inf. 
John P.(5), b. 1845. Co. E, 52nd GA Inf. 

George C. ( 5), William "Bill" ( 4), Susannah "Sukey" ( 3), Jacob Jr. ( 2), Jacob( 1) 
b. 1836. Co. G, 65th GA Inf. (Fain's Reg't.) 

William Henry(5), b. 1841. (Appears on Georgia roster, but Reg't. '?) 

John(4), Joseph "Joe"(3), Jacob Jr.(2), Jacob Sr.(1) 
John Wesley(5), possibly Westley, Co. B, 69th NC Inf. 

Jacob( 4), b. 13 Jan 1822. "Ethan Allen" Co. 
Abraham A.(4), b. 26 Aug 1833. Co. A, 2nd NC Cav. (Cherokee Rangers) 
Joseph Michae.:(~b. 11 Mar 1835. 1. Cherokee Mtd. Riflemen, 2. Co. G, 65th 

GA Inf. 3. Co. H, 1st SC Art. 

Joel W. ( 3), John "Johnny" ( 2), Jacob( 1) 
b. 25 Nov 1825. Co. B, !57th VA Militia. 

Abram J.(3), b. 1828. Co. B, 157th VA Militia. 
Henry B.(3), b. 1837. Co. B, 157th VA Militia 

John W. ( 3), Abram (Abraham)( 2), Jacob( 1) 
b. 16 May 1836. Co. B, 157h VA Militia 

David(3), b. 1840/42. Co. B, 157th VA Militia. 
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George{4), John{3), George{2), Christian{!) 
Henry B.A.{5), b. 1 May 1845. Co. I, lOth IN Cav. 

John Jr.{4), b. 1815. Served in Mexican War. 
James M.{5), b. 1838. Co, G, 31st IN Inf. 
Isaac P.{5), b. 1842. 20th Batt., IN Light Art. 

Henry{4) 
John Thomas {Thomas J.){5), b. 29 Jul 1840. Co. I, 22nd IN Inf. 
James W. {William){5), b. 29 May 1846. Co. I, lOth IN Cav. 

James H.{4), b. 12 Apr 1821. Served in Mexican War. Co. I, 82nd IN Inf., 
{C.W.) 

John W.{5), b. 1 Oct 1841. Co. I, 145th IN Inf. 
James w. {Wright){5), b. 3 Jul 1843. Co. I, 22nd IN Inf. 

Martin{ 5), Henry{ 4), Daniel{ 3), Henry Jr. ( 2), Henry Sr. { 1) 
b. 20 Sep 1837. Co. A, 11th OH Inf. 

John{5), b. 11 De~ 1840. Co. K, 34th IN Inf. 

william{4), Elias{3)J Jacob Sr.{2), Henry Sr.{1) 
b. 17 Apr 1833. Co. K, 1st MD Cav. {CSA) 

Abraham{Abram) S.{4), b. 1835. Co. 0, Perkin's Bn., MO Inf.{CSA) 

Ephraim s/o Aaroo & Mary Erhart-Eller. { 1850 Census, Wayne Co., :U,) 
b. 12 Apr 1835. Co. E, !47th IN Inf. 

Jacob, b. 14 Oct . l840. Co. I, 34th IA Inf. 

Hinnan(Hiram), s/o Henry & Dacia Norris-Eller. ( 1850 Census, White Co., TN) 
b. 1835. Co. K, 1st TN Mtd. Inf. {U.S.A.) 

James H., b. 20 Aug 1836. Co. K, 25th TN Inf. (C.S.A.) 
Thomas, b. 1841. Co. 0, 1st TN Inf. Bn. {Calm's) (C.S.A.) 

Thomas A., s/o James & Susan Eller. (1860 Census, Monroe Co., KY) 
b. 1840. Co. B, 5th KY Cav. (U.S.A.) 

Jacob Franklin, b. 1842. Co. B, 5th KY Cav. (U.S.A.) 
James L., b. 1844. Co. F, 1st TN Mtd. Inf. (U.S.A.) 

IDVAN OOUNTY ELLERS 

Moses(5), Charles(4), John(3), John Melcher(2), Jacob(!) w. Maria Goettge 
b. 1828. Co. 0, 23rd NC Inf. 

James{S), b. 1835. Co. H, 23rd NC Inf. 
Oavid(5), b. 1836. Co. 0, 42nd NC Inf. 
Jesse Benjamin(5), b. 1844. Co. B, 42nd NC Inf. 

Jesse, (Pedigree not known). (1850 Census, Rowan Co.) 
b. 1830. Co. F, 7th NC Inf. 

Richard E., (brother of above), b. 1834. Co. 0, 23rd NC Inf. 

303 



ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

John M., s/o Andrew & Catherine Eller. ( 1850 Census, Rowan Co.) 
b. 1828, Co. D, 7th NC Inf. 

Cornelius, b. 1834. Co. D, 42nd.NC Inf. 
Eli, b. 1835. Co. H, 23rd NC Inf. 
Samuel, b. 1838, Co. H, 23rd NC Inf. 

Jacob, s/o Conrad & Mary Eller. (1850 Census, Rowan Co.) 
b. 1841(?). Co. D, (Rowan Artillecy) 1st NC Art. & Ord. 

Joseph, b. 1843. Co. C, 57th NC Inf. 

Joshua, s/o. Charles & Catherine Eller. (1850 Census, Rowan Co.) 
b. 1834. Co. D, 23rd NC Inf. 

caleb, b. 1838. -Co. F, 7th NC Inf. 
Benjamin (Jesse Benjamin?), b. 1840. Co. G, 6th NC Inf. 
William, b. 1842. Co. D, (Rowan Art.), 1st NC Art. & Ord. 

HENRY & ELIABETH BIGLER ELLER FAMILY HISTORY
NEW COMPUTER PROGRAM 

CLARICE V. STANLEY 
605 Vine St. 

Martins Ferry, OH 43935 

At the ELLER Conference II, Estes Park, Colorado I submitted a 
Computerized Family History of Henry & Elizabeth BIGLER ELLER. There have 
been a few additions since that time; however Information Is still needed on 
their children; especially their oldest son Joseph ELLER. 

The purpose of this report Is to tell you about a new computer program 
that I have obtained recently that uses the data of my Personal Ancestral File 
Program obtai ned from the L.D.S. Family History Dept. which has already been 
entered. It Is called PAF Ability, and prints In a new format. Instead of 
Family Group Records and Notes to follow; It Is a modified version of the 
"Register" or "New England System" used by the "New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Quarterly", and prints by Generation with different numbering 
system. After individuals are named along with personal data, the notes follow 
Immediately, making It easier to read and understand. 

In comparison this version is much smaller than the original submitted. 
This copy has 47 pages, including 5 pages of Index. The other one has some 
215 pages of actual data Including a Descendancy Chart of 10 pages. There 
was no Index. Of course I included personal documents in the original, 
making It almost two inches thick. 

Examples are being submitted for your examination. Also, In case It 
might be of Interest, I am Including a page giving Information where these 
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Genealogy Programs may be obtained. The Personal Ancestral File is. from 
L.D.S. as mentioned previously; and the new PAF Ability from an indtvidual in 
Maryland. 

I am sure there are other programs that would be just as satisfactory, 
and I have seen them advertised. This is merely to tell you about what does 
the job for me. I have also done my husband's family; and hope to do other 
ancestral lines. 

In closing, Good Luck in your own Research; and I present my latest 
version of the HENRY & ELIZABETH BIGLER ELLER FAMILY HISTORY to the 
ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

TO: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN MAY 1993 
FROM: 
Clarice V. (Eller) Stanley, 605 Vine St., Martins Ferry, OH 43935 

SUBJECT: GENEALOGY COMPUTER PROGRAMS - USED FOR ELLER FAMILY 
HISTORY 

PERSONAL ANCESTRAL FILE (PAF 2.2) Obtained from: 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
Family History Department 
Ancestral File Operations Unit, 22.2 
50 North West Temple Street 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150 Phone: (801) 240-2584 

Originally bought 2.1 Version at $35.00 which Included Manual In 1988. 
Updated 2.2 Version Diskettes cost $5.00 plus $8.00 for Manual - $13.00 in 1989 
(Copyright 1986, 1988, 1989) 
I do not know the cost as of now; however probably around $45.00? LOS does 
not advertise; therefore making their program much cheaper. 
When ordering, you advise the type of computer that you have, and size of 
diskettes, etc. 

Item of further interest - The Family Group Sheets, as well as the personal 
data. entry screen will show Fields for Dates of Baptism, Endowment and Seal. 
This is for those who wish to submit family records to the LOS Temple. IN 
CONFIGURATION, YOU CAN ELIMINATE THESE LOS ORDINANCE FIELDS, AND THEY 
WILL NOT APPEAR ON THE SCREEN OR REPORTS! 
****************************************************************************** 
FOR THE INDEXING PROGRAM WHICH USES "PAF" DATA, OBTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
FROM: 

PAFAbility, Version 2.0 

Barbara A. Ben nett 
6426 Pound Apple Court 
Columbia, MD 21045-5414 

Copyrl ght (c) 1991, 1992 

Phone: (410) 381-1735 
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CREATE MODIFIED-REGISTER FORMAT GENEALOGIES FROM YOUR PAF DATA 
FILES. 
COMPATIBLE WITH PERSONAL ANCESTRAL FILE 2.0, 2.1 and 2.2. 

