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From the President  . . . Lauren Liggett 
Hello to my fellow Ellers, 

I had a good time proof reading this edition of the Eller Chronicles.  
It was fun to read about Gene Ellison and his Eller roots.  Gene and 
I are both descendants of Susannah “Sukey” Eller, in the John Jacob 
Eller line.  If my calculations are correct, we are 5th cousins. ����  

Not everyone gets to know their 5th cousin, so I’m happy that I have been able to 
spend some time, and get to know Gene at EFA conferences.  My family is the proud 
owner of some of his crafty creations. 

It was also interesting to read about the Eller Gang from Ashe County, NC.  
Although they are not cousins of mine, they still have that Eller name.  I am sure 
there are more stories out there about some 
notorious Ellers.  Please let us know if you have any 
such stories in your family that you don’t mind 
sharing.  It’s always fascinating to see the different 
kinds of people that can come from the same family 
genes.  

Dan and I took measures to self-quarantine for a 
couple of weeks in July so that we could go see our 
new granddaughter Chloe.  I was able to stay at my 
daughter’s for a couple of weeks and try to 
entertain Chloe’s big brother Joshua.  Nothing 
beats getting blasted by a little boy yelling 
“Granny, Granny, Granny, get up, it’s 7 oh oh,” 
every morning!  He has been taught not to leave his 
room in the morning until his digital clock reads 7-0-0. 

I hope you also enjoy reading this issue of the Eller Chronicles.  Please take some 
time to send us some of your family stories.  We would love to include them in 
future issues.  

Your cousin and EFA President, 

Lauren Eller Liggett 
missliggy@yahoo.com   

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
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From the Secretary . . . Ed Eller 
Greetings to all of our Eller Family Association Members and 
Family: 

We sure are having a lot of rain this summer.  We sure hope this 
Virus is gone by next July so we can have the EFA Conference.  We 
have it set for July at the Hinton Retreat in Hayesville, NC Just 

across the lake from Hiawassee, GA. (about 6 miles) It is on the lake and we have 
our own building with all the room we need for all events.  The building has 15 
rooms Queen size bed and private bath. If we rent all the rooms, our cost will only 
be about $50.00 per night.  So, once we put out our paper work, the first 15 rooms 
booked will be full.  They also have some Cottages to rent at a good price. 

According to my DNA, Charles James Evans is my Third Great Grandfather. He is 
our Jacob (jake) Eller’s dad. I have always thought we had Indian blood from him, 
but in tracing the Evans line, he goes back to Wales (UK) and, even though his wife 
was a full-blooded Indian, he had no Indian in him what so ever. 

Here is his family tree: 

Lloyd Robert ap Lewis Evans (1627-1690) born in Wales 
  Owen Evans (1660 -1729) born in Wales 
    Robert Evans (1690-1746) born in Wales 
      Evan Evans (1729-1821) born in Wales 
        Jonathan Evans (1755-1813) born in PA 
          Charles James Evans (1775-1884) born in NC had son with Savannah Eller 
            Jacob "Jake" Eller (1811-1864) born in NC (now TN) died in Battle of 

Atlanta (Civil War) 
              Hardy Washington “Hard” Eller (1843-1908) born in GA 
                Robert Asbury Eller (1874-1952) born in GA 
                  Norman Esco Eller (1898-1974) born in GA 
                    Edward Kermit born in 1938 in GA 

I have seen the Evans back to the 1200s, but have not got it in my lineup yet. 

Until next time, 

Ed Eller 
EFA Secretary/Treasurer 
kermiteller38@gmail.com 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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 From the Webmaster . . . Harvey Powers 

The Covid-19 Pandemic may result in unexpected genealogy 
breakthroughs.  With so much time on 
my hands as a result of “social 
distancing,” I, for one, have spent 
countless hours on my computer adding 

to my family database.  In fact, at my wife’s urging, we 
have published, at long last, a substantial book on her 
family (The Paynter Family of Warren County, NC).   

If you’re interested, there’s more information on 
publishing a book in my column in the February 2019 
Chronicles.  

One upshot of the recent research is my continued respect for the extensive offerings 
by the website Ancestry.com.  Yes, they charge for their service, but I’ve found 
hundreds of “breakthroughs” from their online data.   

One thing I’ve learned is how to distinguish between “Ancestry Family Trees” that 
are well sourced and those that aren’t. When you look at an individual in someone’s 
tree, look at the second column “Sources.”  If you see lots of primary sources (census, 
birth, death and marriage records, Social Security filings, etc.) you’ve found someone 
who’s done their homework. I still suggest checking some of them to make sure they 
lead you in the same direction.  

If you see no sources or only other “Ancestry Family Trees” as sources, you may 
want to exercise caution and perhaps go to those other trees to see if there is any 
primary documentation.  Just because I say George Washington is in my family line 
doesn’t make it so. (By the way, he isn’t).  

_______________________________ 

I received an inquiry on our Facebook page in June from someone looking into 
Hannah Ann “Polly” Eller and it led me to do a bit of research on her father, Henry 
Eller (1822-1891). There was very little in our George Michael Eller database which 
was largely generated from the 1957 Hook book with  additions in 2007 by Roger 
Foster and Julia Sanders Eller.  

http://www.harveypowers.com/book/paynter.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb2019.pdf#page=4
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb2019.pdf#page=4
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I6213&tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I6164&tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I6164&tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I1&tree=GeorgeMichael01
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89066050808&view=1up&seq=2
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/media/George_Michael_Eller.pdf
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I found a great start in a February 1996 issue of The 
Chronicles in an article by Mary Boodt (The Eller Farmer 
Story) and that gave me enough to go into Ancestry.com 
where I found a half dozen well-documented individual 
trees.   

As a result, I’ve added about 150 additional names to the 
online database.  I also found an easily corrected error 
(putting a line of descendants under the mother’s sister, not 
the mother) in one of the Ancestry.com trees. A check of 
the marriage document provided a fix for the mistake.    

_______________________________ 

In last month’s Chronicles, Loveta Schweers of Salisbury, Maryland, told us (p.12) 
about a new book she wrote, My Eller Cousins.  I purchased one of the CD’s of her 
book and, with her permission, have placed the entire book on the EFA website 
here.  There is information on both the George Michael and the Henry lines along 
with a number of photographs.                                                 

_______________________________ 

I’m an admitted “gadget guy.”  I’m always interested in new computer hardware or 
software.  Recently, I saw an ad for the 
“IrisPen.” It looks a bit like a pen. You move it 
along the text in a book or other document 
and it scans the words into a text document, 
thus saving you having to re-type information.  

It works once you get the scanning-speed 
right.  But is not without errors.  You will 
spend a good bit of the time you thought you 
were saving, correcting scanning mistakes.  

The above paragraph (a good clean print out) was scanned with the IrisPen and is 
shown (without editing) below. 

It works once You get the speed right. But 1s not withollt errors. You will 
spel1d I goo(! 1’1t of the time you thought You were saving, correcting 
scanning mistakes.  

