
A Visit to St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Red Hill, Pennsylvania  

By J. Gerald Eller, February 1996  

This past October Juanita made a genealogical expedition through Virginia into Pennsylvania. The trip 

was really a pilgrimage to St. Paul's Lutheran Church, in Red Hill, Pennsylvania, the place where my 

immigrant ancestor, Jacob Eller, Sr., was married. We wished to see the one place in Pennsylvania where 

we knew he had been at one time. We also wanted to compare the published record of his marriage 

against the original which we knew to be among the church's records. We confirmed his marriage record 

as published matched the actual translated church record, which simply states, "Jacob Eller, son of 

Casper Eller, born in the Palatinate, m. 11 Dec 1753, Maria Eva Goettge, daughter of Hannes Goettge, 

born in Zweybrucken."  

We hoped that more information might be found, but this was the only statement recorded for him. We 

have yet to receive a copy of the original record which was written in German. it was interesting to see 

so many early records of early Germans, but our greatest thrill was seeing the actual communion set 

and table that were in the old log church at the time of Jacob's wedding.  

 

As indicated in the following documents, the original log church has been replaced, but some of the logs 

are still in existence. The magnificent church of today stands on the same site as the original. Much of 

the large church yard is filled with early headstones inscribed in German. The following pictures, 

excerpts, and maps provide additional information about the church and the area where many German 

settlers who later came to Rowan Co., NC, first settled.  

The first church building of which we have record, was a log building which served as a schoolhouse and 

church. Records do not reveal where the parochial school and church was located, prior to the building 

of the log church, but it is quite possible that a portion of the present sexton's house predates the first 

church building, with school and church activities conducted therein. The first church, a log church, was 



built in 1750 ... this church stood until 1803, when the congregation resolved to build a new stone 

church (below).  

The old church was torn down and sold, and the purchaser used the best logs in the erection of a house. 

(Incidentally, this house is still standing in Bucks County and is the property of the Ondra family.) Kine, 

Raymond A., The Past and Present of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Red Hill, Pennsylvania (1739-1970), Ch. 

3, p. 39.  

 

Old St. Paul’s Church – Built 1803 – Courtesy of Historical Society of Montgomery County, PA 



 



 



 


