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Message from the President 
   

     

 
Hello Ellers! 

 

I hope you have had a good summer.  Our temperatures here in Houston are 

just starting to dip down into the upper 80s in the daytime. That’s our sign that 

fall is on its way  Dan and I experienced some fall weather recently on a 

cruise to Alaska.  It is beautiful country up there, but I wouldn’t want to visit 

during the winter time. 

 

I am looking forward to next summer!  In July, we will have our Eller Family 

Association Conference in Virginia.  I hope that you will plan to attend.  It is 

always a pleasure meeting new Ellers and getting reacquainted with Ellers that 

I have met before.  We should have some more detailed information coming in 

the next issue of the Eller Chronicles.  I know our secretary, Ed Eller, will be 

working closely with our Virginia host, Harvey Powers, to get the best venue 

for our conference. 

 

If you know of someone that has an interesting story to tell about the Ellers, or 

has some interesting family information to share, please let us know.  We’ll 

need some speakers at the conference.  I especially enjoyed meeting and 

learning about some of our Oklahoma Ellers at the last EFA Conference.  I 

loved the picture of the horse in the kitchen…and hope that you Oklahoma 

Ellers can come back! 
 
 
 
Your EFA President, 
Lauren (Eller) Liggett 
missliggy@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com


From the desk of Secretary/Treasurer 

 
Hello Everyone, 

     

    I retired the first of September and it seems I have more to do than when I 

worked.  The last two months I have been to Florida three times, and the last trip 

was for ten days. We had an estate sale at my Brother Kent’s house and now have 

the house up for sale.  All we have left to do is sell the house and three building 

lots and we will have his estate settled.  It has taken a lot of energy on my brother 

Jim, Lois and I but we got through it. 

 

    We had a Cousin’s reunion last month with all my First cousins going for 

three days to Don Carter State Park, which is close to Gainesville, Ga.  This is 

Georgia’s newest State Park on Lake Lanier.  It has eight two-bedroom cabins and 

they are really nice.  It would be a nice weekend getaway if anyone wanted to try 

it.  See below photos of our gathering. 

 

    I have been looking at Hotels in Richmond and will be getting with Harvey 

Powers soon to get one set up for our next Reunion next July 15
th

 thru 18
th

, 

2015.  It will all be in the next Eller Chronicles. 

 

    Betty and I are looking forward to going to Sapphire Mountain, NC on 

October 4
th

 on our 56th Wedding anniversary to meet Cliff and Paula Eller, and 

then on October 5
th

, we are going to the Eller Reunion in Rockwell, NC.  We look 

forward to seeing all of the Eller’s mostly from the John Jacob line. 

 

   Until next time, 

          Ed 
  
My address is: 
Eller Family Association 
3009 East Walnut Ave 
Dalton, GA 30721 
  
706-270-9900 Work 
706-278-1516 Home 
706-217-7314 Cell 

  
 



 
 

The “Cousin’s Reunion” last month at Don Carter State Park on Lake Lanier. 

 

Attendees above include: 

 

Ed & Betty Eller 

Lois & Lee Hardy 

Jack & Reba Lance 

Roger & Judy Eller 

JC & Judy Eller 

Jim & Betty Snyder 

Pat Lance 

Amelia Whitmire 

Anna Marie Bliss 

GL & Gail King 

Keith & Jane McAmis 

Linda Humbard 

 
 
 
 
 



A Riverboat Trip On The Rhine River with a Side Trip to Ediger- Eller 

 
 

On May 23
rd,

 Anna Marie Bliss and Marjorie King went on a Viking River Boat Cruise 

on the Rhine River.  The name of the boat was the Viking Ingvi and it was only 2 months 

old, so we had excellent accommodations. We started the cruise in Basel, Switzerland 

and ended the cruise in Amsterdam.  However, the majority of the cruise was in 

Germany.  My father, Verlie Eller, had helped to build bridges across the Rhine during 

WWII.  He stated that it was a beautiful country. It certainly was lush and green.  We 

were told we would see a lot in a short time and that was absolutely correct.   

 

We embarked on our ship in Basel, Switzerland and had some free time to explore Basel. 

