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TRIBUTES TO THE MEMORY OF GERTRUDE ELLER WADDELL 
(13 Jan. 1892 - 7 July 1991) 

"A JEWEL OF THE CLAN" 

226 

It is an honor to me, my family and our community to be able to share the many memo
ries we hold in our hearts for this well-known lady. It would be far to easy to dwell on how 
she died; after all, nearly a century of her life should not end in an automobile accident. 
Her mind was keen and she led a full life as homemaker, historian, and educator in Ashe 
County, North Carolina. However, her leadership in Phoenix Baptist Church was probably 
the most significant. 

Mrs. Gert was the last Charter Member of our Church. She died a victim of pure 
chance on her usual Sunday morning trip to Church. (See enclosed news article for 
details). The irony of the accident left us all cold with many unanswerable questions. The 
conforting feeling of knowing her desire for death to come sudden had been fulfilled. 

The Bible that she always carried to Church floated in the water. Some young men in 
our church later retrived the Bible. Inside, on a small scrap of paper, Mrs. Gert had scrib
bled, Psalms 71:9, "Cast me not off in the time of old age: Forsake me not when my 
strengthfaileth. " This note and Mrs. Gert's Bible will be placed in the New Church Library 
when construction is complete. 

Mrs. Gert was living link to a nearly forgotten time. Early in her teenage life she left 
Ashe County long enough to receive a Teacher's Certificate from what is now Appalachian 
State University in Boone, North Carolina. She returned home, married Fred Waddell, a 
farmer, and lived at the Eller Homeplace in the Bina Community. Mrs. Gert's teaching 
was conducted in small one-room School Houses. She boarded in a home while teaching in 
one community. At that time the academic year lasted from two to two and one half 
months. The children were needed to help on the farms. A State-supported school system 
did not exist at that time. 

Mrs. Gert's ancestors were firm believers in education and religious training: thus they 
were instrumental in establishing Phoenix Baptist Church. Mrs. Gert's grandfather 
JAMES ELLER gave a private school building for the purpose of educating three of his 
sons (H.A. Eller, Mrs. Gert's father; A. S. Eller, and E.C. Eller), his grandchildren and the 
children in the community. The building became our first Church. 

Generations of strong Baptist Believers came together on May 9, 1908 to organize the 
Church. There were 16 male and 18 female members to dedicate their lives to carry on 
God's work. Phoenix Baptist Church was chosen as the name of the Church because of the 
Phoenix Mountain towering behind the little Church building. The structures soon became 
to small and a larger one was built. In Mrs. Gert's History of the Church, she paused to 
say, and I quote, "We have always treasured the fine fellowship we have had together, and 
we should continue to ask God to keep us as a Body of Christians and keep our love and 
fellowship too strong to be torn apart by evil doings." This was her lifelong desire in her 
many works in the Church. 

Early in her life she became Church Clerk and remained in this position until age 85. 
She served as teacher of the senior Men's Sunday School Class until the age of 97. She 
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represented our Church in the sessions of the Ashe County Baptist Association and served 
as a delegate to the North Carolina Baptist Home for the Aged. 

Mrs. Gert was well-known for her knowledge of the Bible, as well as her quick mind and 
great memory. The Church grew with her leadership and guidance through the years. In 
June of 1991, she witnessed and helped with the ground-breaking for an addition to our 
Church which is now in progress. She asked the Church not to start anything we could not 
finish. This has left us with a determination to see the job well done. 

Mrs. Gert was instrumental in bringing Sprague Electric Company to Ashe County. She 
realized that industry would provide employment in our rural area for many men and wom
en, thereby improving their standard of living and educational opportunities for their chil
dren. Mrs. Gert sold property to Sprague Electrical Company that had been in the Eller 
family for years. 

Most people will remember Mrs. Gert as a self-reliant 99-year lady who lived alone in a 
hollow on Pounding Mill road. Her husband died in 1964, leaving her alone. They never 
had children except for the Kids in the community. Our family looked to her for wisdom, 
knowledge and understanding when problems arose in the Church and community. My fa
ther was a Baptist minister and he always relied on Mrs. Gert for advice and support in his 
church work. Mrs. Gert was never neglected, just as she had never neglected anyone. My 
brother Jack and I checked on her daily and my mother became Mrs. Gert's Security Blan
ket. 

When someone such as Mrs. Gert dies, we lose more than a neighbor or relative: we 
lose wisdom that can only be gathered in a· century of life and we lose history: Ashe 
County has lost A LEGEND, Phoenix Baptist Church A CORNERSTONE, and we lost a 
"GRANDMOTHER." Her life was a blessing and inspiration to all who knew her. With 
the passing of her generation, the ship of ourselves is cut from its mooring and we are set 
adrift in a future that holds no certainties and no guarantees. Mrs. Gert's memory will be 
instilled in genertions to come by those of us who were so fortunate to share a part of our 
lives with her. ............................................................. .J .C. Ashley 

Sunday, June 9, 1991, members of the Phoenix Baptist church gathered outside the 
church for a ground-breaking service to let construction begin for an addition of a new fel
lowship hall, Sunday school rooms and eventually a bapistery. 

Among the many members present was Mrs. Gert Waddell. At the age of 99 Mrs. Gert 
was the oldest living charter member present. 

Mrs. Gert was very excited and supportive in the dream of adding on to our church. She 
encouraged us with her many words of wisdom to always give our best to the Lord and he 
in turn would bless us many times over our own givings. Her presence among us always en
couraged us and boosted our efforts to strive to do better in whatever our task. 

In July, 1976, Mrs. Gert gave to our members the history of our church and its Pastors 
from the beginning of its origin on May 9, 1908. In her closing comments she charged each 
of us to never forget our commentment of love to Christ and our love for each other. 
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"We have been blessed with a wonderful Christian fellowship and we hope and pray it 
will continue on and bind us together in loving service to our blessed Savior Jesus Christ 
and may we never forget those who have gone on who made sacrifices to leave a worthy 
heritage for those who would follow after them. May we strive to live closer to God in the 
future and by doing so may it inspire our younger people to live worthy." 

Today our building is up, our fellowship hall is completed and our goal for 1993 is to 
have our upstairs finished, complete with new Sunday School rooms and a memorial room 
dedicated to Mrs. Gert in honor of her life, her love for Christ and his teachings and the 
wonderful memories she left with so many of us. Our plans are to include pictures and his
tory of her family, reflecting their dedication and love for our church and community. 

As long as I can remember, Mrs. Gert was and continues to be an important part of my 
life and that of my family. I'm not sure if she "adopted" us as her family or it was us who 
adopted her and Jess as our family. However it was, it was our gain. There was never a 
time in our lives when we were facing difficult times and troubles that she was not always 
there to support, offer love and strength and encourage us to never question what God had 
a hand in but to simply turn it into an opportunity to increase our faith. She and my moth
er developed a bond that only the best of friends could have. Their daily communication 
consisted of phone conversations, usually around every two hours, most of the time to sim
ply check to see if the other was O.K. This was the type of bond that always existed be
tween us. 

I am very thankful for the memories of Mrs. Gert and Jess and for the challenge they 
left to each of us to live each day as if it would be our last and live it for the Lord . 
........................................................................... Barbara McCoy 

From the time I remember anything, I remember Miss Gert. She was our neighbnor 
and a part of our family, although we were not related. She was so unique, she never 
seemed like an aunt or a grandmother, she was "Miss Gert" and there was no one else 
like her. She always seemed to know something about everything. If you needed to know 
something, you asked Miss Gert. 

She could tell you about traveling by horseback or in a wagon, about the slaves on her 
grandfather's farm, the beginning of Appalachian State University, hoeing corn in the 
field where Sprague Electric now stands or give you the best recipe for gingerbread. 

There are so many things I remember about Miss Gert, but the thing I remember most 
was her love for and devotion to the Lord. She would tell you in a minute that the most im
portant thing in this life was a close relationship with God and this was practiced daily in 
her life. Her faithfulness to her church was also an inspiration to all who knew her. She 
was there every Sunday, her Bible under her arm, prepared to teach her class. 

I wish every child could be so fortunate as I, to be born into a loving caring family, 
grow up in a community sorrounded by a wonderful church family and Jive just across the 
hill from someone like "Miss Gert." ....... Kathleen Ashley Turnmire (Phoenix Baptist 
Church) 

"Miss Gert" and her husband would visit my family in the fifties. If my family had the 
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television on Miss Gert always asked us to turn it off so we could talk. I wish families would 
do that now ...................................................... .Joe C. Eller. 

Rev. Rex Eldreth, Pastor, Phoenix Baptist Church, Lansing, N.C. writing in the Church 
Bulletin, Sunday, July 21, 1991: "It's hard to try to put in words special memories or 
thoughts on things that are imponant in our lives and have special meaning. It is almost 
impossible to give back to others what they have given us. I often try to think of words that 
could express to others the appreciation and love that they have so freely given but the 
words are hard to come. 

"I have tried to think of a way to put on paper and give justice to all the memories, the 
words of wisdom and the many encouraging thoughts passed on to all of us thru the years 
from Miss Gen but that also is impossible. You simply cannot express some things in words 
or writings that have been buried in your hean for so many years. 

"Each of us have our own special memories of Miss Gen and while it has been hard to 
give her up she has left us with so much that by rights we should not grieve for something 
she has waited so long for. There is no doubt that we will all miss her for the rest of our 
lives. Her wisdom, her knowledge of so much and so many things and her own "special" 
ways of loving us and giving to us all things we can cherish forever. How sad it is to think of 
all the rest of the people in the world that will never have an opponunity to know a "Miss 
Gen ". The things that she has left us are things more precious than money or other materi
al things. She has left us with a heritage, roots for our families, words to live and grow by 
and to help us "keep the faith n on our hard and difficult hours. 

"If ever there was a person who had lived their live to the fullest each day, who fought 
life's battles in such a way that GOD and she always came out the victor it was most cer
tainly Miss Gen. Who among us could be selfish enough to deny her the crown of life she 
has strived for all these wonderful years so rightfully deserves. We would not, I don't think, 
if we could bring her back to us as much as we would all like to. She fought her battle and 
won. Her prayers have all now been answered. " 

Martha Gertrude Eller Waddell, known to all in Ashe County, North Carolina as "Miss 
or Mrs. Gert," lived her entire life of almost 100 years in the same house, located on 
Pounding Mill Creek, a tributary of the Horse Creek that flows through the community of 
Bina, Ashe County, North Carolina. Horse Creek flows into the North Fork of New River 
a short distance from Gertrude's home and a short distance from where her grandparents, 
James and Mary Ann Carlton Eller, settled in 1865. 

James had been forced to flee for his life from Wilkes County, North Carolina as a re
sult of deep anomosities aroused among his neighbors by the War Between the States. 
James Eller and his family became outstanding citizens of their community, county and 
state. Previous issues of the Eller Chronicles have told parts of their story. This report and 
the ones following are special tributes to this singular Eller lady who stood so tall but 
walked so humbly among her relatives and peers in her community in beautiful Ashe Coun-
ty, North Carolina. We regret so much not having met her but her life of service and love 
can serve to inspire all. 
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In a videotaped interview with Buddy Lovette and Talmade Wiggins in 1989, Miss Gert 
recalled the many happy hours she spent as a young girl listening to stories by her grand
parents about their ordeal during and following the Civil War. She repeated the story of 
her grandfather, who, when seated late one evening on his front porch in Wilkes County 
shortly after the end of war, was alerted by his wife who placed her hand on his shoulder 
and told him to flee because she had seen suspicious men lurking about. Quickly her grand
father, who had removed his shoes, grabbed them and slipped from the porch into an ad
jacent corn field and escaped. The sharp eyes of her grandmother, and the quick action of 
her grandfather saved his life because the men came on to the house and were prepared to 
kill him. 

After escaping into the cornfield, James Eller slipped on his shoes and climbed an adja
cent ridge from which he watched the light of the search party go from room to room in his 
house as they searched for him. Without returning to his house, he made his way across the 
Blue Ridge Mountains into Ashe County. This and other stories of the Civil War adven
tures of James Eller are found in Jay B. Hubbell's manuscript: The James Eller Family and 
the Bushwhacker of Wilkes County, Nonh Carolina 1864-1865,(The Eller Chronicles, VI 1 
54). 

Hubbell writes, "My grandfather and grandmother had been so outraged by the behav
ior of so many of their Wilkes county neighbors during the war that they did not want to 
ever see them again." So James Eller sold his Wilkes County farm and in October, 1865 
and moved his family over the Blue Ridge into Ashe County. Miss Gert said in the inter
view in 1989 that her grandfather bought his Ashe County farm from a family who was 
planning to go to Texas but whose departure was delayed for a year. During that year the 
two families occupied the same log house which was the forerunner of the large comfort
able two-story house that James Eller soon built. Within a few years he had acquired much 
additional land and became a very prosperous farmer and leading citizen of his county. He, 
like his father, Simeon Eller, of Wilkes County was a leader in efforts to bring educational 
opportunities to his county. Simeon Eller and his father, Peter Eller, were founders of the 
New Hope Academy in Wilkes County. 

Dr. Arthur L. Fletcher (Ashe County, A History, 1963) mentions James Eller as being 
involved in several matters. He served on a special commission appointed in 1874 to devel
op a new tax plan for the county. The justices of the peace, of which he was a member, vot
ed in 1878 to "stream-line the administrative set-up" of county government. In 1880 he was 
elected to the Board of County Commissioners. Always active in the affairs of the Baptist 
Church in efforts to provide higher education in Ashe County, James Eller was named to 
the first board of trustees charged "to construct an academy at Oak Hill" in adjoining 
Grayson County, VA. The school was established and flourished for many years with James 
Eller continuing to serve "many years as a trustee." 

A photograph of the James Eller farm was published by Hubbell in 1909 (See below) 
The photograph shows the house, barns and other farm buildings as they appeared from 
the ridge across Horse River. The James Eller cemetery is visible at the top of the hill back 
of the house. In July, 1992, Buddy Lovette and J. Gerald Eller visited the farm with J.C. 
Ashley and took pictures from the same spot from which the 1909 photo had apparently 
been taken. Sadly now the farm presents a quite different appearance. No longer owned by 
a member of the family, the buildings have deteriorated, especially the main house which is 
now used for storage. The fields and buildings of the 1909 photograph no longer appear so 
well kept. 
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"Miss Gert" was not a maiden lady; on 26 January 1922, when she was thirty years of 
age, she married Fred L. Waddell. They had no children and continued to live in the same 
house where she was born. The house began as a log house built by her father, Harvey Au
gustus Eller, eldest son of James Eller. Over the years the logs were covered and several 
additional rooms including a second story were added. This was the home in which James 
W. Hook was entertained on his genealogical excursions to Ashe County. Gertrude, in her 
interview with Buddy Lovette, recalled those visits and said her father and Mr. Hook would 
visit with James Eller and talk genealogy and family history. Her father gave much assist
ance to Mr. Hook in compiling his genealogy of the Ellers of Ashe County. Gertrude show
ed Buddy the autographed copy of Hook's book which he sent to her father. 

Miss Gert, in her will, left the house, all of its contents, and the land to J.C. Ashley and 
his brother. They had been close friends and neighbors of the Ellers for years and during 
her last years, they and their families were her primary care takers. When we visited the 
house with J. C. in the early summer of 1992, he showed us the great accumulation of mem
orabilia (books, documents, pictures, etc) which he had collected from the house and 
stored in one large room. Although he had already removed two truck loads of material to 
his own basement for safe keeping, the remaining boxes of documents, books and pictures 
will require as many additional loads. These memorabilia, covering almost 150 years of 
family history, will be sorted and placed in the Gertrude Eller Waddell Room in the Phoe
nix Baptist Church in the Bina community in Ashe County, North Carolina. 

Many photographs, some large and nicely framed, many small and unframed, of her 
relatives will be carefully preserved and become a part of the permanent collection. One 
problem: the photographs lack names and dates but with the help of relatives and older 
members of the Church, J. C. Ashley thinks most of them can be identified. He has gra
ciously offered the Eller Family Association access to the photographs and other material 
for research. Explorations are underway to have the house listed as an official Historical 
Site. 

On his way home from work each afternoon J .C. Ashley stopped to check on Miss Gert. 
She would greeted him with a smile and a bit of banter. J.C. remembers she would often 
say on those occasions, "Well, we have made it through another day but we don't know 
about tomorrow; but if I go, I hope you are with me." Her hope became reality on July 7, 
1991. J. C., driving the church van, had picked up Miss Girt and three other elderly ladies 
and was on the way to church when a large car, driven by a lady who had fallen asleep, ca
reened into them, knocking the van into Horse River and killing Miss Girt. Thus, Miss 
Girt got her final wish, J. C. was with her at the end. 

Her mind remained clear and unconfused to the end. Two weeks before the wreck that 
ended her life, she, after being introduced by her pastor, stepped lightly from her seat in 
the congregation, mounted the pulpit, opened her manuscrip which she had written, and 
read in a strong clear voice her history of the church and the role her Grandfather and his 
family had played in the founding of the church and its later development. The church was 
begin as a school house built by James Eller. Later it became a church to accommodate 
those church members on that side of the stream who in times of flood could not reach the 
church built earlier on the opposite side. The naming of the church was left to her grandfa
ther who choose the name, "Phoenix;" so named for the high mountain of the same name 
which towered above the church and surrounding community. Eller tradition says the 
mountain first received the name "Phoenix" from George Michael or his son Peter Eller, 
who named the mountain for the ship "Phoenix" which brought the family from Germany to 
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Philadelphia in 1743. 

Gertrude's father, Harvey Augustus "Gus" Eller, like his own father, was a man of a 
progressive frame of mind. Active in church and public affairs, he was elected Chairman of 
the Board of County Commissioners in 1909 and that board "took steps to provide funds 
for the building of a railroad into the county from Virginia or Tennessee" (Fletcher 1963). 
He continued the fight of his father on behalf of education and it was in his home on 
Pounding Mill Creek that Governor Aycock of North Carolina spent the night on the occa
sion of a visit to Ashe County to make a speech on public education. H.A. Eller was still 
Chairman of the Board in 1911 when they "faced badly needed road and bridge improve
ments and among other major operations agreed to repair the bridge over New River on 
the Jefferson- Wilkesboro turnpike, provided that Ashe County citizens would not be 
charged for using the turn pike" (ibid 1963). 

Miss Gert's wit was always sharp and ready for any occasion. J.C. Ashley remembers 
the time when she called him at work during a severe cold spell and said, "J.C., don't you 
dare come home tonight without bringing me a new electric blanket. My blanket is not 
working. Either bring me a new one or come prepared to spend the night because I have no 
intention of spending another night alone in that cold bed." Her pastor, Rev. Rex Eldreth 
had been a neighbor in his youth to Miss Gert who always teased him about his cat. He 
moved away and did not see her again for thirty years. When they next met the first thing 
Miss Gert said, "Have you still got that funny old cat?" 