Cost as of April 1993 - $10.00, plus $2.00 s&h. 

System Requirements for PAFAbility Version 2.0: 
Computer with IBM-DOS or MS-DOS operating system, version 3.0 or higher. 
640K Memory 
Hard Disk 
Personal Ancestral File Data Files 
Optional: Expanded memory, mouse, printer. 

'PROJECT NEW HOPE' 
A Restoration Project 

LYNN ELLER 
42nd 28th St. 

Atlanta, GA 30309 

1) Attached to this outline is a letter dated 21 October 1992 that details the two proposals 
of the project, that of David Eller and John Eller. The letter explains quite clearly the 
reasons why restoration is needed and that it is proper that we accomplish such efforts. 

This letter was posted to twenty descendants of John and Simeon Eller relatives who are 
closest to these lines. Within six months we had responses from 10 descendants who have 
contibuted a total of $7 60. We continue to appeal to others of these lines to make a 
commitment. Our goal is $1000. The restoration of David's marker will be 
approximately $150.00. The gravestone for John will be about $450.00. Other expenses 
for this project will be a contribution to the New Hope Baptist Church Cemetery Fund and 
an honorarium for the Honor Guard which will attend the ceremony and dedication for 
David. 

2) Organizing a Restoration Project: 

a. Obviously the first requisite is a NEED. Those of us who have visited the New 
Hope area have clearly seen the need to restore a broken gravestone. It is heartbreaking to 
see the stone of our Civil War casualty relative broken and lying on the ground. We also 
felt the NEED for a proper marker for John. This will be erected next to the gravestone 
of John's wife, Susannah Kerns Eller. 

306 



ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

b. Organizing this particular effort should involve two or three interested persons, it 
was thought. Myrrel Baldwin, Byron Eller and I did just that. My responsibility was 
writing the initial letter to descendants, contacting the New Hope Baptist Church for 
approval and establishing a target date for completion. Myrrel's responsibilities have 
been receiving and acknowledging contriutions whch he then forwarded to the EF A 
Treasurer, Nancy Eller. Disbursements for the expenses of the project will be made by 
the Treasurer. And, Myrrel is in command of having the marker repaired and contracting 
with a Wilkes County artisan to design a proper marker. Byron's involvement is in the 
area of planning a proper service and dedication for David Eller. Byron's connections 
with Civil War organizations have produced a N.C. Honor Guard which will be present at 
New Hope in July 1995. 

c). In summary, when such a restoration project is established, you must first feel the 
NEED. Then you must organize a small group to spear head the project and to carry out 
it's mission to a proper conclusion. Thought should be given to a budget that will be 
required, action taken to contact relatives and descendants for financial assistence AND 

participation in a proper dedication ceremony. You should target a time frame an 
conclusion for the project. Most importantly, funds collected for such a project, which is 
under the umbrella of the EF A, must pro pertly be handled by the EF A Treasurer. At the 
conclusion of a restoration project, funds remaining after all expenses, should revert to 
the general Restoration and Research Fund. 

(Eds. Lynn has provided a model for similar cemetery restoration projects. Those 
wishing to contribute to these projects should send their contributions to: 

Myrrel Baldwin, 20 Windihill Drive, Greenburg, P A 15601) 
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LEONARD ELLER, SON OF GEORGE MICHAEL, 
AFTER JAMES W. HOOK 

VAN ELLER 
6455 E. I 16th St. 

Fishers IN 4603 8 - 1721 

!~came as a surprize to me that there was so little 

information available to the decendants of Leonard Eller, 

but then I have lived with the locations of the farm and the 

cemetarys and in fact have farmed the Eller farm all my 

life. I grew up with the old Eller Bridge and named our 

farm The Eller Bridge Farms. As cousins and aunts and 

uncles passed away there seemed to be boxes of old photos to 

be cared for and since I never seem to throw anything away 

most of it is somewhere around home here on the farm. 

My grandfather was James W. EllerS, on page 46 of the Hook 

history. Frank Eller6, married Grace Black and their family 

consisted of Virginia Eller Beals and Fern Eller Kinsey. 

Maud6, (sometimes spelled Maude) married Charles Randall and 

they raised Donald and Dorothy Randall Webster. Donald 

never married, Dorothy Rosemary married Louis I. Webster and 

just celebrated their 50th this past June 19, 1993. they 

have two sons, Stephen M. and David c. Webster, and five 

grandchildren. Donald passed away in 1989. Hervey 

Eller6, married Katherine McMeans and had no children. My 

father Chauncey Max Eller6, married my mother Clara Marie 

VanJelgerhois. My mother died when I was two and a half 

years old and he later remarried Marian Butz. My father 

died in Jan 1955. 308 
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Fernando Cortez Eller5, this family is recorded in the Hook 

history and the grand-daughter Marion Eller Huff is still 

living, now 89 years old. Grand-son Joseph Ingram Eller 

died some years ago. James Edward Eller is still living and 

may be at the ~3 convention as he lives just across the 

river from Portland in Vancover Wa. Betty and Amanda are 

living in Nashville Ind. 

I have no records on Marion Absolom Eller5 other than those 

on page 47. I remember my father talking of uncle Marion. 

Newark Ark. would be a good place to start. 

Hannah Elizabeth Eller5, I have no updated information on 

this f ami 1 y. 

Pheobe Eller5, no luther information. 

John D. Eller5, John D. married Ida Long. They had four 

children as is stated in the enclosed Williamson Affidavit. 

Namely Earl, Arza, Ethel REller Shough, and Raymond. Arza 

is pictured in photo of the entrance to Ben-Hur-Park. He at 

one time owned a small farm about five miles north of 

Bonners Ferry, Idaho. He stayed with my family for several 

weeks in 1951 and at that time he mentioned he had a niece 

or nephew living near there. This must be children of his 

sister Ethel as I have found no information on Earl having 
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any children and Raymond completely dropped from site many 

years ago, last being in the southern Arizona region. 

Arza mentioned that his mother was buried in Anderson 

Missouri and this agrees with information in one of the 

Affidavits and quit claim deed notarized in northwestern 

Ark. Arza is believed buried in Camas Wa. 

Alonzo N. EllerS, married my grand-mothers sister Emma 

Applegate and they had four children. This information is 

included in the packette. Zula died several years ago with 

no children. Herbert married Leona Barnes and lived in the 

La Habra, Cal. area. They had no children. 

Pearl never married and lived in the northern part of 

Indianapolis all her life and was a school teacher. She 

died in 1984 

Dale Eller served in the army in World War 1. He married 

Aletha Dawson and adopted a son Dudley who married Deline 

Patterson and had a son who is Supt. of Schools in San Juan 

Capistrano, Cal. Dale worked for the Standard Oil Co. in 

oil production. He passed away sometime near 1988 or 1989 

and is buried in vetrans cemetery near San Diego, Cal. 

I hope this adds to the information that Mr. Hook did such a 

good job on and there is also some history involved that 

will help in further research. My wife Betty and I wish to 

thank Jean Oliver for the help she gave us in finding some 

of the old records. 

310 



ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

As stated above we live on the original farm and would like 

to see it saved from the rampant development that is taking 

place. We have investigated the formation of a foundation 

with the farm being the centerpiece for forestry research 

such as the Rodale Farm in Emmaus Pa. We are open for 

suggestions. Thank you, 

Van & Betty Eller 

FAMILY HISTORY 

Come walk with us. 
Back through the vista of the years 
Wftich our ancestors knew. We seek 
The trails which they once trod 
To find the spots where they once dwelt. 
And while we search abandoned haunts, 
Read weatherd stones and turn the musty pages 
Of the past, their spirits come alive 
And walk with us. We leam of them: 
Their lives, their loves, their hates, 
And with this knowledge learn 
To understand ourselves. For each of them 
Has given unto us a part. We owe them this; 
That they shall be remembered for that gift. 

- Fern Stokes ELLER. 

SOURCE: BOOK: HUTCHINS-HUTCHENS Descendents of 
Strangeman Hutchins. aompiled, edited, 
and indexed by Rita Hineman Townsend. 
(Gateway Press, Inc., Baltimore 1979) 

- Cou4Z~~y o6 CalvLn W~lk~4 Evan~, EFA M~mb~~ 
64om Pho~nLz, A4Lzona 
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ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 Orting .. WA 98360 
Tel. •( 206) 893-5399 

·oLD. PETER GRABILL & CONNECTION TO THE ELLERS 

A talk given by me on 17 July 1993 at tho Eller Family Association Conference 

held in Portland. OR. 14-1 a July 1993. 

·My name is Paul J. Phipps. and I I ivo in Orting. WA. Orting is about 150 

miles narth Df Portland. n•r Tacoma. WA. 

I have boon asked to give a short talk today on ·oad· Peter Grabill. and tho 

connection with tho Eller Family. ·o1d• Peter is my great. gr•t. gr•t. gr•t. 

great grandfather. 

I first became subconsciously involved in Gen•logy. when I saw the TV series. 

Roots. My comment was. ·1 don"t know. where I came from either·. Then a 

niece. who had become a Mormon. asked me in 1 9a5 about our ancestry. I 

couldn•t give her hardly anything. I know both of my grandnthor·s Mm•. and 

that was it. I had never knowingly mot oven a cousin. 