In the evening we left and arrived in Breisach, Germany.  We went on a morning 

excursion to the scenic Black Forrest.  However, we learned that the forest is not black at 

all.  It is mostly made up of evergreens.  On the way back, we visited a famous Cuckoo 

Clock Building and got to see a demonstration.  The icon of the Black Forrest is the 

Cuckoo Clock.  In the afternoon, we paired up with a couple from Toronto, Canada and 

went for a walking tour of Breisach.  We walked and walked and got to see a lot of 

Breisach.  We had to do some climbing just to get up to the old city, but it was worth the 

climb. The following day we arrive at Kehl/Strasbourg. Kehl, Germany is on one side of 

the Rhine  & Strasbourg, France is on the other side.  We visited the city of Strasbourg by 

bus and then took a walking tour through the old town.  We got to see the famed 

Strasbourg Cathedral.  It dates back to the Middle Ages and is a mixture of filigree 

stonework and lacy spires, leering gargoyles and flying buttresses.  In the afternoon, we 

took the boat’s free shuttle and then walked through the old town and finally found the 

Musee des Beaux Arts.  Marjorie wanted to see their painting by Botticelli and we found 

it right away.  On the way back, it looked like they were holding an outdoor mass at the 

beautiful cathedral. 

 

We always had entertainment after our evening meal but we usually wanted to rest.  At 7 

pm our boat set sail for Mannheim, Germany and arrived at 2am.  In the morning, we 

took a bus trip to Heidelberg, visited the castle and took a walking tour, and had some 

free time.  We rejoined our boat, which was now in Gernsheim.  At 1:45pm our boat set 

sail for Rudesheim and arrived there at 5 pm.  In the afternoon, we had a nautical talk by 

our captain.  Our evening meal was an international dinner with dishes from around the 

world. Every evening, I would have some interesting soup I never had before but it was 

always good.  I am allergic to mushrooms and they cooked with them, but they always 

warned me so I could stay away from any dishes that had mushrooms. That evening, we 

got to see a glassblowing demonstration by a traditional German glassblower. On 

Tuesday May 27
th.

 we enjoyed scenic cruising along the Middle Rhine with a 

commentary by our program director.  We passed a total of 17 castles along this stretch 

of the Rhine.  At 12 noon we arrived at Koblenz, Germany.   

 



Our Concierge said this was the time to go if we wanted to go to the town of Ediger- 

Eller.  She gave us a map and a train schedule.  We could take a train and get to Ediger- 

Eller in 53 minutes.  The trains ran every hour.  We had lunch and then took a taxi to the 

train station.  It was a beautiful trip as we traveled near the Mosel River.  Every 

community seemed to have a stone church.  Just before we arrived at Ediger- Eller, we 

went through a tunnel.  It was the Kaiser Wilhelm I tunnel.  Eller was located at the foot 

of the Calmont. When we arrived at the Ediger- Eller stop, we followed a path and took 

off in that direction.  We followed a sign that said Eller.  We stopped at a tavern and the 

lady there did not speak English, but her young son was there and he did speak English.  

We asked him if there was a library or a church.  He told us where the church was located 

and that we were going in the right direction. He stated that the church was about a 

kilometer away.  We noticed that there were beautiful vineyards near the area.  I had only 

learned about Ediger- Eller a couple of weeks before our trip.  I noticed that the Mosel 

River ran into the Rhine.  I asked my friend Marjorie if she would be willing to go with 

me if it was close enough for us to visit.  We passed some signage regarding Eller and 

also saw the names of those who had fought in WW I and WW II.  We saw the church on 

a hill and walked up and it was open, so we were able to go into the church.  It appeared 

to be a Catholic Church.  There was no one at the church office.  We were watching our 

time and decided we should probably walk back to get the train to Koblenz.  It must have 

been off season because we only saw a couple of people and they appeared to be 

workmen. 

 

 I had read about the area on Google and it stated their most important branches and 

economy are winegrowing and tourism.  The history of the area goes back to Roman and 

Celtic times.  It is believed that the Romans were the ones who planted the vineyards 

along the Mosel River.  Behind the railway bridge, with a slope of 65% rises the 

Calmont, whose southside is the world’s steepest vineyard, reaching a height of 378m. In 

1946 the two communities, Ediger and Eller were part of the newly founded state of 

Rhineland – Palatinate.  On June 7, 1969 Ediger- Eller was once again merged to form a 

single municipality.  We got our train and made it just in time for dinner.  Our dinner was 

a taste of German food.  I had Wiener Schnitzel which is my favorite.   