J. C., who worked for Miss Gert's father on the farm, also remembers several occasions 
when Miss Girt would come out and join in helping him and his brother cut firewood. "She 
always could cut more than either of us;" says J .C. Miss Girt helped pay her expenses at 
Appalachian State College by cutting wood for the girls dormitory. After obtaining a teach
ing certificate she taught school for many years in Ashe County. Throughout her life she 
made a garden and canned vegetables. She rarely missed a church service and was a liberal 
supporter of many causes. She had planted a garden in the spring before her death. 

Upon her death, her fellow church members at the Phoenix Baptist Church, began im
mediately to consider ways of paying a lasting tribute to the memory of their beloved Miss 
Gert. A new educational wing of the church at that time was under roof but still under 
construction. The decision was made to set aside space for a special room to be named for 
Miss Gert. Also, plans were made to furnish the room so as to provide cabinets and other 
furniture to hold many of her family records and other family memorabilia covering more 
than 150 years of her family's history. In effect, a Gertrude Eller Waddell Memorial Muse
um, was planned. In this unique way, the Phoenix Baptist Church pays tribute not only to 
Miss Gert but to her grandparents, parents, and siblings who were so intimately involved 
for so many years in the support of the church. Also, through this action, the Church is 
making a powerful statement about family values, family heritage and the rewards for exe
mplary dedication of a family to Christian living and stewardship. 

One of the goals of the Eller Family Association is to encourage the restoration and 
maintenance of cemeteries or other sites of meaning to various Eller families. Buddy Lo
vette of Moravian Falls, North Carolina, an active member of the EF A who had made vid
eotaped interviews with Miss Gert in 1989, recommended that the Eller Family Associa
tion endorse and contibute to the memorial project already initiated by her church. Offi
cials of the EFA quickly approved the request. The Gertrude Eller Waddell Memorial 
Project of the Phoenix Baptist Church was endorsed by the Eller Family Association and 
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announcement appeared in the Eller Chronicles, for August 1992. Two hundred dollars 
from the current budget was approved for the project and a call for private contributions 
was issued. Nancy Eller, Sec.- Treas. of the Eller Family Association, 500 Mission St. , East 
Crowley, Texas 76036 is receiving contributions from EFA members. 

Miss Gert told Buddy Lovette in the 1989 interview that she was a "double-Ellerll since 
both her parents were Ellers. She was a seventh generation descendant of George Michael 
Eller on each side of her family; her great grandparents on both sides was John Eller, so 
her parents, although cousins, were not very closely related. 

The Double-Eller Lineage of Gertude Eller Waddell: 

Miss Girt told Buddy Lovette that she was a double-Eller because both her mother and 
father were Ellers. Her double-Eller lineage, according to J. W. Hook (1957), follows: 

Paternal line: 
Martha? Gertrude (Harvey6 A., James5, Simeon4, John3, Peter2, Georgel Michael Eller) 

Maternal line: 
Martha? Gertrude (Mary6, DavidS, Jacob4, John3, Peter2, Georgel Michael Eller) 
.......................................................... Editors: The Eller Chronicles 

(Eds.: The above report and the two that follow are the result of two trips to Ashe County. 
It was EFA member Buddy Lovette of Moravian Falls, NC, who first brought Miss Gert to 
the attention of the EFA through the videotaped interview which he and Talmadge Wig
gins conducted in 1989. The videotape has been shown at each of the last two Eller Family 
Conferences. It was in that tape that Buddy called Miss Gert II A Jewel of the Clan. II It was 
Buddy Lovette who also recommended that the EFA contribute to the Gertrude Eller 
Waddell Memorial Room. We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of J.C. Ashley, Buddy 
Lovette, Rev. Rex Eldreth, Ethel Eller (Mrs. Ed Eller), Barbara McCoy, Kathleen Ashley 
Turnmire and Joe C. Eller in the preparation of this story.) 

Note: A second and third story on the James Eller family of Ashe County, North Carolina 
follow the pictures next below.) 
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Gertrude Eller Waddell "Miss Gert' 

.Groundbreaking at Phoenix Baptist 
Church 1991. Miss Gert was 99 
years of age. 

Front Row L-R: Mary and "Gus" 
Eller ( parents of "Miss Gert) 

2nd Row L-R. Fred Waddell, Gert-
1 rude Eller "Miss Gert" Waddell, 

Clyde Graybeal, Virginia Elle~ 
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Mary and Augustus "Gus" Eller 
of Ashe County, NC - Parents of 
Gertrude Eller Waddell 
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James Eller 
Carlton 

James and Mary Ann 

Grand parents of Gertrude Eller 
"Miss Gert" Waddell 
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Spring House at Gertrude's Home 



Eller Chronicles Vol. VI, No. 4, 1992 

Phoenix Baptist Church at Bina 
Top: Present church 
Bottom: Older church 
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JAMES ELLER 
JUHt Z5. 1828-MARCH 19. ~l6 

HIS Wlrt 
MARY ANN CARLTON 

AUG.t5.l8l0-AU& :\0, 19~4 
llRIEP OCT-OB~ 24.1849 

James Eller Cemetery at Bina 

On top of ridge above his old 

home site. 1992 
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From: Hubbell 19JO 
THE HOME, BERLIN 

Berlin waa changed to 

Bina during WW-I 

Photo of the same fann above made fran 
approximately the same spot in 1992 
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Old James Eller !lome - 1992 

Juanita Eller, J.C. Ashley, 
Gerald Eller (at James Eller 
Cemetery, July, 1992 



Eller Chronicles Vol. VI, No.4, Nov. 1992 

LIVES OF FRANKLIN PLATO ELLER AND JOHN CARLTON ELLER 
By Jay B. Hubbell (1909)- Review by J. G .. Eller 
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[Franklin6 Plato and John6 Carlton Eller (James5, Simeon4, John3, Peter2, George! Michael El
ler)] 

My interest in family history began when I first saw this book in 1946 in a used book store in 
Chapel Hill, N.C. I could not afford the book but I went back several times until I had read most 
of it. As a result, I began to wonder about the ethnic origin of the name of Eller and how my 
family related to these Ellers. At that time I knew no Ellers apart from my own family and rela
tives in Graham County, North Carolina. I remembered by mother saying we were Scotch-Irish. 
After a bit of checking I found that "Eller" was of German origin. When I asked my mother why 
she had said we were Scotch-Irish she replied, "Well, around here during World War I all Ger
man families became Scotch-Irish." Years went by before I again began to dabble in genealogy 
but I never forgot the tragic story told in the book of these two young Ellers whose record of per
formance at the University where I was studying was one to attempt to emulate. 

This book deals with two sons of the James and Mary Ann Carlton Eller family of Wilkes and 
later of Ashe County, North Carolina. Other stories dealing with this family appear in this and 
earlier Chronicles: see Vol. III, No. 1, pp. 1-6, Adolphus Hill Eller. Adolphus Hill Eller was a 
brother to Plato and John C. Eller of this story and the one who arranged for the book to be writ
ten and published. Also see Vol. VI, No. 1, pp. 54-65, The James Eller Family and the Bush
whackers of Wilkes County. N.C. (This James Eller was the father of the Franklin Plato, John 
Carlton, and Adolphus Hill Eller of this book). James Eller of these stories was also the grandfa
ther of Gertrude Eller Waddell of this issue. The preparation of the stories of this remarkable 
family follows two visits made to Ashe County in the last three months, the last in company with 
EFA Board Member, Dr. Byron Eller of California and Lynn Eller of Atlanta; both are descend
ants of brothers of James Eller (Byron's Wilkes County ancestor was John Carlton Eller and 
Lynn's was Harvey Eller). 

The book, sponsored by Adolphus Hill Eller, was written and published as a memorial to his 
two younger brothers. I believe it to be the first book published in the U.S. about an Eller, in this 
case two Ellers. Jay B. Hubbell, the author, was a grandson of James and Mary Ann Carlton El
ler and a nephew of the subjects of this book. He was the son of Ruth America Eller, fifth child of 
James Eller and Mary Ann Carleton, who married Reverend DavidS. Hubbhell, a Baptist Minis
ter of Smyth County, VA, 24 April 1884. Jay B. Hubbell was their first born who graduated from 
the University of Richmond in 1905 with an A.B.Degree; he received a Master of Arts degree 
from Harvard in 1908 and his Ph.D from Columbia University in 1922. He had a distinguished 
career as a teacher. He taught at Bethel College at Hopkinsville, Ky., University of North Caroli
na at Chapel Hill, Wake Forest, Southern Methodist at Dallas, and after 1921 as professor of 
english and Director of Graduate Studies at Duke University. {from Hook: George Michael Eller 
and Descendants of His in America, 1957, p. 273.) 

In the foreword the author states, "The purpose of this volume is not to glorify, but to com
memorate, not to encourage unseemly family pride, but to preserve the memory of those who 
were noble and true. It has been more than seventeen years since the death of Plato Eller and 
more than thirteen years since that of his brother John; but they had not been forgotten; time has 
not dimmed the recollection of their lives in the minds of those who knew them ... " 

"It was long the purpose of their older brother (Adolphus Hill Eller) to prepare such a vol
ume; but the cares of a busy life and the too poignant recollection of the last sad hours spent 
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with them upon earth were too great to permit his undertaking the task ... " When his brother 
Plato fell ill at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, Adolphus H. Eller was called and 
he procured the best of medical attention for his brother but to no avail. "He had helped his 
brother through college with encouragement, advice and money, and was looking forward to the 
day he should be associated with him in the practice of his profession (law). He had believed that 
with Plato's endowment of character and talent he would one day be a leader in the nation. He 
has since then repeatedly said that Plato was the most gifted member of the family. 'Johnnie, he 
said, 'had the culture, the brilliance, and the versatility of the family, but Plato had the intellect; 
he would have made a great man."' 

Hubbel says, "perhaps it is best that the work (of writing the book) should be brought to com
pletion by one who, although a near relative of the deceased, is a native of another State, and 
hence never knew them. He (the author) has undertaken the study of their lives in much the 
same manner in which he would undertake a study of any man whom he had never known." 

MR. AND MRS. JAMES ELLER BELIEVED IN EDUCATION 

"On October 24, 1849, James Eller, of German and Scotch descent, was married to Mary Ann 
Carlton, of English descent. They lived at New Hope, Wilkes County, North Carolina, until Octo
ber, 1865, when he sold his farm and moved with his family across the Blue Ridge mountains into 
the adjoining county of Ashe ... 

The new home was situated at Berlin (now Bina), near the junction of Horse Creek with the 
North Fork of New River in the extreme northwestern corner of the State ... at Berlin were born 
the two subjects of this sketch, Franklin Plato and John Carlton Eller. They were the youngest of 
Mr. Eller's seven children who reached maturity, six boys and one girl. The greatest desire of Mr. 
Eller and his wife, in striking contrast with the parental ambitions of most of their neighbors, was 
to see their children all well educated. In the 'hard times' which followed the war this was an un
dertaking of the greatest difficulty .. .It was almost impossible for the average young man to obtain 
either the money or preparation necessary to enter a school of high standing. This was especially 
true of the mountain section in which Mr. Eller lived. His own health was very poor. [Eds. yet he 
lived to age 99] His home was forty five miles from the nearest railroad; and it was only with the 
greatest difficulty that farm products could be hauled over the rough mountain roads to market. 

"Others would have given up; it was not so with him and his devoted wife. By his own efforts, 
aided by the assistance of an intelligent father (Simeon Eller), he had in a measure made amends 
for the lack of a systematic education in himself; and this enabled him to direct his children in 
their studies at home. Being an intelligent and discriminating reader himself, he encouraged 
them to read not many books, but good books and to read carefully and thoughtfully. 

"His only daughter, Ruth (since married to D.S. Hubbel, a Baptist Minister of Virginia and 
mother of the author of this book) was sent for a year to a boarding school and then to a 
woman's college in Bristol (TN) ... All of the boys went off to school, most of them to Moravian 
Falls Academy, near Wilkesboro; but since it was impossible for all of them to go to college, 
three, Augustus, Sidney and Cicero, voluntarily relinquished their desires for a University educa
tion and turned their attention to business and practical affairs that others might have the oppor
tunities which could not be given to all. 

"In 1881 Adolphus Hill Eller, after a course at the Moravian Falls Academy, entered the Uni
versity of North Carolina ... He graduated in 1885, making, in spite of adverse circumstances, a 
creditable record, not only as a student, but as a speaker and writer as well. After his graduation 
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he studied law and began a successful career in the practice of his profession in Winston-Salem." 
A picture of Adolphus Hill Eller appeared on the cover of The Eller Chronicles, Vol.Ill 1 
followed by a story in the same issue pp.1-6. 

EARLY YEARS IN ASHE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 
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'"Plato' and '6' as they were known at home, from their earliest years were bent on following 
their brother's footsteps in the pursuit of an education. Even as children they did not place the 
usual exaggerated estimate upon the possession of toys and money, but spent their pocket change 
for books and gave their spare moments to reading and speaking. Gradually they accumulated a 
very neat and select little library, still preserved with tender care by their parents, consisting 
chiefly of historical writings, orations, poetry, and fiction. The numerous notes and scrapbooks 
which they left show the remarkable industry and intelligence with which they worked. John was 
an omnivorous reader, devouring eagerly every book he could find. Plato, on the other hand, 
from the first, cared nothing for mere learning or for the lighter kinds of literature, and confined 
his reading chiefly to writing that stimulated thought. Nearly all his books are therefore works of 
history, political economy, and philosophy. We find a copy of Guiozot's 'History of Civilization,' 
with his name inside, dated 1886. 

"In 1887 Plato entered the Moravian Falls Academy. He at once joined the Philomatic Liter
ary Society and participated eagerly in all its transactions ... 
He was recognized as an able debater; and the logic and fire of his debates there would do credit 
to many a more experienced speaker ... His one ambition was to be able, by force of intellect, pow
er of personality, and nobility of character, to master men for the advancement of truth and 
righteousness. 

"Like his older brother, John Carlton Eller received his preparatory training at Moravian Falls 
Academy. In the local paper describing the Commencement he is mentioned as one of the six 
speakers who debated the question of Foreign Immigration. The correspondent adds: 'The boys 
did very well, Mr. Eller deserving special mention for his concise and well expressed arguments.'" 

PLATO ELLER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

"In August, 1889, Plato entered the Freshman Class of the University of North Carolina. 
Here, as at the Academy, he never allowed outside interests or the demands of class work to 
swerve him from the one purpose of his life. At first he gave most of his time to his text-books, 
and for the first year his grades were, in spite of a comparatively hurried preparation, very cred
itable indeed. But he never cared a straw for high grades or for mere learning as such ... In the 
class work which he found directly useful for his purpose he did well; his grades in English and 
History are uniformly excellent. In some others he was content with merely passing; he was con
centrating his thought and attention on things that were, to him, of much greater importance." 

Plato followed the tradition of that day at the University, students from the western part of 
the state joined the Dialectic Society and easterners joined the Philanthropic Society. 

"As a thinker, he was, so one of his acquaintances, now a prominent lawyer in one of the first 
cities of the State, says of him, 'Plato was the peer of any man in the University.' and he was so 
regarded by both faculty and students. Whenever he arose to speak on any topic, he had the undi
vided attention of all .. . the confidence which the students and faculty placed in him was remarka
ble ... he obtained unsought almost every honor in the power of his class and society to give. He 
was twice representative of the Dialectic Society in an inter-society debate; he was the president 
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of the Society; he was elected the first editor of the University Magazine from his Society for 
1892-93; he was elected first representative of his society for the inter-society oratorical content 
at the Commencement of 1892; and he was for three years President of his class ... an honor which 
he still held at his death. Besides these he was the winner of the Best Debater's Medal in the Di 
Society in his Sophomore year ... that his head was not turned by these honors and that he never 
lost his simplicity of manner and sympathetic interest in those less fortunate, we have the unani
mous testimony of his college friends to show ... 

"The subject of the oration which Plato prepared for the oratorical contest at the close of his 
Junior year was 'Institutions the Result of Growth.' His choice of the subject was the result of an 
investigation undertaken for Professor H. H .. (Horace) Williams ... the oration, though completed 
and printed in pamphlet form, was never to be delivered ... Late in May he was seized ... his broth
er A.H. Eller was summonsed ... he was suffering from an attack of typhoid fever. 

Commencement was held but Plato, ill in bed, could not attend and deliver his oration. 
"President Winston in explaining the absence of the first speaker on the program, said that Plato 
Eller was the 'best speaker in the University."' Because Plato could not speak the contest was won 
"by a member of the Philanthropic Society and a good friend of Plato ... the victor of the contest 
took the beautiful trophy to the bedside of his friend and in words that show at once the high 
opinion of Plato as a speaker and the unselfishness of his character said, 'Here, Eller, this is 
yours; you would have won if you could have spoken that speech.' ... Plato Eller died in his room 
in the Old South Building, on Wednesday, June 15, 1892 in the twenty-third year of his age ... his 
brother Adolphus H. Eller, accompanied by a classmate, removed the body to his father's home 
in Ashe County. 

From shocked classmates, friends and Univeristy professors and administrators, including 
President Winston, letters poured into the home of James Eller in Ashe County and into the 
home of Adolphus H. Eller in Winston-Salem. Newspapers in several cities carried editorials and 
tributes to the young Plato from the hills of Ashe County. These are reprinted in the book and 
some are reproduced at the end of this review. 

JOHN CARLTON ELLER 

"In August 1892, after the death of his brother in June, John entered the Freshman Class of 
the University of North Carolina. This class was an unusually large and brilliant one; it numbered 
at this time one hundred and fifteen members, and it furnished more men to the Alpha Theta Phi 
Society than any other class up to '98, if not later. On January 19, 1993, John was elected presi
dent of his class, an honor which, like his brother Plato, he was to hold each succeeding year of 
his stay at the University ... 

"Unlike Plato, John was ambitious to distinguish himself as a student; and from the first he 
won recognition as one of the best students of his class. On his report sent home at the end of the 
second term President Winston writes: 'Mr. Eller has made steady and very honorable progress. 
His record is exemplary in all respects' ... The following transcript of his college career ... gives 
some conception of his versatility and popularity: 'Eller, John Carlton, Berlin, N.C.- 22 years; 
165 pounds; 5 feet, 10 inches; course Ph.B; law; president of class 4 years; representative of Di 
Society Commencement 1894; representative of Di Society inter-society debate 1895; Debater's 
Medal Di Society 1895; Essayist's Medal Di Society 1895; Editor of the Tar Heel in 1895-96; sub 
ball manager Commencement 1895; undergraduate member of advisory board of athletics 1896; 
undergraduate honors in Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior years; president of Alpha 
Theta Phi; Philosophical Club; Shakesphere Club; Historical Society; Di. "' 
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Following his graduation from the University in the spring of 1896, John returned home to Ashe 
County where on the fourth of July 1896, like his brother Plato, he died of typhoid. "He was laid 
to rest beside his brother in the little family burying ground that crowns the hill of old Phoenix 
Mountain, overlooking their childhood home and the beautiful river beside it." 

