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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Send all CHANGE OF ADDRESS notices and all requests for 
PAST ISSUES of the CHRONICLES to Charlotte Ellet~ Mat~shall, 

605 S.E. Park Ave., Corvalli s , OR 97333. Also contact 
Chat~ lotte if you fail to t~ecei ve yout' copy of the 
CHRONICLES. In the futut~e Charlotte ~ii 11 maintain the 
official mailing list. 

PICTURES: Most of the pictures in this issue were made in 
color at the Salisbury Conference by Jerri Eller Cathey. We 
thanks Jack Marshall, Charlotte's husband, for providing 
black and white copies for the Chronicles, including the 
front cover picture. We thank the Salisbury Post for the 
back cover picture. We have other pictures that will appear 
in future issues and we will appreciate receiving 
additional pictures made at the conference. We also solicit 
pictures of EFA families, preferably with a family story or 
bio-sketch. We think our readers like to know about living 
Ellers as well as about the other k ind. 
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EFA SALISBURY COBF. 1989 

Front L-R: 
Dorothy Vaughn 
Eloise Sperrati 
Ted Eller 
Byron Eller 

Back L-R: 
Bethel Stolte 
Lynn Eller 
Carleton Sperrati 
Myrr 1 Baldwin 
Klaus Rapp-Zinn 

Front L-R: Mary Jean Kiessel, Nancy P. Eller, Ora Lee Eckerle 
Back L-R: Walton Eller, Margaret Massey, Judy Street~ Beverly 
Pearce, Joe C. Eller, Ruth (Mrs. Harold) Eller, Jeanice Garrett 
Charlotte E. Marshall, Harold L. Eller, Inez Smith~ Becky Beafner. 
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REPORT OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ELLER FAMILY CONFERENCE 

Eller family history was made in 
Salisbury, N.C., July 20-23, 
1989, when more than 160 Eller 
family descendants from 22 states 
and two foreign countries met in 
confet~ence. 

For descendants of so many 
different Eller family lines to 
meet was truly historic as was 
the meeting for the first time of 
many of the same family line. To 
have present an Eller descendant 
from W. Germany and to meet in 
historic Rowan County added 
greatly to the sense of 
"t~etut~n i ng to one · s t~oo ts, " 
especially for those who 
descended from Jacob, Christian 
and Melchoir Eller, mid-18th 
century immigrants of Rowan 
County. Inez Eller Smith of Ore
gon, a descendant of Jacob Eller, 
when standing on the grounds 
once owned by him, reported 
feeling "chill bumps and a sense 
of awe". 

Some. who had exchanged letters 
for years, also met for the very 
first time. Adding to the 
excitement were new family 
history and new leads to follow 
in further research. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy a truly 
happy and rewarding experience 
and went away with a greater 
feeling of kinship and a better 
knowledge of the number and 
diversity of U.S. and German 
E 1 1 e t~ f ami 1 i es. 
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All were lavish in their praise 
for the conference and many vowed 
to return home and work with 
greater effort to further the 
goals of the Association. Respon
ses since the conference indicate 
that many have already begun 
work. Approximately 25 new 
members joined the EFA during 
and after the conference. 

Also, those who worked so long 
and hard to bring the EFA into 
existence and hold such a 
conference felt that their labors 
were amply rewarded. 

MINUTES OF THE CONFERENCE WITH 
COMMENTS: <Based in part on notes 
supplied by Lowell Eller of 
Salem, VA.> 

Thursday, July 20: At the 6:00 
P.M. social hour the process of 
matching faces with names and 
becoming ac9uainted began. Excit
ment continued to build and was 
9uite evident as each person was 
recognized at the buffet dinner 
which followed. Whispered 
comments and exclamations were 
heard- "so that is our cousin 
Bi 11 ft~om Colorado;" "look at 
that lady over there. Doesn't she 
remind you of Aunt Susie?" Dr. 
John and Bonnie Eller said that 
Vance Eller looked just like 
John's father (despite the many 
generations since they shared a 
common ancestor). 

The first meeting of the Board of 



Directors followed the meal. 

1> By-Laws, as previously pub
lished in the Chronicles, were 
approved for submission to a 
final vote by the membership at 
the Saturday evening dinner. 

2) The possibility of incorporat
ion of the Association in order 
to gain tax exempt status was 
raised, but the matter was left 
for the new officers and board to 
take under advisement. 

3) Gerald Eller spoke of the uni
que contributions made to Eller 
family history by James W. Hook 
and explained his plan for 
initiating the James W. Hook 
Memorial Award to honor Mr. Hook 
and a deserving member of the EFA 
who was deemed to have made a 
notable contribution to Eller 
Family Heritage. 

4) The need to reprint or repub
lish the James W. Hook book on 
George Michael Eller was discus
sed. Many spoke favorably about 
such a project. 

5) The need for standing commit
tees to develop policies and 
procedures for publicity, member
ship, research, and publication 
was mentioned, but no action was 
taken neither on this nor the 
suggestion for a Historian to 
maintain a conference scrap book. 

(6) Lowell Eller, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee recommended 
a slate of officers for the 
1989-1991 term.The Board approved 
the slate for submission to a 
vote by members in attendance at 
the Saturday evening dinner. 

Recommended were: 

President: A. William Eller 
Co-Vice-Presidents: Vernard and 

Phyllis Ellet~ 
Sec./Treas.: Charlotte Marshall. 

FRIDAY, JULY 21: 9:00A.M., 

Gerald Eller extended an official 
welcome and introduced Dr. Klaus 
Napp-Zinn, Professor of Botany at 
Koln University in W. Germany and 
an Eller descendant <his mother 
was an Eller). 

Dr. Napp-Zinn presented a capti
vating program of color slides 
showing Eller men, women and 
children of Germany, some dating 
from the early 1600's. Also shown 
were Eller land- marks: houses, 
gravestones, shops, and the 
villages and towns where these 
were located. Speaking in perfect 
English, Dr. Napp-Zinn gave an 
absorbing account not only of the 
pictures but of the families 
involved and the historical and 
geographical setting as to time 
and place. His remarkable know
ledge of the history of German 
religions and politics added much 
to his lecture. Thus began the 
process whereby Dr. Napp-Zinn was 
to make many friends during the 
next days. Many are already in
quiring if he will be back for 
the 1991 confernce. It is too 
early for a decision on that but 
he has promised to send copies of 
some of the slides for publicat
ion in the Chronicles. <Some of 
the slides were supplied by EFA 
member, Gears Eller, of Bingen, 
W. Germany who sent greetings to 
all in attendance.> 
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A relationship between Eller 
ancestors of Dr. Napp-Zinn, Georg 
Eller and those of the U.S. 
Ellers has not been established. 
However, the name of "Ellet~" is 
sufficient to claim cousinship. 
We hope Dr. Napp-Zinn and others 
from Germany will be able to 
attend the 1991 reunion. 

After a coffee break, Lowell and 
Sarah Eller of Salem, VA gave an 
interesting and illustrated talk 
about the Jacob and Magdalena 
Eller family of Roanoke County, 
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VA. This was followed 
presentation on the 
Nebraska and other 
states by Bill 
Lakewood, CO. 

by a fine 
Ellers of 

mid-western 
Ellet' of 

An address by Jo White Linn, 
nationally noted genealogist and 
lecturer from Salisbury, N.C., 
was enjoyed immediately after 
lunch. The full text of her ad
dt'ess, pt'epared especially fat' 
the Eller Conference, is found in 
this issue. 

Before adjourment four additional 
speakers were heard: Peggy Agner 
Troutman of Salisbury discussed 
aspects of the tangled genealogy 
of early Ellers of Rowan County; 
Dr. Byron H. Eller of Oroville, 
CA gave a masterful lecture on 
the roles of North Carolina, and 
Ellers from North Carolina, in 
the Civil War; Joe C. Eller of 
Houston~ TX entertained the group 
with an informal talk on the 
Ellers of Hillsdale, Macon Co., 
TN. Walton Eller spoke of his 
Texas and Eller roots, giving 
this graphic illustration of the 
flatness of the land in Texas, 
"Te:~as is so flat that if you lay 
a two-by-four on the ground it 
wi 11 back watet' up for a mile." 

The process of sharing informat
ion and making new friends and 
ac9uaintances continued unabat
ed. The conference room was open 
in the evening for informal 
meetings, socializing and picture 
making. Members of individual 
family lines met to take pictures 
and talk about common ancestors. 

SATURDAY, July 22 (9 A.M> 
Joining the group for the first 
time were numerous Eller 
descendants from the surrounding 
areas of Rowan, Davidson and 
Wilkes Counties. The day was 
spent viewing and discussing the 
materials on display: pictures, 
wills, coats-of-arms, church re
cords, books, exhibits, and many 
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excellent genealogical research 
collections.A video show, pre
pared by Buddy Lovette and 
Talmadge Wiggins of Moravian 
Falls, N.C., on "Ellers and Eller 
Landmarks in Virginia and North 
Carolina," was shown throughout 
the day and proved to be a major 
attraction. 

[Buddy Lovette reports that he 
plans to reshoot some of the 
footage after which he will begin 
editing the tapes. He expects to 
make them available for sale at 
some time in the future so watch 
for an announcement in the 
Chronicles.] 

Approximately 108 Ellers and 
guests enjoyed an excellent sit
down dinner. Gerald Eller recog
nized Lowell Eller who introduced 
the speaker: Dr. Vernard Eller, a 
noted lecturer and writer, and 
Professor of Theology at LaVerne 
University in LaVerne CA. Vern
ard's talk was amusing and inter
esting. His remarks about Elias 
Eller, a founder of a mystical 
religious cult in mid-1700 Ger
many, are found in this issue. 

After paying tribute again to the 
memory of James W. Hook and ex
plaining the plan for iniating 
the James W. Hook Memorial Award, 
Gerald was interrupted by Lowell 
Eller (obviously a member of a 
secret group of plotters> who 
took the floor to present 
life-time EFA memberships and a 
copy of one of Vernard Eller's 
many published books to Gerald 
and Juanita "in recognition of 
the time, effort and expenses 
contributed in bringing the EFA 
through its first two years and 
to this first conference." 

Upon regaining the floor and 
expressing thanks, Gerald recog
nized Lynn Eller for remarks 
about his relative, James W. 
Hook, whom Lynn had known and 
visited. Then Gerald read a 



proclamation in tribute to James 
W. Hook and to Charlotte Eller 
Marshall, the first recipient of 
the James W. Hook Memorial Award. 
The proclamation appears in this 
issue and a picture of the 
pla9ue, presented to Charlotte, 
is on the front cover. Her 
letter of thanks to the EFA 
appears on p. 10~ 

Additional life-time EFA member
ship awards were made: Dr. K. 
Napp-Zinn and Georg Eller, both 
of W. Germany. 

Appreciation certificates for 
help in organizing and presenting 
the Eller Family Conference were 
given to: Steven Eller and Jerri 
Eller Cathey <son and daughter of 
Gerald and Juanita Eller>, Becky 
Hefner and Inez Eller Smith 
(cousin and sister of Charlotte 
Eller Marshall>, Janine Eller 
Porter <co-founder and first Vice 
President of the EFA>, Louise 
Eller <EFA German translator>, A. 
William Eller, Peggy A. Troutman, 
Joe C. Eller, Walton Eller, 
Lowell & Sarah Eller, Byron 
Eller, Vernard & Phyllis Eller 
<all presenters and helpers at 
the Conference;> [Belated thanks 
gbes to Vernard for making the 
attractive buttons; now to his 
many titles Vernard may add 
"button-maket~"J. Certificates 
also went to Charlotte and Vance 
Eller (on-site coordinators>; 
Buddy Lovette and Talmadge Wig
gins (for video show>; Lynn Eller 
(for assistance with the James W. 
Hook material>;and Dr. John Eller 
(for the devotional service). 

In a short business session the 
membership approved the By-Laws 
and the slate of officers for the 
1989-1991 term. In recognizing 
new President Bill Eller, Gerald 
passed along these charges: the 
planning of the next Conference ; 
the question of incorporation of 
the EFA; and the reprinting of 
the James W. Hook 1957 book on 

George Michael Eller. 

Bill Eller accepted his office 
with grace and the affirmation to 
do his best for the EFA. He said, 
"I am ready and willing to spend 
full-time, if need be, to see 
that the organization continues 
to thrive and grow". He mentioned 
his strong interest in the 
reprinting or republication of 
the James W. Hook book. 
[A bio-sketch of Bill Eller was 
published in Vol. III, No. 2, The 
Eller Chronicles.] 

Just before adjournment 
these announcements: Lowell 
extended an invitation to 
Ellers to attend the Jacob 

came 
Eller 

all 
and 

Magdalena Eller Reunion in Salem 
Virginia in 1990. Additional 
details will appear in later 
Ch t~on i c 1 es . 

Charlotte Marshall asked for 
Eller family stories to be placed 
in the special Heritage Book that 
she intends to organize. All 
persons were reminded of the 
devotional services and barbecue 
scheduled for 11:00 A.M. on 
Sunday in the Dan Nicholas Park. 

Bill Eller held a short Board 
Meeting following the meal. 
Several matters were discussed 
including the time and place of 
the 1991 conference but this was 
left to the new officers and the 
Board of Directors. It was agreed 
to prepare and circulate a 
questionnaire asking for eval
uation and reactions to the Sal
isbury Conference. The question
naire appears on p.138 and each 
member who attended the confer
ence is urged to fill in and 
return the form to Bill Eller. 
Members who did not attend but 
have suggestions and ideas for 
the next conference are urged to 
write directly to Bill. 