 

At 3AM, our boat set sail for Cologne (Koln).  We arrived at 9AM.  We had a city tour 

visiting the Old Town, Cathedral and St Martin’s Church.  We had an excellent guide 

who told us that 96 percent of Cologne had been demolished during WWII.  However the 

famous Cathedral was not seriously hurt.  We were told you could climb the 509 steps up 

the Dom’s south tower to the base of the steeple.  However, you would not want to be up 

there when the bells were ringing.  The city claims to be the birth place of Eau de 

Cologne.  Marjorie and I both purchased No. 4711, made in Germany.  We had the 

afternoon free and went into the shopping area.  They have an area that is made up of 

pedestrian shopping.  We walked and walked and did our shopping. We were told they 

had some excellent pastries.  They always fed us so good on the boat that neither of us 

wanted any pastries.  Our guide had pointed out the impressive Hohenzollernbrucke 



Bridge that spans the Rhine River in Cologne.  The bridge features padlocks and 

decorative displays of handcuff’s etc.  When the bridge operator recently threatened to 

remove the padlocks, public outcry ensued and the locks stayed.  At 11 pm, we set sail 

for Kinderdijk, Netherlands.   On May 29
th,

 we had a talk about the Rhine River.  It is one 

of Europe’s most important waterways.  It is 820 miles long and the Germans refer to it 

as Father Rhine.  We also learned that Holland is the world’s largest exporter of cheese.  

In the afternoon in Kinderdijk we toured the windmills.  It is a World Heritage Site and is 

a network of windmills and ingenious flood management.  We were able to go up in one 

of the windmills and it reminded me of going up in a light house as it had narrow winding 

steps.  

 At 5:30 pm we set sail for Amsterdam.  We had a farewell dinner, which was a 5 course 

meal.  We had excellent and plentiful food the whole trip.   However, we walked so much 

we did not have to worry about gaining weight. We said goodbye to some friends we had 

met and hated to leave them.  We learned that our group would be departing the ship at 

6:30 AM and that they would have a continental breakfast set up for us.  We were glad 

that they would be taking us to the airport.  The eight days had gone fast, but it was a 

great trip.                             

 

 
Memorial to soldiers from Eller who fought in WWI & WWII 

 
 



 
Vineyards in Eller 

 
 

 
Train Stop in Ediger-Eller 

 



 
An Estate Chapel 

 

 
Castle along the Middle Rhine in Germany 

 
 



 
Cologne, Germany Cathedral 

 
Beautiful Organ Pipes in Cathedral 



 
Strasbourg, France Cathedral 

 
 
 



 
Heidelberg, Germany 

 
 Beautiful Stained Glass Window in Cologne Cathedral 



 
Cologne, Germany Cathedral 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Castle along Middle Rhine in Germany 

  
Cuckoo Clock Building (The building was a large Cuckoo Clock) 

 



 
A scaled down version of Noah’s Ark 

 

 
Kinderkijk, Netherlands 

 



 
Kinderkijk, Netherlands 

 

 
Statue of Guttenburg 



 
Strasbourg Cathedral 

 



 
Strasbourg Cathedral 

 



 
Heidelberg, Germany 

 

 
Castle along Middle Rhine in Germany 



 

 

 
Castles along Middle Rhine in Germany 

 



The History of Eller*  (a small town on the Moselle River 

in Germany) 

  
The name “Eller” is derived from the Celtic tribe.  The remains of a fortress on the nearby 

Ediger Highpoint are of Celtic origins.  There are several discoveries that point to a time of 

Roman rule in the area, one being an urn filled with 957 gold pieces.   

 During the time of Merovingian rule, Eller was a small kingdom.  St. Fridolin preached there 

in 600 AD.  He built a church there in honor of St. Hilarius.  In 1000 AD it became the 

mother church of the main parish. 