My bottom line: I wouldn’t buy it again.  
_______________________________ 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb1996.pdf#page=28
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb1996.pdf#page=28
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/final_henry_07312020.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/books/Cousins-Book.pdf


Page 6     THE ELLER CHRONICLES                   Volume XXXV, Issue 3 (August 2020) 
 
A hardware purchase that I am pleased with is a tiny “external hard drive.”  If, like 

me, you have all your genealogy and all your photos 
(plus your banking information, Christmas card list, 
etc.) on your computer you should be worried about 
a computer crash.  The dreaded “blue screen of 
death.”   

The price of external storage had been going down 
year after year.  I recently purchased a Western 
Digital, two terabyte portable storage drive (it’s 
called a “My Passport” because it’s about the size of 
a passport).  That is a huge amount of storage 

capacity for not a lot of money. I now have my computer back up key files every 
week.   

Storage devices like this are in the $60 to $100 range and will be a valuable purchase 
if you worry about a computer crash.  Another advantage is the ability to take key 
files from one computer to another. 

The alternative is so-called “cloud storage.”  There is a monthly fee but your data is 
stored off site. In case of fire or flood, that may be an advantage.  It’s usually slower 
to upload and unless you are prepared to spend some bucks, it stores less data.   

_______________________________ 

A couple of my friends have received a call from someone saying they were a 
“contact tracer” and that the call recipient was “exposed” to someone who had 
Covid-19. The caller said they should self-quarantine and take a Covid test. For 
privacy reasons, they would not name the person.  

The caller then asked for the address where the test should be sent.  Sounds 
reasonable. And then they ask for a credit card so they can charge for the test.  “It 
isn’t free?  Nope, it’s $50.” 

We’ve checked. There are contact tracers. But they don’t ask for a credit card.  This 
one is a scam!  

_______________________________ 
   

Harvey Powers 
EFA Webmaster 
harv@harveypowers.com  

mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
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From the Editor . . . Dan Liggett  
Every so often, we try to spotlight a member of the Eller Family 
Association in the Eller Chronicles. This edition includes a spotlight 
on Gene Ellison. Gene has long been 
known at the Arts and Crafts 
Sale/Auction for his “menagerie of 
wrought iron sculptures all the way from 
miniature farm tractors to conversation 

coffee-table pieces, such as lady bugs, mosquitoes, and 
grasshoppers” – a quote from the November 1997 
Chronicles. He is also well known for the stories he has 
to tell, including his own story of exactly how he is an 
Eller (reprinted in this Chronicles from the May 2004 
edition: MILTON (ELLER) ELLISON). We missed him 
and Gloria and his stories at the last EFA Conference in 
Wilkesboro, NC. 

We also see an article about David Eller’s involvement in research for COVID-19 
and another article about a DNA mystery. 

And we have an article from the history of Ashe County, NC: The Rise and Fall of 
the Eller Gang, which is quite a story in itself. 

Hopefully, you find an article or two to your liking. If not, why don’t your write 
one yourself for the next Chronicles.  I’m always looking for material. 

Please send me any suggestions or submissions for future Chronicles. My contact 
information is found on both the front page and at the end of this publication.  
 

Dan Liggett  
Eller Chronicles Editor 
danliggett@gmail.com 

 

P.S. on a personal note, our new granddaughter 
arrived in June. Here is picture of Lauren and I 
with our grandson Joshua and new granddaughter 
Chloe when we visited in July.    

mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
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Board/Directors Meeting Minutes 
Compiled by Dan Liggett 

The July 12, 2020 Board/Directors meeting (by phone) was called to order at 9:04pm EDT. 
Present on the call were Lauren Liggett, Dan Liggett, Steve Eller, Anna Bliss, Corrine Casper, 
Christine Walker, Ed Eller and Harvey Powers. Emily Cook, Jerry Kendall and David Eller and 
were unable to attend. 

Steve gave us an update on the EFA Family Conference plans for July 14-18 ,2021. He had 
sent emails to everyone prior to the meeting about two venue choices: Hinton Center in 
Hayesville, N.C. (across the lake from Hiawassee) and Ridges Resort on Lake Chatuge 
(Hiawassee). Both appear to be good prospects for a Hiawassee-area Eller Family conference 
in 2021. 

At the Hinton Center ( www.hintoncenter.org ),  the Nadine Johnson Retreat House has 15 
bedrooms, each with a queen bed and private bath. It has a large communal kitchen and 
living room on the main floor, and then a large meeting space on the lower floor. It is a 3-
story building with stairs between and external access to both the main and lower floors. 
Steve was intending to physically visit the facility soon to judge whether the meeting space 
would be sufficient for the 40-60 people expected to attend.  If not, the Hinton Center does 
have additional meeting rooms available on campus that we should be able to use. They also 
have several multi-bedroom houses available for families. 

At the Ridges Resort on Lake Chatuge ( www.theridgesresort.com ), Resort view and Lake 
view rooms are available whose rates include their resort fee and a breakfast coupon good 
at their restaurant each morning. They would also provide the EFA with a complimentary 
meeting space during our stay. This is the same venue where the EFA Conference was held 
in 2003 and 2013. 

With leanings toward the Hinton Center if they have an adequate meeting space, Steve hopes 
to lock down the venue in the near future with details to follow. If the Hinton Center is 
chosen, will we then be renaming the location of the 2021 EFA Conference as Hayesville, 
NC?  That remains to be decided.  Also, Steve was going to ask about cancellation options 
just in case COVID-19 is still an issue by spring/summer of 2021. 

Ed wanted to discuss a financial matter with the board. The EFA has a $15,000 CD coming 
due soon and he wondered if it might be better to invest about $10,000 of it in AT&T stock 
($6.50-$7.00 quarterly dividend for past several years) rather than getting below 1% interest 
for many years. According to Ed, the transfer fees are minimal and the stock can easily be 
cashed in whenever needed. After some discussion, he was given the okay to proceed. 

Ed has offered a challenge in past Eller Chronicles to purchase gift memberships for other 
people to get them started in the Eller Family Association.  He encouraged all the 
Board/Directors members to participate in the challenge and provide a membership for 
someone they know. 

http://www.hintoncenter.org/
https://theridgesresort.com/
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Ed also requested Dan to send out overdue membership dues notices to email recipients of 
the Eller Chronicles before the next issue. 

Steve reported that work on the Old Smyrna Cemetery has not progressed as hoped because 
of weather and COVID-19 in the spring and now the heat of summer (and snakes).  He also 
said the money raised for the project will hopefully be enough to pay for the 
monument/plaque and for upgrading the path/road to the cemetery.  He hopes that perhaps 
one or two four-wheel drive vehicles will be able to provide an optional excursion to the 
cemetery during the 2021 EFA Conference. 

Ed suggested that we might want to feature a recent member of the EFA in a cover article in 
the Eller Chronicles like has been done in the past. He suggested that perhaps vice-president 
Anna Bliss could think about it and come up with a name to suggest. Before the meeting was 
over, she suggested Gene Ellison and Ed said he had some recent pictures and could provide 
information to the editor in time for the next Chronicles. 