SUNDAY, 
pt~ovided 
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July 23: 
a beautiful 

The Lot,d 
final day 

( 
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for the Eller Conference. The 
group assembled at 11:00 P.M. in 
the amphitheater at Dan Nicholas 
Park for a devotional service led 
by Dr. John Eller of Arkansas, a 
part Cherokee Indian, an honorary 
chief in the Western Cherokee 
Nation, and a minister in the 
Assemblies of God. John, very 
proud of his Cherokee heritage, 
was dressed in full Cherokee 
ragalia as he delivered his 
inspiring message. A bio-sketch 
on Dr. John Eller appears in this 
issue. 

The final event was a delicious 
barbecue meal served by Charlotte 
and Vance Eller <and their 
children>. We are indebted to 
Charlotte's brother,· Mr. Jake 
Fisher, famous in that area for 
his barbecue, who volunteered, 
when he first learned about the 
Eller Conference, to prepare a 
barbecue meal. His interest and 
help is most appreciated, and 
exemplifies the interest and 
help given by many people in 
Salisbury. 

Aftet~ singing "Happy Birthday" to 
Clifton Eller of Alaska on his 
60th birthday, the people began 
to go their separate ways, 
exhilerated by the events of the 
past four days and with a 
feeling of renewed kinship and 
pride in the name of Eller. 

......••.•.•••..•..•......•. EDS. 

********************************* 

MICHAEL DEAN PORTER 

Michael Dean Porter, age 23, son 
of Ronald Dean Porter and Janine 
Rae Eller Porter of Coeur 
d'Alene, Idaho, died March 8, 
1989 as the result of having an 
epileptic seizure in the bathtub. 

He was born January 28, 
Sacred Heart Hospital, 
Washington. Because 

1966 at 
Spokane, 
of his 

father's work in road construct
ion, he lived in several towns in 
Northern Idaho, Eastern Washing
ton, and once in Western Montana. 
In 1972 his parents moved to 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho where Mike 
attended grades one through 
twelve, graduating from Coeur 
d'Alene High School in 1984. He 
was a member of he Canfield Jr. 
High School Honor Society. He 
enjoyed playing soccer, camping, 
fishing, and rock music. 

In 1978, Mike was diagnosed as 
having epilepsy, but was 
determined not to let it dictate 
his life. The hardest thing for 
him to accept were the periods 
when he wasn't allowed to drive 
after his seizure. 

Since graduating, he had several 
jobs as dishwasher at local 
restaurants, and for about 9 
months, he worked at Keytronics 
in Spokane, Washington assembling 
computer keyboards. He was 
working at Perkins Restaurant at 
the time of his death. 

Survivors include his parents in 
Coeur d'Alene; his only sister, 
Michele Rae; brother-in-law, 
Theodore Curtis Demery, Jr. and 
nephew, Todd Curtis Demery, in 
Aura, W. Germany where Ted is in 
the U.S. Army; maternal grand
mother, Willetta Cecelia Carlson 
Eller of Nezperce, Idaho and 
several aunts, uncles and 
cousins. <Another Nephew, Jefferey 
Michael Demery, was born April 8, 
1989 in Wurzburg, W. Germany, one 
month after Mike's death.) 

Funeral services were held at 3 
p.m., Saturday, March 11, 1989 at 
the English Funeral Center in 
Coeur d'Alene, with the Reverend 
Rich Irish officiating. Burial 
was in the Forest Cemetery in 
Coeur d'Alene ••.... Janine Porter. 

(See Picture of Mike 
family on page 104 .) 

and his 
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THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE 

Greetings to Members of the EFA: 

I am grateful to have been asked to be your president for 
the next two years and thank you for your confidence. It is 
a privilege and pleasure; be assured that I will certainly 
do all I can to promote and encourage participation in this 
fine association. 

Our 1989 conference is now history but how the memories 
persist! I trust that those of you who attended were e9ually 
moved and will encourage other Ellers to join us and begin 
planning for our 1991 conference and share in this exciting 
and fascinating organization. 

1991 seems a long way off but the time will go all too fast. 
Even now, a number of things are happening, ideas are being 
formulated by your board, your editor and others, creating 
an undercurrent of excitement that is beginning to evidence 
itself. We do in fact anticipate another uni9ue happening in 
the summer of 1991. 

Continue to supply us with your genealogies, historical 
classifications and especially your 9uestions. As our 
association grows, new sources become available to fill in 
those time-line gaps. All this is what helps to keep our 
family association active and enthused. Also keep us advised 
of your personal special desires and needs. 

As a personal goal, it is my hope and desire to develop 
stick graphs, similar to that on the next page, for display 
in 1991 for simple identification and association. If you 
have not already given it to me, I would appreciate your 
imput- just names and spouses names. 

I look forward to serving you, 

Sincerely, 
A. William "Bill" Eller 

Bill & Madelyn 
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REGISTRANTS- EFA FAMILY CONF. SALISBURY, NC 
[In or·der of states !alphabetical)]: 

Eller, James Clifton~ Paula •••••••• Wasilla, ~( 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Eller, John and Bonnie ...... -..... Springdale, AR 
Vaughn, Dorothy Eller ........ N. Little Rock, AR 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Eller, Byron H .................... Oroville, CA 
Eller·, Vernar·d ~ Phyllis ............ LaVerne, CA 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Eller·, A. William~ Madelyn ........ Lakewood, CO 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Eller, Steve W ................... Bradenton, FL 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Cook, Car·olyn Far•mer .......... Lawr·enceville, GA 
Eller·, Her·bert ..................... Atlanta, GA 
Eller·, Lynn •• , .•. ,, .•• ,, ......... , .. Atlanta, GA 
Newbold, Dot·othy W .............. Ball Gr·ound, GA 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Napp-Zinn, Klaus ........... Cologne, W. Ger•many 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Eller·, Ted ........................ Kno:<Ville, IA 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Porter·, Janine Eller .......... Coeur d'Alene, ID 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Eller, Billy E .................... Sicily, Italy 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Stolte, Bethel ••••••••.•••.•••••••••• Ludell, KS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Eller, Chat'les ~ Bar·bar·a ........ Moundsville, KY 
Eller, Ralph tl. t~ Dorothy ....... Moundsville, KY 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Eller, Margaret ••••.••..•.•••.•• Baton Rouge, LA 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Schweers, Loveta .•••••••••..•••••. Salisbury, MD 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Ecker·le, Ora Lee Eller .......... Suttons Bay, MI 
Kiessel, Mary Jean., ••••••••..••• St. Joseph, MI 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Agner·, Mar·y Eller· ................. Salisbury, NC 
Agnet' 1 Hubert ..................... Salisbury, NC 
Ander·son 1 Polly .................. , •.• Dallas, NC 
Ar·tz, Eula Mae Eller· .............. Rockwell, NC 
B.:!r'r'inger·, Sammy ..................... Denton, NC 
Barrington, Judy Bean ••....•...•••••• Denton

1 
NC 

Barringer, Mark & Daniel ••.•.•.••••.. Denton, NC 
Bea.n, Chr·is .......................... Denton, NC 
Bean, Jacob .......................... Denton, NC 
Bean, Fred C. ...................... Denton, NC 
Bean, Joe Denny ...................... Denton, NC 
Bean, Lissie ......................... Denton, NC 
Bean, Naomi •.•••••...•..•..•••••••••• Denton, NC 
Bean 1 Shar·on ......................... Denton, NC 
Beck, Patricia B ................. Salisbur·y, NC 
Br·acken, Joy Eller ..••..•.••... Moor·esville, NC 

-10,1 

Casey, Zandr·a Eller ............... Currituck, NC 
Casey, Heather & Jeremy ..•••••••• Currituck, NC 
Cathey, Tyson •••••••••••.••••• Winston-Salem, NC 
Cathey, Jerri Eller •••.•••••• Wlnston-Salem, NC 
Cathey, Joe Eller ............. Winston-Salem, NC 
Clayton, Andrew •••••••••••••••••• Salisbury, NC 
Clayr·on, Melissa Eller ............ Salisbury, NC 
Clayton, Heather & Oliner ••••••••• Salisbury, NC 
Drye, Banks A ........................ Badin, NC 
Dr·ye, Margie E. ..................... Badin, NC 
Dr·ye, Har·r·y ••••••••••••••••••• Winston-Salem, NC 
Dr·ye, Mattie E. .............. Winston-Salem, NC 
Eiwen, Mr·. and Mrs. Char·les ........ Raleigh, NC 
Eller·, Cathel'ine 11. .. ............. Ferguson, NC 
Eller·, Cat'l 11 .................. Summerfield, NC 
Eller, Clinton & Connie ...••.• N. Wilkesboro, NC 
Eller·, Dewey ....................... Ashville, NC 
Eller, Eddie D ................... Salisbur·y, NC 
Eller·, J. Gerald & Juanita ........ Whittier·, NC 
Eller·, Kenneth H.& Dolly ............ Catawba, NC 
Eller, Larry ..••••..•..•••••••• N.Stokesdale, NC 
Eller·, Mar•tha ..................... Salisbury, NC 
Eller·, Ned ........................ Salisbur·y, NC 
Eller·, R. Vance t~ Chat'lotte ....... Salisbur·y, NC 
Eller·, Rober·t C. ............... Statesville, NC 
Eller, Gwyn ..................... Statesville, NC 
Eller·, Steven ........................ Sylva, NC 
Eller, Ted M ...................... Woodleaf, NC 
Eller, William •.••.••.•••.••.• N. Stokesdale, NC 
Eller, Yvonne ....•.••.••••.••• N. Stokesdale, NC 
Ellis, Patty ....................... Gastonia, NC 
File, Cliff ....................... Salisbur·y, NC 
File, Louise ...................... Salisbury, NC 
File, Nancy ....................... Salisbury, NC 
Godfr·ey, Mat· ion ................. Black Mtn. 1 NC 
Godfrey, Marjorie Eller •••.•.•••• Black 11tn., NC 
Goodman, Henry & Ruth •......•..•• Rockingham, NC 
Hobbs, Keith~ Cindy .............. Charlotte, NC 
Hobbs, Vana t~ Hick ................ Charlotte, NC 
Jord:m, Dot·is Eller ................ Rockwell, NC 
Kesler·, Natalie Eller ............. Salisbur·y, NC 
Lovette, Buddy ............... Mor·avian Falls, NC 
Maines, Zola Eller ................. Rockwell, NC 
Millsaps, Eva Ar·tz ................ Salisbur·y, NC 
Minton, V. Faye E ............... Wilkesbot'O, NC 
Reynolds, Jean •..•..•..•••••• Mor•avian Falls, NC 
Rober·tson, Jim t~ Blanche ........ Weaverville, NC 
Selle, Evelyn Eller· ................ Rockwell, NC 
Selle, Spencer C., Sr· .............. Rockwell, NC 
Shaw, v~.-'11s ~' Angie ................. Denton, NC 
Tr·autman, Peggy A ................ Salisbury, NC 
Walke1' 1 Jewel C. Eller ........... Wilkesbor·o, NC 
Winecoff, hmmie Eller· ............. Roch~ell, NC 
Wood, Ethel Eller ...••.••.••••••.• Salisbury, NC 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Eller·, Calvin Neal ~ Louise ..... Beavercreek, OH 
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Stanley, John H •••••••••••.••• Martins Ferry, OH 
Stanley, Clarice Ellet· ........ Martins Ferry, OH 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Ellet·, Blll L. ~ Sylvia ........... Milwaukie, OF: 
Mat·shall, Charlotte Eller· ......... Corvallis, OR 
Smith, Inez Eller .............. Cottage Gr·oove, OF: 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Baldwin, Myr·rel. ................. Gr·eensbut·g, PA 
Geissinger·, Libby Eller .......... Zionsville, PA 
Geissinger, Lat·r·y ................ Zionsville, PA 
Geissinger·, Amy .................. Zionsville, PA 
Ge1ssinger, Kl'ista •.••••••••.•••• Zionsville, PA 
Geissinger·, Laut·a •••••••.•••••••• Zionsville, PA 
Geissinger, Anthony •••••••••••••• Zionsville, PA 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Buttry, Dm·othy Eller· .............. Newbet·ry, SC 
Buttr·y 1 Br·andy & Chr·i s Poe •••.•.•.• Newber·r·y, SC 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Eller, Dan & Helen ................ Her·m1tage1 TN 
Eller, Ed Dillard ••.••.••••••.•••• Granville, TN 
Eller, Pat ••••••••••.••••••••••••• Granville, TN 
Eller, Edward ••••••••••••••••••••• Granville, TN 
Eller, Harold L. • Ruth ••••••••••• Hermitage, TN 
Garrett, Jeanice ••••••••••••••••.• Lafayette, TN 
Ligon, Lily .................... Old Hickot·y, TN 
Massey, Mar·gar·et Eller· ........... Nashville, TN 
Peat·ce, Bevel'ly Eller ............... Jackson, TN 
Street, Judy Eller •••••••••••••• Chattanooga, TN 
Ellet·, Joe C ....................... Houston, TX 
Eller, Walton G.• Nancy G .•••••.••• Crowley, TX 
Hefner, Becky •••.••••••••••••• Mineral Wells, TX 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Eller·, J. Burton .................. At•lington, VA 
Eller, Trae ••••••••.•••••••••••••• Arlington, VA 
Eller, Ashley ••••••••••••••••••••• Arlington, VA 
Eller·, Lowell ~~ Sarah ................. Salem, VA 
Fat·mer·, Gordon ....................... Gala:<, VA 
Fat·met· 1 Odell Ellet· ................... Gala:<, VA 
Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Jack B .......... Richmond, VA 
Hall, Mt·s. J. B ................... Richmond, VA 
Hall, Mt·. and Mt·s. Jack B .......... Richmond, VA 
Hall, Mt·s. J. B ................... F\ichmond, VA 
Martindale, Ray • Mil'iam .......... Roanoke, VA 
Nepomucet•o 1 t'k. and Mrs. Jose •••• , .Richmond, VA 
Pitts, Clat·ine Eller ................ Roanoke, VA 
Spangler·, l~ayne & Cat'Dl .............. Vienna, VA 
Wilson, Peggy Ann Jenkins ............ Oakton, VA 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Sperati, Carleton •••••••••.••.•• Parkersburg, WV 
Sperati 1 Eloise ........... Pat·ket•sburg, WV 