 Under the rules of the archbishop, earls and landowners of Trier, Eller became 

prosperous.  The streets of Eller are still adorned with the names of church leaders and 

worldly lords.  A huge fountain, or “kettel” built in Roman times contained blessed water to 

serve 70 villages. 

In 1525 a school was established in Eller.  Also in the 16th century, the humanist Simon 

Ostermann became a famous mayor there.  

 Prosperous times in Eller ended when the French revolutionary troops invaded the 

region.  The property and land of previous owners was transferred to the vineyard 

owners.  The wine industry prevails to this day. 

 Around 1815 the Prussians took possession of the town of Eller.  In 1877 the Wilhelm 

Tunnel was built to help shorten the 3 mile river flow. 

In 1969 the towns of Ediger and Eller were consolidated. 

  

  
*this information is from a plaque in the town of Eller.  The plaque is written 

in German.  It was translated by a friend of Anna Marie Bliss.  Anna visited 
there in May 2014. 

You can read more about Eller on line at this website:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ediger-Eller 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ediger-Eller


MOLLY POPLIN TO GERMANY IN GAAP STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
 

Molly Poplin, daughter of Eller Chronicles Editor Randy Poplin (Tammy) and 
granddaughter of EFA Secretary/Treasurer Ed Eller (Betty) experienced an exciting 
summer in Wernigerode, Germany as an Exchange Student!  She flew from Atlanta to 
Frankfort, then another flight to Hanover…then a bus ride to Wernigerode, Germany.   
For a month, they attended school with the German students and toured many 
historical points of interest including Wernigerode Castle, The Berlin Wall and the 
Volkswagen Plant.  Molly stayed with her Host family… the Tschenisch family during 
her visit.   Lisa Tschenisch will be staying with Molly and the Poplin family during the 
month of October 2014 when the German Students come to the USA for their 
exchange program. 

 

 



 
The GAAP Students visiting the Volkswagen Plant in Wolfsburg  

 

 
The Dalton High School Students in Leipzig Germany 



 
Molly Poplin at a piece of the old Berlin Wall 

 



 
The Dalton High School and Wernigerode German Exchange Students touring Berlin 

 

 
Castle Wernigerode 



 
Molly and the Tschenisch German Host Family 

 
Molly and Lisa Tschenisch, her German Exchange host 



THE SAGA OF REUBEN MONROE ELLER 

(By Patricia Beck) 

 

Several years ago, I received a request from Janice Day Cheek of Cleveland, 

Tennessee for information on her ancestor, Reuben Monroe Eller, born in Rowan 

County, North Carolina. The name Reuben stuck in my mind.  WHY!!  Reuben 

Vance Eller and his wife Charlotte Fisher were friends of mine.  Reuben is the son 

of William Vance Eller and grandson of Reuben and Martha Jane Stoner. I never 

talked to him about his Eller family. 

 

In the Jacob Eller Family History, Alexander Eller 1822-1859 of Rowan County is 

confused with another Alexander Eller who was married to Sarah Marie 

Misenheimer.  This family moved to Iredell County, which adjoins Rowan County.  

This Alexander b c1815 died 1883, is buried at St. Martins Lutheran Church, 

Iredell County.  His wife Sarah born c1821, in Cabarrus County, was still living in 

1880 Iredell County census. There is a Sarah M. Eller born 16 April 1821, died 30 

August 1899, buried at Back Creek Presbyterian Church.  The stone is inscribed 

with “wife of Alexander”. 

Our Alexander Eller and his family were members of St. Matthews Lutheran 

Church, Rowan County and I believe Alexander, Nancy and Aquilla are buried 

there, but no markers.     Alexander Eller b c 1822 d March 1859 (church records) 

married 1) 16 Mar 1846 (bond date) Nancy Cox b c 1826, died c 1854, daughter of 

William and Barbary Cox of Davidson County.  One of her children listed her 

mother's birth place as Davidson County, a County made from Rowan County.  

Davidson County is where the Cox family originated. Children from this marriage 

were: 

1. Mary Jane b 8 May 1847, christened 10 July 1853. The 1860 Rowan County 

census list a Mary Jane Eller 15 living with Eli Sifford and family. No further info. 