Again, shocked classmates, friends and news editors across the state, sent numerous letters 
and wrote editorials to the family of James Eller. Some of these appear below: 

TRIBUTES TO FRANKLIN PLATO ELLER 

An upper classman who knew him well said seven years after his death: "He was the soul of 
honor and a man of much power and ability; he would certainly have been a useful citizen had 
God spared him. I always thought that he would make a great mark in the State; the faculty and 
entire student body thought so too; and everyone respected him." Another friend, now one of the 
ablest lawyers in the State, said recently to the writer that Plato Eller had the finest mind for 
grasping, applying, and vitalizing abstract truths that he had ever seen. He would have made, he 
thinks with many others, a great statesman or constitutional lawyer." This opinion was shared by 
the twelve professors, classmates and friends whose letters and tributes fill 13 pages of the book; 
included was the following letter; 

To: A.H. Eller from the President of the University of North Carolina, 24 
June 1892 . 

... Your brother had won my esteem and affection. I had watched him closely, and I regarded 
him as the most promising man in the University. He was not the best scholar nor the best 
student; but in all the strong and admirable· qualities of manhood which are essential to true 
greatness and to lasting success, he was as highly gifted as any young man I ever knew . 

.... Geo. T. Winston 

TRIBUTES TO JOHN CARLTON ELLER 

Tar Heel, student newspaper, UNC Chapel Hill, September 19, 1896: 

John Carlton Eller: "A man of unusual ability, easily the leader of his class, he was admired by 
all and dearly beloved by his intimate friends ... he was our friend and we loved him. 

President of the University of North Carolina to A. H. Eller, July 30, 1896: 

... The death of your noble brother grieves and distresses me beyond words. I can scarcely real 
ize it. There was no one of my pupils for whom I felt more affectionate admiration, or whose 
future seemed so full of promise. There must be need of him in the other world, for surely so 
strong and noble and beautiful a life would not have been so quickly terminated here ... Geo. T. 
Winston. 
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The book contains 31 separate letters and tributes to John C. Eller, some from the most 
prominent people within the state of North Carolina. 

WRITINGS AND SPEECHES OF FRANKLIN PLATO ELLER 

pp. 89-135: 

Institutions the Result of Growth 
Our Retiring President 
The Dialectic Society 
Debate on the Electoral College 
Debate on Home Rule for the Irish 
Debate on the Eastern Question 
A Brief Review of Scholasticism 

WRITINGS AND SPEECHES OF JOHN CARLTON ELLER 

pp. 145-231: 

Man's Inhumanity to Man 
What is Morality - a Thesis 
A Plea for American Commerce 
Debate on Rigid Party Organization 
Debate on Dangers of Centralization 
The Origin and Rise of Govenment- A Thesis 
The College Fraternity 
Articles from the "White and Blue" 
Poems: Melancholia, The Doubters 
The Modern Chivalry: an Essay 
Class Farewell 

The diversity of subjects alone reveal much about the range of interests of these young men. 
To read the articles is to realize that the glowing tributes paid these two scholars were not empty 
rhetoric. The intellectual power displayed by both in their writings, debates and speeches were 
quite phenomenal and elevated both to tthe highest levels of respect and esteem among their 
classmates and professors. Oratorical skill, in their day, was essential for success in public life and 
many professions, especially the law and religion. Debating was the chief intramural and inter
collegiate competitive activity; both were masters of that art so essential for success in the profes
sions of that day. Their remarkable qualities of leadership, scholarship and character, flowered 
from the seeds planted early in their minds by enlighened parents and the the love and support of 
their brothers and sisters. 

While the book records the double tragedies experienced bvy the James Eller family within 
the space of four years, it is not without positive lessons for us today. The two lads enjoyed the 
good fortunate of remarkable parents, strong in thier convictions and dedication to education 
and Christian principles. An older brother, with his own remarkable success, kindled their ambi
tion to follow in his footsteps to the University. Older brothers and sisters, agreed to remain 
home and work because all could not go to school. While their promising careers were terminat
ed so abruptly, Plato and Johnnie Eller still serve as role-models for young Ellers of these mod
ern days. 
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~James Eller Cemetery at Bina, Ashe County, NC; Phoenix Mountain 
in background. The low marble stone marks the grave of Franklin 
Plato Eller (the first to be buried on this site). The tall marble 
spire marks the grave of John Carlton Eller. 

Another view of the James Eller Cemetery and the beautiful 
country visible in directions from the graveyard 
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GENEALOGY OF THE JAMES ELLER FAMILY OF ASHE COUNTY, NORTH 
CAROLINA. 

(Eds.: The following data are almost entirely from James w. 
Hook, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER AND DESCENDANTS OF HIS IN AMERICA, 
New Haven, 1957 [Reprint: Eller Family Association, 1990]. The 
section from that book on the James Eller family (pp.269-276) 
has been reformatted according to a plan used by the National 
Genealogy Society Quarterly. This offers our readers a good op
portunity to compare the format plan of Mr. Hook with this 
plan. Mr. Hook's format, widely used in 1957 when he published 
his work, is rarely used today by professional genealogists. 

1. George1 Michael Eller. See Hook pp. 6-16 
2. Peter2 Eller. see Hook pp. 17-31 
3. Jobn3 Eller. See Hook pp. 69-87 
4. simeon4 Eller. see Hook pp. 177-187 

Fifth Generation 

5. James5 Eller, born 25 June 1827, Wilkes county, North 
Carolina; died 19 March 1926 (age 99), Bina, Ashe County, North 
carolina; m. 24 October 1849, Wilkes County, North Carolina, 
Mary Ann carlton, born 15 August 1830, died 30 August 1924. She 
was a daughter of Thomas Carlton. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Children of James5 Eller .and Mary Ann Carlton: 

6 i. Martha6 Catherine Eller, born 24 February 1851; 
died 10 May 1862. 

7 ii. Thomas6 Hamilton Eller, born 18 November 1852; 
died 6 May 1862. 

8 iii. Phineas6 Eller, born 1854; died young. 
9 iv. Harvey6 Augustus Eller, born 7 July 1855, Wilkes 

County, North carolina; died 2 January 1946, 
near Bina, Ashe County, North carolina. 

10 v. Ruth6 America Eller, born 8 May 1857, Wilkes 
County, North Carolina; died ? 

11 vi. Adolphus6 Hill Eller, born 9 April 1861, Wilkes 
County, North Carolina; died 7 December 1841, 
Winston-Salem, Forsyth county, North Carolina. 

12 vii. Albert6 Sidney Johnson Eller, born 29 August 
1864, Wilkes County, North Carolina; 
died 9 February 1920, Ashe County, North Caro
lina. 

13 viii. Edwin6 Cicero Eller, born 19 December 1866, Ashe 
county, North Carolina; died 23 December 1920. 

14 ix. Franklin6 Plato Eller, born 4 April 1869, Ashe 
County, North Carolina; died 15 June 1892, Old 
South Bldg., University of North Carolina, Chap 
el Hill, Organge County, North Carolina. 

15 x. John6 carlton Eller, born 30 October 1873, Ashe 
county, North carolina. 
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sixth Generation 

9. Harvey6 Augustus Eller, born 7 July 1855, Wilkes Coun
ty, North Carolina; died 2 January 1946, near Bina, Ashe Coun
ty, North Carolina; m. 14 October 1877 1 Mary6 Eller. She was a 
daughter of DavidS Eller (Jacob4, JohnJ, Peter2, George1 Mi
c~ael Eller) 

+ 

Children of Harvey6 Augustus Eller and Mary6 Eller: 

16 i. Bertha7 Ruth Eller, born 6 June 1879, Ashe Coun-
ty, North Carolina. She did not marry. 

17 ii. Walter7 Frederick Eller, born 3 April 1881; died 

18 iii. 

19 iv. 

20 v. 
21 vi. 
22 vii. 

?; m. 10 September 1917 Adrienne Trice Phillips. 
The family lived in Washington, D.C. where he 
was en~aged in the real estate business. 
Joseph Oscal Eller, born 20 February 1883, Ashe 
County, North Carolina. He was engaged in the 
real estate business in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Nannie7 Clyde Eller, born 12 July 1885; died ?; 
m. Thomas Graybeal. He was a practicing lawyer in 
Buena Vista, Virginia. 
Henrietta? Virginia Eller, born 19 May 1887. 
Jesse7 Franklin Eller, born 19 February 1890. 
Martha7 ''Mrs. Gert" Gertrude Eller, born 13 Janu
ary 1892; died 7 July 1991 in car accident on her 
way to church; she was in her 99th year; m. Fred 
L. Waddell, born 2 August 1892, died May 31, 
1964; after his death Miss Gert lived alone for 
the remainder of her life. Both are buried in the 
James Eller cemetery, Ashe County, North Caroli
na. No issue. 

10. Ruth6 America Eller, born 8 May 1857, Wilkes County, 
North Carolina; died?; m. 24 April 1884, Reverend David Shel
ton Hubbell, a Baptist minister of Smyth County, Virginia. Fam
ily resided, 1925, on a farm near Mountain Park in Surrey Coun
ty, North Carolina. 

+ 

Children of Ruth6 America Eller and Rev. David Shelton 
Hubbell: 

23 i. Jay7 Broadus Hubbell, born 8 May 1885, Smyth 
County, Virginia; died ?; m. 1 June 1918, Lucinda 
smith. 

(Eds.: he was author of the book, Franklin Plato 
Eller and John Carlton Eller, reviewed elsewhere 
in this issue.) 

24 ii. Eller7 Hubbell, died young. 
25 iii. Paul7 Eller Hubbell, m. Huna Thompson and resides 

in Ypsilanti, Michigan. He was a Rhodes Scholar 
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and a veteran of World War I. He was a college 
teacher. 
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26 iv. Ruth7 Hubbell. She was a college teacher. Resided 
in Bristol, Tennessee. 

11. Adolphus6 Bill Eller, born 9 April 1861, Wilkes County, 
North Carolina; died 7 December 1841, Winston-Salem, Forsyth 
county, North carolina; m. 20 November 1896, Laura w. Newland, 
died 28 May 1938. She was a daughter of Capt. B. A. Newland. He 
attended Moravian Falls Academy and in 1881 entered the Univer
sity of North Carolina from which he graduated with an A.B. de
gree, in 1885. He then attended Folks Law School at Cilly, N.C. 
and was admitted to the N.C. Bar in 1866. He practiced law in 
Winston- Salem, N.C. under the firm named of Eller and Star
buck. In 1905 he became Secy. Treas. of the N.C. Railroad and 
remained in that position until 1913 when he became Vice Presi
dent and Chairman of the Trust Deartment of the Wachovia Bank 
and Trust co. of Winston-Salem. In 1908 he organized and became 
president of the Standard Building and Loan Association. He was 
elected to the N.C. State Senate in 1905 and from 1908 to 1912 
was Chairman of the N.C. State Democratic Commission. He was a 
trustee of the University of North Carolina, 1905-1933 and 
Chairman of the Winston-Salem Board of Education 1927-1933. He 
was Secy. and Trustee of the Winston Salem State Teachers Col
lege for negroes fopr 30 years and one of the founders of the 
N.C. Baptist Hospital. He was a member of the Sigma Alpha Ep
silon College Fraternity, a member of the Masonic Lodge and of 
the Baptist Church. (See Who's Who in America Vol. 20 and 21.) 

+ 

Children of Adolphus Hill Eller and Laura W. Newland: 

27 
28 
29 

i. Mary7 Eller. Died young. 
ii. John7 DeWalden Eller. 

iii. Adolphus? Hill Eller, Jr. 

12. Albert6 Sidney Johnson Eller, born 29 August 1864, 
Wilkes County, North Carolina; died 9 February 1920, Ashe 
county, North Carolina; m.(1) 19 September 1889, Laura McMil
lan; m. (2) Frances Campbell. After attending Moravian Falls 
Academy he returned to Bina in Ashe County and resumed farming. 
He held various public offices and from 1902 to 1910 served as 
Clerk of the Superior Court of Ashe County, North Carolina. 

lan: 

+ 

Children of Albert6 Sidney Johnson Eller and Laura McMil-

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

i. Carlton? Reeves Eller, m. Grace Sturgill. 
ii. Anna7 Agnes Eller, m. Frank R. Jones. 

iii. Beatrice? Eller, m. Cicero Faw. 
iv. Mack7 Eller, m. Hetta Stansberry (Standsberry) 
v. Alton7 s. Eller 

Children of Albert6 Sidney Johnson Eller and Frances Camp-
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bell: 

35 vi. Bryan7 Eller. 

13. Edwin6 Cicero Eller, born 19 December 1S66, Ashe Coun 
ty, North Carolina; died 23 December 1920?; m.(1) 22 May 1S95, 
Laura catherine Graybeal, born s May 1S71; m. (2) 20 1924, su
sanna Harless. He attended Moravian Falls Academy. He was a 
merchant and farmer at Bina in Ashe County, North Carolina. 

+ 
+ 
+ 

Children 
beal: 

36 i. 
37 ii. 
3S iii. 
39 iv. 

40 v. 
41 vi. 
42 vii. 

of Edwin Cicero Eller and Laura Catherine Gray-

Ina7 Maude Eller; m. Fred Fields. 
Edwin? Cicero Eller, Jr., m. Ethel Fields. 
Grace? Graybeal Eller, m. Jack Rhodes. 
Gladys? Eller, m. R. Tipton McNeil, son of Thorn
ton McNeil. 
James? Eller, m. Netta Goss. 
Pansy? Eller, b. 7 November 1906; d. 2 May 1919. 
Paul7 Eller. 

Children of Edwin Cicero Eller and susanna Harless: 

43 viii. William? Truett Eller, born 26 February 1925; m. 
Dorothy Reed. 

seventh Generation 

19. Nannie7 Clyde Eller, born 12 July 1SS5; died ?; m. 
Thomas Graybeal. He was a practicing lawyer in Buena Vista, 
Virginia. 

Children of Nannie Clyde Eller and Thomas Graybeal: 

44 i. WilliamS Eller Graybeal. 

23. Jay7 Broadus Hubbell, born s May 1SS5, Smyth county, 
Virginia; died?; m. 1 June 1918, Lucinda Smith. 

Children of Jay Broadus Hubbell and Lucinda Smith: 

45 i. JayS Broadus Hubbell, Jr. 
46 ii. DavidS Smith Hubbell 

28. John7 DeWalden Eller, m. --------Unknown. 

Children of John DeWalden Eller and Unknown: 

47 i. James8 Carlton Eller, born 6 January 1931. 

32. Beatrice? Eller, m. Cicero Faw· 
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Children of Beatrice Eller and Cicero Faw: 

48 i. Gwin8 Faw. 
49 ii. Stella8 Faw. 
50 iii. Ina8 Faw. 
51 iv. Lenna8 Faw. 

36. Ina Maude? Eller; m. Fred Fields. 

Children of Ina Maude Eller and Fred Fields: 

52 i. Ruby8 Fields. 
53 ii. Horace8 Fields. 

37. Edwin? Cicero Eller, Jr., m. Ethel Fields. 

Children of Edwin Cicero Eller, Jr. and Ethel Fields: 

54 i. MorrisS Edwin Eller. 

38. Grace? Graybeal Eller, m. Jack Rhodes. 

(Eds. The James Eller family of Ashe County achieved a level of 
prominence in their county and state; much has been written 
about the various members of this Eller family, still an exam
ination of the above reveals a genealogy still quite incom
plete. We hope that living descendants of the James Eller fami
ly will complete this genealogy and share it with our readers.) 

QUERY QUERY QUERY QUERY 

From: Sharon Jo Eller McKillip, 9240 Houston Ave., Hanford CA 93230 

I am the last of the Eller line of which I come to the best of my knowledge. I am the 
only child of an Eller who was also an only child. So my search is for cousins, aunts, and 
uncles of our line. I am 39 years old and trying to get this for my father for a Christmas 
gift. As you can see my progress to date is very little but it may ring a bell. 

Jacob Eller m. Malinda Rush 1849 
Lante or Lanty L. (Levi Allen) 

A. (Andrew) 
P. or B. 
J. 
K. orR. 

Lante Eller m. Margaret 1869 
They had: Cary, Leslie & Shannon 

Shannon Earnest m. Mabel Claire Richardson 
Shannon Jack Earnest 1924 m. 1948 

Sharon Jo Eller McKillip b. 1953 
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WILLIAM4 11BILL11 ELLER OF UNION AND TOWNS COUNTIES, GA 

Hermon E. Eller, 220 N. Broadway, Skiatook, OK 74070 

1. William4 11Bill11 Eller (Savannah3, Jacob Jr.2, Jacob, 
Sr.1) was born 1816, in Buncombe County, N.C. Other brothers 
in the north Georgia area were Joseph who m. Mariah Hedden, 
Jacob and George. He was reared in North Georgia in either 
Rabun or Towns Counties, and later lived in Union County, 
Georgia where his first seven children were born. His last 
two children were born in Towns County, Georgia where he may 
have been living at his death which occurred after 1900. His 
wife was Martha A. (Unknown). 

I had several conversations with John Lester Eller about 
his grandfather "Bill" Eller. He said William "Bill" Eller 
owned and operated a grist mill in the upper High Tower Com
munity near Hiawassee, Georgia. He talked about several peo
ple there so I became interested and have made two trips back 
there last year. We met lots of Ellers and I enjoyed visiting 
with them. To my knowledge William Eller had 9 children. My 
grandfather Davis B. Eller was the last child. I also knew 
his brother, John c. Eller. He and Davis B. Eller married 
sisters, Harriett Louisa and Salina Magda line Maney respec
tively. I understand the Maneys were Cherokee Indians. I'm 
sending you a copy where my grandfather was petitioning for 
his children to be enrolled as Cherokee citizens. 

Children of William4 Eller and Martha A. (Unknown) : 

2 i. GeorgeS c. Eller was born ca 1836, Union County, 
Georgia; m. Rachel Eclemyre. 

3 ii. ElizabethS Eller was born ca. 1838, Union Coun
ty, Georgia. 

4 iii. WilliamS Henry Eller was born ca. 1841, Union 
County, Georgia; m.(1) Mary Cleo; m. (2) Malinda 
Bramlett. 

S iv. MarthaS P. Eller was born ca. 184S in Union 
County, Georgia. 

6 v. MaryS Eller was born ca. 1847 in Union County, 
Georgia. 

7 vi. SarahS Ann Eller was born ca 18SO in Union Coun
ty, Georgia. 

8 vii. JohnS c. Eller was born 18S4 in Towns County, 
Georgia; m. 26 August 187S in Georgia to Salenia 
Magdaline Maney. Around 1900 he and his wife 
with her parents, the Maneys, moved to Tahle
quah, Oklahoma, where the Maneys died and are 
buried. Later he moved to Hulbert, Oklahoma 
which is about ten miles west of Tahlequah where 
he owned and operated a Hardware Store until his 
death. 

+ 9 ix. DavisS Eller was born 8 November 18S9 in Towns 
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County, Georgia. 