UIUU'.CIT<Hi 

Vol. III No. 3 The Eller Chronicles Aug. 1989 

p. 48- 3rd line, 5th para.: Change "through 
his grandmother" to "through his 
mother" 

p. 49- Last sent./para 1: Should read "other 
brothers of the two" (not three). 

p. 59- Next to last para. Omit ref. to Elisa
beth Brown. 

p.60-

p.60-

p.63-
p.67-

The note in para.1 attributed to Peggy 
Troutman should be attributed to the 
McCubbins Coll., Rowan Public Lib., 
Salisbury, N.C. 
Under John Kelker II, add a 6th child, 
John; change child # 1 from "Conrad" 
to "Conrod" 

II 1 .. "K 1 II Para. 1: Change Kep er to es er 
1st line of James W. Hook story: change 

II II th II "grandmother to mo er 

ANSWER TO QUERY- WHO IS KARL ELLER? 
p. 43, Vol. III, No. 2 Kay 1989: 

From EFA member, Calvin W. Evans of 
Phoenix, AZ came a nice letter saying 
that Karl Eller vas a prominent busin
ess man in Phoenix and including news 
stories about him. We have contacted 
Karl and have received a picture and 
his permission to publish a story on 
him in a future issue ••••••••• EDS. 

Juanita 
& son, Steven 
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PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION seeks through 
cooperative efftirts to research and publish Eller Family 
genealogy and family history throughout the world, and 

WHEREAS, JAMES WILLIAM HOOK was the first Eller descendant 
in America to publish results of his extensive research on 
his Eller ancestry, and in so doing performed a uni~ue 

service that not only preserved a great body of Eller 
genealogy and family history but laid a sound base on which 
others might build, and which for us today provides a 
powerful inspiration and challenge to learn more of Ellers 
past and pr~sent and insure that future generations shall 
know the source of their genetic and cultural heritage that 
came through their Eller family connection, and 

WHEREAS, a member of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION now 
follows in the footsteps of James W. Hook and has researched 
and published the genealogy and family history of her Eller 
family line, initiated and organized Eller family reunions, 
originated and advanced the first suggestion that an ELLER 
FAMILY ASSOCIATION be organized, displayed unbridled 
enthusiasm and energy in unceasing effort in recruiting 
others to this cause, served the Association in a variety of 
ways- by writing hundreds of letters which were mailed at 
her own expense, by managing the monies of the Association 
efficiently and honestly, by drafting the By-Laws, by 
recruiting a Board of Directors, and by serving as the 
Co-Chairman of the committee that planned the FIRST 
INTERNATIONAL ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 
in session this the 22 day of July, 1989 in Salisbury, N.C. 
do herewith honor the memory of JAMES WILLIAM HOOK by 
establishing the JAMES WILLIAM HOOK MEMORIAL AWARD and 
presenting it to CHARLOTTE ELLER MARSHALL for her notable 
contributions to the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION and its goals. 
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Dear Relatives and Friends, 

Corvallis, Oregon 
31 July 1989 

What an unexpected honor to receive the J. w. Hook Memorial 
Award! I'm sure it was apparent I was totally unprepared 
for this. There were several people I felt were deserving 
and might be the recipient. As I was unprepared (and a bit 
shaken) I could not express my appreciation without tears, 
so I did not attempt a speech of thanks and acceptance. 

I would like to thank Gerald and Juanita, who planned this 
award and proclamation, had the award made, and managed to 
keep all of it very quiet. I am truly honored they found me 
deserving. I shall always treasure the plaque and the procla
mation. 

To all of you who participated in the Conference and those 
who could not come to Salisbury, I owe thanks also. The 
idea of forming an ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION, publishing the 
newsletter and having group meetings such as this First Con
ference could not have been accomplished without the inter
est and participation of all of you. 

May the future bring many such Conferences, each with the 
comradeship and caring family atmosphere that was shared by 
all those who came to Salisbury. 

Thank you, one and all. 
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'IHE Pm1Ht FAMILY 
(L-R) 

Michael Dean 

Michele Ray 
Todd OJrt:is 
Theodore 
Janine Eller Porter 
Rcoald Dean Porter 

(See Stmy p. 96 
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T H E E L L E R E X P E R I E N C E 

The One You Can Be Just as Happy 
to Have Missed 

In a recent issue of Chronicles, the listing of prominent 
Ellers in Germany included one ancient ELIAS ELLER. He 
wasn't given much attention--which is just as well. Else
where that same issue named a modern Elias Eller (who I 
don't think could be named after ancient Elias--and for 
whose sake I certainly hope not). 

The ancient Elias died without surviving issue. So I don't 
think any of us can trace a relationship to him; and I don't 
see why any of us would want to. The Ellers, certainly have 
come to be known as religious people. And whether known to be 
or not, we are just as certainly a tolerant people (how would 
all our kids have ever become adults without our tolerating 
any amount of stuff?). Yet I don't think that any of us would 
be ready to tolerate Ancient Elias Eller's religion. Goodness 
knows, we ourselves may hold to a lot of goofy religion--but 
nothing that goofy. 

I originally ran onto Ancient Elias while I was in graduate 
school--found his story in an antique, German-based encyclo
pedia of religion. This is about the only place he could be 
found. Yet, whether we like it or not, he might be the only 
Eller who will ever make it into a scholarly encyclopedia. 
Perhaps we should be grateful. 

ELIAS ELLER spent his whole life between Ronsdorf and 
Elberfeld, Germany (Ronsdorf being a little village just 
five miles from Elberfeld). Eller was born right at the 
turn of the 18th century and died in 1750. [My theory is 
that the Ellers who emigrated to America from this area 
during this period were fleeing the reputation of Elias--so 
perhaps he, in his own way, did make a contribution to the 
spread of the family.] 

As a lad, Eller went to Elberfeld to there become foreman in 
a factory owned by the rich widow Bolckhaus. With the pass
age of time, he carne under the spell of the goofy religious 
ideas that were then "rampant in the district" [rampant 
ideas being the worst possible kind]. Yet with these, Eller 
[who regularly was found to make the best of what he had] 
first converted and then married his employer. [How many 
other Ellers 1vould even have conceived as brilliant a 
scheme?] 

Eller was so on holding rneeti ng s anu at tract ing a following·-
among whom was "a certain 1--.nna van Buchel, the daughter of 
an Elberfeld baker, a girl of remarkable beauty." Eller 
instructed her on how to undergo ecstasies [Eller men always 
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having been good teachers, in this regard as in others] and 
receive revelations from heaven. Before long Anna announced 
that 1730 had been made known to her as the year when the 
Lord would introduce his millennial reign. 

Soon thereafter, "Eller's wife had died [too bad; but these 
things do happen, you know] and he soon married Anna van 
Buchel with whom he had maintained for some time illicit 
relations [if you had already guessed that, it shows you 
have a dirty mind] as he alleged, "to protect her innocence" 
[you see, Ellers always have a good explanation for what 
they do]. 

Eller eventually declared that ''God had revealed to his wife 
that she was the mother of Zion who should give birth to the 
Savior of the World a second time" and thus introduce the 
end-time kingdom. Unfortunately, Anna's first child was a 
girl [of all things]--though Eller explained the mishap as 
owing to the people's lack of faith [I know what he meant; I 
have found that people regularly fail to put as much faith 
in the Ellers as they ought]. 

On the second try, however, everybody got everything right: 
Anna gave birth to the boy Benjamin. "The child was rever
enced in his cradle as the future great prophet and savior 
of the world, and Eller declared that his children were 
divinely begotten and consequently born without sin." [And 
of just how many Eller kids have their parents been able to 
say that?] Unfortunately, little Benny Eller died when 
barely a year old. 

The third time is a charm; yet now the Ellers [or rather, 
the virginal mother] had another girl. Eller [with perhaps 
a note of exasperation] explained, "Yeah, but this little 
girl is going to do some real masculine deeds." She died at 
age two. 

"In 1744 the mother of Zion died mysteriously, after giving 
birth to another daughter" [surely, enough is enough; it 
isn't as though Eller hadn't given her every opportunity to 
deliver the goods]. 

Through this time, Eller had encountered enough opposition 
that he moved his operation back to Ronsdorf, completely 
taking over the town. Consequently, the group became known 
as the "Ronsdorfers" [thank heavens we haven't had to live 
down the name "Ellerites"]. They started out with fifty 
houses, all facing east toward Zion (Eller's house, of 
course, w·here his w·ife 1vas the Urim and Thummim). With the 
church thus being also the government of the town, "the most 
unlimited license held sway in connection with the rites of 
the sacraments or on birthdays, Eller justifying himself 
boldly by the transgressions of the patriarchs, David and 
Solomon." [You • 11 never find anyone more desirous of 
biblical justification than the Ellers.] 
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The basic beliefs of the group were kept secret from all but 
the inner circle; yet the primary tenets were these: 

(1) The fullness of the Godhead dwells in Eller alone. 
the people say, "Amen!" I don't see what anyone 
possibly find objectional in that!] 

[Let 
could 

(2) Though the Bible is the work of God, the annunciation to 
the mother of Zion means that the new epoch necessitates a 
new revelation in a new Scripture--the secret booklet 
Hirtentsache (copies still extant in select libraries). 

(3) Not only will the saints appear again on earth, but the 
Savior must be born again [and it makes one a bit proud to 
know that, this time around, his name will be called "Eller"J 

(4) Eller is the counterpart of Abraham [my great grandfather 
was Abraham Eller; that proves!] but greater than he. The 
person of God the Father was incarnate in Abraham; the Son 
in Isaac; and the Holy Ghost in Sarah [to think, our Elias 
was the forerunner of today's feminist theology]; but in 
Eller is the fullness of the Godhead, "Hence, except through 
him there is no blessing or happiness from above, and those 
who do not follow him must face the wrath of God." 

(5) Eller, circumsized by God, must bear sickness and pain 
for the sins of the world. [So that's why I'm always hurting 
so much!] 

(6) Moses and Elijah were not prototypes only of Christ, but 
also of Eller--as were David and Solomon. 

(7) The children of Eller are begotten directly of God. 
[Maybe so; but you wouldn't know it from watching~ kids.] 

[I propose that the first order of business for the Eller 
Family Association, in its forthcoming great reunion, is to 
look at the situation, decide whether we're going to give it 
a pass and just let things lie as Elias left them--or 
whether we really want to honor that family tradition by 
girding our loins, picking up the torch, and this time going 
over the top as Elect Ellers Exercising the Effluent Ecstasy 
of Earth. Who' 11 volunteer to be the ne>v mother of Zion?] 

by Vernard Eller 
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'!HE ELLER MIGRATION '!0 ReMAN OOUNTY 

copyright Jo White Linn 19891 

ELLER FAMILY REUNION 
salisbury, North carolina, 20-22 August 1989 

Map showing Heidelberg, Rotterdam, London, Cowes 

The movement of individuals, families, cammunities, and entire peoples from 
one place to another has been one of the irnpJrtant human experiences shaping 
history. It involved leave-taking from one horne and one environment in search 
of another, the crossing of oceans, frontiers, rivers, and mountains. 

Dr. Napp-Zinn's beautiful slide show presentation has depicted the villages 
and landscapes of Germany from which the Eller immigrants are said to have 
conte. 

One wonders why anyone would want to leave a place as beautiful as the upper 
Palatinate, rut this was an area that had been devastated by wars and repres
sion. 'Ihe 'Ihirty Years War, from 1618-1648, left the Palatinate area of 
Gennany a virtual wasteland with more than half the IX'Pulation either killed or 
starving to death. 2 This devastation was followed by the War of Spanish 
Succession and religious persecution which had begun during the Reformation in 
1517. 'Ihe people could see no end to the wars, famine, oppressive taxation, 
and religious persecution, and William Penn's advertisements and the near 
paradisical descriptions of what awaited in the colony of Pennsylvania and the 
Granville District of carolina brought thousands of German Protestant im
migrants to the new world. Most stayed in Pennsylvania for several years 
before venturing down the Great Philadelphia Wagon Road into Rowan. 

An unknown writer from the Palatinate on 19 October 1749 wrote a treatise 
advising those who were leaving for Pennsylvania how they might avoid "on the 
desperate journey they plan for themselves, the greatest hardships and priva
tions." He said that the trip from Germany had to be arranged so that the 
traveler would reach Rotterdam between April and June first when the sloops 
that sailed from there to London could get him there in 8 to 12 days, at which 
time ships sailed from England to Pennsylvania and the other colonies. He 
advised that transiX'rtation down the Rhine, if one provided his own food, would 
be 6 florins, that transiX'rtation from Rotterdam to london by sloop would be 5 
florins or 10 shillings sterling, that sea-transiX'rtation from london, with 
roard on ship, was 64 florins, and expenses in London, if one had to wait there 
2 or 3 weeks, would be 9 florins. 

