
Johannes “John” Eller 

 

Johannes “John” Eller (1818-1883) was born 18 Oct 1818 in Hessen-Darmstadt, 

Germany. He came to America, single, on 21 Sep 1840, when twenty-three, with 

his brother Peter Eller. They lived in Wayne County, NY with their brother Niklaus 

and sister Anna Maria.  

Johannes was a cooper* by 

trade, which he practiced 

several years in this country.  

His wife Justina Ramige (1825-

1921) was born in Hatten, Bas-

Rhin, Alsace-Lorrain, France. 

Hatten (sometimes Hatte) is on 

the French side of the current 

border of France and Germany, 

an area that has been fought 

over by those two countries 

over centuries.  She immigrated 

to America in 1829 landing in 

New York at the age of three.  

Her father, Georg Heinrich 

Ramige, was a leader in the 

Evangelical movement and their 

home was used for church 

meetings.   

Johannes married Justina in 1842 (some records suggest 1845) in Lyons, Wayne 

County, New York, and came west by canal and the great lakes, also a part of the 

way by train, to Peoria, Illinois, where he remained a short time, then went to 

Groveland township, Tazewell County, Illinois, where he bought eighty acres of 

wild land, mostly timbered. This he cleared and there made necessary 

improvements and became “very comfortably fixed.”  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I1&tree=Johannes_Eller
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I2&tree=Johannes_Eller
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I2&tree=Johannes_Eller


He was one of the pioneers there and had to undergo many hardships, but he was 

industrious and later added eighty acres more to his original purchase and 

continued to live there until his death 13 Dec 1883. He is buried at Zion 

Evangelical United Brethren Church Cemetery in Pekin, Tazwell County, Illinois.*  

His widow lived with her children until her death at her son Philip’s home in 1921. 

She is also buried at Zion Evangelical United Brethren Church Cemetery.  

Johannes was a Republican and held several minor offices. He and his wife 

belonged to the Evangelical church. 

 

*A cooper is a person trained to make wooden casks, barrels, vats, buckets, tubs, troughs and 

other similar containers from timber staves that were usually heated or steamed to make them 

pliable. Journeymen coopers also traditionally made wooden implements, such as rakes and 

wooden-bladed shovels. In addition to wood, other materials, such as iron, were used in the 

manufacturing process. (Wikipedia) 

* The church is shown as the Zion Evangelical United Methodist Church but the cemetery is 

listed as the Zion Evangelical United Brethren Cemetery There are 39 people with the last name 

Eller buried there. 

 

Sources:  

“Past and Present of Hardin County Iowa” by William J. Moir, 1911 

 

“Find-A-Grave” listings for Justina and Johannes: 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/135636527/justina-eller 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/135636515/johannes-eller 

Ancestry: “Eric Olson Family Tree”  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/166824014/person/322173076077/facts 

Ancestry: “Lundstrom Family Tree” 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/169666728/person/402199189109/facts 

Photograph from Martha Clark who says it is from the Zion Tabernacle.  

 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/135636515/johannes-eller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tub_(container)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watering_trough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journeyman
https://www.umc.org/en/find-a-church/church/?id=47388
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Past_and_Present_of_Hardin_County_Iowa/mBw_AQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/135636527/justina-eller
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/135636515/johannes-eller
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/166824014/person/322173076077/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/169666728/person/402199189109/facts


 

 