Well. my niece not knowing any bettor. wrote • Iotter to tho Bristol. TN 

PostDfflco. asking them If they would put her In contact with anyone living in 

tho ar• named Bowling. my mothor"s maiden Mme. Lo-and-bohold they did. 

My niece received a Iotter from an Ide Mae Boling. It turns out that lda·s father 

was my mother·s brother. so Ida and I are first cousins. 

I thought that was pretty neat. so I asked my niece to ask Ida if there was 

someone I could write to. I received the Mme. Curtis Bentley. who lived in 

Shady Valley. TN. where I was born. I lived there only the first few months of 

my life. My mother. father. and I moved to Seattle. where l"ve lived in and 

around my whole I ife. 

Curtis answered my letter. then there were the phone calls. and the next thing I 

know I was on an airplane going to Shady Valley. Curtis· mother and mine wore 

sisters. so we wore first cousins. I was surprised to find that there were 3 

aunts and 1 uncle on my dad"s side that were still alive. I met the 3 aunts. but 

never saw the uncle. as he didn"t live near. One day in Bristol. TN. I met a 
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first cousins and their mother in one house. Their mother was an aunt. but by 

marriage. 

When I got back from that trip. I was a hook_. genMioglst. and had even IMrn• 

to spell the word. 

In 1919. I bought a computer. My handwriting was so bad. that even I couldn"t 

read it. People then started answering my letters. and I was r•lly on my way. 

In 1991. I became aware of the name Eller. My cousin Ida Mae Boling asked me 

if I could find the ancestors of her mother. Her maiden name was Margaret 

Virginia Eller. Ida thought her grandfather was named Lowery Eller. and that 

was all she knew. Lowery had died in 1912. when Ida was only 3 y•rs old. 

In my efforts to find Lowery. someone suggest• I write to a Bill Eller. who 

lived in Lakewood. CO. Bill apparently decided to help this obvious amateur. 

and he suggested I buy the Hook book on George Michael Eller. I did. and there 

was only one Lowery in the book. but according to the Census data in the book. 

this lowery would have been 10 yMrs old when he got married. That was pretty 

young even for TN. With a few more letters to Bill and Gerald Eller. it was 

determined that the wrong census was quoted in the book. I had the right 

Lowery from day one. and my cousin. Ida. had the ancestry of her mother back 

to George M ichaol. In this process of finding Lowery. I had IMrned a lot about 

the Ellers. 

My second experience with the Eller name came. when I put a query in the July 

1991 issue of the PA Mennonite Heritage. I was seeking tho parents of my 

Peter Grayb•l Sr •• born in 1780. Dee (Simmons) Hepworth of Spokane. WA 

answered my query. as she was also seeking the same information. Dee and I 

wore distant cousins. and had both gone to high school in SMttlo. Doe is a 

retired school tMcher and a long time genMiogist. 

Doe had recently installed her genealogy into a computer. She knew that I was 

interested in the Eller name. so was kind enough to send me a lot of her old 

papers. I picked what I wanted. and sent tho rest to Bill for his possible use. 
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There was an old letter in Dee"s files from an Emmert Bittinger of Bridgewater. 

VA. In his letter. Emmert had suggested the possibility that Peter Graybeal Sr. 

mey have been a nephew of a Christian Grayb i 11. who has been documented. I 

h.a never heard that. so wrote to Emmert. In his answer to me. he said that he 

h.tn"t had the time to pursue this hypothesis. However. he suggested I write to 

a Joseph Piatt of Oakmont. PA. I did. and in short time. I received a large 

package from Joseph. 

Joseph had been trying to find the parents of his Joseph Grabill. He found that 

the parents that were included in the history of his line were definitely wrong. 

He was sure now that he has found the correct parents. and had all kinds of 

documentation for proof. such as Wi lis and Deeds. 

These newly found parents for his Joseph Grabill were Peter and Nary Grabill. 

This Peter h..t written a Will in 1811 that named his 6 children. one being 

Joseph and one being Peter that had married Christina Wampler. I could hardly 

believe my eyes. This Christina was the daughter of Peter and Anna 

(Brenneisen) Wampler Jr. It all fit perfectly. All of this takes place in 

Frederick Co •• MD. That is whore my Peter Graybeal Sr. m.rried Christina 

Wampler. and their first child. John. was born there. 

At the onset of my communication with Joe. he indicated he didn"t want to 

correspond with a lot of people. So I became. sort of a middle men. I sent 

copies of what I received from Joe to WilliamS. Graybeal. President of the 

Graybeal Reunion. and to few others. 

Now. the reason I was asked to give this talk becomes evident. Two of ·o1d· 

Peter Grabill"s daughters married two of Henry Eller Sr.·s sons. Namely. 

Elizabeth Grabi II married Joseph Eller. and Francy Grabi II married Henry 

Eller Jr. 

At this point. I decided that I should become a member of the Eller Family 

Association. With my first Chronicle. I knew I needed a few back issues. 

Through the efforts of Bill and Gerald Eller. I was able to determine. which 

ones would be of help. That is when Charlotte Marshall came into my life. She 
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supplied me with the back issun. One issue in particular was very 

informative. I found through a letter written to the Chronicln by Gale 

Honeyman in 1990. showed that Chloe Lousia (Welker) Evens had found the Will 

of ·oad· Peter Grabill In the 1950s. This lntorm.tlon was In The Eller 

Chroniclas. Vol. 4.#4. Nov. 1990. Obviously nene of this information ever 

found it"s way into the hands of gen .. logists rn•rchi,. Peter Grayb .. l Sr. 

Bill then suggested I write to Clarice Stanley of Martins Ferry. OH. which I did. 

Clarice did not have a complete copy left of her cemputerized Eller Book. but 

she sent me that part. which I was most interested. Her information further 

confirmed what I had l .. rned. 

In addition to all the help Bill gave me. he alse sent me a package of data on 

Henry· Eller Sr •• which has been very useful. 

With all the help I have had. I do have a framework of the 6 children of ·o1d• 

Peter and Mary Grabill. I think the first 5 children were probably born in 

Lancaster Co •• PA. The youngest child was probably born in Frederick Co •• MD. 

1. Elizabeth b. abt 1754. married Joseph Eller. I have very little on this 

family. 

2. John b. 13 Mar 1758. married Anna Garber. They lived and died in 

Frederick Co •• MD. There were 4 children. 

3. Sara b. abt 1760. married Adam Smith Jr. I have very little on this family. 

4. Peter Sr. b. abt 1760. married Christina Wampler. They moved to VA in abt 

1780 and were in Wilkes Ce.(now Ashe Co.). NC in abt 1785. I have over 4000 

descendents in my computer. There were 1 0 children. 

5. Francy b. abt 1765. married Henry Eller Jr. They moved to W•hington Co •• 

PAin abt 1787. then to Montgomery Co •• OH in abt 1815. There wore 11 

children. 
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6. Joseph b. abt 1770. marri.t Barbara Garber. They mov.t to Washington Co •• 

PA in abt 1 805. There were 7 children. 

Pertinent Wills and Deeds all record.t and flied In Frederick Co •• MD are as 

follows: 

a. Deed of Old Peter Grabill. dtd. 21 Aug. 1769 

b. Will of Old Peter Grabill. dtd. 11 Mar. 1811 

c. Will of Peter Wampler Jr •• dtd. 9 June 1792 

d. Deed of Joseph Eller (son of Henry Sr.). dtd. 21 Apr. 1794 

c. Will of John Grabill (son of Old Peter). dtd. 12 Mar. 1829 

A typed copy of these are in the handout 

There is also a I ist. in the handout. of 79 Deeds. on the descendants and 

collaterals of ·o1d• Peter Grabill and Henry Eller Sr •• in Joseph Piatt"s 

findings. which are helpful. 

I talked on the phone to Joe Piatt in March telling him I had been requested to 

give a short talk on ·o1d• Peter. I asked him if there was anything new that 

would diminish his findings. He said no. However. he said he was now playing 

more golf. Finding ·o1d· Peter was Important to Joe. because he knew that the 

previous parents. he and others had. for his Joseph Grabill were wrong. Joseph 

Grabi II was the youngest child of ·o1d• Peter. 

Now I would like to relate a couple of little stories in r..,.rds to the Ellers. 

In Sept. of 1 989. I was on a visit to VA. TN. and NC. I had been to the West 

Jefferson Library. and was on my way back to my cousins. Roy and Marie 

(Elliott) Ham. of Rich Hill in Ashe Co •• NC. I stopped in the town of 

Warrensville to do a little grocery shopping. 

In the course of my shopping. I got in a conversation with a lady. who was also 

shopping. She was so mad at herself. because she had forgotten her grocery 

list. Then she proceeded to tell me she would be 91 on her next birthday on the 

13th of January. I then told her she was lucky she was here to forget her 

grocery I ist. We had a good laugh. After I left the store. I wondered why I 
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didn"t get her name. Some genealogist I am. She. as you can see. left a big 

impression en me. 

Then on the cever of The Eller Chronicles Vol. Vl:4. Nov. 1992. there was a 

picture ef Gertrude (Eller) W.Well that looked like the lady I had met in the 

grocery store. Gertrude had been It i lied in a headon coli is ion of a car and a van. 

Gertrude was a passenger in the van. which was on its way to Sunday morning 

servica at her church in Ashe Co •• NC. 