He suggested that the immigrant might purchase in london WCXJlen material and 

1Jo White Linn, e.G. I C.G.L. I Box 1943, Salisbury I NC 28144 

2 Ralph Dornfield Chien, "Palatine and Palatinate," in The Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Magazine, Vol. XXI (1963), No. 4: 231, 32. 
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fine linen, spices, copper and tin utensils, which he might sell at a profit in 
the New World to defray his expenses. He advised the immigrants to travel in a 
group large enough to fill a boat on the Rhine and stressed that they must have 
contracts for their trans:p::>rtation. He warned that the travelers not let 
thernsel ves be separated from their chests and baggage and not be dependent u:p::>n 
the ship's food but carry also brandy, dried meet, prunes, vinegar, and 
medicine to prevent scurvy, dysentery, and fever. He suggested that each head 
of family and passenger make an inventory and will before departing. 3 

'Ihe instructions were necessary. It has been estimated that 12, 000 Gennans 
reached Pennsylvania in the year 1749, and that by 1775 there were 110,000 
people of German birth of descent, or one-third the toal population.4 

Many of the ships sailed from Cowes, near Southampton; others from London. 
It was not unusual for the crossing to take three to six weeks on a ship 
buffetted by high winds, or perhaps becalmed, without refrigeration, plumbing, 
any sanitation or privacy, people crowded like animals, many sick, some dying, 
some giving birth, all strengthened by the hope of a new life in the New World. 

1754 Map of Philadelphia 

After what had to have been a fearfully difficult voyage, what joy must have 
arisen in the breasts of the voyagers as the ship sailed up the Delaware River 
into the port of Philadelphia. We have George Heap's "East Prospect of the 
City of Philadelphia from the Jersey Shore" in 1754 with ships in the fore
ground, a panorama that was etched on four copper plates, printed, and dis
tributed in London. 5 'Ihis is the scene that the weary immigrants viewed as 
their ships let in to the port of Philadelphia. 

Upon debarkation, the foreigners were required to take the oath of J..lleqiance 
in Philadelphia. The process of becoming a citizen during the colonial period 
was quite simple. The immigrant signed a statement of allegiance as he came 
off the ship. The naturalization and granting of citizenship, sul:sequently, 
could be granted in almost any court. The 1665 Act was enacted 

to give unto all strangers as to them shall seeme meete a Naturalization 
and all such freedomes and pri vi ledges within the sd Caountys as to his 
Maj(es]ties subjects doe of right belong they swearing or subscribing as 
aforesd w[hi]ch said strangers soe naturallized and priviledged shall alsoe 
have the same Immuni tys from CUstomes as is granted by the Kinge to us. . 6 

3 ''Well Meant Infonnation As 'Ib How The Gennans, ~.Jho Wish To Travel To 
Pennsylvania, Should Conduct Themselves," by L.M., Pennsylvania Genealcgical 
Magazine, Vol. XXII (1961-62), pp. 231-36. 

4 A. D. Graeff, The Relations Between the Pennsylvania Gennans and the 
British Authorities (1750-1776) (1939), p. 19. 

5 Pictures from Russell F. Weigley, Philadelphia: A 300-Year History 
(1982), pp. 70-75. 

6 vJilliam Saunders, ed. The Colonial Records of North carolina, Vol. 1:83. 
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Map of Philadelphia 

The English Parliamentary statute of 1740 required a residence of seven years, ( 
but it did not require that an individual reside continuously for seven years 
in the colony where he was to apply for citizenship. It would t:e difficult to 
determine the extent to which the residency requirement was enforced. The 
relatively few instances of naturalization recorded in The COlonial Records of 
North carolina make no mention of a residency requirement, but they routinely 
note that the persons seeking naturalization "tcx::>k the oaths and sumcrit:ed the 
test as required by law." The prospective citizen 'WOuld take an oath of 
loyalty to the Crown and colony before having citizenship conferred upon him 
and 'WOuld receive the Sacrament of the Lord 1 s SUpper within three months of 
taking the oath. For every naturalization a payment of two shillings was made. 

Most innnigrant families remained in their initial horne in the new world for 
several years 1 learning the new ways, accustaming themselves to a new life, and 
acquiring 'WOrldly goods. When they gained the courage to move again, or the 
necessary funds, or when the urge to awn land overpowered their reluctance to 
pull up stakes, many migrated from Pennsylvania dawn the Shenandoah Valley into 
the carolinas and Georgia. 

Four Routes 

While the Great Philadelphia Wagon Road was not the only route that the 
migrating Scots-Irish 1 Germans, and Englishmen tcx::>k 1 there were geographical 
and economic reasons why it was the primary one. 

Only a few trails cut through the vast forests which spread from New Hamp
shire to Georgia, for the Appalachian Monntains thrust a stern barrier t:etween 
the Atlantic plateau and the unknown interior of the continent. The settlers, ( 
as they m:::>Ved inland, usually followed the paths over which the Indians had 
hnnted and traded. 

In eighteenth and nineteenth century migrations, few trails in America were 
more important than the Indian route which extended east of the Appalachians 
from Pennsylvania to Georgia. After the French and Indian Wars, this path 
became the principal highway of the colonial back conntry. over the Great 
Philadelphia wagon Road, vast mnnbers of Engliah, scots-Irish, and Germanic 
settlers entered this continent and claimed lands. 

The endless procession of new settlers, Indian traders, soldiers, and 
missionaries swelled as the Rewvolution approached. "In the last sixteen years 
of the Colonial Era," wrote Carl Bridenbaugh, "southl:x:>nnd traffic along the 
Great Philadelphia Wagon Road was m.rrnbered in the tens of thousands. It was 
the most heavily traveled road in all America and must have had more vehicles 
jolting along its rough and tortuous way than all the main roads put together." 

'Ihe chronicle of the Great Philadelphia Wagon Road is the chronicle of infant 
America, from 1607 nntil the age of the railway. It is the story of achieve
ment against great odds. Breaking with the European traditions which they 
brought with them to America, the diverse settlers along the Wagon Road began 
to create the new American society which changed the nineteenth century history 
of the 'WOrld. 

'Ihe study of migration is pru.ticularly valuable to Americans 1 for all 
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Impro\'ements in tr;mspurtation facilitated Fr3nklin's expansion of the 
postal sen.· ice. C ntil Joseph Borden, Jr., and his p3rtners started their stage 
line in 1755 between PhiLtddphia ;tnd ~ew York, there was no regular scn·icc 
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' the Death of the Fox on Stra\vherrv Aile\· .llld tra\'ekd ll\· wav of Tn:nron 
to ~ew York. In Jj66 another stage. callej the Flying \l.•ci1ine ;n;J.dc the trip 
to ,e,,· York in two days. This remarkable feat ,,·as accomplished in ;I "~tJgc 
,,·agon" ,,·irh se;lts suspended on springs. It ran twice J \n:ck .md cost only 
t\\·o pence ;I mile. putting all ri\·als at a Jd1nitc Jis.JdonrJgc.' 

:\n imprm·ed network of transportation ;tnd communication Juring the 
cenrury's middle years also meant a concomitant growth in trade. By mid
cenrury the most frequently used highway in :\merica was the great Phil.tdel
phia \\ · agon Ro3d that led out from the city to LancJ~ter. 0\'er it m() 
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Americans are innnigrants. 
people, profoundly mobile, 
de ToqUeville observed of 
tomed to change." 

'Ib an amazing degree, we have remained a migratory 
moving from city to city, state to state. As Alexis 
early American society, "'Ihe American grows accus-

Great Philadelphia Wagon Road 

The Great Philadelphia Wagon Road led from the area that became Lancaster and 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, to York, to Gettysburg, into western Maryland around 
what is now Hagerstown, across the Potomac River at Evan Watkins' Ferry, 
following the narrow path across the "back country" or "up country" or "pied
:rront" to Winchester through the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia to Harrisonburg, 
Staunton' Lexington I Roanoke I into Salem I North carolina I to Salisbury I where 
it was bisected by the east-west Catawba and Cherokee Indian Trading Path at 
the Trading Ford across the Yadkin River in Rowan County, thence to Charlotte, 
Rock Hill, South Carolina, where it branched to take two routes to Augusta and 
Savannah, Georgia. 

'Ihe principal cause of migration of people westward and southward from the 
Delaware Valley and the Chesapeake Bay area was primarily the pressure arising 
from a natural increase in population. 'Ihe land was becoming impoverishe:i, and 
there was not enough of it to support the steadily increasing population. To 
:be considered also was the high price of land in Pennsylvania. In 1750, a 
fifty-acre farm in Lancaster County would have cost L7.10. In the Granville 
District of North carolina, which comprised the upper half of North carolina, 
land was selling for five shillings the one hundred acres. 

As early as 1754 large tracts of vacant lands could :be found only in the back 
settlements near the :rrountains. The British were eager to colonize t.~e area, 
and the then Governor of North carolina, Arthur Dobbs, wrote a letter to the 
Board of Trade on 24 August 1755, describing the area that had just :been 
designated Rowan County. He wrote: 

'Ihe Lands upon the Banks of Uwarry (present Randolph County, North caro
lina] are very good, but the hills soon rise :beyond it of the same kind of 
gravel, for 20 miles till I came near Abbotts Creek, which falls into the 
Yadkin, here the lands :began to improve, and :beyond it, to the Yadkin alx>ve 
7 miles, and all along the Yadkin, is very rich level ground, free from 
rocks or gravel, but all a rich dark red, and same inclining to yellow of 
the richest I.oams, here they sow barley, wheat, rye, oats, and have yards 
to stack it in. The Yadkin here is a large :beautiful river where is a 
ferry, It is nearly 300 yards over . . . At 6 miles distance I arrived at 
Salisbury the County town of Rowan the Town is but just laid out, the Court 
House built and 7 or 8 log Houses erected . . . 7 

Additionally, the German-speaking settlers followed other Palatines dawn the 
Wagon Road. 

Bishop August Gottlieb Spangen:berg had led a small group of fifteen men from 

7 William L. Saunders, ed., 'Ihe Colonial Records of North carolina, Vol. 
v, 1752-1759, p. 355. 
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Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, down the Wagon Road in October, 1753. After passing 
south of Augusta Courthouse (later staunton) , Spangenberg remarked on the bad 
condition of the road. But they finally reached North carolina and bought ( 
98, 985 acres of land from Lord Granville 1 s agents, the tract l:::Jeing naned 
Wachovia for the estate of Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, reviver of the 
Moravian faith in Austria. The land covered arout two-thirds of the present-
day county of Forsyth in North carolina, formed from the area that had l:::Jeen 
Rowan County. Spangenberg regarded the Wachovia tract "as a corner which the 
Lord has reserved for the Brethren." Within ten days they had cleared three 
acres of densely forested land and within five nonths were growing wheat, corn, 
potatoes, flax, cotton, tobacco, barley, rye, oats, millet, buckwheat, turnips, 
and pumpkins. Road to Salem, based on the autobiography of Anna catharina in 
1803 tells the story of the founding of Bethlehem and of catharina 1 s life there 
and in Wachovia. 

When the village of Bethabara was complete, they established a second 
village, named Bethania, and five years later the principal town, Salem, which 
since 1914 has l:::Jeen known as Winston-Salem. '!he constant journeys of the 
Moravians back and forth from Pennsylvania, except for the dangers of attacks 
by Indians, were considered a pleasant experience; and by 1772 Salem had become 
a prosperous settlement and a central market town. The Moravian villages of 
Friedberg and Friedland were soon established. 

All of the Gennan immigrants were by no means Moravian, of course; many who 
came dawn the Great Philadelphia Wagon Road were Lutheran and Reformed. 'Ihese 
groups had some similarities -- a COI!lilDn racial origin and language, plus the 
fact that their increase was largely due to new arrivals from Pennsylvania or 
Gennany. 

"'!hey were a motley group, those white Americans," said st. John de Crevecoe
ur, "composed of English, Scotch, Irish, French, Dutch, Germans, SWedes, 
. . . mel ted into a new race of men, whose larors and posterity caused great 
changes in the world." 

It is impossible to state with accuracy the number of German settlers in 
colonial North carolina. A. B. Faust, a leading authority, estimates the 
m.nnl:::Jer in 1775 at 8, 000. Governor [)::)bbs 's statement that the frontier families 
usually had from five to ten members each leads one to conclude that the German 
population of the province was probably as high as 15, 000. '!he 1790 census 
estimated that only 2. 9% of the North carolina population was GenTian, but it is 
likely that the "population experts" have l:::Jeen mislead by the Anglicizing and 
shortening of the German names. 