Sources: Dorothy W. Newbold, P.O. Box 507, Ball 
Ground, Ga. Sources: 1850 u.s. census, Union Co. 
Ga.; 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900; u.s. census, Towns 
Co., Ga.; Liberty Baptist Church Cemetery, Hwy. #5, 
South of Ellijah, Gilmer Co., Ga. 

Fifth Generation 

9. Davis5 B. Eller, born 8 November 1859 in Towns County, 
Georgia, died 6 February 1942, Skiatook, Oklahoma; buried in 
Ridgelawn Cemetery, Collinsville, Oklahoma; m. (1} 1878, 
Towns County, Georgia, Harriett Louisa Maney, born 19 March 
1859 in Towns County, Georgia; died 1890, Towns County, Geor
gia. She was a daughter of John c. Maney and Jenny Ann Moss. 
m. (2} Auqust 3, 1899, Dona B. Ervin. 

Shortly after the death of Harriett Louisa (Maney} 
Eller in 1890 in Towns County, Georgia, Davis B. Eller and 
his four children came and settled near Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
Davis B. Eller was a farmer and rancher and he settled seven 
miles northeast of Tahlequah on the Illinois River. He also 
opened a grocery store and Post Office which was known as El
lerville, Oklahoma from March 25, 1914 to December 31, 1954. 

About 1920 Davis B .. Eller moved to Skiatook, Oklahoma 
where shortly thereafter he opened a grocery store. All of 
his family came to Skiatook except his daughter Leona and 
her husband Clarence Bynum who stayed at Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
Later Davis B. Eller saw the need for a farmer's produce 
market - so he ·closed out the groceries and began buying 
cream, eggs, poultry, pecans, hides etc. He operated that 
business until he turned it over to his youngest son, 
Raymond, in 1933 when he retired. He died Feb. 6, 1942 and is 
buried in the Ridgelawn Cemetery at Collinsville, Oklahoma. 

Children of Davis5 B. Eller and Harriett L. Maney: 

10 

11 

i. Ida6 Ann Eller, born 30 November 1879, Towns 
County Gorgia; died 30 June 1963; m. 28 June 
1905L Tahlequah, Oklahoma, Oscar Robert Ervin. 

ii. Johnb Lester Eller, born 17 June 1882, Towns 
county, Georgia; died 9 December 1967; m. 23 
September 1906, Lydia Corn. John Lester and 
Lydia Eller had no children so in their late 
years they asked me to see after them, which I 
did. We had many conversations about his grand
father William "Bill" Eller. 

12 iii. William6 Alfred Eller, born 17 July 1886, Towns 
County, Georgia; died 27 March 1961; m. 25 Octo
ber 1910, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, Della Inola 
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Donaldson. 
13 iv. Welthy6 Caroline Eller, born 1889. She never 

married. 

Children of Davis5 B. Eller and Dona Ervin Briniard: 

+ 14 v. David6 Melton Eller, born 17 June 1900, Tahle-
quah, Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma. 

15 vi. Lona6 Arizona Eller, born 2 May 1902, Tahlequah, 
Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma; died 10 October 1979; 
m. 21 February 1920, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, Clar 
ence Bynum. 

16 vii. Dona6 Neoma Eller, born 18 November 1904, Tahle
quah, Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma; died 2 July 
1991; m. 11 December 1920, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, 
Gibson James. 

17 viii. Ed6 Blake Eller, born 12 January 1908, Tahle
quah, Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma; died 11 october 
1966; m. 3 September 1929, Pawhuska, Oklahoma, 
Dorothy Parsons. 

18 ix. Raymond6 Eller, born 22 July 1912, Tahlequah, 
Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma; m. 7 June 1933, 
Sperry, Oklahoma, Doris Munsey. 

Sources: Family Bible of Davis B. Eller and his 
marriage licenses. 

Sixth Generation 
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14. David6 Melton Eller, born 17 June 1900, Tahlequah, 
Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma; died 21 March 1983; m. (1) 23 
November 1918, Tahlequah, Oklahoma, ora Viola Cooper, born 28 
February 1902; died 3 December 1930, Skiatook, Oklahoma, 
buried Hillside Cemetery, Skiatook, Oklahoma. She was the 
daughter of Charles Wesley Cooper and Angeline E. E~lis. m. 
(2) 7 June 1934, Washington County, Arkansas, Leota Sm1th. 

David6 Melton Eller and his wife Ora Cooper came to 
Skiatook, Oklahoma in 1922. He was a farmer and rancher and 
during WW-II he worked at a defense plant in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Children of David6 Melton Eller and Ora Viola Cooper: 

+ 19 

20 

21 

22 

i. Hermon? Edri Eller, born 23 October 1919, Tah
lequah? Oklahoma. 

ii. Vechil Eller, born 1 February 1921; m. 18 
August 1940, Muriel Young; killed 16 October 
1944 in Germany (WW-II) . 

iii. D. B.7 11 Pete" Eller, born 26 January 1923; m. 
2 June 1946, Columbus, Kansas, Pauline Lemon 
of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. 

iv. O.D.7 Eller, born 3 December 1930; his mother 
died at this time; m. Durham, North Carolina, 
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Mary Ann Appel while in service. 

Children of David6 Melton Eller and Leota Smith: 

23 v. Ida7 Leona Eller, born 3 March 1935; m. 17 Au 
gust 1956, Skiatook, Oklahoma, Don Prather. 

24 vi. Charles? Melton Eller, born s January 1937; 
m. Glenda Cryder. 

Sources - David Melton Eller's family bible and 
marriage licenses. 

Seventh Generation 

19. Hermon? Edri Eller, born 23 October 1919, Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma; m. 22 December 1940, Skiatook, Oklahoma, Lois Ber
nadene carter, born 2S September 1922,, Sperry, Oklahoma. She 
was the daughter of Earl Peter Carter and Nola Mae Tilley. 

I began working for my uncle Clarence Bynum in his Tah
lequah Grocery Store. [The Bynums had several stores in east
ern Oklahoma]. In 1S3S I moved with my uncle Raymond Eller to 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma where we operated a Bunum Grocery Store. 
I married in 1940 and my uncle Raymond left and we operated 
the store until I got my draft notice and took my exam. My 
uncle Ed Eller took the store and I moved my wife back to 
Skiatook to be near her parents while I waited for my call. I 
became 2S years old before the call came and I didn't have to 
go. I then got into the real estate business and 
developed several houses and additions in the Skitook area. 

Children of Hermon? Edri Eller and Lois Bernadene Carter: 

+ 25 i. Davids Earl Eller, born 1S November 1942, Skia-
took, Oklahoma; m. 10 March 1966, Skiatook, Okla
homa, Carol Sue Dobbs. 

+ 26 ii. GlendaS Muriel Eller, born 22 February 1946, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma; killed in an automobile accident 
29 June 19S9; m. 16 June 1964, Ramona, Oklahoma, 
Larry Freeman. 

+ 27 iii. ThelmaS Lois Eller, born 29 October 194S, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; m. S December 1967, Bartlesville, Okla
homa Billy Jack Holt. 

+ 2S iv. Troy~ Dale Eller, born 23 June 1955, Tulsa, Okla
homa. 

Eighth Generation 

25. Davids Earl Eller, born 1S November 1942, Skiatook, 
Oklahoma; m. 10 March 1966, Skiatook, Oklahoma, carol sue 
Dobbs. 

Children of DavidS Earl Eller and Carol Sue Dobbs: 
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29 i. Brian9 David Eller, born 30 April 1968, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; m. 9 February 1990, Skiatook, Oklahoma, 
Rhonda Spohn. 

30 ii. Angela9 Renia Eller, born 11 January 1970, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

26. Glenda8 Muriel Eller, born 22 February 1946, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; m. 16 June 1964, Ramona, Oklahoma, m. Larry Free
man. 

Children of Glenda Muriel Eller and Larry Freeman: 

31 i. Travis9 Wade Freeman, (adopted when 3 days old) 
born 22 August 1970. 

32 ii. Ginger9 Mae Freeman, born 3 June 1972 in Tulsa; 
m. 25 May 1990, Skiatook, Oklahoma, Jerry Ray 
Allison. 
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27. Thelma8 Lois Eller, born 29 October 1948, Tulsa, Okla
homa; m. 8 December 1968, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, Billy Jack 
Holt. 

Children of Thelma Lois Eller and Billy Jack Holt: 

33 i. Jesse9 Dewayne Holt, born 19 July 1964, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; m. 12 March 1983, Pawhuska, Okla
homa, Pam Mayfield. A step-son raised by Thelma. 

34 ii. Lois9 Michelle Holt, born 29 August 1970, Pawhus
ka, Oklahoma; m. 3 June 1991, Todd Mathison. 

28. TroyB Dale Eller, born 23 June 1955, Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
m. 5 July 1974, Skiatook, Oklahoma, Peggy Jean Hughrat. 

Children of Troy8 Dale Eller and Peggy Jean Hughrat: 

35 i. Logan9 Dale Eller, born 23 December 1978, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

36 ii. Denton9 John Eller, born 12 October 1982, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

(Eds. We thank Hermon E. Eller for sharing the above informa
tion and the following pictures and documents. Hermon tells 
us he is planning to attend Eller Conference '93 in Portland. 
We look forward to meeting him and hope he brings with him 
other Ellers from Oklahoma.) 
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Davis B. and Dona 
Grandchildren 

1st Row t~R: Davis B. Eller, Ed, 

Dona~ Raymond (in Lap), Dona 
2nd Row Lona, David M. 
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BEHIND 'lHE LINES 
With the Ellers in the Civil War 

Byron H. Eller 

A talk was given at the Estes Park Eller Conference, July 1991, presenting 
same recent statistical findings, and a recapi~ation of casualty figures for 
Eller soldiers of the Civil War, and canparing these figures with the National 
averages. A hand-out was not prepared for the attendees, though a few trans
parencies of the tables and figures were shown by projector and screen. The 
reasons for the failure to prepare a written report are varied and will not 
be presented here. However, it is the writers opinion that the information 
given then is of sufficient interest and value to this Association that a summary 
of that presentation has been prepared and is given here for the readers of 
"The Eller Chronicles" to peruse, and in doing so perhaps find a new piece 
of information on one of their ancestors. 

It has been said that more men died during the Civil War than in all the rest 
of the U.S. wars canbined through Vietnam, (McPherson, Janes M., Battle Cry 
of Freedan, p. 854) so, before considering the information contained in the 
charts and tables concerning the Eller, let us look at same of those figures 
concerning the Civil War, following which are a few statanents to put the 
figures into perspective. Though these statements may vary a bit, in essence 
they came to the scrne conclusion: the Civil War was a catastrophic experience 
in United States History. 

A total of 620,000 men lost their lives in the Civil War fran all causes. 
U.S.A., Total--336,480 

K. I .A. -111,900 
Died of Disease-224,580, or 67% of the total deaths. 

C.S.A., Total--258,000 
K.I.A.-94,000 
Died of Disease-164,000, or 64% of the total deaths. 

"64%, or 164,000, of the Confederates who died in the war succumbed to 
disease". T/1 Index, p. 140 (appendix): C.W.T.I. Oct. "84, p. 18. "Of the 
620,000 men who lost their lives in the Civil War, more than 60% died of disease". 
T/1, Shennan March, p. 106. "Twice as many Civil War soldiers died of disease 
as were killed and mortally wounded in canbat". Battle Cry of Freedan, 
p. 485, 487. "Three times as many men died of illness as died of wounds". 
Archives of Surgery, Sept. 1988, p. 1050. "Approximately one out of ten able
bodied Northerners (out of the total nunber available for conscription) was 
dead or incapacitated, while for the South it was one out of four, including 
her noncanbatant Negroes." Battle Cry of Freedan, p. 1040. 
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Now let us look at the accompanying charts to see how the information 
contained therein compares with the National statistics, and also to see if 
any additional points of interest can be gleaned fran them. 

The first chart is self explanatory, though there are same facts of 
interest that may be pointed out. Since this chart was prepared an additional 
death has been brought to light by Ethel Bernice Johnson, in EC VI:2, p. 74. 
(More on John Adan Eller later). Since this case had not been applied to 
this study, the figures and percentages would be changed sanewhat. One question 
that may be asked is why the percentages of men killed in action were greater 
comparatively for Union than Confederate Ellers. There is no truly r:~pparent 
reason, though pe:rhaps it could be suggested that the greater number of South
em Ellers were fran North Carolina and their units remained in their h::rne 
state on patrol and guard duty, etc. It is a fact, however, that a greater 
number of Confederate Ellers were wounded and captured. Striking is the 
fact that the "died of disease" are statistically close for both North and 
South, and is very close to the overall figure of the National averages, 
as presented above, though more Confederate Ellers ( 87%) died of disease 
than the overall Confederate figure of 64%. Here the figure for the Union 
is very close, 70% Ellers as compared to 67% nationally. 

Caning to the second chart there will be seen a list of the Confederate 
Ellers who died in the war, either killed in action or died of disease. 
Fran information obtained on these men fran the service records received 
from the National Archives, one can·readily see that the principal disease 
causing death was typhoid fever, South, 26%, though when adding other diar
rheas it increases to 52%. For the Union soldiers, 71%. Two Confederates 
died of snallpox, but while both were in a Northern prison camp, E.Jmira, 
New York. 

Please note the following facts and figures that appear not only inter
esting but typical of the times, and is a very classic example of taking 
healthy young men fran a :rural hane setting and placing them in an environment 
of inadequate hygiene, sanitation, diet, and poor shelters with exposure 
to inclement weather. And certainly one of the leading factors would 
be the lack of natural ~ity to the communicable diseases. 

In excmining the duration of time fran enlistment to date of death there 
appears to be a logical breaking off point. For the Union men it was between 
six months and sixteen months, which occured in the Spring, or February 1863. 
Fbr the Confederates the breaking point appears to be between six months 
and eleven months, and this was also in February 1863. Significantly this 
was just half way through the war. By this time rruch of the living conditions 
had been improved, the sanitation and inadequacies in food rectified, and 
especially the medical corps of both annies had definitely ~ved their 
facilities and techniques. By February 1863 thirteen Confederate men had 
died after an average of 5.2 months in the service. ·Noting the Union figures 
on this particular point it is significant that five Union soldiers had died 
with an average time of enlistment of 5.1 months, identical figures for both 
annies. What if such a horrible and early death rate by disease had oc
curred in our recent wars, remembering "Desert Stonn"? 
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c.s.A. I U.S.A. I 
I 

'!UrAL MEN ENLISTED 140 63 
' 

KILLED IN ACI'ION 3 ( 13%) 3 (30%) 

- -

DIED OF DISEASES 20 (87%) 7 (70%) 

'!UrAL DEA'IHS 23 16.4% '10 15.8% 

WJNDED 24 17.1% 6 9.5% 

CAPIURED 39 28% 3 4.8% 

DESERI'ED 24 17.1% 7 11% 

' 
MUTINIED 1 

I 
I I I 



! ' ' .V/~/ 
' 

C. S. A. 
NAME AGE PLACE OF BIRI'H DATE ENL. DATE DEATH MCNI'H.S CAUSE DEATH PLACE DEA'IH REMARKS 

WILLIAM H. , 53rd NC 19 Wilkes Co., NC 2/26/62 7/13/64 29 Ill). K.I.A. In action near Washington City 

THOMAS J., 1st NC 23 Wilkes Co. , NC 7/1/61 5/3/63 22 Ill). K.I.A. Battle of Chancellorsville 
F. Eller 
F., 1st NC "Rowan Art" ? Rowan Co. , NC ? ? ? Killerl "Accidentally" tz:l ..... 

JOHN H., 37th NC 19 Wilkes Co., NC 9/24/61 5/30/62 Charlottsville, VA 
..... 

8 mo. Typhoid CD 
11 

WILLIAM, 4th VA ? Grayson Co. , VA 3/20/62 7/9/62 4 mo. Typhoid Charlottsville, VA () 
::r 
11 

EI:MARD, 4th NC 38 3/14/62 7/19/62 4 mo. Chr. Diarrhea Danville, VA 0 
Rowan Co. , NC :::1 

3 mo. 
..... 
0 

ALEXANDER, 49th NC 21 Catawba Co., NC 4/16/62 7/26/62 3 Ill). Typhoid Petersburg, VA ..... 
? 

CD 
rn 

W.R., 52nd GA ? Georgia ? 9/11/62 4 mo. Disease (?) Knoxville, 'IN <: 
0 

Wilkes Co., NC 9/13/62 6 mo. 
~ y's Bluff, VA 

..... 
DAVID H., 53rd NC 31 3/26/62 Fever, type ? . 

!winchester, VA 
<: 

RICHARD E., 23rd NC 30 Rowan Co. , NC 9/6/62 11/?/62 2 mo. Disease (?) H ... 

HARVEY GQ.RIX)N, 53rd NC 21 Wilkes Co., NC 2/12/62 I 11/21/62 9 mo. Typhoid Drewry's Bluff, VA z 
0 . 

MJSES, 23rd NC 34 Rowan Co. , NC 9/6/62 12/22/62 3 mo. "Abscessus" r-tt. Jackson, VA ~ 

: 
... 

CDRNELIUS, 4 2nd NC 28 Rowan Co. , NC 3/24/62 12/25/62 9 mo. Meningitis Petersburg, VA .... 
1.0 
1.0 

2/2/63 5 mo. Typhoid Richnond, VA. , 
f',J 

ELI, 23rd NC 27 Rowan Co. , NC 9/3/62 

W.W., 30th NC 38 Wilkes Co. , NC 9/23/62 2/25/63 5 mo. Pnet.rnOnia Richnond, VA 
"W4F. =S. :LIIj 

JOSEPH, 57th NC 19 Rowan Co. , NC 7/4/62 6/28/63 11 mo. Chr. Diarrhea Rowan Co. , NC 

JAMES P., 4th VA 19 Virginia 3/20/62 7/11/63 16 mo. Typhoid Richnond, VA N 
-...! 
...... 

MATHIS, 53rd NC 34 Wilkes Co. , NC 3/25/62 9/25/63 18 mo. acute diararhec Harrisburg, PA, w. 7/1/63 
P.O.W. 7/33/63 

THOMAS, 1st 'IN Bn 22 White Co., 'IN 4/23/63 6/20/63 2 mo. ? Yazoo City, MISS. 

JESSE, 7th NC 32 Rowan Co. , NC 8/20/62 2/29/64 18 mo. ? Winchester, VA 

Cont'd next page 



JESSE B., 42nd NC I 20 I ReMan co. • NC I 1127162 I 
8110164 I 31 mo.1 ? I Richnond, VA 

JACOB F., 24th GA I 20 I Townes Co. , GA 8/24161 219165 I 42 rro.l Variola I Elmira, NY, captured 8116164 

3110165 I 36 mo.l Variola 
Front Royal, VA 

DAVID, 42nd NC I 28 I Rowan Co. , NC I 3124162 1 h:1mira, NY captured 6 I 3 I 64 
Cold Harbor, VA 

4//~/f'/ 

U. S. A. 
NAME AGE PIACE OF BIRI'H DATE ENL. DATE DEATH M:NIHS CAUSE DFA'IH PLACE DEA'IH REMARKS 

'IHCMAS J. 27 Marioo Co. Ind. 112/63 l/2163 5 mo. K.I.A. 
Battle of Stooe River 

Co. D, 79th Ind. 