Harvey mentioned that the National Genealogical Society has their annual convention 
scheduled for May 2021 in Richmond, VA ( www.conference.ngsgenealogy.org  ).  The EFA 
recently joined the Federation of Genealogical Societies, which is in the process of merging 
with the NGS, so this conference will essentially be a joint conference. One entire day is 
featured as a Focus on Societies, including discussions on improving and growing society 
membership. Since Harvey lives in the Richmond area, he already plans to attend the 
conference, but suggested the EFA may want to sponsor a few EFA representatives. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:42pm EDT. 

[Editor’s note: Subsequent emails from Steve Eller have confirmed the booking of The 
Hinton Center in Hayesville, North Carolina for the July 14-18 ,2021 Eller Family Association 
Conference. This venue is located directly across Lake Chatuge from Hiawassee, Georgia. 
More information will be available in the next Eller Chronicles and on the EFA website ( 
www.ellerfamilyassociation.com ) Room booking will begin in January. ] 

 

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/focus-on-societies/
https://www.hintoncenter.org/
https://www.hintoncenter.org/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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Gene Ellison 
By Ed Eller 

Alvin Eugene Ellison was born December 13, 1940 in 
Garfield, Emanuel County, Georgia. He married Gloria 
Constant Gravtiz on September 2, 1961. 

They have the following children: 

Kathy Rene' born 1963 
Tammy Lynn born 1966 
Connie Jean born 1968 
Jo Elaine born 1973 

[There is some connection to my family. Gene's dad's name was Esco, my dad's name 
was Esco, I have a daughter Tammy Lynn born in 1966 and I have a son born in 1968.] 

Gene's dad was Esco Eller Ellison, born in 1910.  His grandfather was J. Milton Eller 
Ellison, born in 1884. Milton’s last name was Eller at birth and he left his wife and 
children and moved to southern Georgia from northeastern Georgia. Milton’s father 
was Elisha Emanuel Eller, born August 28, 1859 in Towns County, Georgia.  Elisha's 
father was Joseph Milton “Pid” Eller (twin) born in September 1840 in Rabun county, 
Georgia. His dad was Joseph Pinion “Joe” Eller, born in 1803 in North Carolina. Joe's 
mother was Susannah “Sukey” Eller, born December 25, 1787 in Sullivan County, North 
Carolina (now Tennessee).  According to Gene Ellison's DNA, Susannah’s son Joseph 
should have had a last name of Starnes.  [According to my research, the Eller family 
farm in North Carolina was next door to the Starnes family farm.] 

In August 1996, we had a North Georgia Eller family reunion in Hiawassee, Georgia.  I 
ran an ad in the Hiawassee newspaper about the reunion with my contact in it. Gene 
Ellison's neighbor was in Hiawassee that weekend and saw the ad and knowing that 
Gene had been looking for his Eller connection took the newspaper to Gene and on 
Monday night Gene called me and told me the story about his Grandfather moving to 
South Georgia and changing his name from Eller to Ellison. He said he has tried to find 
his Eller connection for years. I asked Gene if he had anything he could send me. He 
said he had a letter from an aunt in North Carolina that was an Eller and a picture of a 
cousin in South Carolina and telephone number and his Grandfather J Milton had a 
brother whose name was Franc and another that went by Cape. I told Gene that I was 
in the middle of writing a book (John Jacob Eller and His Descendants) and I would try 
to find his line and would call him if I did. 

At that time, I met with Jerry Taylor who was a teacher at Towns county High School. 
He told me he taught a class on local history and genealogy. He knew that I was in the 
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process of writing a book on the Eller's and I told him I would send him my genealogy 
disk for him to put on his school computer and after he loaded it he gave his students 
homework for them to bring in the family group sheets and any of the sheets that 
connected to the Eller's he entered in my Eller database.  

Back in those years, the only way he could send them to me was to print them out and 
then I had to enter them in my database by hand. One Sunday night about 11:00 pm, 
I had several sheets from Jerry that I was entering into my database and I jumped up 
and yelled very loud and said “I found it”.  Betty said “What did you find?” and I told 
her Gene Ellison's Eller line. His Grandfather's dad was Elisha Emanuel Eller. 

Elisha’s Children: 

Thomas France   Georgia 
J. Milton   Alton 
Sally    Cape Reese 
Vassie 

I called Gene on Monday but he was at work and I left a message for him to return my 
call. He called me back and we talked about thirty minutes as I went over his entire 
line with him. 

He said to me that I didn't just make his day but made his five years. (I might add that 
Jerry sent me over 6000 Eller connections from the north east Georgia for me to put 
in my book) 

I always call Gene Ellison “the Goat Man” because he has a herd of goats. 
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Gene and Gloria live on a clay road on a farm in Emanuel County, Ga. (By the way, all 
roads in Emanuel County are clay except the US and State highways). Gene and Gloria 
love watching the goats run in the pasture and climb on crates. Gene likes to name his 
goats after family members. Gene proudly points out a goat named Ed and chuckles. 
“He's the dominant male and Ed is the dominant male in the Eller's," Gene says. 

  Betty and I were down visiting Gene and Gloria a few years back and I asked Gene 
"Which is the goat named Ed and he looked at me and said “HE DIED.” I said “Gene, 
do not name another of your goats Ed." 

The end of this story:  I have known Gene and Gloria for 20 plus years and I consider 
them some of my best friends. Gene, I love you like a brother. 

 

 
Susannah “Sukey” Eller (b. December 25, 1787) 
  Joseph Pinion “Joe” Eller (b. 1803) 
    Joseph Milton “Pid” Eller (b. September 1840) 
      Elisha Emanuel Eller (b. August 28, 1859) 
        J. Milton (Eller) Ellison (b. 1884) 
          Esco (Eller) Ellison (b. 1910) 
            Gene Ellison (b. 1940) 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on Gene and his family tree, follow this link on the EFA website:  
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I11026&tree=JacobJr01  

http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I11026&tree=JacobJr01
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The following article was originally printed in the May 2004 Eller Chronicles 
 

MILTON (ELLER) ELLISON 
Grandfather of Alvie Eugene Ellison (Eller)  

Descendent of John Jacob Eller 

By Alvie Eugene Ellison (Eller) 

My father, Esko Ellison (Eller) told me as I was growing up “son, your real surname is 
Eller, not Ellison. Daddy changed our name to Ellison. You are kin to Ellers from 
Maysville, Georgia to Murphy, North Carolina.”  

My grandpa, Milton Eller was born in 1884 and grew up in North Georgia. His first 
marriage was to Delia Elizabeth Fricks. They had six children, Esko was one of the six. 
Grandmother Delia died at a young age. Grandpa remarried to a “Miss House” from 
Maysville, Georgia and they had two sons, Ben and Paul. They grew up near 
Commerce, Ga. and one of the boys became the postmaster. We never had any 
contact with them as I was growing up. While married to his second wife, Grandpa 
Milton became involved with a neighbor named “Lizzie” He allowed this relationship 
to change his life for the worse. Family that knew him said he changed after Delia died. 
It was later learned from Ruby Eller, his cousin, that he sent money back to Maysville 
for Delia’s tombstone. To remove himself from the “Lizzie” situation, he moved to 
south Georgia - leaving Delia’s six children with his brother, Tom Eller, who later 
brought them to him. Esko said he was about seven years old when Uncle Tom took 
them to their Daddy. When Milton traveled to south Georgia, he settled in Emanuel 
County. Emanuel was the name of his father - so maybe that is why he stopped in 
Emanuel County, Georgia! There were people named Ellison in Emanuel County and 
he was called Ellison by most people instead of Eller. So, he just let it be Ellison from 
that day forward.  