A traveler in 1783 descril:::Jed the Germans as "distinguished arove the other 
inhabitants for their industry and diligence in agriculture and the crafts 
. . . which is recognized by most of their fellow-citizens, but tempts very few 
to imitate. II 

Most of the Germans chose fertile farmlands, clustering close together to 
help each other with their sowing and reaping, their house-raisings, and their 
hog-killings. Reared as fanners, they quickly converted their small holdings 
into verdant fields of grain and tobacco and truck crops. From the Palitinate, 
they brought with them a practical knowledge of the use of manure in fertiliz
ing new or worn-outfields. They thriftily used the limestone and fieldstone 
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which they cleared from their acreage to build their homes and fences. Some 
were skilled craftsmen, mechanics, gunsmiths, shoemakers, papermakers, b.Itch-
ers, wogaon makers, cabinetmakers, wheelwrights, and tanners. They made ( 
splendid, law-abiding citizens, for the most part. They were not afraid nor 
ashamed of hard lal:or~ and were soon blessed with an abundance of everything 
which the fertile soil and temperature of North Carolina could furnish them. 
As they were all agriculturists, they generally avoided settling themselves in 
towns; uninfonned in the ways of the world, ignorant of the English language, 
and unacquainted with the shrev.dness necessary for merchandizing. Well-in-
fanned in their own language and well read in their Bibles and other books, 
they remained at their own country homes and churches and enriched themselves 
spiritually and econamically.8 

On their farms, livestock were allowed to graze on any land not fenced for 
tillage, but primarily in the woods and upland pastures. Animals were branded 
or otherwise marked and turned loose to fend for themselves. 'Ihe great 
attraction to this method of stock raising was that it used uncleared land to 
produce a commercial commodity that transported itself to distant markets. 
On 17 December 1766. MICKER ELLER recorded his mark, a hole in Each Ear & a 
Bol:JI'ail. JACXlB HAMM recorded his mark at the same time, a Half Peney out of 
the Under Side of Each Year & a Slit in each Year. 9 

'Ihe innnigrant always took with him something of his ethnic legacy, something 
of the old culture and life as a gift to the new land. And the new physical 
environment -- new soil, new climate, new resources - inexorably shaped the 
lifestyle of the transplanted people. 

When people move, they take with them cultural as well as material baggage, 
but they cannot take everything. New situations force them to create new tools ( 
and new institutions, building upon what they know, to meet the challenges of a 
new home. 'Ib migrate invariably means to oamble, to risk the family welfare as 
well as its cherished customs and beliefs.10 

'Ihe Lutherans eventually became the largest sect among the Germans in North 
carolina, and they settled over a wide area, in the present counties of Rowan, 
Guilford, cabarrus, stanl y, and Davidson. Friedan 's Lutheran Church was 
organized on the Haw River in what is now Guilford County, NC, as early as 
1745. A Lutheran Congregation was established in the early 1750s in Salisbury, 
North Carolina. Organ Church in Rowan County and St. Johns in cabarrus County 
were organized by 1755 and Christopher Rintleman and Christopher I.ayerle were 
sent to Europe to secure assistance for the North Carolina Lutherans. St. 
Paul 1 s in Alamance County, Philadelphia in Gaston County, St. Paul 1 s in 
catawba, Pilgrim in Davidson, and Cold Water in cabarrus were probably or
ganized before 1770. 

Family names of Lutherans in this section are those of Albright, Bast, Braun, 

8 Gotthardt D. Bernheim, D. D. , History of the German Settlements and the 
Lutheran Church in North and South Carolina ( 1872), p. 153. 

9 Rowan County Minutes of the Court of P& QS, Book 2: 665. 

10 Tyler Blethen and curtis Wood, Jr., From Ulster to Carolina (1983), p.l. 
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Agner, Propst, Bostain, Klein, Dreschler jTrexler, SeitzjSides, Reinhardt, 
Biber jBeaver, Derr jDarr jDry, Berger jBarrier, Behringer jBarringer, Heilig, 
Hartman, cauble, casper, OVercash, Blackwelder, Verble, and Eller. 'Ihe Ellers 
are mentioned in the early records of Organ Lutheran Church.11 

'Ihe German Reforrneds usually settled in the same comrmnunities as the lJ.Ither
ans, and the three oldest Reformed churches in North Carolina were Grace 
Reformed Church (later called IDwerstone) in Rowan, Leonard's Reformed Olurch 
(later called Pilgrim) and Beck's Reformed Church in the part of Rowan that 
became Davidson County. In 1768 the Reverend Samuel Suther, a native of 
switzerland, who had been teaching school in Philadelphia since 1739, became 
pastor of Grace Reformed Church in Rowan County. Many of the ear 1 y records of 
Germans in the area are recorded in the Diary of carl August Gottlieb Storch, 
published in the North carolina Genealogical Society Journal. 

Their names, corrupted in the court records by the Scots-Irish clerks and 
registers, pose fascinating problems for the genealogist. For example, one of 
my husband's Granville County, North carolina, ancestors, lJ.Idwig Rhei tweil, 
appears later in the Rowan County records as Lewis Redwine. Nicklaus Thormnen 
of Pennsylvania became the Closs Thompson of North Carolina's piedmont. The 
Wattenbergers of Pennsylvania became the Spargers of Surry County I North 
carolina. l.Drenz Schoenback.er who served in the Revolutionary vlar from 
Pennsylvania was the Lawrence Sh..imfxx:k of the 1790 Montgomery Cow1ty, North 
carolina, census. 

'Ihe Scots-Irish spelled these "Dutch" names as they heard them. :Karriker 
became Corriher and then cawyer. Some names were si.rnpl y translated into 
English. swartz became Black; Zimmerman became carpenter; Schneider became 
Taylor; Weiss became White; Stein became stone; Vogel became Bird; :Freitag 
became Friday; Gutbread became Goodbread, etc. 

Some names were shortened through usage. My friend, Reade Pickler, had 
difficulty with his lineage until he realized the surname of the immigrant 
ancestor was Blanketpickler. 

Some German names had several English translations. The children of Gotfreid 
Klein adopted the various surnames of Kline 1 Cline, Little, Short, and Small. 

Most frequently, the Phinelander adopted an English rendering of his name 
which closely preserved the original sound but sacrificed the German spelling. 
Diehl became Deal; Gantzler became cansler; Friedman became Freeman; Hambrecht 
became Hambright; Kuhn became Coon; Nantz became Nance, Schuffort became 
Shuford; Dotterer became Tutherow. 

Many German names were formed from occupations or places. Weber was weaver; 
Wagner was wagonmaker; Schultz was sheriff; Bauer was fanner; Kramer was 
shopkeeper; Metzger was butcher; Gerber was leatherworker; Fischer was fisher
man; Spengler was tinsmith; Zeigler was maker or user of brick and tile. 
Bat..mgartner was an orchard fanner; Brune, a well digger; Myers an overseer or 
farmer; and Boettger a barrel maker. The suffix "hammer" on Gennan names 
refers not to a tool, but to a dweller on pasture ground. 

11 Carl Hammer, Jr., Rhinelanders on tl1e Yadkin (1943, rpt.l965), p.32. 
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Records concerning the Eller family as recorded in starch's ~ are 
reproduced here: 12 

ELLER RffDRDS IN 'IHE ACCXlUNT 8(X)K OF PASIOR SIORCH 

Eller, An. Marg. 
Eller, catharina 

married Friedrich 
Eller, Christ. 
Eller, Christian 
Eller, Conr. 
Eller, Ev. 
Eller, Henry 
Eller, Jacob 
Eller, Mar. Elisab. 

Confirnations 

Peint Church 
PeintChurch 

Peint Church 
Peint Church 
Peint Church 
Organ Church 
PeintChurch 
Peint Church 
Peint Church 

Marriages 

Eller, Barb., married John. Leiroberger August 1805 
Eller, Cllist, wife buried 12 January 1800 

1793 
1791 

1793 
1791 
1796 
1794 
1793 
1793 
1791 

Eller, Christian, married Maria Elis. Donneyer September 1792 
Eller, Christ. , buried 4 May 1804 
Eller, Jac., hlried 16 November 1797 
Eller, Johannes, married Anna Maria Barbara Meyer 27 April 1790 
Eller, Joh. , wife buried November 1791 
Ellern, Anna Barbara, married Henrich Hess 6 August 1792 
Ellern, Maria Elis., married Peter Triess 20 July 1791 

Peint Olurch is also known as the Dutch Pine Meeting House or Union Lutheran 
Church. It is located five miles East of Salisbury on the Bringle Ferry Road, 
state road 1002. 

Organ Church is also known as Second Creek Church and is located ten miles 
south of Salisbury, west of Rockwell, on the road leading to Mt. Pleasant, 
state road 1006. 

*** 
Migration frequently leaves only a sketchy genealogical record. While the 

great sweep of events may be clear, the details are often lost in the confusion 
of movement. Many family histories remain incomplete, and often the names of 
those who came first are lost. Same peoples simply kept better records than 
others. 

Now, just as Augusta County, Virginia, had been created in 17 45 to bring 
government into that area where the population was burgeoning, Rowan county was 
established from Anson in March 1753 to supply government closer to the 
populous area that was developing as a result of tarffic down the Great Wagon 

12 ute-Ingrid Seidler, "The Account Book of Pastor Storch," in North 
Carolina Genealogical Society Journal, (Jo White Linn, ed.), Vol. 2 (1976): pp. 
30, 92. 
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Road into the piedmont section of North carolina. 

Salisbury, the cotmty seat of Rowan, was for twenty-three years the farthest 
west cormty seat in the colonies. Twenty-six cormties in North carolina and ( 
all of Tennessee were formed from the area that was once Rowan, where exist the 
earliest extant set of court records for all that area of North carolina, the 
records of Anson, Bladen, and New Hanover having been largely destroyed by 
courthouse fires. Rowan covered the entire northwestern quarter of the state 
of North carolina. 

Granville Proprietary 

In 1728, seven of the eight Lords Proprietors of carolina sold their lands 
back to the English Crown. One of the LDrds Proprietors declined to sell. 
John Carteret, known to his intimate friends, familiarly and briefly, as "Right 
Honourable John Earl Granville, Viscount carteret and Baron car+-..eret, of 
Hawnes, in the Cormty of Bedford, in the Kingdom of Great Britain, Lord 
President of his Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the 
Most Noble Order of the Garter" - Earl Granville was l:orn in 1691 and had 
inherited as a four-year-old, one-eighth of carolina, with rounds on the 
Virginia line on the north and the southern line of Rowan on the south. The 
strip of land was arnut sixty miles in depth, bounded by the Atlantic CCean on 
the east and the Pacific CX:ean on the west; it was roughly the upper half of 
present-day North carolina. Granville was given the right and title to all 
vacant lands, and his land agents granted the lands and collected the rents and 
fees in his name. He died in 1763, having never seen his North carolina 
lands. The land office was closed shortly thereafter, and the American 
Revolution intervened, wiping out all traces of feudalism, soccage, and 
quitrents. All the Granville properties were confiscated by the state. 

McCulloh Tracts 
To further complicate the matter of real estate in the colony of North 

carolina, Henry McCulloh, a merchant of LDndon, was granted in 1737 some 
1, 200, ODD acres of land, 4 75, ODD of which lay within the Granville proprie
tary. Ergo: one may expect to find roth Granville and McCulloh grants being 
issued in Rowan Cotmty to immigrants who came down the Great Philadelphia Wagon 
Road. McCulloh's grant to George Lanegan and Jacob Eller is dated 31 December 
1761, when they paid L20 sterling for 320 acres in Tract #9 on the Yadkin River 
on Granville's line.13 Christian Eller's McCulloh grant for 200 acres is dated 
1 January 1763 and lay in Tract #9.14 

On 10 April 1764 Jacob Brown and his wife Elizabeth (X) made a deed of lease 
and release to Melker Eller for 157 acres, part of a grant they had received 
from Lord Granville's agents in 1761.15 

'Ihe migration down the Great Wagon Road made Salisbury an important trading 

13 Rowan County Deed Book 5: 36. Robert Ramsey in carolina Cradle iden
tifies him as Jerg I..erntgen, p. 91, and suggests a probable association antedat
ing the move to North carolina. 

14 Rowan County Deed Book 5: 34 7. 

15 Rowan County Deed Book 5:463. 
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center almost immediately. Jeremiah Bailey, Edward Hughes, and Isaac Free 
applied for licenses in September 1753 to keep ferries across the Yadkin 
River. Edward Hughes was one of the first Justices of Rowan. Originally a 
Quaker from Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, where he had married Ann Zanes 
in 1734, Edward Hughes purchased a tract of land in the Valley of Virginia in 
December 1746 for b25 Pennsylvania money, on Wallings Creek, a branch of the 
North Shenandoah. 'Ihe records of Augusta County, Virginia, show he was still 
there in 1747, but he removed to the to Rowan County to Forks of the Yadkin 
with the Bryans and Boones in 1748. He \•Jas subsequently elected sheriff of 
Rowan in 1758. He lived to be alx:>ut 100 years old. 

But back to the ferries. Ferriage rates, set by the Court, were determined 
by the mnnber of wheels for coaches, chariots, chaires, and chaises, i.e. , 
eight pence per wheel. 

OUr enterprising Isaac Free was also granted a license to operate a tavern, 
as were Peter Aron, George Forbush, Benjamin Rounsavel, Jeremiah Baily, Edward 
Cusick, George Davidson, and many others. Tavern rates were also set by the 
Court. 

Between 1753 and 1755, ordinary licenses granted in Rowan mnnbere::i twenty-
four in the county and five in the town of Salisbury. Mind you, the village of 
Salisbury was then a small place consisting of scarcely more t.11an sixty 
families, and Rowan County, with all its vast terri tory, contained little more 
than five thousand people. With so many ordinaries per capita, one assumes 
there was a demand on the frontier for strong drink. 

Edward Cusick landed the license for the ordinary at the Court House. All 
spirituous liquors were six shillings per gallon. Dinner was eight po_nce.16 
No small wonder that on 9 October 1754 Samuel Beeson and Robert Tate were fined 
thirty shillings proclamation money for non-attendance at court as grand jurors 
and for being "Drunk after being Qualified for that purtXJSe. nl7 

Several stores in Salisbury supplied the frontier, and a shoe manufactory, 
prison, hospital, and anrory grew up there before the Revolution. Merchant 
John Mitchell in 1767 supplied Governor Tryon with a large quantity of goods to 
trade with the Indians; Mitchell had come from Cecil County, Maryland, down the 
Great Wagon Road.l8 

Another merchant, William Nisbet, sold Daniel Boone t'1e powder, shot, and 
yellow ribbon which he took on his trading missions to the Indian territories 
of Tennessee and Kentucky; the Nisbets had come from New Jersey down the Great 
Wagon Road prior to 1750. 