2. William Stokes b 21 Feb 1850 (church record), christened 10 July 1853, died 27 

Nov 1927, Guilford County, NC. (Tombstone reads 1 Feb 1850).   In the 1860 

Rowan County census, W.S. was living with Alexander May and his wife Lucinda 

(Ross) Eller, widow of Peter Eller.  He married 1) 4 January 1869 Rowan County 

Mary Jane Waggoner, daughter of John Waggoner and Margaret Earnhardt of 



Cabarrus County.   Born 15 Nov 1844, Mary Jane died 10 Aug 1894, and is buried 

St. Stephens Lutheran Church, Cabarrus County, 2) 14 December 1896 Elizabeth 

(Betty) Thomas, daughter of Levi and Bettie Thomas.  Born 24 May 1861 died 23 

July 1900, she is buried with W.S. at St. Peters Lutheran Church 3) 19 August 

1902 Annie E. Eller, daughter of John Eller and Barbara Jane Stoner. Death 

certificate: born 7 June 1870 died 4 April 1945 buried St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

(no marker). 

3. John Henderson b 18 July 1852, christened 10 July 1853 died 25 February 1937 

Davidson County. In the 1860 Davidson county census, John H was living with his 

aunt Ruth Cox Sheen, widow of Matthew Sheen and her family.  He married 1) 

1873 Margarette Hedrick born 2 April 1853 died 3 April 1927.   John Henderson 

and Margarette are buried at Beck’s Reformed Church, Davidson County.  His 

tombstone reads born Feb 1850, which is his brother’s birth date. 

 

These three children were christened on 10 July 1853, listed as children of 

Alexander and wife.  So Nancy was still living at this time.  Since most families 

had children every two years, I wondered if Nancy might have died in childbirth. 

Nancy had died by late 1854, when Alexander married 2) 2 Jan 1855 (bond date) 

Aquilla Casper b 17 Dec 1829 (christened at Organ Lutheran Church, Rowan 

County).  Her name is on the roll of St. Matthews, and died 1884 is written by her 

name.   Aquilla was the daughter of Conrad Casper and possibly Sophia 

Eddleman?, married 1824, Rowan County.  Children from this marriage: 

A. Jacob Alexander b 8 Feb 1856, christened 20 July 1856 married 12 August 

1874 Martha 

Jane Lemly, daughter of Jacob Lemly and Sallie Hill. Jacob Alexander born 8 

February 1856 died 2 July 1952 Davidson County.  Martha Jane born 1852 died 

1886.  They are both buried at St Matthew Lutheran Church, Rowan County, 

North Carolina. 

 

 

 



ELLER FUNERAL HELD FRIDAY AT CHURCH AT ROWAN 

Jacob Alexander ELLER, age 78, native of Providence Township, Rowan County, 

died Thursday morning at the home of his daughter, Mrs. H.E. TISER, just south 

of Lexington. The funeral took place at St. Matthew’s Lutheran church, in eastern 

Rowan, Friday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock, the funeral party leaving the TISER 

HOME AT 1 o’clock Friday afternoon and interment was in the family plot in St. 

Matthew’s church cemetery. 

The deceased was a son of the late Alexander and Quilly CASPER ELLER.  He 

moved to Lexington years ago to make his home with his daughter.  In 1874, he 

married Miss Martha LEMLY.  Three sons and one daughter survive, J.M. 

ELLER, OF Linwood, Julius ELLER of Stokesdale, B.E. ELLER of Salisbury, R.8 

and Mrs. TISER.  There are 22 grandchildren, and 13 great grandchildren living 

also one brother, J.H. Eller of Lexington. 
“The Lexington Dispatch” of Lexington, NC, Monday 11 July 1932 

 

B. Reuben Monroe b 28 June 1858,  christened 25 October 1858 (see the rest of 

the story!)Aquilla Casper Eller had a child before she married Alexander. 

(Church record) Miss Aquilla Casper, daughter Elizabeth Clementine b 27 

March 1851 christened 25 Nov 1852.  She is listed as Elizabeth Eller, living 

with Aquilla and Alexander's children in the 1860 census.   On 22 April 

1869, Elizabeth Wilhelm married George H. Earnhardt son of George 

Earnhardt and Elizabeth Porter. Elizabeth listed her father as Jesse Wilhelm, 

her mother as Quilla Eller.  There is a Rowan County Bastardy Bond listing 

Jesse Wilhelm as the father. 