In the Chronicles. an article was written on Gertrude by J. C. Ashley. After 

reading the article. I gather that Gertrude had also made a big impression on 

lots of people. Was it possible that the lady I met in the store was Gertrude? 

I wrote a letter to J. C •• and asked him if he thought Gertrude was the lady I had 

met in the grocery store. The answer I got back. confirmed that the lady I had 

met was indeed. Gertrude (Eller) W.Well. 

On a trip to Rich Hill. Ashe Co •• NC in May of this year. I taped a conversation 

with my cousin. Marie Ham. I asked Marie if she remembered her school 

tacher"s names. and she started naming them for me. Then I would ask who 

their parents wore. so I could later chock to see if they were in my computer. 

Everyone of them were. so they all have notes that say they taught Marie in 

school on Rich Hi II. 

One of those teachers was an Irene Eller. Also. I asked her if she liked all her 

teachers. She said all but one. Irene Eller. She said. she was a very strict 

woman. Marie chuckled. when she said this. 

Irene Eller was still alive in 1990. and she is listed as • retired scheol tMcher 

in the Eller book by Hoot. 

I relayed this story in a letter to Minnie (Phipps) DeWease of Delta. PA. 

Minnie is a cousin to me and also to Marie. Minnie and Marie grew up together 

in Ashe Co •• NC. Minnie wrote back that she remembered Irene Eller and also 
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had an experience with her. It seems that there was a heavy snow. and Minnie 

cauldn"t get to high school. sa she was allow• to attend the elementary school 

that Marie was in. 

A girl was talking to Minnie during class. and Minnie was trying to let the girl 

know that talking wasn"t allowed. As Minnie put it In her letter. I got picked on 

by Irene. Irene drew a circle on the blackboard. and told Minnie she would have 

to stand with her nose in this circle sa many minutes. Minnie said no thank 

you. picked up her books and walked aut. She hadn"t gone very far. until she 

looked back and about 4 other students were following her. One of them was 

Marie. 

Minnie added that lrene"s father. Kirby Luke Eller. wa our childhood mail 

carrier. He was a lovely man. and we children loved him. 

Irene Eller was married to Dr. Millard James Grayb•l. 

l"m still trying to find an Eller in my direct line. but so far with no luck. 

Maybe. when I get back to Adem and Eve E liar. I wi II find the connection. 

That ends my talk. Thank you. 

If there are any quest ions. I wi II try to answer them.-
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Famil!! Group He-cord - lvl:RIN 10006 

Husband: Peter "Old" GRABILL -16911 

Born: ABT 1730 P18.ce: ...... Prob S'\'litzerland 
Cht·.: Place: 
Man·: ABT 1750 Place: 
Died: BEF 11 MAR 1811 Pla<~e: ,John~IVille! Frederick Co J 1'10 
Bur.: Place: .Johnsville* .. Frederic: k Co .. t-1 D 
ft1ther: Mother: 
Othet· ·wives: 

"~life: t1anJ ? -1 E.912 

Born: ABT 1730 Pla<:e: 
Chr.: Place: 
Died: BEF 1815 Pla·~e: .Johnsville .. Frederick Co .. t-'ID 
Bw·.: Pl8.o:::e: .Johnsville ? .. Frederic:~; Co, 1'1D 
father: Mother: 
Othet· Husbands: 

Sex Children List each child (living ot· dead) 
M/f in order of birth 
1. Name: Elizabeth GRABEL -16916 Spouse: .Joseph ELLER -16922 
F 

2. 
1"1 

3. 
F 

4. 
t-1 

" ). 

F 

6. 
t···1 

Born: ABT 1754 Place: .. Lancaster Co ... PA 
Chr.: Place: 
Marr: Place: 
Died: Place: 
Ne.me: John GRABILL -16915 Spouse: Anna GARBER -16'321 
Born: 13 1'1AR 1758 Place: .. Lanc:aster Co., PA 
Cht·.: Pl::..ce: 
M81'r: Place: 
Died: 13 FEB 1844 Place: ,Jo h n3vill e, Frede ri e k Co, 1'1 D 

Name: Saree GRABEL -16913 Spouse: Adam StvliTH .Jr. -16919 
Born. ABT 1760 Pla·~e: , Lancaster Co ... PA 
Chr.: Place: 
Ma1·r: 17 FEB 1811 Plac:e: .. Frederick Co .. t1D .. (pro b.) 
Died: Pla~~e: 

Na.me: Peter John GRAYBEAL Sr. -6009 Spouse: Christina W'At-'lPLER -601 o 
Born: 3 OCT 1762 
Chr.: 
MatT: ABT 1779 
Died: 11 1"1AY 1842 

Name: Francy GRABEL -16917 
Born: ABT 1765 
Chr.: 
Man·: ABT 1783 
Died: ABT 1838 

Name: .Joseph GRABLE -16'318 
Bot·n: ABT 1770 
Cht·.: 
M;:.1·r: ABT 1 "7(1'? 

I -· ._ 

Died: 1844 

Place: , Lancaster Co., PA 
Pla(:e: 
Place: .. Frederic:k Co ... t··1D 
Place: Vega ... Jackson Co., OH, Bloomfield h 1 p 

Spouse: Henry ELLER ,Jr. -16923 
Pla<:e: .. Lanc:aster Co., PA 
Pla<:e: 
Place: .. Frederick Co, t1D 
PlaGe: Randol ph T-.o~p .. 1-·1ont9omer'J Co, OH, (pro b) 

Spouse: Barbara GARBER -16926 
Plao:::e: .. Frederick Co, t··1D 
Pla(:e: 
Plao:::e: .. Frederick Co, ~··JD 
Place: V·/. Bethlehem T'.otp, '•,·\"ashington Co .. PA 

Name end Address of Submitter: 
Paul J. Phi pp:3 
i336 :3. Harman 1N'a'J # 49 
Orting, \·VA 98360 

Phone: ( 206) 893-5399 

Pel;'ltion::;hip of Submitter to HIBband _______ .\'\"ife ______ _ 

P8.Fe 1 ~. 
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BEHIND THE I.INI!S 
With the Ellers in the Civil War 

Byron H. Eller 

Thanas Jefferson( 5) was the tenth child and the youngest son of 
Simeon( 4 )[John( 3), Peter( 2), George Michael( 1)] and Fanny McNiel-Eller, 
being born in 1837/1838, making him about 20 years younger than his 
oldest brother, Hal:vey. The Simeon Eller fann, 6 miles northwest of 
North Wilkesboro, was hane to him as it was to older members of1he family. 
Also at hane was a younger sister (elevent child) by three years, America. 

As has been noted in previous writings under this by-line, Thanas' 
father, Simeon, becane ill and died suddenly 19 June 1850 when Thanas 
was only twelve years old. This was a great loss to the family and 
to the young lad in particular, for it seems a close bond existed between 
father and this young son, for as we read, a very special and sentimental 
portion of Simeon's possessions was willed to Thanas. Reading, "The 
will of Simeon Eller was signed 18 June 1850, the day before his death ••.• 
He gave his youngest son Thanas Jefferson Eller his 'rifle gun' to be 
accounted for by him in his settlement with the executor .•.• the 'rifle 
gun' , mentioned in his will, was one made by himself, he having been 
a blacksmith and skilled gunsmith as well as the operator of a fann". 
( 1) 

This story sounds reniniscent of the Biblical account of another 
father who had a special regard for his eleventh son, --"Now Israel (Jacob) 
loved Joseph rrore than any of his other sons, because he had been born 
to him in his old age, and he made a richly ornamented robe for him". 
Gen. 37:3. The analogy may not be entirely correct, bJt a similarity 
does seem to exist. We wonder what Thanas did with his gun fran the 
time it was willed to him, and as he was growing into young manhood, 
but no matter what was done with it, it rrust have been a very prized 
possession for the young man. 

Thanas' rrother died 4 October 1856, when he was 18 years of age, 
and his younger sister was only 14 years. To which hane these young 
people went now as orphans is not Jmawn but there were older married 
brothers living on the hane place and adjacent faimS so anyone of then 
would have made hones for this brother and sister. 

Fort Surrpter fell to South Carolina forces 14 April 1861, bJt North 
Carolina did not secede fran the Union until 20 May 1861. There followed 
quickly a call to her young men to join the ranks of the Confederacy. 
Perllaps it was the feeling of being alone and restless that prarpted 
Thanas to enlist into the Southern army as early as he did, for he answer
ed this call on 11 July 1861. North carolina regiments were being 
fanned as quickly as men became available, being numbered numerically 
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as the men presente:i thanselves, and tlrus the First North carolina Infan
try :Regiment was formed very early in the war. It was organized at 
the race track near Warrentoo, North carolina, in the Spring of 1861. 
Cotpanys were oon1:ri.ruted by oounties, thus all of Q:JTpany B was fran 
Wilkes County, ocnpose:i of 170 young men fran that oounty. ( 2) 

And so 'lb:rnas Jefferson enlisted in Cc:rrpany B, 1st N.C. Infantry 
with his first oousin, Cleveland Bamett Eller(S), Peter(4), Jolm(3), 
Peter( 2 ) , George Michael( 1) • They reporte:i for nustering in at Warren
ton, N.C. with the other Wilkes County men. In .July after the organiza
tion was perfecte:i, the regiment was ordered to Ridm:::lnd. to take up 
position at Brc:x>ks' Station, near Acquia Creek, Ch. B to man the heavy 
guns in the batteries at the nouth of that creek, and was engaged in 
several skil:m:ishes with the enany' s gunboats. Fran there in the Spring 
of 1862 the regiment was ordered to Goldsboro, N.C., tut shortly was 
ordered back to Rictmond, and cu:rived at Seven Pines (Fair oaks) oo 
the Virginia Peninsula just after that battle had been fought 11 June 
1862. Here it remained oo picket duty during the Seven Days Battle, 
25 .June to 1 July 1862. On the last day of the engagement the regiment 
formed a line of battle at Malvern Hill, facing a heavily fortified 
position made on a strong natural plateau. '!be regiment was oniered 
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to assault the Union's defensive works, which turned into a bloody and 
disorganized struggle. In so d::>ing the regiment took heavy casualties, 
one being oousin Cleveland Bamett. The extent of his wound is not 
known, but it did take him out of action, and he was discharged on 1 
March 1863, by reason of his having provided a substitute. 