His mistress, Lizzie, eventually followed Milton to south Georgia. They married and 
raised a family of six. Grandpa became an abusive, feared and mean person. When the 
Emanuel County Courthouse burned and destroyed all records, a new census was 
taken. Grandpa listed his family as Ellison. This presented a problem for Delia’s sons 
who had run away from home and gone into the armed forces with the Eller name. 
When it came time to get out the armed forces, there were some delays, because they 
were now recorded as Ellison in the court records! Grandpa died at our house near 
Garfield, Georgia and is buried in Hebron Cemetery at Garfield.  

After I grew up and began vacationing in North Georgia and North Carolina, I noticed 
the name “Eller” on mailboxes, businesses, signs, etc. I wondered if we were kin. My 
neighbor, Mrs. Clough gave me a Towns County newspaper that advertised an Eller 
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Reunion at Hiawassee, Georgia. Ed Eller’s phone number was listed as a contact. I 
called him and told him my “Eller” story. I mailed him all the information and pictures 
that my father had given me. Ed called me with the information that there was a son 
of Elisha Emanuel Eller named Milton. Ed connected his research and my information 
and determined that my grandfather, Milton Ellison (Eller) was that son. Ed, thank you 
again for making the connection. I am proud to be an “Eller”.  

 

The following article was originally printed in the November 2010 Eller Chronicles 
 

About Joe Milton Eller 
By Gene Ellison 

In September, I received a call from Pauline Eller Hicks stating we shared the same 
grandfather, Joe Milton Eller. She had obtained our telephone number from the Eller 
website through her cousin, Margaret Eller, now living in Comer, Ga. who is the 
daughter of the late Ben Eller (died in 1984). They never knew that happened to Joe 
Milton after he left her grandmother, Alice and 2 sons Paul and Ben. We talked several 
times and I decided to visit Madison, Ga and check this out.  

In the meantime, as I was getting some pictures together of Joe Milton Eller (Ellison)’s 
children by Delia Fricks’ and discovered a copy of a 1920 census showing Esko Eller, Sr. 
as the son of J. M and Alice Eller. To me, this validated that Alice was the step-mother 
that daddy (Esko) remembered as being kind. This document was included in some 
pictures given to my younger brother, Esko, Jr. at the time of my mother’s death. I had 
never been shown this document. I am happy to have accidentally found it.  

On October 9, we met with Pauline in Madison and met her daughter, Amy who is a 
beautician. Pauline is a very pleasant person. Her father is Paul, the step-brother of 
my father, Esko, Sr. My daddy had always mentioned Paul. She gave us some pictures 
of Paul, her grandmother, Mary Alice, Ben, her sister Nell and brother Henry Thomas 
Eller, born March 18, 1947. Thomas is living at the Oconee Assisted Living Home , 
Buckhead, GA. He was so overjoyed to see a picture of his grandfather, Joe Milton Eller 
and meet his kinfolks. Nell was unable to come.  

We hope to contact Margaret and visit her in Comer in the near future. Pauline said 
her grandmother, Alice, had always waited for Joe Milton to return. Someone notified 
her when Joe Milton died and shortly after, she had a stroke and died. Joe Milton was 
remembered around there as being a kind man. I assured them that was not the case 
when he came to Emanuel County.  
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We invited her to join the Eller Association. The day went fast but I do plan to get some 
dates and other information for the Eller records. We are cautious and will be sure info 
is documented fact. I am attaching the below pictures I scanned.  

 
1920 Census Esko Eller Ellison 
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   Ben Eller, son of Mary Alice Eller       Mary Alice House Eller, second wife  of 
      and Joe Milton Eller (Ellison)        Joe Milton Eller (Ellison), Paul’s child 
 
 

      
Paul Eller and son Thomas Eller     Paul Eller, son of Mary Alice 

                                    Eller and Joe Milton Eller (Ellison) 
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Pauline Eller Hicks, Gene Ellison (Eller), Thomas Eller,        Paul Eller, Thomas & Nell 

son of Paul Eller 
 

The following article was originally printed in the August 2016 Eller Chronicles 
 

The Retirement Days of Gene Ellison 
By Amber Monroe, grand-daughter of the Ellisons 

Down a quiet clay road in Portal, Georgia, Gene and Gloria Ellison spend their days 
watching their goats play in the fields and relaxing in rocking chairs on the front porch. 
Sometimes, Gene and Gloria take a Kawasaki Mule and drive around the back roads, 
visiting neighbors and checking on the fields. Their farm has been in the family for 
about 25 years and it has seen countless family gatherings, including Easter egg hunts, 
Thanksgiving, and homemade syrup boils.  

Gene and Gloria (also known as Papa Gene and Nana to the grandchildren) love 
watching the goats play in the pasture or show off their climbing skills on crates. One 
of Gene’s favorite traditions is to name the goats after family members. Gene proudly 
points out a goat named Ed and chuckles. “He’s the dominant male and Ed is dominant 
on the Ellers,” Gene says.  

A collection of barns and outbuildings stand in the goats’ pasture. In his spare time, 
Gene also enjoys building projects. He gestures at a small wagon in the corner of one 
of his outbuildings and says, “This is one I just built, trying to copy the old wagons from 
when I was a young boy. The ones we went back and forth to Garfield in.” Parked next 
to the first one, two other wagons have also been carefully crafted by Gene.  
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The inside of the farmhouse holds a precious collection of family heirlooms, ranging 
from a framed bonnet belonging to Gene’s mother, quilt pieces that Gloria’s 
grandmother made, and fishing lures Gene has collected over the years. Out in the 
front yard, Gene and Gloria designed a flowerbed using old farm equipment. “It’ll plow 
one row at a time, with two mules to pull it,” he says, describing one of the pieces. The 
Ellisons take pride in their landscaping, integrating the past with the present.  

The legacy that Gene and Gloria have forged over the years, both on and off the farm, 
is one full of memories and laughter. They are cherished by their family and 
community for the kindness and wise counsel they give to those in need. As much as 
we enjoy looking back on the good times spent with Papa Gene and Nana, we look 
forward to seeing what shenanigans they will get into during their retirement years! 

  
Gloria Ellison with a bouquet   Gene Ellison at work on a new project 
of flowers out of her garden 

       
Gene’s large billy goat is named “Ed”   A flock of Gene’s guineas! 
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A DNA Mystery and Fond Memories 
by Lauren Eller Liggett 

While examining my DNA matches on Ancestry.com, I notice something quite odd.  I found a 
familiar name among my list of fourth cousins (according to Ancestry).  His name is Scott 
Eller, known to be my second cousin, not my fourth cousin as Ancestry estimated.  Scott’s 
grandfather, Hardy P. Eller was the brother of my grandfather, Norman E. Eller, making Scott 
and I second cousins.  I checked with my sister, Anna Bliss, and her DNA matches said the 
same as mine.  I even went to my Uncle Ed (Eller) and his DNA matches to Scott were closer 
to correct, labeling them as either 
first or second cousins when they are 
first cousins once removed. 