Reuben Monroe Eller b 28 June 1858 Rowan County married 24 November 1877 

Martha JaneStoner born 6 Oct 1855, daughter of Charles Stoner and Leah 

Ludwig.   

The couple had three children: 

1. William Vance Eller b 5 Sept 1878 d 27 Jan 1960 married 16 Sept 1901 Fannie 

Alice Kepley b 29 Jan 1885 d 16 Dec 1953 at City Memorial Park, 

Salisbury. 

2. Mary Metta b 18 October 1850 d 20 October 1918 buried St. Matthews Lutheran 

Church, married Napoleon Trexler b 25 June 1876 d 14 March 1940. 



3. Laura Lou Eller b. 1 June 1883 died 13 Apr 1959 married 12 Aug 1900 Noah 

Jenkins Eagle b 29 Jan 1878 d 18 Aug 1976 buried Wyatts Baptist Church, 

Rowan County. 

When I finally got to our library history room to look at any material on the Ellers, 

I found this note in one of the vertical files: "Reuben Eller left Rowan 

County with Laura Eller Hoffner and her three children and has not been 

heard from since.  Laura's son Adolphus was found in Knoxville, TN." * 

Laura’s three children were Adolphus Calvin (1870), M.J. (1875) and Liza (1878).  

Laura B. Eller was married to Joseph G. Hoffner on 21 September 1869, 

Rowan County. Their parents are Michael Eller and Anna Porter and 

Leonard Hoffner and Jerursha Morgan. Later I found Adolphus Calvin in 

Knoxville, Tennessee but I have not been able to find the other two children. 

Laura was dropped from the St. Mathew’s Lutheran Church roll in 1884, and her 

husband remarried in October 1889.  Could 1884 the year Reuben Eller and 

Laura Eller Hoffner left Rowan County?? 

 

Now things began to fall into place. According to the census and other records, 

Reuben and Laura had two sons.  Deaton/Denton Eller was born on 27 

January 1886 in South Carolina and Gideon Mitchell born 4 July 1891 in 

Grainger County, Tennessee.    Did the couple go to South Carolina and then 

to Tennessee??  Reuben had five children now… 3 in Rowan County 

and 2 boys in Tennessee.  Did Reuben marry Laura, even though his wife was 

living in Rowan County??  Laura Eller Hoffner Eller born 30 

September 1851 in Rowan County, North Carolina died 18 Dec 1896 

in Grainger County, Tennessee , buried as Laura B. Eller in the 

Rutledge Cemetery, Grainger  County, Tennessee.  Buried with Laura 

are her son Gideon Mitchell Eller born 4 July 1891, died 17 October 

1954 and her son Adolphus Calvin Hoffner born 29 June 1870 in 

Rowan County died 4 July 1941 in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Adolphus’s 

first wife and two infant daughters are also buried there. The first son,    

Deaton/Denton Eller born in South Carolina 27 February 1886, died 

in Tennessee 15 April 1955.  He is buried with his wife Lola Booth at 

Lynnhurst Cemetery, Knoxville, Tennessee. 

 



Reuben remarried on 15 October 1898 Grainger County, Tennessee to Susan 

Elizabeth Jarvis, daughter of John Day Jarvis and Nancy F. Byrd.  Rube was 40, 

Lizzie was 21.  They were parents of six children: Eula May, Ethel Beatrice, Edith 

Amanda, Frank Monroe, Luther D. and Lennie R.  The family was living in lived 

in Tennessee in 1900 and 1920 and in Kentucky in 1910.   Lizzie Jarvis Eller born 

24 September 1877 in Grainger County, Tennessee, died 25 April 1921 of cancer.  

She is buried at Liberty Hill Cemetery, Grainger County, Tennessee, listed as S.E. 

Jarvis “Wife of Reuben Eller”. All of her children are buried with her:  Eula May 

Eller Day (Herman Day) born 5 Feb 1900 died 27 April 1963; Ethel Eller Crigger 

(Eustis Crigger) born 17 Aug 1904, died 18 Sept 1976; Edith Eller Jarvis (Arley S. 

