
Alfred P. Eller (1843-1921) 

Alfred P. Eller, Henry and Elizabeth’s oldest child, grew to manhood in Wilkes County, where he was a 

farmer. On 11 October 1862, at age nineteen, Alfred enlisted in Company I of the 58th Regiment, North 

Carolina State Troops, which was part of the Western Army, Cumberland Gap of 

Tennessee-Kentucky. During the Civil War, Alfred escaped without being 

wounded but spent three months in CSA. hospital at Atlanta, Georgia, suffering 

from smallpox. He was captured by U.S. Federal forces and sent to prison in 

Ohio, where he contracted the measles and spent weeks in the hospital. At the 

end of the war, Alfred returned to Wilkes County. 

On 6 May 1867, in Wilkes County. At age twenty-four, Alfred married Nancy 

Jane Stout, daughter of Rachel (Eller) and Colonel Jonathan Stout (CSA) As a 

descendant of the Absolom Eller family, Nancy was a distant cousin of Alfred. 

Nancy Jane’s mother, Rachel Eller, was Alfred’s second cousin. Her father, 

Colonel Jonathan Stout, was a prominent citizen of Wilkes County where he 

served as County Justice after the Civil War. The Stouts were a large family of 

twelve children. By 1907, at the age of eighty-eight years, Colonel Stout had a total of 134 descendants.  

Nancy Jane (Stout) Eller suffered from tuberculosis. So, her husband Alfred decided to move their family 

to Competine Township in Wapello County, Iowa, hoping the change in climate would improve his wife’s 

health. Taking his mother with them, Alfred left Wilkes County about 1869. Nancy Jane did not enjoy 

living n Iowa, many miles from her relatives, so after a few Years, the Ellers returned to Wilkes County, 

North Carolina.  

On 3 July 1906, Alfred P. Eller applied for a military Pension. He was in very poor health, suffering from 

heart trouble, rheumatism, and other ailments. Having to make his living by manual labor, Alfred stated 

that he was often unable to work at all. He drew his pension until 14 April 1921 when he died in Boone, 

North Carolina. His death certificate, number 14, gave his residence as Sands, North Carolina, and his 

place of burial, Boone Cemetery. His father’s name, Henry Eller, is shown on the certificate, but not that 

of his mother, Elizabeth (Secrest) Eller.  

Nancy Jane (Stout) Eller died from tuberculosis which had afflicted her for many years. Her death 

occurred between 1871 and 1876. She was buried beside her two young sons in Mount Pleasant 

Cemetery near Champion, North Carolina. Their graves are marked.  

On 16 January 1922 Mary, Alfred’s second wife and his widow, applied for a widow’s pension on her 

husband’s military service in the Civil War. Pensions for widows of Civil War veterans had been provided 

by a recent act of 8 March 1921. A fourth-class pension was approved and drawn on until 1938. On 5 

October 1938, Mary was advanced to a Class A pension since she was totally disabled.  

 

Most of Alfred and Mary’s history was supplied by Mr. Clint Miller of Boone, North Carolina, the son of 

John C. Miller and Esther Jane (Eller). Mr. Miller supplied the portrait of Alfred P. Eller. "Eller Family in 

America", Reese, Michael Alan, (Donning Company, 184 Business Park Drive, Suite 206, VA Beach, VA), 

ISBN: 978-1-57864-1., p.77 