JOHN 37 Richland Co. , CH 12113/62 5/6/63 5 mo. K.I.A. Battle of Cl'la'rpioo Hill 
Co. G, 20th OH 

GEXJFGE W. 22 Wayne Co., KY. 9/14161 2/2/63 17 mo. "Killed in a Wayne Co. 1 KY 
1st KY cav. personal dif-

ficulty". 

DANIEL 18 Pulaski Co. I Ind . 915161 12/22161 3~ mo. chr. Diarrhea Pacific City 1 Mo. 1 
Co. E, 9th Iowa "Sequelae Rubeola" 

. 
Heru:y 20 Ind. (KY?) 11/1161 12131161 2 mo. "Carp fever" I..Duisville, Ky. , 

Co. H, 8th Ind.~ Typhoid While an furlough 

DAVID ( CDTHERN) 35 Marioo Co. I Ind. 12/16/61 6/17/62 6 mo. Typhoid New Albany I Ind. 
Co. F1 59th Ind. 

JAMES M. 23 Mooroe Co. 1 Ind. 915161 7131162 8 mo. Typhoid New Albany, Ind. 
Co. G1 31st Ind. 

ANDRE.W I JR. 19 Marien Co. , Ind. 8116162 2112163 6 mo. Typhoid Injured 12131162, 
Co. D1 79th Ind. A~E. ;:..:..(liD d. Murfreesboro 1 'IN. 

HARVEY H. 22 Wash. Co. , PA. 8113162 12116163 16 mo. Chr. Diarrhea Captured 914/631 
22nd Pa. cav d. Ridmond VA. 

DAVID 23 Marion Co. , Ind. 8116162 418164 20 mo. Typhoid Knoxville 1 'IN. 
Co. D, 79th Ind. 
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The service records of the men who died of disease will not be ex
anined further in this presentation, however it might be well to note sane
thing about each man that died during battle or else "killed in action". 
First, consider the Confederate soldiers as listed in the accompanying chart. 

Willian Harrison(S), Absolan(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1) 
b. 16 Sep 1843, Wilkes Co., NC, enl. 26 Feb 1862, age 18, into Co. 
K, 53rd NC Inf. at Camp Mangum. Promoted from private through the ranks 
to 5th Sgt. , to take rank from 1 Apr 1864 . Killed in ation near Washington 
City, 13 Jul 1864. Willicm H. had three brothers in the Southern army, 
Matthias, Francis, and Janes Madison. A more detailed study nf this 
soldier,s experiences in the war is contemplated for a future time. 
See "George Michael Eller", Hook, Janes W., p. 85. 

Thomas Jefferson(5), Simeon(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1) 
b. 1837/38, Wilkes Co. NC. Enl. 1 Jul 1861, Warrenton, NC, age 23, into 
Co. B, 1st NC inf. Killed Battle of Chancellorsville, 3 May 1862, 
(Hook says May 2) • Thanas had two brothers in the Confederate army, 
Jesse Franklin (see EC V:2, pp. 63-82), and David H., who died 13 Sep 
1862, Dx. typhoid. He is buried in the Canetery of the New Hope Baptist 
Church, Purlear, Wilkes County, NC. Hook, p. 179, 186. 

F. Eller. The full nane, and fcmily line is not known. He enlisted from 
Rowan Co., NC, into Co. D, (Rowan Artillery), 1st Regt. Engr., Artillery 
and Ordnance, NC State Troops. If anyone from Rowan Count~ can identify 
this soldier, it ~uld certainly be appreciated. 

UNION' SOLDIERS 

Thomas J. ( 5), Andrew( 4), Adam( 3), Leonard( 2), George Michael( 1) 
b. 1837, Lawrence Twsp., Marion Co., IN. Enl. 16 Aug 1862, age 27, 
into Co. D, 79th IN Inf. Killed 2 Jan 1863, Battle of Stones River, 
TN. Two brothers were Union soldiers, David and Andrew Jr. For a de
tailed profile on Thomas J., see EC III:2, p. 35: EC IV:2, p. 82. 

John, s/o Jacob & sally (Sarah) Hillborn-Eller, m. 11 Apr 1821. 
b. 1826, Richland Co., OH. Enl. (drafted Militia), 13 Nov 1862, Mans
field, Richland Co., OH, age 37, into Co. G, 20th OH Inf. Present 
or accounted for until killed 16 May 1863, in Battle of Champion Hill, 
Vicksburg, MS, campaign. Here is an instance of a 37 year old man, 
having been married in 1848, and with a fanily, being drafted into the 
Union Army and killed in action. 

George w., s/o F.W. & sarah Eller. (See 1850 Census, McMinn Co., TN) 
b. 1839, probably McMinn Co., 'IN. Enl. 14 Sep 1861, Monticello, Wayne 
Co. , KY. , age 22 , in to Co. H, 1st KY cav. "Furnished his awn horse 
& horse equipnent from 1 Aug 1862". Killed 2 Feb 1863, Wayne Co., KY, 
(while bane on furlough?) "in a personal difficulty". 
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7. 

John Adam Eller, s/o George (inmigrant fran Gennany to Rowan Co. ) & Rose Ann Eller 
Bo:rn 28 Feb 1843, Rowan Co., NC (See 1850 Census Rowan Co., NC) 

Earlier in this report the nane of John Adam Eller was mentioned. 
Not until the May 1992 issue of the Eller Chronicles was this man known def
initely as a Civil War soldier, even though his name had been pondered 
on when found in the 1850 Census of Rowan County, NC. His age, it appeared, 
would have made him of military age at the time of the War. This brings 
attention to the fact of how valuable the "Chronicles" has been in this 
research, and as it has been testified to by many others. It is hoped this 
sane kind of material will be forthcaning through the pages of the Chronicles. 

Perhaps sane additional light can be shed on the record of John Adam, 
for a question had been posed in the May 1992 issue, page 74, where it is 
stated "Died March 1864 of wounds received at Zag---- (can't read)", etc. 
As interesting as the "family stories" often appear, there is sane definite 
infonnation on this soldier that will be presented here. 

John Adam enlisted into Co. I, 109th Ill. Infantry on 14 Aug 1862, 
with others into a new regiment that was not organized until 11 Sept 1862. 
Co. I, and the rest of the regiment were moved into Kentucky and eventually 
into Tennessee as a canponent of u.s. Grant's Department of the Tennessee. 
They ranained at Matphis until March 1863, when they moved to Lake Prov
idence, Louisiana. Here the regiment was disbanded on 10 Apr 1863, 
having lost 237 of it's men by desertion, and it's officers having 
proved thanselves utterly incanpetent. The ranaining men were transferred 
as a group and inco.rporated into Co. K, 11th Ill. Inf. Before its dissolution 
this regiment had lost by disease 2 officers and 92 men. 

The 11th Ill. reorganized at Young's Ft., oo Lake Providence, LA. There
after the regiment with the brigade and division went into action with General 
Grant during his highly successful, and fcmous Vicksburg canpaign, being 
involved in the Battles of Port Gibson, Rayrrond, Jackson, Champion Hill, 
then the seige of Vicksburg with its eventual surrender 4 Jul 1863. 

The regiment ranained on duty in the Vicksburg area being involved 
in the occupation of Natchez and Vicksburg itself. General Grant by now 
had been named to the overall cannand of U.S. forces, and General SheDTJan 
had Grant's old positon as general of the Department of the Tennessee. 
In the schane of operations Shennan was to direct his attention to the eventual 
drive towards Atlanta, but before making that move he proposed a campaign 
into middle Mississippi with it's objective being the clearing of Confederate 
forces fran that area, and to strike and destroy railroads, rolling stock, 
roads, munition factories and stores, atpOunding horses, mules, antt.. oxen, 
and to bring out as much cotton and other materials as could be hauled. 

At the sane time the main drive was being made, the goal to be Meridian, 
MS, a smaller force was to ascend the Yazoo River to clear that region 
of similar stores, and to distract the Confederate anny as to the main 
pu.rpose of the overall operation. The 11th Ill. was one of three regiments 
that was to make up the Yazoo Expedition, the other two being regiments 
canposed of colored troops. 
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The three regiments boarded Navy gun-boats, and troop ships, and the 
operation got under way on 1 Feb 1864. By 9 Feb Yazoo City, TN, had been 
reached and the Union force took possession of the town. Leaving a small 
detadment to hold the area, the remainder of the men moved up the river, 
when on the 19th they were ordered back to Yazoo City. On 28 Feb the 11th 
Ill. was ordered into a small redoubt (fort) on the outskirts of town. 
From that date and everyday the Confederates would make a dash on the center 
of the works, but these men stood to their ground. The resolute 11th held 
the redoubt against repeated attacks, and by the 5th was surrounded on three 
sides by the enany. Three times the order was given to surrender, but the 
major cannanding refused each time, and the Confederates each time resumed 
their continuous fire of artilley and small anns, in which the loss to the 
Northerners was heavy. Reinforcements eventually arrived by 2:00 p.m., 
driving the Rebels from the fort. 

During that heroic defense on the afternoon of 5 March John Adem Eller 
sustained a serious wound to the abdanen. He with the other defenders 
of the fort ranained in place until the next day, Sunday, 6 Mar 1864, 
when the fort was evacuated, the transports re-boarded and the return 
trip to Vicksburg was canpleted. Total casualties for the 11th Ill. during 
the defense of the Yazoo City redoubt were 10 killed, 40 wounded, and 16 
missing. John was placed on boa~ the Hospital Steamer R.C. Wood 
to be taken to larger medical facility, but he died of his wounds, 
9 Mar 1864 while on board. Official Records; 32, P. 1, pp. 178, 194, 320-331. 

(Eds. The Eller Family Association is unusually fortunate to have as a member such en
thusiastic and meticulous researcher as Dr. Byron Eller of California. We can say the 
same for Buddy Lovette and Lynn Eller. Since the above report was presented at Confer
ence '91, Byron has spent considerable research time at Gettysburg and in other battle 
fields in Virginia. During the second week of November 1992 he will spend several days at 
Vicksburg National Cemetery and Battleground researching for information on Ellers in 
the Civil War. Those who attend Conf. '93 will hear another of his masterful presentations 
on his favorite subject. 

During the first week of November 1992, Byron, Lynn Eller of Atlanta and Gerald Eller 
spent three days in Ashe and Wilkes County with Buddy Lovette, J. C. Ashley and others. 
Buddy Lovette showed us the original land on which Peter and John Eller, sons of George 
Michael Eller settled in Ashe County on the South Fork of New River. While in Ashe 
County we meet the charming Mrs. Ethel (Mrs. Ed) Eller and her daughter Daphne; also 
Mr. Truett Eller, retired public school teacher and principal. While in Ashe County we vis
ited the homesites of Gertrude Eller Waddell and her grandfather James Eller. 

Clinton Eller of Wilkes County showed us the New Hope Church and cemetery and the 
homesites of many other early Eller settlers in that county. He loaned us a genealogy of his 
line which adds considerably to Hook's compilations of Ellers in Wilkes County, NC; this 
will appear in a future issue of the Chronicles. Byron was the house guest of your editors 
for a week-end before departing for Vicksburg. Lynn will be returning soon for another 
~ork session with Juanita on the ELLER FAMILY COOKBOOK. The greatest compensa
tiOn for our work as editors of the Chronicles is meeting such fine people as those men
tioned above.) 
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MORE ON THE REV. J. BEN ELLER FAMILY 
-A follow-up to story in Vol. VI, 
No. 2, pp. 135-151 -

We are indebted to Jane Eller Byrd, 
daughter of J. Ben Eller and Ruth 
Cozart Eller, 4052 Summer Lane, 
Hillsborough, N.C. 27278 for the 
following pictures of her family. 

\ 
i 
l 

! 

and 

to Judith Eller Freeman, another 
daughter, 2216 Lash Ave., Raleigh, 
N.C. 27607 for the story on THE 
FAMILY OF WILLIAM ELBERT ELLER 
of Madison County, North Carolina-
father of J. Ben Eller. 
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Children of J. Ben Ell~r and Ruth Co7..art Elt.:r. cir~a 1943: 
L-R: Jane Eli7.nbeth Eller, Jamts Coile Eller, Ruth Bragg Eller Baiky, Luke Branson Eller. Judith Sarnb Elltr Freeman 
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THE REV. J. BEN ELLER FAMILY- MOTHER'S DAY, 1949-709 Asheboro St., Greensboro, N.C. 
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THE FAMILY OF WILLIAMS ELBERT ELLER 
(1846-1911) 

Madison County, North Carolina 

Judith? Eller Freeman 

279 

WilliamS Elbert Eller (Joseph4 P., Adam3, Jacob2, Jr., 
Jacob1, Sr.), the eldest child of Rev. Joseph Pickins Eller 
(1820-1892), was born 29 January 1846 in Madison County, 
North Carolina; was married to Judith Elizabeth Branson 
(born 20 February 1846, died 3 February 1897) on 23 Decem
ber 1867. The information in this report follows the line 
of this union. At the death of Judith Branson Eller, Wil
liam Elbert remarried to Mrs. Sarah c. Rogers Hayes on 27 
March 1898. The family split, and Judith's children were 
supported as a second unit with Lavinia, William Elbert's 
oldest child, acting as mother to her younger siblings. 
William Elbert Eller died 5 April 1911 and is buried in the 
Jupiter cemetery in Madison County, North Carolina. 

Much of the material in this report is incomplete; 
some may be incorrect, for it is gleaned from relatives and 
from genealogies done by others. 

1. WilliamS Elbert Eller, born 29 January 1846, Madi
son County, North carolina; died 5 April 1911; m. (1) 23 
December 1867, Judith Branson, born 20 February 1846; died 
3 February 1897; m.{2) 27 March 1898, Mrs. Sarah c. Rogers 
Hayes. The family split, and Judith's children were sup
ported as a second unit with Lavinia, William Elbert's old
est child, acting as mother to her young siblings. 

Children of William Elbert Eller and Judith Bran
son: 

+ 2 i. Lavinia6 Eller, born 20 February 1870; died 14 
April 19S1; m. 17 July 1890, William Riley 
White, born 28 May 1871, died 3 November 1930. 

+ 3 ii. Rufus6 c. Eller, born 29 October 1871; died 18 
December 196S; m. (2) Augusta White. Four 
known children. 

4 iii. Joseph6 Oscar Eller, born 12 March 1874; died 
2S August 1900; m. Rose White. 

+ 5 iv. Roburla Elizabeth Eller, born 30 October 1876, 
died 7 February 1924; m. Larkin L. Roberts, 
born 3 March 1877, died S August 1955. Four 
children. 

6 v. Osborne6 Eller, born 8 October 1878; died 4 
December 1899. 

7 vi. Jonathan6 "John" Long Eller, born 22 April 
1880; Note: All I could find out was that he 
moved to the west- Kansas I think, married and 



+ 

+ 

+ 
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8 vii. 

9 viii. 

10 ix. 

had at least two children when he revisited 
North carolina; a cousin remembers the chil
dren as John and Ruth) SEE PICTURE AND QUERY 
AT END OF THIS REPORT. 
Jesse6 Benjamin "Ben" Eller, born 1 October 
1882; died 6 June 1966; m. Ruth Cozart born 28 
July 1890, died 10 October 1980. six children. 
SEE PICTURES OF HIS FAMILY FOLLOWING THIS RE
PORT. 
Susan6 Cora Eller, born 23 July 1884; died 19 
September 1966; m. Luther s. Roberts, born 17 
November 1879, died 27 November 1947. Six 
children. 
Lucius Zachariah "Zack" Eller, born 28 January 
1887; died 24 March 1967; m. Viva Perle Rec
tor, born 16 August 1887, died 10 November 
1969. Four children. 

Sixth Generation: 

2. Lavinia6 Eller, born 20 February 1870; died 14 
April 1951; m. 17 July 1890, William Riley White, 
born 28 May 1871, died 3 November 1930. 

Children of Lavinia Eller and William Riley White: 

+ 11 i. Wade? z. White, born 11 June 1891; died ??; 
m.(1) Gypsie Buckner; two children. 

12 ii. Rellie7 White, bo·rn 15 August 1892; m. 10 Feb
ruary 1914, Wayne Allman; died 30 September 
1918. (NOTE: Cousin Rellie is still living in 
a nursing home near Marshall, Madison County, 
North carolina. She taught school many years 
in Hickory, North Carolina. She celebrated her 
one hundreth birthday this past August; SEE 
PICTURES OF HER AT THE END OF THIS REPORT MADE 
ON THAT OCCASION. 

+ 13 iii. Hubert? Eugene White, born 4 March 1895; died 
17 April 1938; m. Grace Buckner, died 3 August 
1961. Two children. 

14 iv. Roy? E. White, born 10 June 1898; died 30 June 
1948? 

+ 15 v. Guy? Riley White, born 19 June 1900; died 
1981; m. Annie Worley; two children. 

16 vi. Clara? White, born 13 March 1902; died 14 June 
1990; m. 18 December 1926, Ed Fagan. 

17 vii. Don? Bradley White (twin), born 3 August 1905; 
died 30 September 1905. 

+ 18 viii. William? Bon White (twin), born 3 August 1905; 
m. Ruth Harrison. 

19 ix. Jennie? White (twin), born 1907; d. stillborn. 
20 x. Glennie? White (twin), born 1907; d. 1911. 
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3. Rufus6 c. Eller, born 29 october 1871; died 18 De
cember 1965; m. (1) Mattie Fisher; m.(2) Augusta White. Four 
known children. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Children of Rufus c. Eller and August White: 
(Incomplete information; all four children are de 
ceased.) 

21 
22 
23 
24 

i. Cleo? Eller. 
ii. Raymond? Eller .. 

iii. Clarence? Eller, m. Lela Bryan. One child. 
iv. May7 Eller. 

5. Roburla6 Elizabeth Eller, born 30 October 1876, 
died 7 February 1924; m. Larkin L. Roberts, born 3 
March 1877, died 5 August 1955. Four children. 

Children of Roburla Elizabeth Eller and Larkin L. Rob
erts: 

25 

26 

27 

28 

i. Zora7 Roberts, born 24 July 1905; m. Clarence 
Huffman, died 3 August 1961. 

ii. Max7 Malcolm Roberts, born 15 June 1908; died 
15 February 1981; m. Pauline Anders, born 3 
August 1914; died 15 March 1982. 

iii. Clyde? William Roberts, born 2 March 1910; 
died 25 November 1975. 

iv. Wanda7 Roberts, born 19 December 1912; m. 
George B. Pitts. 