So how did Ancestry get it so wrong?  
Well, the answer is that we did not share as much DNA as would be normal for second 
cousins.  In theory, children should share about 50% of their parent’s DNA (half from each) 

and grandchildren about 25% of their 
grandparent’s DNA (a quarter from each). First 
cousins should share about 12.5% of their DNA 
and second cousins about 3.13%. However, 
those percentages are not exact. Each 
individual has a different mix of one parent or 
the other (or grandparents) so the amount of 
shared DNA falls into ranges by probability.  
Ancestry tries to estimate relationships by the 
amount of shared DNA measured in 
centiMorgans (cM), illustrated in the chart on 
the next page. 

According to our DNA comparisons, Scott and I 
share 31 cM. Clicking on that value in Ancestry 
shows the chart of probability of relationships 
(left). As you can see, the chances of 31cM 
representing a second cousin relationship is 
only about 1% of the time.  Not impossible, but 
a third or fourth cousin would be much more 
likely. Average second cousins would share 238 
cM with a range from 43 – 504 cM. 31 cM is 
below that threshold and yet Scott and I are 
proven second cousins.   

This definitely shows that without a paper trail, 
DNA can sometimes give a false impression. 
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Thinking through all of this reminded me that my favorite Gt. Uncle was my “Uncle Hardie 
Eller” (Scott’s grandfather). Uncle Hardie was my dad’s uncle.  Uncle Hardie always looked 
happy, always had a smile on his face.  When we lived in Ohio, we would visit Uncle Hardie 
and Aunt Beulah frequently.  My mom and Aunt Beulah were good friends.  They probably 
commiserated with each other about being married to an Eller. 

I don’t remember my Aunt Beulah now, as she passed away when I was barely two years old.  
Uncle Hardie remarried later that same year to my Aunt Elsie.  Whenever we would go to 
visit them, my little two-year-old self would say “Where’s that other woman?!”  Mom and 
dad were so embarrassed by my queries that they quit going to visit Uncle Hardy & Aunt Elsie 
for a while.  

Aunt Elsie seemed just as sweet and nice as Uncle Hardie.  Aunt Elsie was a good cook.  The 
summer between third and fourth grade I went to camp at Ohio Baptist Acres.  Aunt Elsie 
was the camp cook for a few weeks that summer and she was there when I went to camp.  I 
would go visit her in the kitchen and she gave me peanut butter cookies. ���� 

When I was in second grade, I was sick a lot and wound up in the hospital with pneumonia.  
Aunt Elsie made me a beautiful, large rag doll.  I named her Patty, after my hospital 
roommate.   

Uncle Hardie was a deacon at the Akron Baptist Temple where we attended church.  He was 
always standing toward the back of the church where people came in, I think he would help 
people find a seat or if they needed any assistance.  Uncle Hardie would grab me, toss me up 
in the air and catch me.  He was so much fun to be around.  I also remember if Uncle Hardy 
was sitting down, he would cross his legs and let me sit on his foot while he kicked it up and 
out.  I felt like I was riding on a galloping horse! 

It’s nice to have fond memories of my relatives.  Come to think of it, most of my memories 
of my relatives are fond! 
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Ashe Outlaws: The Rise and Fall of the Eller Gang 
by Josh Beckworth 

Provided by the Ashe County Historical Society 

In 1882, Jesse James, one of the most notorious criminals of the 19th century was 
murdered, ending a reign of terror that spanned a decade. James, along with his 
brother, had exploited the chaos arising in the wake of the Civil War to conduct a series 
of audacious robberies and murders, gaining national infamy in the process. Although 
their names are still known today, Frank and Jesse James were not the only lawless 
gang of brothers committing crimes in the years immediately following the Civil War. 
During this same period a gang, equally organized and audacious was spreading terror 
throughout Ashe County. 

Linville Eller, born in 1852, was the 
grandson of Henry Eller, one of 
Ashe County’s earliest residents, 
who settled a farm at the foot of 
Phoenix Mountain around 1812. 

Although Linville was too young to 
serve in the Civil War, he was still 
witness to its strife, spending his 
formative years in the midst of 
bushwhackers, deserters, and a 
vengeful home-guard. The years 
following the Civil War were 
equally chaotic. 

Agriculture and industry in the 
South were slow to recover, and 
consequently, basic needs were 
difficult to acquire. 

Coffee, rice, sugar and other 
staples, as a result of their rarity, 
became especially valuable on the 

black market, and the numerous poorly secured general stores that were scattered 
throughout Ashe County made tempting targets for unscrupulous thieves. 

Linville Eller, along with his brother Henry, organized a gang to take advantage of these 
opportunities for theft. As with the James Gang, this criminal enterprise was largely a 
family affair. Linville and Henry recruited their brothers George and J. Frank ‘Coon’ 
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Eller, along with Junius Dunn. Soon they were utilizing organized schemes to rob local 
store owners. Gertrude Waddell, whose grandfather, James Eller, operated a store in 
Bina that was robbed by the gang, recalls the ingenuity of their approach. She related 
that “Grandpa, he had a big barrel; it would have coffee in it, and another sugar and 
another rice. And when he would get in some, he’d fill his barrels up. He finally got to 
knowing it was going too fast. He got toward the bottom and he found out. . . they’d 
got under the store and had mapped a place. . .they bored a hole in the rice barrel and 
they let down a bunch of rice and they got it up and stuck a plug in that hole. . . then 
they’d come over here and get in the coffee barrel and it had a plug in the bottom of 
it, then over here to the sugar. He caught them that way.” 

 
Solomon Cox’s Store in Nathan’s Creek, the site where the Eller gang’s luck finally ran out. 

Numerous stores and farmhouses all over Ashe County soon fell victim to the Eller 
gang, but, as with any criminal enterprise, the pressure of staying ahead of justice soon 
caught up with them. In 1888, the beginning of the end for the gang came in Nathan’s 
Creek. Here, at the crossroads of what is today Hoke Wagoner and Nathan’s Creek 
School Road, the gang robbed the store of Solomon V. Cox, an important local 
businessman and landowner. As a result of the increased notoriety of the Ellers, this 
robbery finally proved enough for a warrant to be issued for the gang’s arrest. The 
gang initially avoided capture, but soon a $200 reward was offered by the Governor of 
North Carolina for the arrest of Henry and Linville Eller. 



Page 23     THE ELLER CHRONICLES                   Volume XXXV, Issue 3 (August 2020) 
 
On September 12th, 1888, a posse of men, commanded by Sheriff Miller, set out to 
capture Henry. The posse divided, and one group, including Alonzo McMillian 
surrounded a house they believed was being used as a hideout by Eller. Eller, who was 
in fact hiding inside, dashed through one of the doors, knocking McMillian to the 
ground. 

While lying on the ground, McMillian was able to draw his pistol and shoot Eller as he 
fled. Eller died from the gunshot wound. McMillian was initially charged with 
manslaughter, but given the nature of the shooting, he was cleared of the charge. 