As the anny ITDVed north to be in lee's invasion of Maryland it 
encountered the enany at Crarpton Gap in South Mountain, and arrived 
at Sharpsburg (Battle of Antietcrn) 15 August 1862, and was in and out 
of cambat, being mtly engaged at the celebrated "cornfield". The loss 
of the regiment in this battle was more than fifty percent of the nunber 
engaged. After the battle the regiment recrossed the Potanac River 
and proceeded in the direction of Fredricks burg, Virginia. One notable 
finding at this time was that the majority of the men were ncm barefoot. 

Fredricksburg during the bitterly cold month of December witnessed 
that lx>rribly blcx:xly battle of 12 and 13 December, with the 1st N.C. 
regiment remaining in the first and second lines. After this battle 
the regiment built and occupied winter quarters on the Rappahannock, 
near Skinker's Neck. The winter was spent in picket duty, drilling, 
and foraging for subsistence. On 19 April 1863 this regiment left it's 
encanpnent and marched in the direction of Olancellorsville. Here the 
opposing amdes would meet in mortal conflict. 

The anny arrived at Hamilton's D:ossing the evening of 29 April 
1863, and was fonred in line of battle, beccrning the second line in 
support of the first line, which was cxmnanded by General Robert Rodes. 
It remained in position here illltil 2 May when carmenced what is described 
as one of the most daring plans in rrdlitary history. Defying strategic 
and tactical laws of warfare, lee split his anny and sent General Thanas 
J. "Stonewall" Jackson en a 14 mile march, taking nearly all of 2 May 
to a:nplete. Late in the afternoon a line of battle was fonred 4 miles 
west of Chancellorsville. As twilight (5:30 p.m.) enveloped the "Wilder
ness", Jackson's veterans storrred into General Oliver 0. Howard"s (XI 
Corps ) liD suspecting troops, whose ll1E!Tlbers were oooking · their supper. 
Hcmard' s line collapsed under the lightning assault, and his men fled 
two miles to the rear towards Chancellorsville crossroads. Darkness 
and the mixed Confederate c:cmnands prevented a full scale p..1rsuit. ( 3) 

In the insuing darkness Jackson rode beyond the lines to reoonnoiter 
for the attack of the next morning. As he returned he fell wounded, 
shot by his ~ troops. An arp.1tatioo of his left ann was required, 
but the great "Stonewall" developed pneum::>pia, dying eight days later, 
10 May 1863. The fatal wounding of Jackson perll.aps oost lee more than 
he had gained fran a snashing victory over a foe superior in nunbers 
and strength. His was the one loss the South oould never replace. 
The Anny of Northern Virginia was never the sane with:>ut "Stonewall". ( 4) 

The p..1rsuit of the Yankees was carmenced early next rrorning (SUnday, 
3 May) . The advance was ordered that carried the assaulting troops 
to the enemies breastworks. By afternoon these troops were surrounding 
the Federals massed around the Chancellor House. In the attack of the 
morning casualties were heavy. ( 5) During this canpaign the 1st N.c. 
Regt. lost 32 killed, 140 wounded, 27 missing, for a total of 199 men.(6) 
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Many bbrave officers and rren fought their last battle. Private Thanas 
Jefferson Eller was one of these unfortunate men. Hook states that 
Ttx:mas Jefferson was "killed Battle of Olancellorsville, Virginia, early 
on the rro:rning of 2 M:ly 1863. ( 7) It is the opinion of the writer that 
this is in error for the battle was not engaged until the evening of 
2 M:ly, and the heaviest fighting of the 1st N.C. inf. was early on the 
morning of 3 M:ly, therefore it is believed that is was in the early 
rro:rning attack of 3 May, when the fighting ws the severest for the 1st 
N.C., that Ttx:mas Jefferson fell in battle. 

Hook also states that Thanas "was buried where he fell" . But what 
about the "rifle gun"? Even tlx>ugh many Confederate recruits carried 
their squirrel guns, rifles, or rruskets into war with than, Thanas appar
ently did not, for again fran Hook we lea:rn, "While in the senrice he 
\aOte a letter bane, part of which, after his death, was probated as 
his last will and testanent. It reads, 'and should I never see you 
again I will you, br:other ••• Anderson, IT'!Y gun'", Anderson being his next 
older brother. ( 8) Hook futher states, "The writer has not seen the 
gun but has been told that it is still preserved and owned by a descen
dant of S.i.Jreon's son, Anderson Eller, who received it by the will of 
his brother, 1banas Jefferson" • ( 9) Hook does not venture to suggest 
who the descendant is, tut no doubt the gun still exists to this day, 
and it would rrake for interesting research to verify its existence and 
to identify the descendant in whose possession it rests. 

Now here is the rest of the stocy. On a trip to Virginia in April 
this year, a visit was made to the Olancellorsville Battlefield. At 
the visitors center i.J:K;{uiry was made of the ranger historian if he could 
pinpoint the place the 1st N.C. Inf. made their attack m the rro:rning 
of 3 May 1863. He very obligingly brought out the library's large maps 
of the battle which showed that the heaviest fighting for the 1st N.C. 
occured about 6-7: OOa .m. , and pointed to the spot where the regiment 
was rrost likely engaged, which was just across the road (Orange Tu:rnpike) 
fran the visitors center and the Jackson rronune.nt cx:mnem::>rating the 
spot where "Stonewall" was wounded. The area of the fighting appears 
today much like it did 130 years ago, -a tangle of trees, shnlbs and 
vines. How any nutber of troops could advance tlu:ough that maze is 
a wonder. 

On further questioning of the ranger about the remains of tlx>se 
killed in actioin, it was stated that the. Confederates were buried oo. 
the battlefield, tut the Ladies Merrorial Association, a group of Freder
icksburg wcmen had organized in 1866 for the pupose of caring for the 
graves of the Confederate dead oo. the battlefield. One year later they 
prrchased land for a Confederate canetery and reinterred the soldiers 
in their new location adjoining the Fredericksburg City Ceretery. In 
time headstones supplied by various Southe:rn states replaced the original 
cedar posts. Six Confederate generals and rrore than 3, 300 Southe:rn 
soldiers lie buried in this cemetery anid quiet, peaceful surroundings; 
2, 184 of than are unknown. 

A lx>ok was produced "Roster of the Confederate Dead in the Freder
icksburg Confederate Canetery", by* .R:>bert K. Krick, 1974, containing 
the name of our Eller. With considerable anticipation the eleven miles 
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was made to the cemetery, rut inmed.iately a problem was foreseen. Where 
to begin? The headstones were oovered with a heavy ooating of rross 
and deeply discolored, the nares a.l.m:>st indistinguishable. However, 
it was of help to note the stones were grouped by states. en finding 
the North carolina section, each stone was investigated individually. 
By detennining the cx:mfiguration c:md length of the letters making up 
nares, cne confonning to the ooutline of E L L E R was found. By 
tracing the letters with a sharp stick, soon the tross and lichen were 
scratched CMay, and there standing out very plainly was the nare. It 
was a rocrnent of deep satisfaction and, yes, excitement. 

REFERENCES 

1. George Michael Eller & Descendants of ~U.s in lmerica, Hook, J .W. ; 
1957, p. 179. 

2. Clark, W.; North carolina Regiments, 1901, Vol. 1, p. 137. 
3. Time/Life Books, Rebel Resergent, p. 136. 
4. Manarin, L.H.; North carolina Troops: a R:>ster, 1971, V. III, p.137 
5. Faust, P. ~ Historical Times Illustrated Encyclopedia, p. 126. 
6. Official Records, Vol. 25:1, p. 1033 
7. GIE, Hook, p. 186 
8. i.b.i.d. p. 186 
9. i.b.i.d. p. 179 

GENEALOGIST'S 

DISEASE 
WARNING: Genealogy Pox (Very contagious to adults) 

SYMPTOMS: Continual complaint as to need for names, dates and 
places. Patient has a blank expression, sometimes deaf to 
spouse and children. Has no taste for work of any kind, 
except feverishly looking through records at libraries and 
courthouses. Has compulsion to write letters. Swears at 
mailman when he doesn't leave mail. Frequents strange places 
such as cemeteries, ruins, and remote, desolate country 
areas. Makes secret night calls, hides phone bills from 
spouse and mumbles to self. Has strange faraway look in 
eyes. 

NO KNOWN CURE 
TREATMENT: Medication is useless. Disease is not fatal but 
gets progressively worse. Patient should attend geneal~gy 
workshops, subscribe to genealogical magazines and be given a 
quiet corner in the house where he or she can be alone. 