Governor Tryon wrote the B:Jard of Trade in England that more t.l"lan a thousand 

16 Rowan County Minutes of the Court of Pleas and Qua...rter Sessions, Book 
1:19, 21 Sept. 1753. 

17 Ibid., p. 52. 

18 James S. Brawley, 'Ihe Rowan Story ( 1953) , p. 55. 

-126-



· ?iAuJro.J 
• 

LE.'X t WqTot--l • 

~ETHArJtA. 
BE. il-l A6f:J... f'<A • 

SALEM 

PA. 

\/A . 

~.c. 

( 
-127-



( 

c· 

immigrants' wagons had passed through Salisbury in the fall and winter of 1765. 
1765 was the year Jacob Eller was naturalized in Rowan County. 

Forty miles to the south, the hamlet of Charlottesburg grew as quickly as 
Salisbury, it being the seat of the frontier connty of Mecklenburg, largely 
settled by Scots-Irish traders, many from Augusta County, Virginia. 

As it had done in Pennsylvania, the Great Wagon Road in the Carolinas and 
Virginia forced the Indians to move farther west. Historian carl Bridenbaugh 
has pointed out that on this narrow-rutted, intercolonial thoroughfare coursed 
a relentless procession of horsemen, footmen, and pioneer families "with horse, 
wagon, and cattle. " 

Riding along the Great Wagon Road in the decade before the American Revolu
tion, visitors from Europe expressed amazement at the rapid growth of the 
interior. Stretched from Philadelphia to Georgia were endless farms, punctua
ted by an occasional fort, tavern, or village. By 1765, most of the road was 
cleared to accomodate horse-drawn vehicles. To maintain the road, county 
courts appointed "overseers" and "viewers" who were responsible for keeping up 
segments of the thoroughfare at the county expense. 'Ib fill the holes and lay 
gravel over last year's mud, farmers were employed in the fall, after they had 
gathered their crops. Christian Eller was appointed as a overseer of the road 
in Rowan on 7 February 1772; the appointment is recorded in the Rowan County 
Minutes of the Court of Pleas and Quarter sessions.19 The same year Christian 
Eller was appointed Constable for the Grand Jury. 20 He served as the ad
ministrator for a number of Rowan County estates. He frequently served on the 
Rowan County juries. 

Besides wagoners and packhorse drivers, the Great Road in surmner swarmed with 
drovers, who smelled of the barnyard, leading and driving livestock to market, 
aided by vigilant shepherd dogs. The usual traveler went on foot, carrying 
provisions in a pack over his shoulder. 

Entire families sometimes rode horseback along the road to settle a new farm 
or to found a new church. And as the Great Philadelphia Wagon Road grew longer 
and wider, so did the Conestoga wagon, ultimately reaching a length of twenty-
six feet and a height of eleven feet. 

In the Wagon Road's early days, Philadelphia was the market for most lives
tock. However, the growth of upland market towns in Virginia and the carolinas 
gradually dimished the drovers' journeys to the City of Brotherly love. The 
towns that had originally been way stations for travelers eventually became 
trading centers: lancaster, Winchester, Salisbury, and camden. 

Few passes cut through the Appalachians, and those that did were obscured by 
the dense growth of pines and hardwoods which covered the mountain faces. The 
passes were known to the Indians v..no found them by otserving the course v.nich 

19 Rowan County Minutes of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Book 
3:324. 

20 Ibid., p. 3J7a. 
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the eagles followed across the mountains; the white men were slow to find these 
gaiS. 

Many nationalities joined in making the new society on the frontier land of ( 
America. The British -influence predominated, supplying the language, the law, 
the religion, the culture, the training in self--goverrnnent, even the very 
political theory that led to the overthrow of British rule. Yet everything 
subtly altered after the transatlantic passage. Nor was the frontier the only 
agency of Americanization. The new land moved through a series of historic 
stages; or, rather, history iiilpJsed a succession of over lapping tasks on the 
men and women that settled on the new continent. Each task created its own 
agendum, its own set of priorities for the evolving nation. Each new agendum 
determined haw the American people allocated their attention, their resources 
and their hopes during each historic stage. And each agendum further modified 
old ideas and institutions, and, on occasion, invented new ones, thereby 
developing a distinctive American order of life. 

This process of adaptation widened the American deviation from Europe, 
fostered impulses of separatism, and thereby led to another historic task: the 
achievement of nationhood. In the last quarter of the 18th Century, when 
travel and communication were slow and larorious, Americans faced the challenge 
of converting thirteen colonies with local concerns and local loyal ties into a 
democratic republic with national identity, national loyalty, and a national 
government. 'Two great doctnllel1ts -- the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution -- crystalized the American creed. It would not have been 
possible without the qualities exemplified in the early American explorers.21 

After the opening of the CUmberland Gap Road, i.e., the Wilderness Road, and 
after Daniel Boone penetrated into Kentucky in 1769, later leading the first ( 
band of settlers across the CUmberland Gap about the time of the Revolution, 
creating a new west, the older settlements in Georgia and the Carolinas that 
once bordered the western frontier were left far behind. Much of the former 
traffic was deflected, but the Wagon Road continued to grow in iiilpJrtance. 'I'he 
great years of the Deep South's development were yet to come. 'Ihe ancient path 
that led through the Carolinas into Georgia would continue to lead to green 
lands and golden opportunity. The Great Philadelphia Wagon Road would grow 
with the years, becoming in our lifetimes a part of the interstate highway 
system. 

21 Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. , The Almanac of American History, ( 1983) , 
p. 8. 
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John L. Eller 

Early Life 

Born March 20, 1939, u; SpartanlJUI"!,' Count\ , 
SC, the elder of two sunb. 
Graduated from Greer Scn·ior P.i~l": c...dtocl, 
Class of 1957. 
Reporter-photographer for the Greer Hi~h 

Times. 

Education 

Schools 

Southwest Mo. State Univ. 
Toledo Bible College 
Alabama Bible College 
Trinity Theological Seminary 

Ministry 

Evangelist, 1953-63 (250 crusades) 
(Ordained 1957, 1963) 

Degrees 

Bachelor of Arts 
Master of Arts 
Doctor of Religious Education 
Doctor of Theology (summa cum laude) 

Pastor, A/G, Rector, AR, 1963 (Cong: 75) 
Pastor, lst A/G, Valley Park, MO (St. Louis Co.), 1964-69 (Cong: 125) 
Pastor, A/G, Thayer, MO, 1969-70 (Cong: 160) 
Director Youth & Education (D-CAP), Southern Missouri District 

(400 churches), 1970-73 
Pastor, 1st A/G, Milan, TN, 1973-76 (Cong: 280) 
Pastor, 1st A/G, Hannibal, MO, 1977-81 (Cong: 475) 
Interim Pastor, 1st A/G, Poplar Bluff, MO, June, 1981 (Cong: 275) 
Pastor A/G, Galen.::1, KS, 1981-3~ (Cong: ](JQ) 

?astur lst A/G, Grt?(:I: ·rurt;,st, 1\1~, l":H:\4 - pre~t.:ut (Cong: 300) 

Positions 

National Royal Rangers CounciJ, 1968 - present 
Presbyter, Southern Ni!:-:souri, 1':!70-73 
National Sunday Scheel Comn:itteL, 1971-75 
Committee on Advance (~atiun~l), 1972 
Gulf Regional Youth CJ;,::,j rman, 1973 
National Bible Quizmaste-r, 1070-73 
Departmental Editor, ~ational A/G Men's Department, 1974-78 
President, Hilan !-lin.;t.'cr.·~ .•.L•r·:·iati(lr,, 1976 
Presbyter, Tennessee l 'su·j,r, -:...97f:-77 
State Director, Tennl:'.···c-L ~l"!J 1 '- llL-p:lrt.mtmt, lCJ76-77 
President (Supt.), fj r.= l :\::-."'"il.hl v Chr lstian Schools of Hannibal, 

1977-81 (225 students) 
President, Galena Mir.:i -;L·-ric, ~ ,\] 11 anc.:e, 1lJ32-84 
President, Green For·":- :-~'::ct. 1 i ·l :\llic.n,L, 1986- present 
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RESUME 
John L. Eller 
page 2 

Honors 

Doctor of Literature (honorary), Bodkin Bible Institute 
Doctor of Humanities (honorary), Bethany Bible College 
Doctor of Divinity (honorary), Covington Theological Seminary 
Honorary Tribal Chief, Western Band of Cherokee Indians (Oklahoma) 
Who's Who in Religion in the United States (current) 

Achievements & Special Interest::; 

Author of numerous books (some published by GPH), and hundreds of 
articles appearing in The Pentecostal Evangel, Paraclete, Advance, 
Faith Journal, The Presbyterian Journal, High Adventure, etc. 

Composer of more than 150 Gospel songs. Many published by Tennessee 
Music & Printing Co., GPH, and others. 

Four years experience as superintendent of Christian schools, 
acquainted with A Beka Book, A.C.E., and Alph-Omega curriculums; 
five years experience as Camp Director; fifteen years experience 
as a radio speaker; numerous TV appearances and promotions. Exper
ience in administration, church growth and management, and public 
relations. 

Since 1972, have handled media relations for national meetings 
sponsored by the Assemblies of God Men's Department, working directly 
with CBS, NBC Today, and Paul Harvey News. Handled pr~ss releases 
and promos with most of the major newspapers in the United States. 

Since 1985, have been a member of the cast of America's Ill outdoor 
drama, The Great Passion Play in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 

Family 

Married the former Bonnie M. Ruble of St. Louis, MO, an ordained 
minister in her own right, on July 6, 1963. Bonnie is a member of 
the Piano Teachers Guild of Ame~ica, and plays numerous instruments. 
She earned her B.A. from Alabama Bible College, and her M.A. from 
Alaga Theological Seminary. She is a certified public school 
teacher in Missouri and Kansas. She has directed orchestras, choirs, 
worked as church secretary, and served as District Missionettes 
Coordinator for Southern Missouri. 

Our children are: Johna Marie, age 16, a Gifted & Talented 
student who has been Children's Church Director two (2) years; 
Jeanie, age 12, also Gifted & Talented. John David, age 11, plays 
drums and basketball. 
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From: State Journal, Lincoln, NE 22 May with his garden and flowers. 
1940: 

l.C. ELLER DIES AT AGE 91 

Eighth of Family of Fifteen. Was resi
dent of Blair since 1880 

FORMER LEGISLATOR CLERK AND JUDGE 

!.C. Eller, well known and highly re
spected citizen of this county, died at 
the home of his daughter, Mrs. Harry 
Morris, of Blair on December 1st after a 
residence here of sixty-four years. 

Judge Eller was born in Iowa on December 
17, 1853, and came to Blair in 1660. He 
studied law with an elder brother, IHI
liam Eller, and was admitted to the bar 
in 1663 and immediately began practic
ing. 

On November 3rd, 1666, he was married to 
Miss Ella E. Kemp and to them three 
children were born, two daughters and 
one son. The son passed away in child
hood. The daughters are Mrs. Harry Mor
ris of Blair and Mrs. R.J. Roush of Des 
Moines, Iowa, who with five grandchil
dren and three great grandchildren sur
vive. 

In his early career, Judge Eller showed 
himself to be strictly honorable in his 
business dealings and gained the public 
trust which carried him into various 
public offices which he filled with 
great satisfaction to his constituents 
and with credit to himself. 

He served as Clerk of the District Court 
for eight years and then resumed the 
practice of law. He as appointed as 
C I erk of the Court and again took the 
office in 1906 and filled out the vacan
cy by the death of Theodore Ha II er. He 
was again elected in 1910 but soon after 
resigned to be appointed as County Judge 
which place he filled until he retired 
from active work. 

For the past several years he has lived 
quietly and has put in much of his time 

In his passing, Blair has lost a good 
citizen; one who never compromised on 
any subject but I i ved and acted accord
ing to his conscience. But he had lived 
his life - a life of activity and use
fulness -one filled with honor to him
self and his friends with long point to 
his record as an example well worthy of 
emulation. 

Funeral services were held on Sunday af
ternoon at the Congregational Church 
with Rev. Watson F. Lewis officiating, 
and interment was made in the Blair 
cemetery. 

RAILROAD SERVICE VETERAN RETIRES 

Otis R. Eller, Oldest Record Employe in 
Division in Three States 

Otis R. Eller;, assistant chief clerk of 
the railway mail service, Lincoln dis
trict, put down his pen and closed his 
desk in the federal building for the 
last time Tuesday. He had been continu
ously in the service since Nov. 24, 
1693, and upqn the effective date of his 
retirement, J)JIY 31, will have served 46 
years:;and ~months. His annual leave
and his last one - commenced after busi
ness Tuesday. He retires at the age of 
70. 

His plans for the future are indefinite. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eller will visit their 
children in Kansas City, Chicago and New 
York and probably will spend next winter 
in Southern California. 

Extremely popular with all men of the 
service, Mr. Eller was surprised Tuesday 
afternoon when upward of 40 railroad 
clerks of the Lincoln district walked in 
on him. J. M. Craig, Council Bluffs, 
president of the 14th divisioon, rai I way 
clerks, made it a point to be present. 
An immense bouquet of red roses rested 
upon his desk and a fine watch, token of 
affection held for him by all the clerks 
of his district, was presented by E. P. 
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Drake for a host of associates. 