Jarvis) born 8 March 1906, died 8 April 1998:  Frank M. born 27 Dec 1907 died 2 

July 1918: Luther D. Eller, born 15 May 1911 died 23 Aug 1911 and Lennie R. 

Eller born 18 June 1912 died September 1913.  After their mother’s death, Ethel 

and Edith went to live with their sister Eula May Day.  Their father left the state of 

Tennessee for the state of Virginia.  It is not known when Reuben became a 

preacher.  The 1900 and 1910 census lists him as a surveyor.  The 1920 census lists 

him as a clergyman.  The only info the family knew was he moved to Virginia and 

became a Methodist Circuit Rider Preacher. 

  During this time, Reuben’s wife in North Carolina remarried.  On 17 June 1906, 

Martha Jane Eller married McCamey Morgan.  He was 70, she was 51.  McCamey 

Morgan born 25 Jan 1836 died 18 Dec 1918 and is buried in the Morgan Cemetery 

with his first wife Martha Elizabeth Arey.  Martha Jane Stoner Eller Morgan born 

6 October 1855 died 15 January 1917 is buried at Liberty Methodist Church 

Cemetery next to her infant grandson. Did Martha Jane get a divorce from 

Rueben?  Was she encouraged by her family to rid herself of the man who deserted 

her? 

  Reuben moved to Scott County, Virginia.  He did not wait long before he married 

again.  On 27 May 1923 he married Edith Davidson Taylor, daughter of Logon 

Davidson and Rebecca Taylor.  She was the widow of James Taylor, the mother of 

three children and a post mistress in Scott County, Virginia. Reuben born 28 June 

1858 Rowan County, North Carolina, died 21 May 1927 in Scott County, Virginia.  

He is buried as Rev. R.M. Eller at Slant United Methodist Church, Ft. Blackmore, 

Virginia.  I have not been able to find any info on Reuben’s profession as a 



minister.  In 1929, Edith Davidson Taylor Eller married Ben F. Taylor.  Edith was 

born 21 January 1877, Scott County, Virginia, died in Tennessee 28 March 1947 

and is buried with Reuben at Slant United Methodist Church. 

 

*NOTE:  After this article appeared in the journal of The Genealogical Society of 

Rowan County, a member, Betty Dan Spencer sent me some info from her research 

on the same family: 

DOUBLE DESERTION—Society in 

MorganTownship is in great excitement 

over the desertion of the male head of 

one family with the female head of 

last Saturday Mr. Hoffner, the father of young 

Hoffner who is the unfortunate 

loser of his wife, came to the 

WATCHMAN office and said that Ruben 

Eller and Mrs. Laura Hoffner, the wife 

of his son, had gone off together. It 

was said to Texas, but the old man 

seemed to have his doubts as to that. 

He said that Eller had left a wife and 

three children and that Mrs. Hoffner 

had left a son, nearly grown, and that 

she had taken her two girls with her. 

He added that “the scamps ought to be 

put in the papers; for they had gone off 

to tend like they was man and wife, 

and it might help to find ’em out.” 

This is really a bad nest, and the 

mere elopement of those named is not 

the worst part of the scandal. It leaves 

two families wrecked; a lone woman 

with three children to support; a father 

and son to bear the shame of a 

faithless woman. 

Against Laura M. Hoffner, Defendant. 

To Laura M. Hoffner, Non-resident:–– 

You are hereby notified that the plaintiff 

 

North Carolina, 

Rowan County----in Superior Court, 

CIVIL ACTION FOR DIVORCE 

Joseph G. Hoffner, Plaintiff, 

above named has commenced a civil action 

against you for divorce, and has 

caused a summons to be issued, returnable 

on the eleventh Monday after the first Monday 

in September, 1885, before the Judge 

of said Court. When and where you are 

required 

to appear and answer or demar to 

the complaint. 

Dated this the 8th of September, 1885. 

J. M. HORAH, C, S. C. 

CRAIGE & CLEMENT, Attys. 

Carolina Watchman, Salisbury, N. C. 