REMARKS: The unusual nature of this disease is: the sicker 
the patient gets, the more he or she enjoys it! 

Taken from: Ancestors Unlimited Quarterly, publication of 
South-west Nebrasl<a Genealogical Society of McCook, Nebraska 

(o '-f ~+f!..s y ot? L'"\ "",., E. l\e.- C ~ ~ s .J.c.. b'-"" s ~~ 
KeL....(,...i ve J •t 4-"'"'· 
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J.W. Hook's genealogy of 
Leonard Eller did not include 
the name of his wife at the t 
time of publication in 1957. 
Hook later learned her name 
was Elizabeth Masts and this 
information appears as a 
maginal note in some books. 
The information here comes 
from the Watauga Co., NC 
Heritage Book, Watauga Co. 
Genelogical Soc., Boone, NC. 

MASTS ANCESTRY 
414 

Records show the Masts to be of German 
ancestry. A majority of these early ancestors 
Identified as being consecrated to the 
teachings of the word of God, suffered much 
tor conscience sake, yet remained faithful to 
their belief. Because of persecution many left 
Germany, went to Switzerland, and later some 
to the Netherlands. 

John Mast was born in Switzerland in 1740. 
He, in company with an uncle , an older brother 
Jacob, and four sisters, sailed from Rotterdam 
on the ship "Brotherhood" and landed in Phil
adelphia, Pa., Nov. 3, 1750. They resided 
nearly ten years in the district of the Northklll 
Congregation of Amish Mennonites. In 1760 
they were attacked by Indians and forced to 
seek another refuge from persecution . They 
settled in the beautiful Conestoga Valley be
tween the Schuylkill River and Conestoga 
Creek, Berks County, Pa. Here Jacob erected a 
comfortable log farm house for the family. He 
married Magdeline Holly and they reared 
twelve children. He was a prominent citizen 
and was elected to the office of Bishop of the 
Mennonite Church In 1788. 

John, shortly alter becoming twenty years 
old, left his brother Jacob and family to explore 
and hopefully find a more suitable location. 
Alter a period of wandering through lonely 
forests, he settled In the year 1764 in Ran
dolph County, N.C. He was married to Barbara 

and they had five sons and seven daugh
ters. 

John, first son, was married, wife un
known; Joseph married Eve Bowers; Jacob 
married; David married Nancy Ware; Steve. a 
bachelor; Nancy married James Curtis; Eliza-

~ beth married Lttonard Eller; Hannah married , 
Daniel Hoover:Mary married David Hoovw: 
Moille married John Wagner; Catherine mar
ried Andrew Sheets; Susanna married Henry 
Fouts . John, Jacob, David, and some of the 
sisters and their husbands went to Ohio 
(Montgomery and Miami Counties) In 1801 . 
Steve went to Ohio and later to Maryland where 
he located on land, now the City of Baltimore. 

Joseph, b. March 25, 1764, married Eve 
Bowers in May 1783. They came to Watauga 
County during the late 1780s and buill a home 
on Watauga River near Valle Crucis. They had 
eight children: Adam married Elizabeth Cable; 
John married Susanna Harmon; David married 
Mary Shull; Jacob married Fulcher; Joel, a 
bachelor; Reuben married 1st Nancy Wee I, 
2nd Jane Curtis; Noah married Elizabeth Shull; 
and Elizabeth married Benjamin Council . 
Adam moved to Southwest Va. and later to 
Johnson County, Tenn. David, Jacob, and 
Reuben moved with their families and slaves to 
Texas. 

John, b. 1786 (2nd son of Joseph), married 
Susanna Harmon in 1808, and they built a 
home on Brushy Fork Creek, Sugar Grove, 
N.C., where they lived and reareQ fourteen 
children. Most of these children continued to 
live in Watauga County and contributed sub
stantially to the county's population and prog
ress. These children were the fourth genera
tion of Masts in America were, Nancy, b. 
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1809, married Dudley Farthing. They had thir
teen children: William Judson, Susan, James 
Martin, John Young (Jack), Mary White, 
Thomas Jefferson, Henry Harrison, Martha, 
Joseph, Lewis Williams, Sarah Caroline, Wiley 
Hill and Nancy Emeline. 

David (died in infancy). 
Noah, b. 1812, married Elizabeth Roland 

and had three children Harvey, Mary and Joel. 
(Family moved to Missouri). 

Ell, b. 1813 d. 1902, married Celia Dugger. 
They had seven children: Sarah, Joseph Fin
ley, Manuel Dugger, Mary Ellen, William 
Penn, John Calvin and Susan. 

Leason, b. 1815, married Sarah Dugger and 
had three children Charlotte, Eli P. and Hasel
tine (Hester) . (Family moved to Oregon) . 

Elizabeth, b. 1817 - d. 1897, married 
Joseph Shull . They had eight children : 
Temperance Caroline, Noah, Phillip, Ben
jamin, John, James Melton and Mary Adeline. 

Mary,b. 1818-d.1905,marriedJohnW. 
Wilson and they had lour children: Sarah Eme
line, Hiram, John Andrew (Andy) and Susan. 

Charlotte, b. 1820, married Gephemiah 
Horton. Their family consisted of seven chil
dren: Taylor, Finley, James, Nicolas, Emma, 
Jane and John. (They lived in Yancey County). 

Malinda, b. 1822, married Jesse Gragg and 
had two children: William Finley and Pete. 

Caroline, b. 1824 -d. 1887, married 
Andrew Baker Mast (Andy). They had four 
children : William, John, David Finley and 
Mary. 1 

Emeline, b'. 1826-d. 1880, married Henry 
Taylor and had four children: John B., James 
P., Charles Davis and Thomas Hardison. 

Joseph Harrison, b. 1827- d. 1915, mar
ried Clarissa P. Moore and had nine children: 
Sophronia Elizabeth, Andrew Jackson (Andy), 
Leona Angeline, Martha Victoria, John Hight, 
Alice Josephine (Josie). Sarah Caroline, 
Daniel Harrison and Joseph Carson (Pete) . 

John Allen, b. 1829- d. 1892, married 
Martha Elizabeth Moore. They had eleven chil
dren: Elizabeth (Lou), Noah Tarlton . Charlotte 
Caroline, Virginia Ellen, New1on Lafayette 
(N .L. or New1), Julia Anna, Munsford Monroe, 
Mary Etta, Susan Arrena (Sue), Martha Addie 
and William Hardy. 

Finley Patterson, b. 1832- d. 1924, mar
ried Rhoda Smith and had six children: David 
Charles, Mary Elizabeth, Martha E. (Mattie), 
John Johiel (Jack) Emma Lenoir and Lillie 
Olymphia. 

Many of the 77 grandchildren of John and 
Susanna Mast (5th generation) and the greats 
6th, 7th , 8th , and 9th generations lived or live 
now in Watauga County serving in various 
occupations and in civic and church activities. 

Sources· Mast, C.Z., Mast Family History, Mennonite 
Publishing House, ScoHsdale, Pa., 1911, 822 pp.; Fam1ly 
and Public Records. 

-Grace B. Mast 

ARTHUR. CLYDE MAST 
415 

"A. C.," as he was called by many, was 
born on a farm at Sugar Grove, N.C. on May 
28, 1892, the tenth child and seventh son of 
thirteen children born to Noah T. and Lucinda 
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25th.May.l993. Raymond E.O. Ella., 

12 Sycamore Green, 

Gorleston, 

Norfolk, 

Zngland, 

NR31 8.!!.'t-l. 

Dear J.G.Eller, ~sq., 

'rhank you for the free copy of the ELL~RS CHRONICLES (May 1993, val. Vll, No.2), indeed 

it was very kind of you. 

Since doing research on my family tree of Yorkshire origin, i.e. back to a James Ella 

who married a Mary Taler (Taylor) at Thornton-le-Street parish church in 1674, I have 

now found the marriage of their first born son, also a James (baptism 7th Nov.l675 at 

Thornton-le-Street parish church), his marriage beings 

James Eller, married to Dorathie (Dorothy) Harland, 12th June 1698, Cm•resby 
parish church, Yorkshire. 

From the 1670s to the 1790s, my family were com-millers, millwrights and fanners sur

ounding the market town of THIRSK, North Yorkshire, i.e. in the villages of Thornton-le

Street, Cotvesby, Leake, Borrol-Iby and Kirby Knowle. From the 1790s, they ltrere of the 

York area near Tadcaster, by the 1830s, they Nere of the Castleford area in T,Test York

shire, England. 

I have come-up with the following I've not been able to place& 

North Yorkshire County Record Office, Northallertom 
Quarter Sessions, 1593 to 1617, index. Vol. 2, 1612 to 1616s 'ilensley Parish, Rich
mond 2.s., 12th July 1614, JOHN ELLAY listed as labourer, aged 8o?, recusant(R.l8mo). 

Hearth Tax for 1673, Hang West •~pen takes Jo. ELLER, of Preston-under-Scar (in 
t·lensley parish). 
Hearth Tax for 1673, Birsforth/Bulmer wapentakes Rich. I{LLER of Topcliffe, (near 
Thirsk). 