Mr. Eller was appointed substitute rail
way postal clerk on Nov. 24, 1693, run
ning between Omaha and Ogden on the Un
ion Pacific. His next run was Long Pine 
to Deadwood on the Northwestern. In 1900 
he was transferred to what was then the 
Pacific Junction to Denver run, on the 
Burlington. 

After several promotions he became in 
1914 assistant chief clerk of the Lin
coln district. In 1917 he voluntarily 
returned to the road as clerk in charge 
of the run from Omaha to Denver. On 
Oct. 1, 1925, he was promoted to chief 
clerk of the rai I way mai 1 service, sue
ceding John M. Butler. He served in 
that capacity until 1933 and has since 
held the position of assistant chief 
clerk. 

In point of service, Mr. Eller is senior 
man of the 14th division comprising Ne
braska, Wyoming, and Colorado. 

THOMAS ARNOLD ELLER 

Another long-time resident of this va
cinity was taken from us 
Sunday when T. A. Eller passed to his 
reward. Stricken with paralysis on 
March 13th, followed by a. second stroke 
on the following Tuesday, Mr. Eller's 
condition became daily worse until Death 
released him from all suffering. 

Thomas Arno I d E II er, son of Harvey and 
Mary Caro I i ne Vannoy E II er, was born on 
September 12, 1659, at Competine, Iowa, 
and departed this life on March 26, 
1937, at his home in Stratton, Nebraska, 
at the age of 77 years, 6 months and 16 
days. 

He was united in marriage on September 
22, 1661 to Alice Caroline Phelps of Ot
tumwa, Iowa, and, to this union seven 
children were born, namely: Alden R., 
Ira B., Ella Phelps, Stella Mae, Vernon 
T., Cleveland H., and John H. Ira died 
in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eller moved from Competine, 
I ow a to C 1 ay Center, Nebraska, in Novem
berk 1663. From C 1 ay Center they moved 
to a farm five miles east of Stratton in 
1903, and from the farm into Stratton in 
1913. Mrs. Eller passed to her reward 
on September 30, 1930. 

Mr. Eller lived continuously in Stratton 
with the exception of two years resi
dence in Farson, Iowa. 

On November 4, 1931, Mr. Eller was unit
ed in marriage to Miss Lavona Scott of 
Farson, Iowa, she having passed away on 
February 21, 1933. 

The marriage of Mr. Eller to Mrs. Ma.ry 
V. Buffington of Stratton, occurred on 
May 15, 1935. She preceded him to her 
heavenly home only five weeks ago. 

Mr. Eller was converted to Christ when a 
young man and united with the Baptist 
church. He united with the Stratton 
Christian Church in October 1911 and had 
always been a faithful member and effi
cient worker in the church. He was un
swerving in his loyalty to Christ, un
compromisingly opposed to all evil, 
scholarly in his understanding and in
terpretation of the Holy scriptures, and 
not only a Christian in word but in deed 
and truth. He wi II be remembered as one 
of Stratton's staunchest defenders of 
the Christian faith. It seemed very fit
ting that this gallant Christia.n should 
be called into the presence of Christ on 
Easter Day, hallowed as it is with the 
great fact of our Lord's resurrection. 

Mr. Eller was a very devoted husband and 
father. He lived an exemplary life be
fore his family and maintained a home 
that was beautifully Christian. He wi II 
be remembered for great kindness to fam
ily and neighbors. Even strangers found 
in him a friend and helper in times of 
need. 

Sorrowing loved ones are his four sons: 
Alden R. of Trenton: Vernon T., Cleve
land H. and John H. Eller of Stratton: 
two daughters, Mrs. Ella Owens and Mrs. 
Stella Hartman, of Statton: three broth
ers and one sister, T.C. Eller of Blair, 
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Nebraska, Mrs. Maratha Dickens of rar
son, Iowa, J.H. Eller of Clay Canter Ne
braska, and O.R. Eller of Lincoln, Ne
braska, the latter two being present at 
the funeral; eleven grandchi ldran, all 
of whom were ab I a to be present at the 
funeral excepting Kenneth H. Eller of 
Pony, Montana. Besides these he wi II be 
greatly missed by many other relatives, 
friends and neighbors. 

0. R. ELLER. 

Additional Information: 

Funeral services ware conducted Tuesday, 
March 30, at 1:30 p.m. from Stratton 
Methodist Church, Rev. Marion Hi II offi
ciating, assisted by E.H. Hinkle. Inter
ment was made in Rose Hill Cemetery 

To the breaved ones the News extends 
condolence. 

I. C.•, ELLER ·" 

0. R. (Otis Reader) Eller pp. 249-251 James W. Hook, 1957 
Thomas Arnold Eller pp. 226-231 II II II II 

I. C. (Israel Curtis) Eller pp. 218-221 II II II II 

( Thanks to Bethel Stolte, Eloise Morris Sperati and Hyrrel Baldwin for 
above information on these three sons of Harvey Eller of Wilkes Co., N.C. 
and Wapello Co., Iowa •••• Eds.) 
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FROM: JOYCE D. McNEIL, SEC./TREAS., WILKES GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY, INC., P.O. BOX 1629, NORTH WILKESBORO, NC 28659 

Reprinting of THE HERITAGE BOOK OF WILKES COUNTY, published 
in 1982. 403 of 518 pp. consist of family histories. Orders 
postmarked before Nov. 30, 1989- $45.00 plus tax and $2.90 
postage, if applicable. Orders after Nov. 30, 1989- $50.00 
plus tax and $2.90 postage, if applicable. Many other books 
published by the Society are available; Membership is 
invited. Dues for 1989 are $7.50; will increase to $10.00 in 
1990. Genealogical and family history informatin is 
solicited for a second volume of THE HERITAGE BOOK; contact 
Joyce at above address for details on any of these matters. 

From: MICHAEL A. REESE, P.O. BOX 42298, HOUSTON, TX 77242 
The book announced May 18, 1988 <Vol. II, No. 3, The Eller 
Chronicles, p. 86b) With chapters pertaining to Henry and 
David Eller of Union Co., N.C., sons of Peter Eller, Jr. of 
Wilkes Co., NC, is expected to be published soon. <Eds. Mr. 
Reese is doing this book for Mr. David Eller, President of 
Granada Corp. whom we hope to publish biographical 
information in a future issue. Estimated cost about $30.00 
plus shipping charges. Orders are being taken at above 
address or Telephone: 1-800-231-2183. 

SOCIETY OF ROWAN COUNTY, N.C., P.O. 
N.C. THE HERITAGE OF ROWAN COUNTY, 
be published. Submission deadline: 

FROM: THE GENEALOGICAL 
~ox 5305, Salisbury, 
VOLUME I~ 1990 to 
November 20, 1989. 
mater·ial. 

Write for guidelines for submitting 

~· ... 
~ ~ ®{t ~ ... 

~ • t" • 

~ ~ ~ !fit ~ 
,.. c 

" 
Quilt by Mary Caroline Vannoy Eller (~823-1904), . w~fe of 
Harvey Eller <1819-1906) and~ of their"Gr. Ganddchildren. 
L-R: Lynn Eller, Dorothy VaughG~ Bethel St~lte, Carleton 
Sperrat 1 , Myrr~l Baldwin~ & Elo1se Sperrati <who owns the 

guilt> 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Mary Eller Agner 
Rt. 10, Box 795 
Salisbury, NC 28144 

c. Myrrel Baldwin 
20 Windihill Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601 

Margaret R. Barker ** 
1415 w. Ball Road #120 
Anaheim, CA 92802 

Jo T. Basden 
221 Merkle Drive 
Norman, OK 73069 

Fred c. Bean 
Rt. 1, Box 109 
Denton, NC 27239 

Jacob Bean 
P.O. Box 1325 
Denton, NC 27239 

Patricia Beck ** 
1406 Lincolnton Road 
Salisbury, NC 28144 

Bob Berchtold ** 
276 Belfry Highway 
Cody, WY 82414 

Sally Binsfeld ** 
925 34th Ave. No. 
St. Cloud, MN 56303 

Iris c. Britton ** 
303 Tanglewood Drive 
Fredricksburg, TX 78624 

Marwin Brubaker ** 
5532 Kiva Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95841 

Jeanne E. Cable ** 
8538 San Pedro Pkwy 
Dallas, TX 75218 

Lila Eller Carey ** 
922 Helm St. 
Logansport, IN 46947 

Nancy Carr ** 
Rt. 2, Box 366 
Lexington, OK 73051 

1 AUGUST 1989 
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Zandra Eller Casey ** 
P. o. Box 194 
Currituck, NC 27929 

Jerri E. Cathey ** 
225 Lucerne Lane 
Winston-Salem, NC 27104 

Susan Chandler ** 
417 Kenwood Ave. 
Medford, OR 97501 

Mary D. Clamp ** 
2219 Condor Ave. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 

Mrs. Randolph Currin, Jr ** 
402 Keith Hill Road 
Lillington, NC 27546 

Katherine Eller Dance ** 
P. O. BOx 545 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 

Velva Gay Dougherty ** 
14910 s. E. 43rd 
Bellevue, WA 98006-2408 

Linda Downing ** 
P.O. Box 1137 
Clovis, CA 93612 

Margie E. Drye ** 
P. o. Box 331 
Badin, NC 28009 

Mattie E. Drye 
709 Archer Road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

Ora Lee Eckerle ** 
Rt. #2, Box 460 
Sutton's Bay, MI 49682 

A William Eller ** 
370 Upham St. 
Lakewood, CO 80226 

Rev. Benjamin Lee Eller 
Rt. 3, Box 137 
Union, SC 29379 

Bill J. Eller ** 
6509 A Sayle st. 
Greenville, TX 75401 



Billy Eugene Eller 
Box 463 USNAS 
FPO. NY 09523 

Byron Harlie Elle~ ** 
6507 Jack Hill Drive 
Oroville, CA 95966 

Neal & Louise Eller ** 
2932 Homeway Drive 
Beavercreek, OH 45385-5709 

Mrs. Catherine M. Eller 
Rt. 1, Box 122 
Ferguson, NC 28624 

Charlene Eller ** 
3617 N. Grand E., #90 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Charles Eller 
101 Wedgewood Lane 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

Charles V. Eller ** 
RR 4, Box 305 
Moundsville, WV 26041 

David B. Eller ** 
1245 Lennoxshire Drive 
Elgin, IL 60123 

David G. Eller 
P.O. Box 42298 
Houston, TX 77242-2298 

David Hugh Eller 
P.O. Box 968 
Robbinsville, NC 28771 

Dwight E. Eller ** 
1416 E. Kleindale 
Tucscon, AZ 85719 

Ed Dillard Eller 
Rt. 1, Box 47 
Granville, TN 38564 

Eldon Eugene Eller ** 
25381 Champlain 
Laguna Hills, CA 92653 

RAdm. Ernest Eller, Ret.** 
2 Kent Road, Wardour 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

~ 
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Esther L. Eller ** 
7)5 E. Montgomery 
Staunton, IL 62088 

Georg Eller ** 
Bannzaunerweg 7 
6530 Bingen 1 
West Germany 

Gerald V. Eller ** 
5900 N.W. Raidal Apt. 101 
Omaha, NE 68104 

Geraldine Crill Eller 
500 N. Emerson #307 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Gordon Michael Eller ** 
2203 Greenridge Drive 
Marietta, GA 30060 

Dr. Harlan L. Eller ** 
1279 E. First Ave, Suit E 
Chico, CA 95926 

Harold Leo Eller ** 
May 1 to Oct. 1 
810 Old Coach Road 
Hermitage, TN 37076 

Oct. 1 to May 1 
180 Pleasant Wood Drive 
West Palm Beach, FL 33414 

Harold S. Eller ** 
694 No. 32nd St. 
Springfield, OR 97478 

Henry R. Eller ** 
So. 4235 Driftwood Drive 
Spokane, WA 99206 

Herbert Eller 
1234 Wien 
Anton Freunschlag-Gasse 53-57 
Austria 

Herbert Eller ** 
P. o. Box 10131 
Atlanta, GA 30319 

H. Bryan Eller ** 
P.O. Box 788 
Marion, VA 24354 

( 

( 
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J. Burton Eller, Jr. 
1021 Arlington Blvd. #311 
Arlington, VA 22209 

J. Gerald Eller ** 
Rt. 2, Box 145-D 
Whittier, NC 28789 

James Clifton Eller, Sr. 
1290 Peck St. 
Wasilla, AK 99687 

James T. Eller ** 
Box 25-17 
N.A.S. Adak, AK 
F.P.O. Seattle, WA 98791 

Jesse B. Eller 
P. 0. Box 742 
Tulare, CA 93275 

Joe c. Eller ** 
14331 Carol Crest 
Houston, TX 77079 

Dr. John Eller ** 
P. 0. Box 741 
Springdale, AR 72765 

John c. Eller ** 
245 Oak Ave. Apt. #714 
Sebring, FL 33870 

Comm. John C. Eller ** 
250 I Ave. 
Coronado, CA 92118 

Kathryn Eller 
123 Second Ave. #202 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 

Kenneth R. Eller 
Rt. 1, Box 197 
Catawbe, NC 28609 

Lowell F. Eller 
678 Diamond Road 
Salem, VA 24153 

Lynn Eller 
42 28th St. N.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30309 