8. Jesse6 Benjamin "Ben" Eller, born 1 october 1882; 
died 6 June 1966; m. Ruth Cozart born 28 July 1890, died 10 
October 1980. Six children. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Children of Jesse Benjamin Eller and Ruth Cozart: 

29 i. 

30 ii. 

31 iii. 

32 iv. 

33 v. 

34 vi. 

Judith? Sarah Eller, born 3 October 1917; m. 
Judith Peele Freeman, born 15 April 1914. 
Ruth? Bragg Eller, born 20 November 1919; m. 
John Thomas Bailey, born 21 February 1916; 
died 5 April 1965. 
Jesse? Benjamin "Ben, Jr." Eller, Jr., born 3 
December 1921; died 22 August 1924 (tetanus); 
buried statesville, N.C. 
Jane7 Elizabeth Eller, born 31 July 1924; m. 
Ralph Lesley Byrd, born 23 February 1923. 
Luke7 Branson Eller, M.D., born 2 February 
1927; died 6 April 1966, buried in Gilmore 
plot near Randleman, N.C. 
James? Coite Eller, born 13 March 1932; died 
10 October 1955; buried in Montlawn Ceme-
tery, Raleigh, North Carolina; m. Marjorie 
Vick. 
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9. susan6 cora Eller, born 23 July 1884; died 19 Septem
ber 1966; m. Luther s. Roberts, born 17 November 1879, died 
27 November 1947. Six children. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Children of susan Cora Eller and Luther s. Roberts: 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

i. William? Byron Roberts, born 2 April 1907; 
died 23 August 1975; m. Ruth Capps. 

ii. Judith? Inez Roberts, born 30 April 1908; 
died 19 November 1948; m. Glen Bryan. 

iii. Connell? Livingston Roberts, 16 August 1910; 
died 24 March 1935; m. Virginia Franklin. 

iv. Louise? Elizabeth Roberts, born 27 November 
1913; m. Rev. Clell Fisher, born 23 May 1914. 

v. Richard? Oscar Lee Roberts, born 5 April 
1916; died 25 March 1970; m. Pearl Cantrell. 

vi. Jesse? Luther Roberts, born 27 July 1923; m. 
Alice Bass, born 10 June 1926. 

10. Lucius6 Zachariah "Zaok" Eller, born 28 January 
1887; died 24 March 1967; m. Viva Perle Rector, born 16 Au
gust 1887, died 10 November 1969. Four children. 

Children of Lucius Zachariah Eller and Viva Perle 
Rector: 

41 

42 

43 

44 

i. Lloyd? Hugh Eller, born 3 August 1921; died 8 
October 1978. 

ii. Carl? Branson Eller, born 10 October 1922; m. 
Louise Briggs. 

iii. Miriam? Josephine Eller, born 30 December 
1923i m. William Bernard Zink. 

iv. Lois' catherine Eller, born 26 April 1925; m. 
Oliver Lee English. 

seventh Generation 

11. Wade? z. White, born 11 June 1891; died ??; m. 
Gypsie Buckner; two children. 

Children of Wade z. White and Gypsie Buckner: 

45 i. WillieS B. White, born 30 June 1919a; m. 
Douglas Greene. 

46 ii. W. z.S White, Jr., born 27 April 1926. 

13. Hubert? Eugene White, born 4 March 1895; died 17 
April 1938; m. Grace Buckner, died 3 August 1961. Two chil
dren. 

Children of Hubert Eugene White and Grace Buckner: 
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47 i. LouellaS White, born 4 March 1S95; died 17 
April 193S; m. Ed Rheinhardt, died 23 August 
1962. 

4S ii. H. E.s White, Jr., born 2 October 191S. 

15. Guy7 Riley White, born 19 June 1900; died 19S1; m. 
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Annie Worley; two children. 

+ 

+ 

Children of Guy Riley White and Annie Worley: 

49 

50 

i. WilliamS Riley White born 4 November 1931; m. 
Kate Buckner. 

ii. ThomasS Elbert White, born 29 October 1939; 
m. Gail Roberts 

18. William? Bon WhiteWhite (twin), born 3 August 1905; 
m. Ruth Harrison. 

+ 

Children of William Bon White and Ruth Harrison: 

51 i. JoanneS White, born 23 April 1930; m. Sam 
Strikeleather. 

23. Clarence? Eller, m. Lela Bryan. One child. 

Children of Clarence Eller and Lela Bryan: 

52 i. TerrenceS Cline Eller, born 31 December 1923. 

26. Max7 Malcolm Roberts, born 15 June 190S; died 15 
February 19S1; m. Pauline Anders, born 3 August 1914; died 
15 March 19S2. 

+ 

+ 

Children of Max Malcolm Roberts and Pauline Anders: 

53 

54 

i. AnneS Elizabeth Roberts, born 21 November 
1943; m. William Louis Sauls, born 15 October 
1940. 

ii. RalphS Dean Roberts, born 17 November 1934; 
m. Judith Hollifield, born s June 1932. 

28. Wanda7 Roberts, born 19 December 1912; m. George B. 
Pitts; now lives in Albuquerque, NM; last known address: 
5709 Aspen Ave., NW, S7110. 

Children of Wanda Roberts and George B. Pitts: 

55 i. GeorgeS Roberts. 
56 ii. MaryS Roberts 
29. Judith7 Sarah Eller, born 3 october 1917; m. Julius 

Peele Freeman, born 15 April 1914. 

Children of Judith Sarah Eller and Julius Peele Free-



Eller Chronicles Vol. VI, No. 4, 1992 284 

man: 

+ 
57 
58 

i. Charles8 Benjamin Freeman, born 30 June 1946. 
ii. Geralds Lee Freeman, born 4 November 1952; m. 

59 
Donna Newman, born 9 December 1950. 

iii. Janices Ruth Freeman, born 31 January 1954; 
died 2 February 1954. 

30. Ruth? Braqq Eller, born 20 November 1919; m. John 
Thomas Bailey, born 21 February 1916; died 5 April 1965. 

+ 

Children of Ruth Bragg Eller and John Thomas Bailey: 

60 

61 

i. JohnS Thomas Bailey, born 14 July 1950; m. 
Beverly Wyley (D) : 

ii. Charles8 Eller Bailey, born 12 February 1954; 
m. Sandra Ann Bernard(D); no children. 

32. Jane? Elizabeth Eller, born 31 July 1924; m. Ralph 
Lesley Byrd, born 23 February 1923. 

Children 
Byrd: 

+ 62 i. 

+ 63 ii. 

64 iii. 

of Jane Elizabeth Eller and Ralph Lesley 

DavidS Lesley Byrd, born 9 December 1948; 
m.(1) Sandra Maynard(D); m.(2) Lois Hankins. 
Karen8 Aileen Byrd, born 21 February 1950; 
m.(1) Anthony Francis Amico(D); m. (2) Bernie 
Strauss. 
Lawrence8 "Larry" Michael Byrd, born 26 Janu
ary 1955; m. Alice Laine Jacobs(D). 

33. Luke? Branson Eller, M.D., born 2 February 1927; 
died 6 April 1966, buried in Gilmore plot near Randleman, 
N.c.; m. J. Lynn Williams. 

+ 

Children of Luke Branson Eller and Jo Lynn Williams: 

65 

66 
67 

i. DonnaS Eller, born 12 August 1955; m. Marty 
Robertson. 

ii. LukeS Branson Eller, Jr., born 22 May 1954. 
iii. WilliamS Marcus "Marc" Eller, m.(1) Chiquita 

Lolita Sanquez(D); three childlren; m. (2) 
Mrs. Margaret White. 

34. James? Coite Eller, born 13 March 1932; died 10 oc
tober 1955; buri~d tn M9ntlawn Cemetery, Raleigh, North 
Carolina; m. MarJor1e V1ck. 

Children of James Coite Eller and Marjorie Vick: 

68 i. Cynthia8 Lou Eller, born 19 February 1955. 
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35. William? Byron Roberts, born 2 April 1907; died 23 
August 1975; rn. Ruth Capps. 

Children of William Byron Roberts and Ruth Capps: 

+ 69 i. MattieS Ruth Roberts born 22 July 193S; m. 
Tom Hale. 

36. Judith? Inez Roberts, born 30 April 190S; died 19 
November 194S; m. Glen Bryan. 

Children of Judith Inez Roberts and Glen Bryan: 
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+ 70 i. L. J.S Bryan, born 21 September 1930; m. Lou-
ise Banks. 

+ 71 ii. Katherine8 Jean Bryan, born 23 January 1933; 
m. Earnest Burkhardt. 

+ 72 iii. JimmyS Lee Bryan, born 10 November 1935; m. 
Grace ? 

37. Connell? Livinqston Roberts, 16 August 1910; died 
24 March 1935; m. Virqinia Franklin. 

+ 

m. 

+ 

Children of Connell Livingston Roberts and Virginia 
Franklin. 

73 i. HughS Roberts; m. Nancy Richards. 

74 ii. LloydS Zack Roberts, lived only three days. 

38. Louise? Elizabeth Roberts, born 27 November 1913; 
Rev. Clell Fisher, born 23 May 1914. 

Children of Louise Elizabeth Roberts and Clell Fisher: 

75 i. Geralds Clell Fisher, born 1 March 1944; m. 
Janet Morgan. 

39. Richard? Oscar Lee Roberts, born 5 April 1916; died 
25 March 1970; m. Pearl Cantrell. 

Children of Richard Oscar Roberts and Pearl Cantrell: 

76 i. SarahS Sue Roberts; m. Rev. Blaine Tucker. 
77 ii. HelenS Louise Roberts; m. Dr. Paul Sales. 

40. Jesse7 Luther Roberts, born 27 July 1923; m. Alice 
Bass, born 10 June 1926. 

Children of Jesse Luther Roberts and Alice Bass: 

7S i. JamesS Lewis Roberts, born 29 May 1946; died 
16 April 196S. 
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ii. LutherS Eugene Roberts, born. 27 October 
194S, m. Janeene Wagner, born 2S March 1951. 

Eighth Generation 

49. WilliamS Riley White born 4 November 1931; m. Kate 
Buckner. 

Children of William Riley White and Kate Buckner: 

so i. Linda9 White. 
S1 ii. Pamela9 White. 
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50. ThomasS Elbert White, born 29 october 1939; m. Gail 
Roberts. 

S2 i. Robert9 Guy White. 
S3 ii. William9 Thomas White. 

51. JoanneS White, born 23 April 1930; m. Sam strike
leather. 

Children of Joanne White and Sam Strikeleather: 

S4 i. Robin9 Strikeleather. 
S5 ii. Leesa9 Strikeleather. 

53. AnneS Elizabeth Roberts, born 21 November 
1943; m. William Louis Sauls, born 15 October 1940. 

Children of Ann Elizabeth Roberts and William Louis 
Sauls: 

S6 i. John9 William Sauls (twin), born 2 July 1969. 
S7 ii. Thomas9 Larkin Sauls (twin), born 2 July 

1969. 
ss iii. Benjamin9 Louis Sauls, born 17 August 1972 . 

. 54. RalphS Dean Roberts, born 17 November 1934; m. Ju
dith Hollifield, born s June 1932. 

S9 i. Beth9 Ann Roberts, born 9 August 1965. 
90 ii. David9 Mark Roberts, born s August 196S. 

58. Geralds Lee Freeman. born 4 November 1952; m. 
Donna Newman, born 9 December 1950. 

Children of Gerald Lee Freeman and Donna Newman: 

91 i. Jana9 Delight Freeman, born 27 November 19S3. 
92 ii. Thomas9 Parker Freeman, born 16 September 

19S9. 
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60. JohnS Thomas Bailey Jr., born 14 July 1950; 
m. Beverly Wyley (D). 

Children of John Thomas Bailey and Beverly Wyley: 

93 i. Brandi9 Lynn Bailey, born 2 March 1979. 

62. Davida Lesley Byrd, born 9 December 1948; 
m. (1) sandra Maynard(D); m. (2) Lois Hankins. 

Children of David Lesley Byrd and Sandra Maynard: 

94 i. Brittany9 Paige Byrd, born 30 May 1985. 
95 ii. Caitlin9 Nichole Byrd, born 10 March 1989 

63 Karena Aileen Byrd, born 21 February 1950; 
m.(1) Anthony Francis Amico(D); m.(2) Bernie strauss. 

Children of Karen Aileeen Byrd and Bernie Strauss: 

96 i. Erin9 Janette Strauss, born 31 April 1984. 
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67. WilliamS Marcus "Marc" Eller, m.(1) Chiquita Lolita 
Sanquez(D); three childlren; m.(2) Mrs. Margaree White. 

Children of William Marcus Eller and Chiquita Lolita 
Sanquez: 

97 i. Marquite9 Annette Eller, born 29 November 
1984. 

98 ii. William9 Marcus Eller, Jr., born 12 April 
1989. 

Children of William Marcus Eller and Margaret White: 

99 i. James9 Christian Ellerh born 18 May 1965, 
adopted by Mrs. Helen Kluttz, Margaret's 
sister. 

69. MattiaS Ruth Roberts born 22 July 1938; m. Tom 
Hale. 

Children of Mattie Ruth Roberts and Tom Hale: 

100 i. Scott9 Hale, born 30 May 1964. 
101 ii. Lisa9 Hale, born 13 April 1960 

10. L. J.B Bryan, born 21 September 1930; m. Louise 
Banks. 

Children of L. J. Bryan and Louise Banks: 

102 i. Ronnie9 Bryan, born 28 July 1952. 
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103 ii. Kathy9 Bryan, born 27 December 1957. 

71. Katherine8 Jean Bryan, born 23 January 1933; m. 
Earnest Burkhardt. 

Children of Katherine Jean Bryan and Earnest Burk
hardt: 

104 i. Bobby9 Burkhardt, born 21 July 1953. 
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72. Jimmy8 Lee Bryan, born 10 November 1935; m. Grace ? 

Children of Jimmy Lee Bryan and Grace ??• ... 
105 i. Jimmy9 Bryan, Jr. 
106 ii. Teresa9 Bryan. 

73. Hughs Roberts; m. Nancy Richards. 

Children of Hugh Roberts and Nancy Richards: 

107 i. David9 Mark Roberts. 
108 ii. Elizabeth9 Roberts. 

75. Geralds Clell Fisher, born 1 March 1944; m. Janet 
Morgan. 

Children of Gerald Clell Fisher and Janet Morgan: 

109 i. Dwayne9 Fisher, born 24 October 1966. 
110 ii. Annette9 Fisher, born 13 Januaryh 1968. 

79. Luther8 Eugene Roberts, born. 27 October 1948, m. 
Janeene Wagner, born 28 March 1951. 

Children of Luther Eugene Roberts and Janeene Wagner: 

111 i. Michelle9 Lynn Roberts, born 25 January 1978. 
112 ii. Adam9 Jerry Roberts, born 19 September 1982. 

Sources: Records of Rev. J. Ben Eller and information from 
relatives. 

References: The Eller Chronicles, Vol. VI, No. 2 pp. 
135-150 
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RENNIE WHITE ALLMAN CELEBRATES lOOTH 
BIRTHDAY 

Rennie? White Allman (Lavinia6 Eller White, Wm. Elbert5, 
Joseph4 P., Adam3, Jacob2 Jr., Jacobl, Sr.) 

Birthday lady 
Rellie White Allman will celebrate her tOOth birthday 

with a covered dish dinner at Bull Creek Baptist Church 
Aug. 16 at 12:30 p.m. Friends and relatives are invited. 
Please omit any gifts. She is a daughter of the late Will 
and Lovinia Eller White of Marshall and the widow of 
Wayne Allman of Marshall. She attended Mars Hill and 
Lenoir Rhyne College and taught school for 45 years, 43 
of those in Hickory. She has been a church member for 
87 years and has missed only two Sundays this year. 

... Courtesy- Judith Eller Freeman 

Rennie White Allman 
1992, 100 year of age 

Courtesy-
Olivia Cunningham 
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QUERY: INFORMATION SOUGHT FOR 
JONATHAN "JOHN" LONG ELLER, SON OF WM. 
ELBERT ELLER OF BUNCOMBE COUNTY. SEE 

#7 OF PRECEDING GENEALOGY 
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ELLERS IN THE NEWS 

E" ~·-...-:-:~· ~~~ .. .;..1'!\~:~ :l\• •~e:.t.~?l~~~:-:... , J ~«i ... • )" - . • "...'! ~ .·~~. o•\4 \••',J>• - - ... • oc::;::» - e ... :- . .,.- ~ ' ' i •,: •.. ' ,. .... ., .. "\.~ ·-

~: · - -w~~klfl':_'ChGts··WifJi_ Women ,Of ·'· 
::_ . .- -·pfOminence .Jn . The·' GG.te ·City 

~rs. Whitt ·Stone''[. .... :Is Intere~~ed In ~....--________ _.: _____ _ .Leader In D. A. R. Work 

_ ·-::-D. A. R. Work 
; ·EDITOR'S NOTE-Thla Is an. 
other In the aerlea of weekly In· · 
tervlewa with women and glrla of 
prominence In Greeneboro. Othera 
In the· eerlee will follow In The · 
!Sunday Record.) · 
I • • • 

" .. By MRS. J. M. BURNELL 
·. ,. ·· J~ecord Society Editor 
'·when friends and even acquaint-

ances . meet 1\lrs. Whitt Slone on 
a:r.y occasjon they feel that she ra
d!ales that warm personal regard 
:tor' each one whether ·It be In ·con
versation. or presiding over a club 
ol· , an· .organization.. 

·,%~n conversing with Mrs. Stone 
O:Q_, several' occasions it was found 
that she is principally Interested In 

· the .'work" of · the Daughters ot the 
American Revolution, the local chap-

. ter ,o! ·which she. fs regent. One can
not: help recalling the remark made 
b:r . tlie ·state' regent, Mrs. Gregory, 
wlltin · she waa present . at a ·special 
program · meeting . and luncheon 
given . by the local chapter 'ot the D. 
A: .R. She spoke .of Mrs. Stone to 
those present In the highest terms, 
especially emphasizing her "magnlf
lcieQ:t: lJOlse" and "great executive 
ability." · 

. These things are once more 
brought to your ·attention when 
c)lattlng lnrormally, wllh Mrs. Stone 
whl!tber It be at a club meeting or 
a( a .social alfalr. 

