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section of land . On this farm he made many improvements, and here he

resided until a few years ago. Not content to follow the ordinary rut in

farming, he gave to the needs and cultivation of his , soil especial care and

attention , and was proportionately rewarded for his labor spent. He is now

living retired in Whitten , in a commodious and handsome modern home

which he built. Mr. Arney never aspired to public office, and in his politics is a

Democrat. He is a member of the Christian church.

Mr. Arney was married in 1884 to Grace Crider, the daughter of Capt

H. S. Crider, whose sketch see. To this marriage one son was born, Nelson

William. Mr. Arney is recognized in the community as one of its sterling

citizens , a man of character and strength, and is respected by those who know

him .

PHILIP ELLER .

A list of Hardin county's worthy families would be incomplete were

there failure to make specific mention of the well known farmer and repre

sentative citizen , and his relatives, whose name introduces this sketch, for

his life has been one of usefulness in many ways, resulting in good to those

with whom he has had dealings, whether in business or social life .

Philip Eller was born in Tazewell county, Illinois, November 3 , 1856,

and he is the son of John and Justina ( Ramige) Eller, the father born in

1818 in Hessen -Darmstadt, Germany, and the latter in Alsace- Lorrain, for

merly a part of France, now a province of Germany. The father came to

America single , when twenty-three years of age , and settled first near Buffalo ,

New York. He was a cooper by trade, which he followed several years in

this country . He married in New York and came west by canal and the

great lakes , also a part of the way by train , to Peoria, Illinois, where he re

mained a short time , then went to Groveland township, Tazewell county, that

state , where he bought eighty acres of wild land , mostly timbered ; this he

cleared and there made necessary improvements and became very comfort

ably fixed. He was one of the pioneers there and had to undergo many hard

ships , but he was industrious and later added eighty acres more to his original

purchase and there continued to live until his death in 1882. His widow , now

advanced in years , makes her home with her children . He was a Republican

and held several minor offices. He belonged to the Evangelical church, to

which his widow also belongs. Their family consisted of the following chil

dren : Mary , who married Jacob Braker, lives in Tazewell county , Illinois ;

Henry, who is farming in Sherman township, Hardin county, was a preacher
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in the Evangelical church in Illinois for several years and in Iowa for seven

years ; he married Albertina Voigt, and they became the parents of eight chil

dren, four of whom are deceased ; Sarah married John Wykle, now a retired

farmer living at Radcliffe, Iowa ; John, who died in 1900 , married Mary

Shafer, an early settler in Sherman township, this county ( see his sketch

on another page ) ; Philip , of this review ; Fred died when three years of age ;

William , who lived in Tazewell county, Illinois, is deceased ; Elizabeth mar

ried G. H. Hake, of Sherman township, this county ( see his sketch herein) ;

George, who married Anna Strickfaden , is farming in Sherman township,

this county

The subject attended the common schools in Tazewell county, Illinois ,

and lived at home until he was twenty -five years of age . He first married ,

in August, 1880, Sarah Hake, of his native community . A sketch of her peo

ple will be found herein, captioned G. H. Hake. Her death occurred on April

5 , 1896. The following children were born of this union : Silas W. , a jew

eler at Zearing, Iowa ; Daniel , who is farming at Broadview , Montana ; New

ton also is farming there ; Laura married William Granzow, of Ellis township,

this county ; Lloyd is living at home.

On May 25 , 1898 , Mr. Eller married Ricka Hildebrand, a native of

Lippe-Detmold , Germany, who came to America on October 21 , 1893. Five

children were born to this union : Dewey, Rudolph, Thelma, Walter and Ver

ner.

In the fall of 1880 Philip Eller came to Hardin county, Iowa, and

bought one hundred acres of land in section 23, Sherman township. It was

all wild and he began life here as a pioneer. He put up a rude hut , sixteen

by twenty-four feet , and lived in it for a period of fourteen years , then built

his present cozy home. In 1889 he erected a large barn . Prospering from

year to year, he has added to his original purchase until he is now the owner

of one of the valuable and choice farms of the township , consisting of three

hundred and seventy acres in Sherman township, and he is also the owner

of a half section in Yellowstone county , Montana . He made a specialty of

raising short-horn cattle , Norman and Hamiltonian horses, also Duroc-Jersey

Red hogs . It is a pleasure to look over his fine herds and his well kept fields.

Mr. Eller is a member of the United Evangelical church, of which he

has been steward and class leader , also a Sunday school teacher for the past

thirty years . He takes a great deal of interest in religious affairs, being a

pillar in the local church, and he carries his religion into his every-day af

fairs , thus living an exemplary life which has gained him the respect and

good will of a vast circle of friends .
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