Henry’s brother, Linville, remained in hiding, but the rest of the Eller gang was soon 
captured. In order to obtain a fair trial, the criminal proceedings were moved to 
Watauga County. Junius Dunn, who was over a decade older than the other gang 
members, testified against his former criminal partners. Dunn’s testimony against the 
Ellers was detailed and damning. Dunn claimed that his participation in the gang was 
minor and that he was reformed, but testimony from Dunn’s daughter, Laura Ashley, 
who has seen stolen goods hidden in the woods by her father, confirmed Dunn’s equal 
participation in the crimes. All three men were convicted of robbery and sentenced to 
prison. 

The ringleader of the gang, Linville Eller, remained at large. Initially, Eller fled the 
county. However, he soon returned, demonstrating little concern for local law 
enforcement. According to one newspaper article from the period ‘he had backed 
down squads of three men attempting to arrest him more than once.’ The same article 
goes on to note that ‘at the last tax paying [Linville Eller] paid his taxes and shook 
hands with the sheriff, who had a warrant for his arrest in his pocket.’ 

The reward for Linville still stood. Ed Johnson, a local resident has a strong desire to 
capture Eller, but didn’t own a gun. He partnered with John Z. Neal, who owned a large 
pistol, and the two set out to capture Ashe County’s most notorious outlaw. 

In December of 1890, the pair tracked Linville to a local whiskey still. According to 
Gertude Waddell, who was privy to first-hand accounts of the events, John Neal 
approached Eller with his pistol drawn and demanded that he surrender. Rather than 
give up, Eller reached for his own gun, but it hung on the holster. Fearing for his life, 

Neal shot Eller through the arm, hoping to incapacitate him. Eller, still refusing to 
surrender, instead reached for the gun with his other arm. Neal realized Eller was 
intent on killing him and shot Linville through the torso. Supposedly, Eller’s last words 
were “John, don’t shoot me no more, you’ve killed me now.” Even after his death 
Eller’s criminal tendencies were obvious: attendees to Linville’s funeral noted that the 
suit of clothes he wore in the coffin had been stolen from a local general store. 
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In the aftermath of the shooting, John Neal collected his reward for the killing of Eller. 
Eller’s widow, left with five children, the youngest only three at the time, sued Neal, 
demanding $5,000 in compensation for her loss. The case was thrown out of court, 
lacking facts sufficient to constitute a cause of action, but John Neal lived the rest of 
his life guilt ridden, dying of tuberculosis in 1902, ten years after the killing of Linville 
Eller. 

Unlike Jesse James, the name Linville Eller has faded from the memories of most of 
Ashe County. Linville, along with his brother Henry, are buried in unmarked graves in 
the Barker-Eller-McNeil Cemetery on Parker Eller Road in Lansing. The general stores 
and houses that they robbed and the local residents who lived in fear of their attacks 
are now all gone, and the modern county that has supplanted them is more peaceful 
than the one that writhed in the chaos of the late nineteenth century. In the midst of 
the sleek new world it’s hard to imagine an entire county terrorized by an organized 
criminal enterprise; however, it was not all that long ago that even our tranquil hills 
were the home of a vicious gang of Appalachian outlaws. 

 
https://www.ashehistoricalsociety.org/ashe-outlaws-the-rise-and-fall-of-the- eller-gang 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I9367&tree=Ge 
orgeMichael01 

 
 

 

  

https://www.ashehistoricalsociety.org/ashe-outlaws-the-rise-and-fall-of-the-eller-gang
https://www.ashehistoricalsociety.org/ashe-outlaws-the-rise-and-fall-of-the-eller-gang
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I9367&amp;tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I9367&amp;tree=GeorgeMichael01
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Ellers News and In the News 
 

EFA Member Heads Company Involved in COVID Research 
Celltex, a biotechnology company headed by David Eller, has received approval from 
FDA to proceed with a clinical trial using Stem Cells (MSCs) as a preventative against 
COVID-19. Eller is a board member of the Eller Family Association and a descendant in 
the George Michael Eller line. 

Since its inception in 2011, Celltex Therapeutics Corporation has been pioneering 
research in the therapeutic use of one’s own stem cells to treat patients suffering from 
injuries, pain and maladies associated with autoimmune, vascular and other 
debilitating diseases, including inflammatory lung conditions, pneumonia and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).  Refer to this link for details on how the process 
works and how Celltex has progressed over the years. 

Recently, Celltex has been in the news attempting to contribute to the research in 
treating COVID-19. In June 2020, they received FDA approval for Phase II Clinical Trials 
using Mesenchymal Stem Cells (MSCs) against COVID-29. See this link for more details. 

Just this month (August), Celltex has received FDA clearance to try to use a person's 
own stem cells to prevent COVID-19. Celltex also hopes the stem cells will help treat 
some of the more severe cases.   

"We didn't just come up on this all of a sudden. We've been doing something like this for 
(up to) nine years, in other areas, such as pneumonia and lung disease," explains David 
Eller, CEO of Celltex.  

"We incidentally have over 1,600 folks in that system, who have taken over 9,000 
therapies, and no one has ever had an adverse effect," explains Eller. Therapies for many 
autoimmune problems like arthritis, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's, and even Alzheimer's 
disease. 

"None of these people have had any kind of adverse events, and have not had COVID-19. 
Now, we think it's because mesenchymal stem cells are known to be able to build the 
immune system. That's the reason that preventative is good, so in filing this particular 
COVID-19 for a preventative, we think we'll have good results with it," states Eller. 

 

The following link includes video clips from a recent interview with David Eller:  

Houston company gets green light to study your own stem cells to prevent COVID-19 

  

https://houston.innovationmap.com/rice-university-stewart-and-stevenson-ventilator-gets-fda-approval-2646918356.html
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200626005304/en/Celltex-Therapeutics-Receives-FDA-Approval-Phase-II
http://www.fox26houston.com/tag/coronavirus/
https://www.fox26houston.com/news/houston-company-gets-green-light-to-study-your-own-stem-cells-to-prevent-covid-19
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John Jacob Eller Book Update 
The Eller Family Association is working to update the book 
“John Jacob Eller and His Descendants” that was published in 
1998 and authored by J. Gerald Eller, Edward K. Eller and Janie 
Eller Porter. Steve Eller (ellerpop1@yahoo.com) reports that 
he and his team have been busy adding names and personal 
information to the database. Response to requests for info has 
been really slow so far.  

 Jerry Kendall recently posted the following on his Facebook page: 

ATTENTION ELLER DESCENDANTS: Greetings to all but especially in this 
message to descendants of John Jacob Eller. Some of you who are Eller descendants 
may recognize John Jacob's name but most probably have no idea of who he was 
except for those who have a 1998 book entitled John Jacob Eller and Descendants. 
And some are probably unaware of having Eller kinship back several generations. 
The primary source for the book was Ed Eller of Dalton, Georgia, who has passed 
along to Steve Eller the primary responsibility to update the book with descendants 
of John Jacob encouraged to provide updates to the information about their families. 
Steve is a Towns County descendant, as the son of Max Eller and nephew of well-
known Towns County resident Lake Eller, who has lived in Fannin, Stephens, and 
Habersham Counties in Georgia and now in Cherokee County, North Carolina. 