September 10, 1885 

Carolina Watchman, Salisbury, Nc 

July 15, 1885 
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There are so many questions unanswered.  Why did Reuben leave?? Was he 

a restless soul? Why did Laura Hoffner take her three children on such an 

adventure?? What happen to her other two children?? Were there any 

divorces??  Did his family in North Carolina know what happened to him?? 

We might never know!!! 

 

Patricia B. Beck 

Rowan County, North Carolina Eller descendant 

pbbeck34@carolina.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:pbbeck34@carolina.rr.com
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HOW TO JOIN A DNA PROJECT 
By Tom Eller 

 
 

The Eller Family Association has thirty-six people who 
have done genealogical DNA testing. Although several 
have since died, new DNA testers can still match their 
DNA. We would appreciate it if you would also join our 
DNA Project. 

 
To order go to the internet to the following sequence of links: 

 eller.org 
  What We DO 

   Eller DNA Project 
    Click here to order a DNA test in The Eller DNA 

Project  

     Then "order" and pay by credit card. 

If asked, check that you want to be part of the Eller DNA Project. 
---------------------- 

 
Y-DNA tests work only on the male line, son to father to grandfather to 
great grandfather, etc. We have asked our Ellers to test at the y-67 level. 

 
mTDNA tests work only on the son and daughter to their Mother, and 

thence only on mother to grandmother to great grandmother, etc. 
 
Family Finder test works on BOTH male and female ancestors for 

about six generations back. This means that you can see relationships among 
descendants of grandparents, both male and female. This works very well 

when not all the children of one woman have the same father or when a 
given man has children by more than one woman—of course, these latter 
two situations usually complicate the genealogy and can be accompanied by 

heartache. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eller.org/
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-join.aspx?Group=eller


Page 35                    THE ELLER CHRONICLES                               Volume XXI, Issue 22 

 
ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their 

particular family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present 

generation and those of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our 

common roots and heritage. 

 

The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the 

quickest and most efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical 

information.   

 

The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and 

associated family lines worldwide to: 

 Discover and preserve our historical past 

 Report current events and ongoing contributions 

 Develop and expand current family ties 

 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 

 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 

 

A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in 

February, May, August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and 

Europe, from the 17
th

 century to the current time is being gathered and made available. 

 

To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) 

and send with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime 

membership, payable to the Eller Family Association to:  

 

Ed Eller 

    Eller Family Association 

    3009 East Walnut Avenue 

                       Dalton, GA  30721 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 36                    THE ELLER CHRONICLES                               Volume XXI, Issue 22 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 

 

 
President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281)578-8141  

   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President:  Anna Marie Bliss   4217 East Carmel Ave     (480)396-3364 

     Mesa, AZ  85206  ajbliss3343@yahoo.com  

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706)278-1516 

     Dalton, GA 30721 kermiteller38@gmail.com 

   

Directors:  Joe R. Eller 2610 Nantucket Drive (336)765-7353 

     Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net  

 

 Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive (719)632-2259 

   Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com  

 

 Gene Ellison 137 4
th
 St, PO Box 51 (912)748-4408 

   Meldrin, GA 31318 gcellison2@hotmail.com 
  
 Janice Day Cheek 4400 Ocoee Street N (423)304-3990 

   Cleveland, TN 37312 jmdcheek@hotmail.com  
  

Director & Web Master    Harvey Powers 150 Merrymount Rd (434)689-5549 

   Boydton, VA 23917 harv@harveypowers.com 

  

Editor: Randy Poplin 1911 Tara Place  (706)529-7485 

   Dalton, GA 30720 rpoplin@dutil.com  

 

Historian:  Dean Eller 2610 Nantucket Drive (336)765-7353 

     Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net  

 

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 

 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 

 To report a change of address 

 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 

     James W. Hook (1957) @ $32 ea 

 

 

Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  

 

Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 

 

To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org 

     

  

 

 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:ajbliss3343@yahoo.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:jrgdeller@bellsouth.net
mailto:ellertj@aol.com
mailto:gcellison2@hotmail.com
mailto:jmdcheek@hotmail.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
mailto:jrgdeller@bellsouth.net
http://www.eller.org/