Sent •·lith very best Nishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

H.Ella, (:rr1r & Jl:rs) • 
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Dear Gerald, 

Thank you very much for your long leiter of 13 April, especially also 
fo~ understanding and forgiving my lone silence! Now it will take only 
st1ll 4 weeks until we shall meet again and shall have an opportunity 
to talk about lots of things! I, therefore, shall concentrate today 
upon m~m~ such matters which should be spoken about before our meeting 
at Portland. 

First of ~:~11, AstA and I would like to thank Juanita and you very 
heArtjly for the invitation to come (in my case: again) to Barker's 
CrPek, and it is a great pleasure to both of us to accept this invi~ 
tation, althou~h we probably can stay with you only for 3 days and 
4 nights RR a ~aximu~, i.e. if you allow us to come already in the 
late evening of 27 July, for already on 31 July my colleague William 
C. Dickison from Chapel Hill will pick me up at B!~ker's Creek· and 
take me with him to Chapel Hill in order to dis~Uss/~rther details 
of the book on plant anatomy which we are preparing together; the 
other day (1 August) I shall fligh from Raleigh-Durham to Columbus OH 
where we are expected by friends for the first week of August. Ori
ginally it WAS plAnned that we should spend the "gap time" b~tween 
the Family Conference and the visit at Barker's Creek with Charlotte 
and her family at Nyssa, but only the day before yesterday we learnt 
that this will not be possible (for reasons which you certainly al
ready know). ~P have still another invitation in Oregon, with another 
ancient col]eague of mine, former PrCJfessor at Long Beech_t, but our stay 
there should not be extended beyond 27 July, for I fear that 9 days or 
even more might be too much for him and his wife (he had a bad accident 
la.sy year). 

The second matter concerns the problem of how to number or letter des
cend~ncies. You really have presented my material in a most perfect manner 
in the May issue of the Chronicles, and your explanations seem to me 
clearer than I could have written them! The only accident that happened 
to my material, iR that in the middle of the Wonsheim Eller genealogy 
the sequence of 13 pages was inverted. (It is easy to notice, for in 
my system the symbols AAA, AAB, AAC, ABA .•• must follow each other in 
alphabetical sequence!) Unfortunately, I have not sufficient time to 
prepare another explanatory article for the Augtist Chronicles early 
enough before the Conference, for writing in English takes me much more 
time then in,my own language. But, as Charlotte writes me, I may give 
a short presentation at Portland; so the subject will be kept "open", 
i.e. the audience will be warned to regard an NPS or NGS system as 
''alone happy makinp,-". Already a few years ago I started to prepare an 
articl~ of about 15 or 20 pages for a German genealogical journal; 
I there intended to exemplify "my" new format of descendencies with 
the descendants of the Ronsdorf sect founder Elias Eller. The reason 
for which that article hMs not yet been finished, is that I had not yet 
the time to do the necessary research in order to find out whether there 
are still livinrr descendants of the sect founder, or not (as Vernon 
Eller believes). But as soon as that article will be finished, an English 
version may be published in the Chronicles. - But did you notice that 
the third genealogy in the May issue is very similar to mine? The se
quence of the people is identical, only the symbols of the people (num
bers versus letters) are different. 

p. t. o. 
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D G ear .erBld, let me close now. Looking forward .. 
ways Interesting conversation in mid-Jul I to.cont1nu1pg our al-

A
best wishes for Juanita and you and youry;ntirreema1n, with the very 
sta's name, family, also in 

cordially yours, 

Thank you also for the stamps! 

PS. As you may have noticed, Asta originates from the province of 
Westphalia. Her parents' home is only about 10 miies distant from 
the central archives of the evangelical (Lutheran and reformed) 
churches of Westphalia at Bielefeld. There I have started in May 

some research on the Westphalian Ellers (based upon IGI), although I 
know that it is not very probable that Westphalian Ellers havP. emigrated 
to the US. 

Allen, die UDS 

an1181ich UDBela" Hochzeit 

mit OIUckwUnscben und Oescbenken 

erfreut haben, 

sagen wir von Herzen Dank! 

Klaus und Asta Napp-Zinn 

KlSln, im Iuni 1993 

329 



• 
ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

II 
The Daily 

IZe 
June 6, 1993 Dalton, Ga. Vol. 32, No. 67 $1.00 

Mother's • memorzes bound for 
·--posterity Son compiles journals 

dating back to 1918 
By VALERIE A. HoFFMAN 
Cit1zen·News Staff Writer 

Clara Eller worked hard all of her life. She was 
a deeply religious woman who loved her husband 
and took care of five children. 

By today's standards that life may seem simple. 
But her son, Edward Eller of Dalton respected her 
life so much he took 48 years of his mother's .jour
nal entries and had leather bound books made to 
immortalize her existence. . 

The journals tell of a woman who longed for peace 
and prayed for the end of war. 

In her husband's last days of a battle with can
cer, she crawled into the bed and laid beside him to 
keep him warm. 

Clara Eller died at 91 in 1991, too late to see the 
homage paid to her by her son. 

"That's my only regret," said Eller. "That she 
couldn't see the books and know how much they 
·mean to us." · 

Eller provided· the 14-volume set to each of his 
brothers and sisters. A set also remains in the lob
by of Eller's business and are a popular conversa
tion piece among his friends. 

"The customers come in and read them for hours," 
he said. 

The journals kept by Mrs. Eller initially began in 
1918 and continued up until her death. When her 
hands had become too frail and week to hold a pen, 
friends and family wrote down the information she 
pr~ded. 
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The pages are replete with living histodes and 
documentations of an unobtrusive life consumed by 
hard work and unyielding faith in God. Eller paid 
careful attention to writing down news events, the 
weather and birthdays of famous people or people 
close to her heart. 

Eller and his siblings have read just about all the 
journals. Yet, he says the years of 1973-1974 are 
just too painful to read. His father died of cancer 
Aug. 29, 1974. Mrs. Eller's loss and the entries which 
followed outline her grief. 

Mrs. Eller grew up on a farm in Fannin County. Tht 
family moved to Akron, Ohio, in 1951. . 

Every summer, the family traveled to Dalton whert 
they stayed with aunts and uncles. 

Those families - the Tarpleys and the Cochrane o 
Tunnel Hill - as well as siblings of Mrs. Eller's live ir 
the Whitfield-Murray County area today. 

Edward Eller made Dalton his home in 1958 and livet 
here with his wife Betty. 

Asked what the children learned from having read th 
journals, Eller said they are comforted to know thei 
mother had a full life. "You find how many times sh 
read the Bible and it was a lot," be said. 

"I remember when I was· a little boy her writing iJ 
the journal and if she missed a day or two she woul1 
ask us to help her remember the events of the day, 
he said. "She was really devoted to getting everythin1 
down." 
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lt took approximate urs to get ,h r··mals 
copied. All told, they contained 32,000 pages. 

Family members and employees helped copy the 'pages 
from the original journals, some tattered and barely held 
together from the passage of time. . ·- ·' · 

Retired book binder Bill Fraker of Dalton bound the 
,.- . ~ . journals for Eller at a cost of $2,500 . . 

"He did a wonderful job," Eller said, looking at the 
box full of one woman's life. 

~· .... "" .. 

;·; .... -~ 
•.· ... · 

'I 

"These books are very dear to me," he said. ' . . ' 

'· . . 

• bound for posterity ~morzes 
'• I ~' 'I' • •' 

.. . • ·.,.J . 

Edward Eller paid respect to his mother by binding 45 
rears of her life In leather-bound journals. The originals, 
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some tattered and worn fro~ the. pa"ssage' of tim~, ~re 
all In the family's possessio!". · · : · · · 
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Herbert E: Eller, 
Former Crushed Stone 
President, Dies At 91 

HERBERT E. ELLER 

Herbert E. Eller, 91, of 3429 Hamp
ton Ave., Nashville, Tenn., retired co
owner of Eller and Olsen Construction 
and Stone Co., died Nov. 28 following 
an extended illness. 

Burial was in Spring Hill Ceme
tery, Nashville. 

Born and educated in Grandville, he 
was the son of the late John Harrison 
and Dorthelia Holliman Eiler. 

Mr. Eller moved to Nashville as a 
young man and in 1930 began with 
William Olsen of Nashville, the Eller 
and Olsen Construction and Stone Co., 
a paving firm. He retired 10 years 
ago. 

In 1931, he married the former Miss 
Margaret Crow Robertson of Dixon, 
who is now deceased. 

He was a member of Belmont 
United Methodist Church. He was the 
first president of the C1-ushed Stone 
Association of Tennessee, and a mem
ber of Edgefield Lodge 254, a 32nd 
degree Mason, and a Shriner. 

He is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Edgar A. Diddle, Jr., Nashville; a 
son, Herbert Clayton Eller, Nashville; 
and a granddaughter, Miss Mary 
Eller Diddle, Nashville. 
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Harold Eller 8/Jf/JfJ~ . 
lUCK MOUNTAIN- Harold James 

Eller, 73, of 206 Kerlee Heights, 
died Tuesday, Aug. 17, in a local 
hospital after a period of declining 
health. 

A native of McDowell County, 
he was the son of the late Earl and 
Pearl Steppe Eller. He retired 
from Air Preheater and was a U.S 
Anny veteran of World War II. He 
was a member of Ebenezer United 
Methodist Church. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Clara Bradley Eller; two brothe1'8, 
Howard Eller of Marion and the 
Rev. Joe Eller of Old Fort; and 
two sistel'8, Hellen Allison and 
Bobbie Walker, both of Old Fort. 