'Upon one occasion a general .dis· 
cusslon ·was . being · held about the 
D };:A, R., what It stood for and Its 
work. ·Mrs. Stone waa called upon, 
as local regent, to clear up a num
ber.,. ot points under discussion. It 
·will . be difficult to give her remarks 
ln"her exact words but an ·errort will 
be-·made to convey her Ideas pre· 
aented. as clearlv as noaslble. She 

MRS. WHITT STONE 

From Greensboro NC Daily News 
(Undated- Courtesy of Ly nn 

Eller 

-Howerton. 
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IMcl:·: . . . . - 1 . . I . 
. : ·"W~U, I . wlll . begin at the· firSt lng and Is most Interested In such f:om the teaching of children for· 

aacl : brleby explain. "'=rtne --natUJ!iai lines:. ot. endeavor. Her father also eigners and assisting young w~men . 
. Socletr Daughters of the Allierlcan was . a mlulster and tew realize to secure sc'holarshlps, an ot wn)Q 
Re'(oluUon .came into being· .August :that , It· was ·through his desire to tend to make better citizens. 
9, ''1899; with 1\lrs. Benjamin Harrl· help and· do good for those at!llct· Other lines of, work that Mrs. 
aci11''.as the first president general'· cd wlth. & harmful appetite fot· Stone mentioned which is ·vitally 
The:tact that It is chartered by th~ drugs and . alcoholic dr~nks, that connected with the D. A. R. organl
UA,fted States governm'ent1 and that th~ Keeley . Institute was establish- zation which are co,·ered by commit· 
er,err chapter must report through ed by .him witlt the. co-operation of tee.s ~re: national' defense commit· 

·us:, state regent, to the Smithsonian three · oth~r · wesfern men. He was tee, geneological research, better 
in~Jtltute · the work accomplished born· ._In ·North <::arollna, spent a !llms, ·citizenship, legislation, maga. 
eabh' year, has long since established. great ·part · ot ·his -· life In •Nebraska, zlne, old trans and roads, and old 

. · . . its·:_: standing nationally." returning ·here later : in his lite - to burying grounds. . : 
·- -~~Xes, but the object of the whole take up this work. ·Later Col. W. ·H. ·Site also was quick to praise the j 

organizat,lon is not ::vet clear to us," Osborne, took over · the institute. various committees and the heads · 
aomeone interrupted.· · · W. H. Elder was ·a most respected or each and told about . the new ! 

I'[ -- ---1.-- t· n 1 11 .h. western man, . a. Nnrth f'!Arnllnhon -------• •- _ _. __ , __ _ • J.... . • 
.. · . am,. comwg o u1aL, s e · con· . by birth. ter of the Daughters of , the Amerl· 

tlnue:d. . "The organization · is · for . so.ID1!one : questioned 'Mrs,' Stone can Revolution.. She said that Mrs. 
ll~~rlotlc.and h_Jstodcal purposes:·to ·about _. her ·: . bl~thplace. She laugh· Thomas . C. Hunt had charge of that 
J.i,r~etuate the :memorr and spirit Of lnl::v'· rei;>Ued that she was · born In -w:ork, as .organizing reg~nt. , T~is or. 
flie ·men and women who : achl~ved Nebraska· and · ·when ten years old, ganlzatlon is for the young matrons 
~erican Jndep~~dence by the .. _ or· · reallzed the mistake and came ·:.to and! college girls.. Mr.s. ·.Stone said 

..' ~anlzation. &J;ld. protection of. the North Carolina:. Fl'om . that there also that' as· soon as the· charter and 
; ~istorlcal spots,·:by the · erection ·or was : no need to · ask her · it ·. she thank's ·were received' from Washing· 
~emorlals: to . preserve· the records favored North · Carolina. ' ·, · ; · :· . ton .. he8:dquarters :that: still another 
Jl~d~: rellcs of :Revo~utlonary . days; Mrs. 'stone's chief' Interest· out- chapter wUl be formed making ~hree 
t? celeb_rate . all , P_atrlotlc !nni. side ., her. church, wdrk, tis' . stilt the organtzatlo~s in~Jhtil : c'tr. ·:·" · .. · _ · 
v~rsarles, to promote educ_atl~n . and D ··A·' R . g dl' · . f ; th :ract · During ·an· .atternoqn : ·.chat with 

·.:Americanization: to carry. out the · , •. ·• 1 e ar ess o e ·· · -. · · · . 
bijllnctlon of Washington......:• to. foster that she is vice-president of th~ 
tr.ue ·;patrlotlsm .and Jove ot country Ro~nd ; Table, Study .. club, m.emb.er 
aJ,ld :-to .aid In securing !or mankind of ~e Woman.s club, ._fo.~mer , direc- . 
all the blessings of liberty/ . Now tor _ot the Y. W. ·C. A. ,and Inter-
you ·may see that the work: of the ested .. ~n n~erous .' _other- o~g!ln~z~- · 
D •. A. R. does · not make a detl.nlte tiona. ·• · . · . . 
sbo~ing 'in any · set period or time At this same occasion she spoke 
but> is continuous hard work."· ·. · of the. organization or the Gull!ord 
. In·, replying to a question conceril· Battle . chapter, . September . 6, _1901, 
ing ' .tqol!e being .. eligible,. she:. s11.ld: with· Mrs.· ~harles Van Noppe.n, or· 
"And · woman Js eligible who :is .!1. ga~izing regent and . ot the ~there 
pr.t~ven 'lineal descendant of oiie, that followed,· serving, _In the . same 
who-: with· unfailing .loyalty .rendered capacity, Mr~. H. D .. Blake, Miss 
niaterlal' :aid .. to : the ·. cause of lnde. Rebecca -Schenck, Mrs. W. P. :Beall, 
pendeiu:e ·· as . a. · . recognl~ed patriot, Mrs. Jos~ph Morehead, Mrs. Dorian! 
soldier, . sailor .or':clvll ·offlcer In .one Blair, l't!rs •. J. S: ,Be~ts, Mrs. A. L., 
oi/the· :·several :colonies or state." Brooks, .Mrs .. J. M. MJlllkan, . 1\~rs .. 

· .; ·_. ·k(in> Jlne·:·.w.tth-:.-'fhis: trend <ot-:.the T. · M.;Mc.~onnell . and· Mrs;. Stone.i 
I . ·: ·-:i,.-'' c~ilv.eri~Uon> -'it'{:was: ·learn~d .. ~that' It is ,.thoqglit . that-. an::the ;'nall).eS• 
.. ..~~~;?'•11fra:~~-~tQD.e :•':jolii~cii- •fiie;~ D •. ,A;.~. i:R/ me~Uiuie_d .·b.Y. he:r' h.~v:e~~l)e~n;._glven 
· · -~. _; <?- ?:' :t~~i,ltfgh:":';~· her.~\ .·great:.~great.-gre_a~ as ~sh~~B~!>~.~: o~-:~~~··::::. ·' :" :. ·.:· .-

,./·;':: gf~~dJ~~t;r;.- ·: ~ev~: · George·: Mc~ell, · · ~Mt_s·.;.st~~~;.J:u~s-; orgllnl~ed · co~lt· 
.-. ·, ·::;~'::~AQ-~·.-:w:aa. :.'born.} in ; E\ilnburgh,:;Sc.ot· tees: •an:ct.:th¢.<:wo* .~to-•. c.o~espond 
~ ·-··; ·::.:,·:lafl'di·;'aboutn70.0··· ol' :1720/:!Belrig·'&' -with·. the·.s.tate· a~d .natJolijL) :comii)lt. 
: : ):-.:.-·. ;p,t~sbiterla~;D.l\~s~r.~~&;i~r~.jqj.il,ln& ,tei!B •. . 'fhel[!e ~all .. ar.e~ now:· ~~U.:ve and 

. ; ·· ·.;.;, th~¥;Ba.p~lsts,·-.h~~ :wa,s ~~apla~ .in· th~ appear,.to: ]Je funcUonlng.i~. a :credJt· 
• : -::.~. '·5 ~vni: 'jl*-~~r.'; ~enjs.z;ntn- :Cleve~a~d~: . ·able: ma~ner;•· ;.~ne';.h~s · h~ra:·;r~fer: 
: .. ·'X·;-~j':::~sli; .tp:·Jh.l.!t:.4.~Y. - !I~e_.; _fon~'!l!s .. -:Qle ences.: to tJl.'! Q!~ll~C?~e;_':J;.!r.~n~_f.l.a.s_\ 
; ' ~-, :.:.:::.~~;.-,~~Q.JitE!d;~f!.!t.h~,ot.: ~.at · aiic~~tor;:,:hav.~ Amert~izat~~;' pap-l~Uc~. e4u.~~tlon.. 
i~ .'; : ·.~~~t.;;, i*.•.~.~al£~n,:Al,,,-·,v.!!f1:.:'.;.e;~~")&i ~~~r.~~~'l1 :Stud6~t· L~~~-~fund~~~~J~t.~~l!:-·a~l· o.f 
::, · .. ; .'.~::;.~:..: c;Mt~.h ('W~Fk.! :~1!1/- ~ls;!c~t:r.:~·f~rf.::& ~hi~h::~a ve: WO":k'r~wb;'~·;~~e.~'.l.~.'1ie· 
~>- c~:'-'~;.~'ber--,. of··:·Y"jlrB.: i She,•:4a:s ~,a ... lWI}Y.S. · tall ·~~O.W-~j!t-;meanl;~U~-.to;:th~ ;tie~~ 
~J!I:.'\!'~~o'!"~~!· ·,·""'!~9"' ,.-~·~P!, ~·"'~"'!·""',"!"-:!"!!'".!'>', . 
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TIRELESS HOURS OF SERVICE TO PFEIFFER 
ARE CHARLOTTE ELLER'S TRADEMARK 

''What everyone would want to have in 
a .friend, a mother-figure, trustee and board 
member. Charlotte Eller is instrumental in 
making things happen. She works herself 
and involves others. She brings creative 
ideas and supports them with time and en
ergy, her talents and money." -Joan Eargle 

With a twinkle in her eye, a smile on her 
mceandmoreenergythan those halfherage, 
Charlotte Eller gives untiringly to her alma 
mater. An alumna of the Pfeiffer Junior 
College class of 193 8, she serves on the 
college's board of trustees, Friends of the 
UbrnryandAlumniBoard. She is present at 
Tom Sawyer work days, bakes cookies and 
candies for students and members of the stmt: 
and graciously hosts college functions in her 
home. 

Charlotte was born in Granite Quarry, 
one of seven children of J.E. Fisher, Sr., a 
banker and Pearl Walton Fisher, a civic 
leader. ''Dad sent me to Pfeiffer because of 
its work program," she remembers. 

Charlotte attended Pfeiffer during the 
tenn of Dr. Wick Sharp whose philosophy 
was never to tum away a student who wanted 
to learn. Her respons1bilitiesincluded setting 
tables in the dining hall and secretarial duties 
for the dean. 

"I wanted to be a journalist. My 4th 
grade teacher read one of my plays and was 
sure I would be a writer. Instead I majored in 
history and English." 

Pfeiffer provided real-life journalism 
experience when Charlotte inherited the 
editorship of the college yearbook in mid
year. The task proved a real challenge 
because no advertising revenue had been 
sold, nor editorial production done. With the 
leads provided by her :father, she earned the 
necessazy revenue and completed the year
book known as PaJaCa. 

SincePfeifferwasajuniorcollegein1938, 
Charlotte transferred to Catawba College. 
Due to the untimely death ofher mother, she 
left full-time study to help rear her brothers 
and sisters. Charlotte completed her degree 
during summer school sessions when others 
were available to care for her family. 

She met her husband-to-be in 1940. 
They dated with ''babies on their knees'' as 
Charlotte balanced a social life with cooking, 
cleaning and caring for her family. 

The Ellers will be married 49 years in 
July. Their marriage has seen them through 
World War II and the Korean conflict where 
Vance served as a medical corpsman and X
ray technician. For a major portion of his 
career, Vance was a pharmaceutical sales
man for Abbott Laboratories. 

Charlotte concentrated her efforts on 
their four daughters, shuttling Cindy, 
Julianna,MelissaandSusru: tochurch, school, 
and scout activities. In 1972 the Ellers 
bought Eller-Wood Florists, a family busi
ness, which they operated until their 
retirement in 1989. 

Always strong believers in qual
ity education, the Fisher family sup
portstheFisher Family Endowed Schol
arship at Pfeiffer. 

Fellow alumnus Warren Knapp speak
ing to Charlotte is quoted: "Somehow we 
have to clone you or spread your enthusiasm 
to others. Just think what would happen to 
this college if we had 7,000 alumni just like 
youl" 

Her husband Vance realizes how much 
Charlotte lovesherinvolvementwithPfeiffer, 
''She loves all she does for Pfeiffer and gets 
such a big kick out of it'' 

All those who are privileged to 
know Charlotte value her friendship, 
positive attitude and hard worlc. Par
ticularly students. 1992 graduateRann 
Paynter says, "She's sort of like a 
grandmother, yet an equal, because we 
work so bard together. She brings 
more energy and enthusiasm to a task 

Charlotte helps register entrants in the than anyone else and sets a great ex-
ample for the students." Antique Car Show. 

* = Charlotte Eller 
= EFA Board Member 

Vance Eller, Salis
bury,NC 

Charlotte and Vance are members of alumni group 
which hosted 1991-92 men's basketball team. volunteen many long hours. 

Page7 
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IN THE NEWS 

Genealogy b-ug leads to couple's busy retirement 
By Nina L Anderson 

CITIZEN-TIMES CORRESPONDENT 

·_ Barker's Creek 

F unny how life works out sometim~s. 
Neither Juanita nor Gerald Eller 

ever expected to be so busy writfug, 
publishing, putting together books and · 
corresponding with people all over the world. 

After a career in the academic world - · 
many years spent as WCU's dean of arta and 
sciences - Eller anticipated a quiet, peaceful 
life in the rustic cabin not far from Sylva that 

the couple had acquired years earlier. 
After she'd raised three children and 

worked at several jobs, Mrs. Eller thought. 
she'd have more time for her painting, and 
maybe he'd follow up on some zoological and 
biological projects he had never had time for 
before. 1 

All those expectations changed after Eller 
was bitten by the genealogy bug. 

He'd grown up in Buncombe County where 
there weren't many people named Eller. "I 
knew my grandfather had come from 
Buncombe County, so when I had time I 
decided to spend a few hours checking," Eller 
said. "When I found my great-grandfather in 

----· '---

the records, I was hooked." 

When he found his great-great-great-gre1 
grandfather had the original land grant, he WI 

intrigued. When he learned his great-great. 
great-great-great grandfather had lived in 
Rowan County; Eller wanted to know even 
more. 

· He placed a query in a genealogical jon 
and within days heard from people who are 
cousins. ~It was amazing," Eller said. "And 
then one of the relatives suggested forminl a . . . .. 

.). + See .. OR J1G11 

ASHEVILLE cmzEN-TIMES THURSDAY, SEPT. 24, 1992 

NINA L. ANDERSON/NEIGHBORS 

JuanHa and Gerald Eller ch41t wHh a visitor about their hobby - 1enealogy. They prepare 1 quarterly 
newsletter, "The Eller Chronicles," for distribution to more than 200 people throughout the country. 
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IN THE NEWS 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN NEIGHBORS 

Bug 
+ Continued from page One 

family association. By that time I 
knew enough about genealogy to 
know there were such things, so I 
volunteered to do a newsletter. I 
thought it would be three or four 
pages." • 

Faster than anyone imagined, 
50 people joined the Eller Family 
Association and the ilrst 
newsletter in November 1987 ran 
20 pages. "We realized just how 
many other people were also 
interested in our family." . 

Four times a year, Eller puts 
out "The Eller Chronicles" to more 
than 200 people. It's a major job, 
not at all the relaxing retirement 
sort of hobby. 

Out of ilnding cousins also 
grew the Eller Family 
Conferences, held every two years. 
Like-minded Ellers from across 
the United States have met in 
Rowan County and in Colorado, 
and next year they'll meet in 
Oregon. 

Next came Mrs·. Eller's 
cookbook. "An Eller in Atlanta 
who is a caterer suggested the 
cookbook," said Mrs. Eller. ''We 
began collecting family recipes at 
conferences and through the 
newsletter. The completed work 
contains recipes from 24 states and 
four foreign countries." 

The oldest recipe dates back 
to the 1790s. "It's interesting, too," 
said Mrs. Eller. "In those days iew 
people could read or write, so 
women often arranged recipes so 
they'd be easy to remember. The 
old Southern steam bread recipe 
lists the first four ingredients so 
they rhyme. 

"It goes: '3 cups cornmeal, 1 
cup flour, 2 cups sweet milk, 1 cup 
sour.' You cook the bread in a 
three pound lard bucket for three 
hours and then cut the bread with 
a string." 

Recipes carry biographical 

-

information about the family 
member who passed along the 
recipe, and Mrs. Eller said it has 
been surprising how many people 
not only volunteered recipes but 
were willing to write the history of 
the recipe. 

While Eller's newsletter fills 
several notebooks and could 
qualify as a rich resource book, 
Mrs. Eller's historical cookbook is 
almost ready to go to the printer. 
But the Ellers are not nearly 
iinished. 

There's too much 
correspondence to answer, there's 
another newsletter to get out, and 
there are more interesting people 
to meet and talk with. 

The next big challenge for the 
Eller Family Association is to 
make the connection with 
European relatives. 

"Eller is a common name in 
Germany and throughout most 

European countries," said Eller~-
"But many don't consider 
themselves related. We have some 
·German members of the 
association who did not know one 
another before and they were 
raised only 13 miles apart. And 
they're sure they aren't related." 

As for American Ellers: ''Well, 
we know that five Ellers came here 
between 1743 al)d 1756, and they 
were undoubtedly closely related, 
maybe brothers. Four of them 
came to North.Carolina." Such 
data indicates that probably most 
American Ellers are somehow 
related. 

All this family information 
ad cis to what one knows about his 
or her place in the world, Eller 
said. "It gives a sense of who I am. 
In some way it's reaSsuring." And ' 
fascinating; 

Every new fact has been a . 
surprise for Eller. 'When I was in 
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school, I remember asking my 
mother about our family history. 
She said our people were Scotch
Irish, which her people were. I 
didn't ask any more questions, but 
later in graduate school I found a 
book about an Eiler family and I'd 
learned a few things about names 
by then, and I realized the name 
was German. When I talked to my 
mother she said she knew Eller 
was German, but during World 
War I and afterward, it wasn't 
wise to announce one's German 
heritage." 

Finding answers to questions 
asked decades earlier can be 
fulfilling work, the Ellers said. And 
they utilize the best of both the 
past and the present. 

That original log cabin has 
been modified with a modern 
kitchen and other conveniences 
while retaining its original charm. 
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IN THE NEWS 

Yesterday Salisbury, NC News (N.D.) 