Most any Eller descendants in Northeast Georgia and Western North Carolina and 
many far beyond fit in this family and any who think they are probably descendants 
or simply wonder if this might be true have a sure advantage as the entire original 
book of hundreds of pages is available on the Internet at John Jacob Eller & His 
Descendants . Those who are interested can pull up this link and scroll to the end 
and look at the index for their names or maybe for younger folks more likely for 
their parents, grandparents, and further back for names of ancestors you know 
about. If seeing familiar names, you will need to go to the page listed and follow 
upward and downward the numbers assigned to the individuals. A + placed beside 
an assigned number indicates that there is additional information provided below 
with many additional individuals often listed with or without their descendants, 
depending upon the information available at the time the book was published. 
There may be occasions when no information was available in 1998 for descendants 
of grandparents and even further back with a hope that complete information up to 
the present can be provided for these families. And for any thinking there may be 
Eller ancestry but no connecting information found, please feel free to inquire of 

mailto:ellerpop1@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/jerry.kendall.7?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVNNVoWuyPqL9vsYbe6MaXZt2iTErotymB_TBzeahqXMyEnmMz6kOqoTIyAFsMso71TKbZBQZCFG5M4HYnKfCa7zPbOQbSsv9HK15EZ-Q73bilLa8aeKLjEy2KK9DovzHk&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/jerry.kendall.7/posts/10223595786789929?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUb0E3MnXUVvnQKgbRivbLl6DHlSSJqibFXTz6LjFJDKw-knyap6UGEVUJNV_FJXlsXNfVmaAlEuNqD4q4pe2oy3sSYbKkHjhWjAqywBa9yOFgeOjfzgXcTE8rlxnfk5fA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/edsshoes?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVNNVoWuyPqL9vsYbe6MaXZt2iTErotymB_TBzeahqXMyEnmMz6kOqoTIyAFsMso71TKbZBQZCFG5M4HYnKfCa7zPbOQbSsv9HK15EZ-Q73bilLa8aeKLjEy2KK9DovzHk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/steve.eller.33?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVNNVoWuyPqL9vsYbe6MaXZt2iTErotymB_TBzeahqXMyEnmMz6kOqoTIyAFsMso71TKbZBQZCFG5M4HYnKfCa7zPbOQbSsv9HK15EZ-Q73bilLa8aeKLjEy2KK9DovzHk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/media/JohnJacobEller&HisDescendants.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/media/JohnJacobEller&HisDescendants.pdf
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Steve, Ed, and me and of course Jerry Taylor has amazing expertise in making 
connections to relatives. 

As could be expected in such a massive undertaking, there are occasional errors with 
several having been corrected that I am aware of, including one lady being reported 
as deceased in the 1980's but she is still with us today so corrections have already 
been made and are especially encouraged for Steve's updating of the information. 
As for Eller descendants who are not in the John Jacob Eller line, an Eller Family 
Association exists which includes other Ellers with a most informative website 
available at www.ellerfamilyassociation.com with any folks, including non-Eller 
descendants who are interested encouraged to visit this site. Eller Association 
conventions are held every two years with one planned for Hiawassee, Georgia, next 
year. One held in my neighborhood at the Ridges Resort near Hiawassee several 
years ago is how I became involved in the Association with this to be the third in 
Hiawassee but others having been held all across the United States in the past. 

Please feel free to share this message with Eller relatives who may not see it here, 
including any who are not on Facebook. Steve has developed sheets to make it easy 
to compile and report information for families and I have some of the sheets as well 
for any who would like them. Feel free to ask Steve to send sheets to you and any 
who have them are encouraged to make copies for others who need them. 

Many who are reading this message will likely be shocked to learn of the number 
of Eller kin in Towns County and beyond. A striking example is the fact that seven 
of the ten most used players on the Towns County High School state championship 
baseball team in 1988 are Eller descendants. And some will likely be interested to 
know that Teddy Gentry, an original and continuing member of the Alabama Band 
is a descendant.  

Well, this is a lot of information but I sincerely hope those who have even a small 
amount of interest in Eller ancestry will help with this potentially massive 
undertaking. It is pretty clear to those of us who are older that the younger folks are 
so busy with other activities that they do not become involved until later so it can 
be rewarding as the years go by to benefit from ancestral efforts being taken through 
the years. Many thanks to all who are willing to participate in this effort and please 
feel free to inquire here or in other ways about any questions you may have. 

 
[Editor’s note:  The 2020 Conference will be held in Hayesville, NC – across the lake 
from Hiawassee, GA] 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/jerry.taylor.712?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVNNVoWuyPqL9vsYbe6MaXZt2iTErotymB_TBzeahqXMyEnmMz6kOqoTIyAFsMso71TKbZBQZCFG5M4HYnKfCa7zPbOQbSsv9HK15EZ-Q73bilLa8aeKLjEy2KK9DovzHk&__tn__=-%5dK-R
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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Obituaries 
We’ve included Eller obituaries in the Chronicles for many years. We’ve now added 
them to our website as well. Please let both the Chronicles editor and the webmaster 
know of the passing of any of our Eller cousins. If possible, let us know how they fit 
into our genealogy and give us a link to their online obituary.  

 
Lula Mae Hunter Obituary 
Lula Mae Hunter Lula Mae Hunter, age 95, of Hiawassee, GA 
passed away Thursday, June 11, 2020. She was born in Tate City 
on March 18, 1925 to the late John and Lula (Eller) Nicholson. After 
losing her husband Claud Hunter to cancer after 32 years of 
marriage she worked at the Towns County Nursing Home for 20 
years. She was a member of Lower Bell Creek Baptist Church and 
loved reading her Bible and devotions, gardening and spending 
time with her family. Lula Mae loved God and loved sharing her 

faith with anyone that would listen. In recent years her favorite past-time was listening 
to gospel music and working Bible puzzles. Her greatest desire was for her family and 
friends to accept Jesus Christ as their personal savior. She was a wonderful mother, 
grandmother, neighbor and friend and she touched many lives. She will be greatly 
missed. 

Lula Mae is preceded in death by her husband, Claud William Hunter; parents, John 
and Lula Nicholson; daughter, Phyllis Reneè Hunter; two brothers and five sisters.  

She is survived in death by 9 children, 7 daughters and 2 sons; Celia and Larry Baxter, 
Carolyn O'Dell, Deborah Ballentine, Anthony "Speed" and Ruby Hunter, Jane Henson, 
Lynda Garmon, June and Roger Krueger, Alden and Mattie Hunter and Sherri and Tim 
McClure; sister and brother-in-law, Jeanette and Buck Melton; eleven grandchildren; 
twenty-six great grandchildren and 2 great-great grandchildren along with a host of 
extended family and friends. 

Mrs. Hunter was from the Jacob Eller line. She was the daughter of Lula Mae Eller 
Nicholson, who was the daughter of William Riley Eller who was the son of Hardy 
Washington Eller. 
  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newfeature17.php
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
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New George Michael Eller Line Book Available: 
My Eller Cousins 

By Loveta Schweers 

Introduction: 
This book was undertaken as a means of preserving the Eller 
photos obtained from my Grandmother, Dorothy Eller Miller as 
well as the photos from other research lines that tie into the Ellers.  
My thanks to Sandy Shepherd and all the others who have been so 
generous in sharing their photos.  