Margaret w. Eller 
576 College Hill Dr. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
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Peter McNeill Eller ** 
9909 Hunters Run Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45242-5448 

Waymon Dewey Eller ** 
9 Wonda-View Court 
Asheville, NC 28806 

Ralph N. Eller ** 
Rt. 2, Box 304 
Moundsville, WV 26041 

Raymond Eller ** 
344 So. Serrano #6 
Los Angeles, CA 90030 

Robert C. Eller 
1822 Barkley Road 
Statesville, NC 28677 

Robert Cadwell Eller ** 
13710 E. 30th 
Spokane, WA 99216 

Ronald D. Eller ** 
198 Woodwind Ct. 
Nicholasville, KY 40356 

Roy D. Eller ** 
578 Hwy. 29 North 
Lawrenceville, GA 30245 

Ted W. Eller ** 
801 So. Spruce St. 
Knoxville, Iowa 50138 

R. Vance Eller ** 
550 Fox Hollow Lane 
Salisbury, NC 28144 

Vernard M. Eller ** 
2448 Third St. 
La Verne, CA 91750 

Vernon P. Eller ** 
400 Moss Lane 
Franklin, TN 37064 

Walton G. Eller, Sr. ** 
500 Mission St. East 
Crowley, TX 76036 

William L. Eller ** 
2056 S.E. GrandView Ct. 
Milwaukie, OR 97267 



Calvin W. Evans ** 
201 E. State Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 

Thomas Wm. Flanagan, Jr. ** 
Townsend Mill 
Young Harris, GA 30582 

Dr. Gary G. Fletcher ** 
7309 So. Xanthis Way 
Englewood, CO 80112 

Madeline E. Fletcher ** 
1908 Sequoia 
Fort Collins, CO 80825 

Rachel D. Flora 
154 No. Main St. 
Camden, OH 45311 

Marlena A. French ** 
c/o J. H. Bonbright 
7201 East 8th Ave. 
Denver, CO 80220 

Daniel A. Gillis ** 
1928 Sierra Drive 
Lewisville, TX 75067 

Marjorie E. Godfrey ** 
P. 0. Box 871 
Black Mountain, NC 28711 

Henry Ray Goodman ** 
112 No. Brookwood Ave. 
Rockingham, NC 28379 

Winnie Mae Green ** 
2302 Crosby Park Blvd. 
Lawton, OK 73505 

Dr. Ronald B. Hales ** 
45-955 Kam Hwy Suite 406 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 

Jack B. Hall 
4620 Devonshire Road 
Richmond, VA 23255 

Marialese Eller Hanson ** 
1320 Walnut Ave. 
Oakdale, CA 95361 

Cathie Hargreaves ** 
124 Larch 
Saginaw, MI 48602 
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John c. Harper 
713 So. !one St. 
Kennewick, WA 99336 

Ruby Eller Harrell ** 
Rt. 3, Box 665 
Ridgeway, VA 24148 

Edora Eller Harris ** 
311 So. Mulberry 
Cherryville, NC 28021 

Becky Hefner ** 
2400 s. E. 9th st. 
Mineral Wells, TX 76067 

Eva G. Heidecker ** 
P.O. Box 309 
Rock Creek, OH 44084 

Mrs. Lou Herrington ** 
600 Dennis Drive 
DeSoto, TX 75115 

Elfreda E. Holmes ** 
84 Holmes road 
Tonasket, WA 98855 

Jeanne E. Hubbard 
34 Cloverdale Drive 
Arden, NC 28704 

Mary Jo Eller Jones ** 
R t. 15, Box 212 
Hickory, NC 28602 

Phyllis B. Jones 
509 E. Moore Ave. 
Gilbert, AZ 85234 

Doris Eller Jordan ** 
Box 36 
Rockwell, NC 28138 

Wilbur c. Julian ** 
2215 Westfield Ave. 
Winston-Salem, NC 27103 

Natalie Eller Kesler 
Rt. 10, Box 992 
Salisbury, NC 28144 

Elise P. Kidd ** 
4800 Red River 
Austin, TX 78751 
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Dr. Elgin P. Kintner ** 
1314 Turnberry Lane 
Maryville, TN 37801 

Carol Ann Kirby ** 
11 Ardmore Sq,. N.W. 
Atlanta GA 30309 

Anna Marie Laurich ** 
1412 Wayne St. 
Barberton, OH 44203 

Lauren C. Liggett 
20058 So. Pecos Valley Tr. 
Katy, TX 77449 

Lillie E. Ligon 
5299 Lebanon Road 
Old Hickory, TN 37138 

Buddy Lovette** 
Rt. 2, Box 284 
Moravian Falls, NC 

Edith D. Lyle ** 

28654 

15900 E. 45th Place 
Independence, MO 64055 

Charlotte E. Marshall ** 
605 S. E. Park Ave 
Corvallis, OR 97333 

Charles E. Martin ** 
74 w. Floyd Ave. 
Dayton, OH 45415 

Mrs. Jean w. Matthews ** 
11438 Seabrook Way 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Susan Mauery ** 
Rt. 2, Box 48 
Potlatch, ID 83855 

Ted M. Miller 
1600 Mt. Vernon Road 
Woodleaf, NC 27054 

Hildred E. Millsaps ** 
P. 0. Box 316 
Robbinsville, NC 28771 

Mrs. Eve Moore ** 
2362 Valley West Drive 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
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Mona Morgan ** 
1060 Capella Drive 
Tavares, FL 32778 

Joseph M.E. Murphy ** 
RD 3, Box 895 
Mansfield, PA 16933-9534 

Ken McCall ** 
3700 N. w. Harrison 
Corvallis, OR 97330 

Mrs. Lois McLendon ** 
Rt. 3, Box 686 
Broken Arrow, OK 74014 

Joyce D. McNeil 
Rt. 3, Box 27 
Wilkesboro, NC 28697-9403 

Prof. Dr. K. Napp-Zinn ** 
Gyrhofstr. 15 
D-5000 Koln 41 
West Germany 

Mrs. Dorothy Newbold ** 
P.O. Box 507 
Ball Ground, GA 30107 

J. B. Nichols 
Rt. 1, Box 1526 
Young Harris, GA 30582 

Keith Nonemaker ** 
211 Market 
Cumberland, PA 17070 

Clarine E. Pitts ** 
1244 Keffield St. 
Roanoke, VA 24019 

Becky Perry ** 
596 7 S. E. 12 2nd 
Portland, OR 97236 

Janine Eller Porter ** 
1209 Fernwood Ct. 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814 

Debra Lynn Rentz ** 
1033 Tyler 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

Leetha T. Renwick ** 
P. 0. Box 42 
Badger, CA 93603 



Janet Ann Rice ** 
24 Church Road 
Brownsburg, IN 46112 

Luther Eugene Roberts ** 
16871 Clinton Ave. 
San Leandro, CA 94578 

Belle E. Rogers ** 
P. o. Box 33 
Robbinsville, NC 28771 

Marion Ross ** 
721 Park Drive 
Bakersfield, CA 93306 

Juanita Ruetz ** 
Rt. 5 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 

Kathleen Ann Schoen ** 
P. o. Box 162 
Connell, WA 99326 

Loveta Schweers 
425 Pinehurst Ave. 
Salisbury, MD 21801-6114 

Evelyn E. Selle 
175 Eller Road 
Rockwell, NC 28138 

Louise Slaughter ** 
P. o. Box 433 
Robbinsville, NC 28771 

Inez Eller Smith ** 
34755 Row River Road 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

Lana L. Smith ** 
34755 Row River Road 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

Gladys E. Smolinski ** 
1565 Highland 
Clarkston, WA 99403 

Eloise M. Sperati 
23 Mustang Acres 
Parkersburg, WV 26104 

Viola Stangl ** 
Rt. 5, Box 70 
Pierz, MN 56364 
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Mrs. Clarice~. Stanley ** 
605 Vine Street 
Martins Ferry, OH 43935 

Bethel J. Stolte ** 
Rt. 1, Box 19 
Ludell, KS 67744 

Lowanna E. Stratton ** 
P. o. Box 302 
Robbinsville, NC 28771 

Jerry A. Taylor 
P.O. Box 101 
Young Harris GA 

Judy K. Toy ** 
P. o. Box 337 
Howe, IN 46746 

30582-0101 

Peggy A. Troutman ** 
Rt. 10, Box 799 
Salisbury, NC 28144 

Mildred Van Orden ** 
633 Village Green Parkway 
Newport News, VA 23602 

Dorothy E. vaughn 
18 Lafitte Circle 
No. Little Rock, AR 72116 

Jewell Eller Walker 
Rt. 3, Box 338 
Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

Velma noxon Wilcox ** 
7907 Nicholson Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132 

Peggy Wilson 
10419 Adel Road 
Oakton, VA 22124 

Jimmie Eller Winecoff 
7735 Hwy 152 East 
Rockwell, NC 28138 

Otis Wood 
3306 Merritt Road 
Mashalltown, Iowa 50158 
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To: EFA members and all who attended the Salisury Conference. 
From: The Board of Directors and Officers of the ELLER 
FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

We take this opportunity to thank you for your attendance at 
the Salisbury Conference and for your support of the EFA. 
We hope each of you returned horne with a greater knowledge 
and appreciation of the Eller families of the the United 
States and Germany. We especially hope you acquired a 
higher level of enthusiasm for the EFA and will continue to 
spread the word about the Association and the Conferences 
among members of your Eller family line. Please understand 
and explain to others, the the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION in no 
way wishes to compete with family reunions already in 
existence. In fact, we wish to support and encourage all 
such efforts. 

Plans for the 1991 EFA Conference are under way! The early 
announcement of date and place of the next conference will 
make it possible for you to schedule vacations, contact family 
members and make plans to get together at these ELLER FAMILY 
CONFERENCES to be held every other year (odd numbered years in 
July). Start a new family tradition of attending! 

C..U.I _ _r _ _ _ 
Please evaluate the 1989 Salisbury Conference and give your 
comments and suggestions for 1991. Return to Bill Eller, 
president, EFA; 370 Upham St.: Lakewood, CO 80226. Thank you. 

1) Rate the events of the Salisbury Conference on a 10 point 
scale -- 10 being high, 0 being low: 

Pre-conference information , Registration 
Address by Dr. K. Napp-Zinn , Jo White Lin_n ___ , 
Peggy A. Troutman , Byro~Civil War Eller_s ___ , Family 
reports , Videos-- , Memorabilia displays ---,-Devotional 
Service====, daily group meals and BBQ____ ----

2) On a separate paper, please indicate events you would 
eliminate and suggestions for future events.. Give general 
suggestions for 1991 Conference. 

3) Should the duration of the 1991 Conference be: 
shorter (3 days) ____ same (4 days) ____ longer (5 days) 

4) It is the general feeling the officers and board of 
directors should select a location for the conferences to be 
held every other year. They are open to suggestions, however 
be prepared to chair the conference committee (or give able 
assistance) if you would like to have a Conference in your area. 

5) Suggestions and comments about the EFA in general - your 
views are important! 
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A. WILLIAM 
President 
370 Upham 
Lakewood, 

ELLER 

St. 

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

CHARLOTTE ELLER MARSHALL 
Secretary-Treasurer 

co 80226 
605 S.E. Park Avenus 
Corvallis, OR 97333 

VERNARD & PHYLLIS 
Vice-Presidents 
2448 Third St. 

ELLER J. GERALD & JUANITA ELLER 
Editors, THE ELLER CHRONICLES 
RR 2, Box 145-D 

La Verne, CA 91750 Whittier, NC 28789 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BYRON H. ELLER, 6506 Jack Hill Drive, Oroville, CA 95966 
R. VANCE ELLER, 550 Fox Hollow Lane, Salisbury, NC 28144 
LOWELL ELLER, 678 Diamond Road, Salem, VA 24153 
THOMAS WM. FLANAGAN, JR., Townsend Mill, Young Harris, GA 

30582 
JUANITA RUETZ, Rt. 5, Box 257, Jonesborough, TN 37659 
KATHLEEN SCHOEN, P.O. Box 162, Connell, WA 99326 

GERMAN LIAISON 

LOUISE ELLER, 2932 Homeway Drive, Beavercreek, OH 45385-5709 
GEORG ELLER, Bannzaunerweg 7, D-6530 Bingen/Rhein, W.Germany 
Prof. Dr. K. NAPP-ZINN, Gyrhofstr. 15, D-5000 Koln 41, W. 

Germany 

PURPOSES OF THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATiON 

The PURPOSES of the ELLER FAMILY ~SSOCIATION is to draw all 
Ellers, regardless of their particular family line, and 
allied family members into a cooperative effort to: 

1) promote a sense of kinship and consciousness of family 
history and tradition; 

2) promote and publicize local family reunions. 

3) hold an ANNUAL REUNION of the governing body in 
conjunction with family reunions: 

4> encourage the restoration and maintenance of cemeteries 
or other sites of meaning to various Eller families; and 

5) encourage and aid genealogical and historical research on 
Eller and allied families in the United States and 
Europe. 

ANNUAL DUES: $15.00/yr. payable Nov. 1 of each year. This 
includes membership and subscription to 4 issues of THE 
ELLER CHRONICLES. Individual issues $4.50 each. Back issues 
since Nov. 1987 available. Make checks to EFA Family Assoc. 
and mail to the Sec/Tredsurer <address above). 



.............. 

.. 

CHARLOTTE ELLER (Salisbury,B.C.) 
& BILLY ELLER (Sicily, Italy & 
Salisbury, N.C.) Courtesty of 

......_..~ 

THE SALISBURY POST ~f~ .~ 