Courtesy- Mrs. J.S. Mitchell 

.01~ Salisbury Hardware in 1953 
Jim Wood found this picture of employees 
of the old Salisbury Hardware after the 
death of his mother, the late Ethel Wood. 
Her father, W. Vance Eller, worked In the 
hardware store when It was In the middle 
of the 100 block of South Main Street. He 

and others who posed for the picture on 
Sept. 5, 1953 were Henry Bernhardt, Bob 
Bernhardt, Vance Eller, Myron Fisher, 
Oneida Bame, Marie Rhyne, and Delmar 
Goodman. 
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NECROLOGY 

PAGE 18 WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL Friday, Aueust 14, 1992 

. 
r • 

tLLER 
~ANNAPOLIS, MD.- Rear Admiral 
; ·Ernest McNeill Eller, U.S. Navy 
~ (Ret.) passed away, at the age of 
, 89, on July 30, 1992 in hls home at 
l 2 Kent Road-Wardour, Annapolis, 
:. :Maryland. The Admiral was born in 
I 'Marion, Virginia, but grew up in 
: North WJ..lkesboro, North Carolina . 
. He attended N.C. State College be-
~ :fore entering the U.S. Naval Acade- · 
\ ;my in 1921 and graduated with the 
t :Class of 1925. In World War ll, he 
t .directed training of anti-aircraft 

·: :gunners and was a member of the 
: :staff of the Commander-in-Chief of 
( ~lle U.S. Pacific Fleet. He served in 
l numerous combat operations 
~ :aboard the aircraft carrier U.S.S. 
' SARATOGA and as Commander of 
: ;the Attack Transport U.S.S. CLAY. 
r 1n 1950 he served as Conunander 
~ of the U.S. Navy Mid-East Force 
• 'with Headquarters in Bahrain and 
: was promoted to the rank of Rear 
i Admiral in 1954. From 1956 until 
! ;his retirement in 1970, Admiral El
~ ;Ier was Director of Nayal History 
• ;and Curator for the Department of 
t ~the Navy at the Naval Historical 
: ,center in Washington, D.C. The 
:; ;Library at this Center is named in 
J !his honor. He is also the author of 
; numerous works on the history of 
.: .the U.S. Navy and donated his en
. tire library of over 2,000 books and 

rare volumes to the East Carolina 
University School of Maritime His· 
tory and Underwater Research in 

• Greenville, N.C. 1n April of 1991, 
The Maritime History Annex of this 
School was name in his honor. A 

·· Fellowship in Naval History was 
• also established there in his riame. 
: Admiral Eller was a member of the 
: U.S. Naval Institute, the Sons of 
' Confederate Veterans, the Army-

Navy Club of Washington, D.C., 
The Virginia Historical Society and 
the Rotary Club of Annapolis. He is 
survived by his wife, Agnes Pfohl 
Eller, a native ofWmston-Salem, of 
their home in Annapolis, Md.; two 
sons, Dr. Peter M. Eller of Cincin
nati, Ohio and John C. Eller of 
Coronado, California and six 

OBITUARI.S 

,.pandcriifciren. A Memorial Service 
:!for Admiral Eller was held August 3 

in the U.S. Naval Academy Mitcher 
Hall All Faith Chapel. Donations in 
memory of Admiral Eller can be 
made to the Ernest M. Eller Fellow· 

·:Ship in Naval History, c/o East Car
.olina University Foundation, Tay
lor-Slaughter Streets, Greenville, 
NC 27858·4353 

ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-TIMES 
ocA· 12-_._ .\ 4\'\,_ 

Alvin Eller 
HAYESVIU£- Alvin Burrell Eller, 

74, of Route 1, died Saturday, Oct. 
10, in a Hiawassee, Ga., hospital. 

A native of Clay County he was 
a retired carpenter. He w~ a son 
of the late Alfred and Effie Led
ford Eller. 

Surviving are his wife, Irene 
Nicholson Eller; a son, Jim Eller 
of Roswell, Ga.; three daughters 
Linda Gilbertson of Jonesboro' 
Ga., Carolyn Moss of Snellville' 
Ga., and Diane Pasley of Statham: 
Ga.; a brother, Odus Eller of 
Hayesville; four sisters, Eula Mof
fitt, Cora Galloway, Kate Long and 
Norma Anderson, all of Hayesville· 
and four grandchildren. ' 

Services will be at 2 p.m. Mon
day at Townson Rose Funeral 
Home chapel. The Revs. Clark 
Moss and Ronal Anderson will offi
ciate. Burial will be in Philadelphia 
Cemetery in Clay County. 
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'-
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1992 

CANON CITY, COLORADO, DAILY RECORD 

Mary Dorothea 
(Eller) Clamp 

Mary Dorothea (Eller) Clamp of 
Colorado Springs died at a local 
hospital Oct. 9, 1992, at the age of 
72. She was born May 1, 1920, in 
Butte, Mont, to Cleveland and 
Carrie (Hansen) EUer. 

Mrs. Clamp was a private busi
ness woman and a homemake~. 
She was active in Unity Church 
work, the mental retardation pro
gram and environmental protection 
concerns. 

She moved to Colorado Springs 
from Tennessee Ridge, Tenn., in 
1936 and graduated from Colorado 
Springs High School (now Palmer 
High) with the class of 1940. 

She was married Max 16, 1941, 
to George V. Clamp, who preceded 
her in death. She was also pre
ceded in death by her parents. 

Survivors include a son: Jim W. 
(Victoria) Clamp, Coloradp 
Springs; two daughters: Clata 
Susan (Tommy) Stewart. Atlant.ll, 
Ga.; Vickie Lynn Clamp, Colorado 
Springs; two brothers: Eugene El
ler, Villa Grove; Glenn Eller St., 
Colorado Springs; two sisters: 
Betty Russelavage, Colorado 
Springs; Mabel O'Hara, Tucson, 
Ariz.; grandchildren: Carl Clamp; 
Mary Louise (Joe) Ellert; George 
and Amanda McDcrmith; and one 
great-granddaughter: Clara Ellert. 

Visitation is being held at the 
Evergreen Funeral Home, Fountain 
and Union Blvd., Colorado 
Springs. Funeral services will be 
held Tuesday, OcL 13, 2 p.m. at 
the First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ, North 
Tejon and St. Vrain streets, Colo
rado Springs, with the Rev. James 
White and the Rev. Tom Skalitzky 
officiating. Interment will be in 
Evergreen Cemetery, 1001 S. 
Hancock Ave., immediately fol
lowing the service. 

Tax deductible memorial con
tributions may be sent to Martin 
Luther Home Society, c/o Hampton 
House, 5376 Tomah Dr., Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 80918. 

Mary was descendant of Geo. Mich. 
Eller - Peter - Jacob - Luke
and Aswell Peter Eller (Hook 131) 
Her brother Glenn R. Eller, Sr. 
of Colorado Springs, .co will 

provide a genealogy of their 
family later. 
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Evelyn Buchanan N.C. 
ROBBINSVIW Evelyn Buchanan, 

64, of Route 3, died Friday, Aug. 
14, in a Chapel Hill hospital. 

A native of Graham County, Bu
chanan wns a retired secretary to 
the Graham County School Super
intendent. She was the daughter of 
the late Hobert and Fannie Jones 
Eller. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Gudger Buchanan; two sons, 
James Buchanan and Gary Bu
chanan of Robbinsville; two broth
ers, Clifton Eller of Palmer, Alas
ka and Dewey Eller of Asheville; 
sister, Pauline Anderson of Dallas, 
N.C., and four grandchildren. 

Services will be at 2 p.m. Sun
day at New Hope Baptist Church, 
where she was a member. The 
Revs. Roger Milsaps, Jimmy Mil
saps and Mickey Stewart officiat
ing. Burial will be in Carver Ceme
tery. 

The family will receive friends 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Saturday at 
Townson-Smith Funeral Home, 
where the body will remain until 
30 minutes before the service. 

EVELYN ELLER BUCHANAN -
ANEW HEART 

I am Evelyn Eller Buchanan, daughter of 
Fannie and Hobert Eller, born and raised in the 

Atoah Community of Graham County. I was in 
the first graduating class in Robbinville High 
School in 1947 that had to attend school tor 12 
years. 

I married Gudger Buchanan, a Graham 
County native, on July 26, 1947. We have 2 
son, James (b. 6-12-1948) and Gary (b. 7-15-
1957), 2 grandsons, Chip (b.3-5-1971) and Kris 
(b. 2-19-1974) 2 granddaughters, Shonda (b. 
11-18-1979 and Cheset, (b. 1 0-24-1982). 

After my sons started to school I begun work
ing as a secretary to Principal Tom Carpenter 
and was treasurer for the Robbinsville Elemen
tary School. Later, I worked in the Clerk of 
Court's office for O.W. Hooper, Jr. and from this 
job I became the secretary to Modeal Walsh, 
Superintendent of Graham Co. schools. 1 was 
working in this position when I suffered my first 
heart attack in 1986 that forced me into early 
retirement on disability. I did okay until 1989 
and I was in and out of C.J. Harris Hospital in 
Sylva, N. C. 18 times, always in ICU, until my 
doctors could do no more tor me. Dr. R. J. 
Adams and Dr. Earl Haddock suggested 1 con
sider a heart transplant. I decided if I wanted to 
live I'd have to undergo this operation. 1 was 

sent to the University Hospital in Chapel Hill, 
N.C. on June 6, 1990. I was there until July 26, 
1990 and on my 43rd wedding anniversary I 
received the heart of a 26 year old male. I was 
in intensive care for several days, moved into a 
regular room, and in just a few days I was dis
charged. My husband and I rented an apart
ment in Chapel Hill and lived there lor a lew 
months before I was allowed to return to my 
home in Graham County. I had to go back to 
the hospital often for heart biopsies, to be sure 
my body wasn't trying to reject the new heart. I 
can have this done in Asheville now but have to 
return to Chapel Hill for an annual physical. 

Evelyn Eller Buchanan 

I am doing great with my new heart and am 
thankful to be able to be at home with my fami
ly. I thank God every day for my wonderful 
~.'<:lssings. Prayer changes things, just put your 
trust in God. He loves us, gave His only Son lor 
us, don't leave Him out of your life. Submitted by: 
Evelyn E. Buchanan. Persot1a/ Story 

Evelyn (Eller) Buchanan is a sister to EFA mem
bers Clifton Eller and W. Dewey Eller. Her Eller 
lineage: 

Evelyn8 (Hobart7, John6 H., John Wesley5, John4, 

Joseph3, Jacob2, Jr., Jacobl, Sr.) 

Attendees at the 1989 Eller Conf. may remember 

Clifton and Paula Eller of Alaska who were 
present. 
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EFA BUSINESS MATTERS 
A Message from your President 
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I can't believe how quickly the late summer and fall have 
sped by. Time for the November Chronicles is upon us. I 
look forward to another issue chuck full of Eller genealogy 
and other interesting content. 
I encourage you to begin making your plans for CONF '93· 
Mark out the block of days July 14-18, 1993 on your cal
endars for this important and enjoyable gathering. Most 
importantly, of course, is looking forward to reneWing ties 
with our 'family'. 
1hg Cook Book, just one of the exciting items on the agenda, 
is being designed and completed by Juanita Eller and Lynn 
Eller. To be ready for Conf '93, it sounds like it will be 
a first with international 'flavour'. I'm particularly 
excited about it as proceeds from its sale will go for res
toration of Eller cemeteries and for research. Since Conf. 
1 91, a number of cemeteries have come to light as needing 
TLC restoration, especially anticipated plans for such work 
at the New Hope Cemetery. 
Regarding Volume II, I am proceeding with correspondence to 
gather genealogy from the many with whom I've corresponded 
who are not members, mostly associated with the Reprint, 
and to encourage their membership in the EFA. The SPECIAL 
EDITION of the Chronicles, created by J. Gerald Eller, will 
accompany each letter. And •••••••• we continue to press 
for ancestors of our forebears \nth plans to engage our 
foreign researchers to check out leads that from time to 
time surface in our mail. 
As time goes on, I continue to anticipate active participa
tion in our two Vol II committees: 1) detail surrounding 
the actual printing of the books including format and 2) 
organizing and typing all of the genealogy we have received 
and anticipate in the future. 

' 
Special note: A friendly reminder to forward your $15, 1993 
dues to Nancy Eller this monthl 

A. William Eller, President 
' 
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BFA BUSINESS MATTERS 
Tax Exemption for EFA 

8 September 1992 

Charlotte Eller Marshall 

Board of Directors, Eller ~amily Association 

Tax Exemption for EFA 

August 19, 1992 I received formal, written approval of Tax 
Exempt status for the EFA, dated August 14, 1992. 

302 

This memo is to inform all officers and board members of the 
approval. Paragraph 3 states: "If your sources of support, 
or your purposes, character, or method of operation change, 
please let us know so we can consider the effect of the 
change on your exempt status. In the case of an amendment 
to your organizational document or bylaws, please send us a 
copy of\the amended document or bylaws. Also, you should 
inform us of all changes in your name or address." 

This paragraph should be considered when making any changes 
to our bylaws. One of the reasons it took 7 months to get 
this is the sale of T-shirts at our conferences. They 
thought this sale was to the general public. 

We are required to file a return -Form 990- if our gross 
receipts are more than $25,000.00. Para. 4 asks us to file 
even if we do not exceed that amount if they send us the 
form. This must be filed by May 15, 1993. 

Our Employer Identification Number is: 94-3151598. We are 
not employers, but have to have this number to apply for tax 
exempt status. 

I am very glad to have this finished! It took several phone 
calls to the IRS office in California, plus faxing figures 
on our income for last year. So there were a few incidental 
costs in addition to the fee of $150.00. We can issue 
receipts for gifts or donations to be reported on the donors 
income tax return. 

I look forward to seeing each of you in July 1993. 
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6 Numbering Your Genealogy 

Figure 1 
NGS QuARTERLY SYSTEM 

~utU"fl.fli.r ~-;.,. p~IJ(u-t4u /UfU¥lfli.r fettu. 
' Generation One II" 

1. Moses1 Moss (MortonA, Malcolm~ MortimerC), born 1 July 1701 at Lyon, 
England; died 1736, Hartford, Connecticut. He manied on 23 September 1718, 
atBoston,MargaretMullen,daughterofMyronandMary(neeSmith)Mullen. 

A tailor by profession, Moses appears to have emigrated . . . [discussion 
continues through the completion of Moses' life]. 

Known children of Moses' Moss and Margaret Mullen were as follows: 
+ 2 i. Manhewl Moss, born 1 May 1730, Boston. 

3 • ii. Mark Moss, born 3 January 1731/32, Boston. No further information. 
4 iii. Mary Moss, born 24 April1734, Boston; died 9 May 1744, Hartford. 

+ 5 iv. Martha Moss, born 26 September 1736, Hartford. 

1 
lluttt/,9 ~-;.,. Generation Two 

2. Matthew Moss (Moses', MortonA, Malcolm8, MortimerC), born 1 May 
1730, Boston; married (1) Mildred Miller ... ; married (2) Molly Malone .... 

Children of Matthew2 Moss and Mildred Miller were as follows: 
6 i. Morris Moses' Moss, born 2 May 1755 at Boston. No further information. 
7 ii. Maynard Moss, born 31 July 1757 at Boston. No further information. 

Children of Matthew1 Moss and Molly Malone were as follows: 
8 i. Mabel Moss. No further information. 
9 ii. Matilda Moss. No further information. 

5. Martha1 Moss (Moses~ Morton•', Malcolm', Mortimerc) was born 26 
September 1736 at Hartford, Connecticut; married Manuel MandeU .... 

The only known child of Manuel and Martha (noo Moss) Mandell was: 
+ 10 i. Margret'MandeU, born 1 April1770, East Hartford. 

1 
B;.~~-Ju. 

Generation Three 

10. MargretJ Mandell (Martha2 Moss, Moses! MortonA, Malcolm8, 

MortimerC), born 1 April 1770 at East Hartford, Connecticut; married 
Maynard Mercer .... 

Children of Margret' Mandell and Maynard Mercer were as follows: 
+ 11 i. Muriel4 Mercer, born 11 August 1789, Albany, New York. 
+ 12 ii. Mynle Mercer, born 20 July 1791, Albany. 

13 iii. Mandrake, a probable son, born circa 1794, apparently at Albany. 

Joan Ferris QJrran, Nttmbering ~ Genealogy, 
Special Publ. No. 59, National Geneal. Soc., 
Arlington, VA 1992 
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TBI ILLII FAMILY ASSOCIATIOB 

A. VILLIAM ILLII, President, 370 Upham St., Lakewood, CO 80226 

CHAILOTTI ILLII MAIIBALL, V-P, 2832 Hvy. 201, Myasa, OR 97913 

8A8CT ILLIR, See./Treaa., 500 Misaon St. East, Crowley, TX 76036 

IOAID or DIRICTOIS 
IITHIL J. ILLII STOLTZ, lt. 1 lox 19, Ludell, KS 67744 
ITR08 H. ILLER, 6506 Jaek Hill Dr., Oroville, CA 95966 
LOVILL ILLII, 4410 Harborvood Dr., Salem, VA 24153 
I. YA8CI ILLER, 550 Fox Hollow Lane, Salisbury, MC 28144 
VALTOB C. ZLLIR, 500 Miaaion St. East, Crowley, TX 76036 

---------------------------------------------------------------TBI ILLII CHIOBICLIS 
IDITOISa J. CZIALD .aD 3DABITA ILLII, ll 2 Bx. 145-D, Vhittier~WC 28789 
The Eller Chronicles ia tbe official Mevsletter/Journal of the 
Eller Family Association. Ita paa•• are open for publiahins in
formation relevant to any on• of the coals of the orsanization. 
the responsibility for the accuracy of inforaation submitted for 
publication rests wholly with the submitter. The editors reserve 
the risht to ask tbat data or stories submitted for publication 
be rechecked for accuracy or chan.se in foraat • 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IDIOPIA8 LIAIS08 
LOUISI ILLER, 2932 Hoaevay Drive, Beavercreek, OH 45385-5709 
CIORC ILLIR, Bannaaunervea 7, D-6530, linaen/Rhein, Germany 
PlOP. Dl. K. 8APP•ZlBB. Gyrhofatr. 1,, D-5000 K~ln 4~ £crAAnY 
LIZTBA T. RZBVICK, 435 West 8th St., San Pedro, CA 90731 
······················--------------.:.....--... ... ...-L. ..... . . ~ -... --~~-~~-"" ....... 

PUIPOSII Or TBI ILLII FABILT AIIOCIATIOB 
The PURPOSES of the ILLII FABILT AIIOCIATIOB ia to draw all Ellers, 
reaardleas of their particular family line, and allied family me•
bers into a cooperative effort to& 

1) promote a sanae of kinship and consciousness of family history 
and tradition 1 

2) promote and publicize local family reunions, 

3) hold a biennial family conference open to all Eller and allied 
family membera world vide; . 

4) encourase the reatoration and maintenance of eeaeteriea or other 
sites of meanin& to varioua Eller faailiea; and 

5) encourase and aid aenealoaical and hiatorical research on Eller 
and allied families in the United States and world at larse. , 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ABBUAL DUBS 

Annual dues are $15.00/yr. payable Mov. 1 of each year. Thia·in
cludes membership and subscription to 4 isauea of TBZ ILLZI CBIOB
ICLIS. Individual isauea $4.50 each; back issues aince Nov. 1987 
available; make check• to EFA Family Assoc., and mail to the 
Sec./Trees. (Name and address above). 18 OIDZI TO IICZIYI ~81 
FEBRUARY ISSUE OF ABT YIAR, DUES KUST II 18 TBI BABDS OF TBI 
SICRITARY TRIASURII MO LATIR TBAB JAB. 1 or ~BA~ TIAI. 
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