Services will be at 3 p.m. Friday 
at Kirksey Funeral Home, Old 
Fort. The Revs. Steve McLain and 
Rusty Rector will officiate. Burial 
will be in McDowell Memorial 
Park. 

The family will receive friends 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. ThUI'8day at 
the funeral home. 

Memorials may be made to Eb
enezer Choir Robe Fund, C/0 Rev. 
Steve McLain, Route 1, Box 275, 
Old Fort, N.C. 28762. 

. Henry 8. Hook 
Redred newspaper publisher 

Davenport, Iowa - Henry 
B. Hook, a retired newspaper: 
publisher, died Friday at 83. ~ 
Hook published the forme 
Tiines-Democrat, predecessor of 

t 
the Quad-City Times, for 21 
years before retiring in 1973. 

--------- -
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FurcJJte Didt nidtt! 
ldt habe Didt erlost, 
ldt !Jabe Did! bei Deinem Namen gerufen. 
Du bist mtin! 

]es. 43, 1 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Napp-Zinn 
.. 26. 7.1927 t 16. 7. 1993 

Mitten aus einem reichen Leben wurde er von uns 
genommen. In Liebe und Dankbarkeit nehmen wir 
Abschied. 

lrmgard Napp-Zinn geb. Eller 
Dr. Asta Napp-Zinn geb. Tiemann 
Dr. Margrit Napp-Zinn geb. Bussen 
Georg und Dr. Uta Napp-Zinn geb. Klemm 
mit Maike 
Christoph Napp-Zinn 
Winfried Napp-Zinn 
Elisabeth Napp-Zinn 
Hellmut Napp-Zinn 

Mainz, im Juli 1993 

Die Beerdigung findet am Donnerstag, dem 22. Juli 1993, urn 
13.00 Uhr in der Kapelle des Hauptfriedhofes in Mainz statt. 
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Jacob Eller line: 
1st Row L-R: Bernadene E., Anna Maria E. Laurich, Kathryn Owen, Janine E. Porter, Hazel 
James, Olivia Cunningham, ? (2nd Row): Clara Jean E. Davis, Mary E., Harmon 
e.., Lucy E., Nancy E., ? , Juanita E., Charlotte E. Marshall, Jack Marshall, Tommy 
Cunningham, ?, Frances E. Olsen, ?, Francis "Ole" Olsen (3rd row): John 
E., Ed E., Ray E., · >, Inez E. Smith, Paula E., two people obscured, Harold E. (4th 
row) Henry E. Joe E. , Gerald E. (obscured), Clifton E. 

Leonard Eller (GME) line: 
~~~~~ow L-R: Jean Oliver, Betty Eller; ( 2nd row): Phillip Oliver, James E. Eller, Jr., Van 
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George Michael Eller line: 
1st row L-R: children: Becky, Joshua & Jacob Sperati, Kirsten & Kendra Korte; 
2nd row: Myrrel Baldwin, Betty Sperati, Solveig Korte, Eloise Sperati, Carlton Sperati, Kay 
Black, lona Pilker, Patricia E. (3rd row): Gale Fiscus, Beverley E., Bethel Stolte, Byron E., 
Gordon Black, man in glasses?, Louise E. Tomlinson, Frances E. Edwards (last two may 
be reversed), Sidney Vaughn. (4th row): Dwight E., Douglas E., Leon Korte, Wade E., 
Mildred E., Lynn E. 

William Eller line (English): 1st row: Barbara Demos E., Margaret w. E.; 2nd row: Mary E 
Larson, Anthony, E., Sue E. Kleinsmith (Mary and Sue may be reveresed here). · 
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- -==---·--
L-R, 1st row: Phyllis Eller, Clarice V. Stanley; 2nd row: Vernard Eller, Paul Phipps, Pamela 
Phipps, John Stanley. ( Vernard and Phyllis of the Jacob/ Magdalene Eller line of 
Roanoke VA; others of the Henry Eller line) · · 

;sukey", Jacob, Jr., Jacob Sr line· 
st row L-R: Lucy E. Herm'on E . 

Davis; 2nd row: John E., Ed E. •• Bernadene E., Anna Marie E. Laurich, Clara Jean E. 
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Charlotte Eller Marshall's brothers and sisters (Jacob Eller line): 
Ray E., Frances E. Olsen, Inez E. Smith, Charlotte E., Harold E., Henry "Hank" behind 
Charlotte. 

Janine E. Porter, Tommy Cunningham, Olivia Cunningham, Byron Eller. 
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Gerald E.t Hank E •• Mary E., Charlotte E. Marshall 

Kay and Gordon Black, lona and Lee PUker. 

'! 

\ 
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Thomas Arnold Eller, GME line: L-R: Douglas E., Bethel Stolte, Wade E., Dorothy E. 
Vaugh, Beverly E., Lynn E. 

Nancy E. (Mrs. Walton Eller), Charlotte E. Marshall, Walton E. 
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Calvin Eller line of Wilkes Co., NC 
Frances E. Edwards, Louise E. Tomlinson (sisters) 
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A. WM. Eller, John E., Hermon E., Ed E., Lynn E., Gerald E. 

THE OKLAHOMA GANG: 
John and Lucy Eller, Herman and Bernadene Eller 
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Recipients of the James W. Hook Memorial Award 
Byron H. Eller 1993 

Madeline Fletcher 1991 
(Charlotte E. Marshall 1989) 

New EFA President Lynn Eller Displays the Eller Family Cookbook 

342 



ELLER CHRONICLES VII-4 NOV. 1993 

NEW OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 
1st Row: Charlotte Marshall (V-P), Nancy Eller (EFA Sec./Treas), Winnie Green( Sec. to 
Bd.); 2nd row: "Hank" Eller (Chm. of Bd.), Walton Eller (Bd. mem.), Lynn Eller (EFA 
President), Joe C.. Eller (Bd. mem.) 

BOARD WASTES NO TIME IN GOING TO WORKI 
EXPECTS TO MEET AGAIN IN LATE NOV.1993 
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FiJTOURING THE COLLUMBIA RIVER GORGERJ 
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Patricia (Mrs. Dwight) Eller), Marjorie Barker McCormick 
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©©©© BANQUET ©©©© 

EDD ELLER and JOHN ELLER PRESENTING RUG TO RAFFLE WINNER BETHEL STOLTE 
( Ed had dontated the rug to the EFA ) 
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Lynn Eller presenting the 
JamesW. Hook 
Memorial Award 

to 
Dr. Byron H. Eller 

for his Re1earch on the 
Ellers in the Civil War 
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TOP: 

MYRREL BALDWIN 

BOTTOM: 
A surprized 

JUANITA AND GERALD ELLER 
Receives Wedding Cake 

on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary 
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***o~ HANDICRAFTS ~~t+c. 
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THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 

LYNN ELLER, President, 4lnd 28th St., N.W., Atlanta, GA 30309-1806, (404-351-4304) 
CHARLOTTE MARSHALL, V-P, 914 James St., Independence, OR 97351 
NANCY ELLER, Sec./ Treas., 500 E. Mission St., Crowley, TX 76036, ( 817-297-1280) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

HENRY R. ELLER, CHRM. , So. 4235 Driftwood Dr., Spokane, WA 99206, (509-922-5785) 
JOE C. ELLER, Vice-CHRM., 2501 Tanglewood #257, Houston, TX 77063, H- (713-266-1855) 

o- (713- 681- 3449; FAX (713-688-8273) 
GREEN, WINNIE, Sec., 2302 Crosby Park Blvd., Lawton, OK, 73505; (405-355-2968) 
WALTON G. ELLER, Sr., 500 E. Mission St., Crowley, TX 76036, (817-297-1280) 
BETHEL J. ELLER STOLTE, 203 Bluff St., Atwood, KS, 67730 (913-626-9298) 
J. GERALD ELLER, (See Address Below) 

~FSEND INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION TO cr 

J. GERALD AND JUANITA ELLER 
EDITORS, THE ELLER CHRONICLES 
Rt. 2, Box 145-D, Whittier, NC 28789 

704-586-8844 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information submitted rests wholly with the submitter. 
The editors reserves the right to ask that data or stories be rechecked for accuracy or change in 
format. Camera-ready copy submitted to printers must have at least one inch margins on all sides; 
those submitting camera-ready material are requested to observe this requirement. The Editors will 
provide editorial assistance and advice for the preparation of information for submission to the 
Chronicles. 

EUROPEAN LIAISON: 

GEORG ELLER, Bannzaunenveg 7, D- 6530 Bingen/Rhein, Germany 
LEETHA T. RENWICK, 435 West 8th St., San Pedro, CA 90731 

TO JOIN EFA CONTACT 
NANCY ELLER 

500 E. Mission St., Crowley, TX 76036, ( 817-297-1280) 
(Also notify her for changes in address) 
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Enjoy an enchanting corner of tkis world . 
Western North Carolina 

The lovely mountains of North Carolina are considered to be 
one ofthe most beautiful regions in America. There are 
uncountable sights to catch your eye - with the added special 
treat of four distinct seasons to enjoy. 

An abundance of art, crafts, antiques, shopping experiences, 
attractions and festivals are just some of the grand things 
awaiting you in the mountains. 

Hospitality is four seasons long in 
western North Carolina . .. 
come and enjoy. 
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