Since so much research has been done and books published on the 
descendants of George Michael Eller by members of the Eller Family Association, I 
have tried to focus primarily on his Ashe County, North Carolina descendants through 
his son, Peter Lenn Eller.  I have also included the results of my research on Henry Eller 
of Frederick County, Maryland.  

Unfortunately, I have not been able to determine the names of the wives of George 
Michael Eller or the place in Germany from which he emigrated.  There is a lot of 
misinformation floating around about the birth date and parents of George Michael; 
however, I have not included any of this as fact because I have not been able to verify 
it.  I have, however, included the possibilities I have found in my research. 

I am very interested in corresponding with other descendants of George Michael Eller 
and Henry Eller of Frederick County, Maryland to determine if they have any 
information (with documented proof) as to the parents of George Michael and Henry 
Eller and to determine if they, too, have Italian heritage in their DNA.  If so, this would 
seem to confirm the story that our Eller ancestors came from Italy across the Alps to 
Southern Germany before emigrating to America in the 1700’s. 

My plan is to prepare a very limited number of CD’s with the information from this 
book and to make them available on a first-come, first-serve basis.  I plan to donate a 
copy to the Eller Family Association, the Ashe County Public Library, and the public 
library in Frederick, Maryland.  For those interested in purchasing a copy, the cost of 
the CD will be $30.00 postpaid.  A personal check can be sent to Loveta Schweers, 425 
Pinehurst Avenue, Salisbury, MD  21801.  If you have any questions, I can be reached 
by email at Loveta@comcast.net.  
  

mailto:Loveta@comcast.net
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On The Lighter Side 
MURPHY WAS A GENEALOGIST 

The keeper of the vital records you need will have just been insulted by another genealogist. 

Your great-grandfather's obituary states that he died, leaving no issue of record. 

The town clerk you wrote to in desperation, and finally convinced to give you the 
information you need, can't write legibly, and doesn't have a copying machine. 

That ancient photograph of four relatives, one of whom is your progenitor, carries the 
names of the other three. 

Copies of old newspapers have holes which occur only on maiden and surnames. 

No one in your family tree ever did anything noteworthy, always rented property, was never 
sued, and was never named in wills. 

You learned that Great Aunt Matilda's executor just sold her life's collection of family 
genealogical materials to a flea market dealer "somewhere in New York City." 

Yours is the ONLY last name not found among the billions in the LDS archives in Salt Lake 
City. 

Ink fades and paper deteriorates at a rate inversely proportional to the value of the data 
recorded. 

Anything that could have burned, did. 

The census taker with the clear handwriting and good ink never enumerated your ancestors. 

If you find a well-documented, illustrious ancestor, you've probably made a mistake. 

Your folks hated government and never filled out forms.  

The book you need is never indexed, or, if indexed, doesn't include people. 

Your families never had attics, much less Bibles or boxes full of photos. 

All real library "finds" are made five minutes before closing, when the copier is broken. 

The correctly shelved books and correctly filed forms are never the ones you need.  

The person sitting next to you at the research center is finding ancestors every five 
minutes...and telling you. 
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Eller Books on Sale 
A limited number of a definitive book on Eller genealogy, George Michael Eller and 
Descendants of His in America (1995 reprint of the 1957 edition), written by James W. Hook 
is still available for sale from the EFA. Make your check or money order for $25 US to Eller 
Family Association. Order from Ed Eller (address below):    kermiteller38@gmail.com 

  

   
 

 Ed Eller 
Eller Family Association 

 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
Dalton, GA  30720 
 
 

Eller Cookbooks Available 
An Eller Cookbook was commissioned by the EFA in 2011. 
Copies are still available for $10, postage paid, also from Ed 
Eller (address above): kermiteller38@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com


Page 32     THE ELLER CHRONICLES                   Volume XXXV, Issue 3 (August 2020) 
 

 
Sales Tax only applicable if you are purchasing from Texas. 



Page 33     THE ELLER CHRONICLES                   Volume XXXV, Issue 3 (August 2020) 
 

Register Now As An EFA Member on the Eller Website 
A special section on the Eller Family Association website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com) 
is just for EFA members and will allow access to the current year’s Chronicles, our 
membership list and other members-only features. But, to ensure that it’s open only to EFA 
members, you need to register. This is important, especially for members who receive their 
edition of the Chronicles by e-mail. You can go to the website and look for the login link near 
the top left of the page (in the brown stripe). Then click on “Don't have a login? Register for a 
New User Account.” near the bottom of the popup box. Or you can click on this address: 
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php 

 
ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular family 
line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present generation and those of the 
future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage. 
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most 
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.   
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated 
family lines worldwide to: 
 Discover and preserve our historical past 
 Report current events and ongoing contributions 
 Develop and expand current family ties 
 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 
 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, May, 
August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 17th century 
to the current time is being gathered and made available. 
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send with 
check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the Eller 
Family Association to:  

Ed Eller 
    Eller Family Association 
    1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
                       Dalton, GA  30720 
 
Gift memberships are now available also.  Give the gift of family.  
 

Give a new one-year membership for $20 
Give a lifetime membership for $200 

 Give 2 new memberships for $35 
Give 3 or more new memberships at a rate of $15 each 

 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php


Page 34     THE ELLER CHRONICLES                   Volume XXXV, Issue 3 (August 2020) 
 

  
Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee 

along with your application for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 
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Remember…please enclose the total membership fees 
along with the applications for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 

GIFT 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 
 
 
 
President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President:  Anna Marie Bliss  4217 East Carmel Ave (480) 396-3364 
     Mesa, AZ  85206  ajbliss3343@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer: secretary@ellerfamilyassociation.com 

Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706) 278-1516 
     Dalton, GA 30720 kermiteller38@gmail.com 
   
Directors: Jerry Kendall 1700 Kendall Rd.  (706) 970-0244 
   Young Harris, GA 30582 jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com  
 
 David G. Eller      PO Box 572216  (713) 952-9400 
   Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com  
  
   Christine Walker 695 Old NC Highway 268 (336) 921-3430 
     Wilkesboro, NC 28697    
  
   Emily Cook 1887 Slater Rd.  (704) 200-8144 
     Charlotte, NC 28216 ecook082160@gmail.com    

 
 Corinne Casper 1598 Heritage Hill Dr. (804) 248-8235 
   Henrico, VA 23238 virginiagirl147@comcast.net  
 
Editor: editor@ellerfamilyassociation.com 
 Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 
 
Web Master     webmaster@ellerfamilyassociation.com 
 Harvey Powers 4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 (434) 247-0317 
   Midlothian, VA 23112 harv@harveypowers.com 
  
Historian: Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 
  
  
 
Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 
 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 
 To report a change of address 
 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 
     James W. Hook (1995 reprint of 1957 edition) @ $25 ea 
 
 
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  
 
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 
 
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org  or www.ellerfamilyassociation.com   
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