
Captain Calvin Eller (1844-1916) 

Information provided by Peter Lynn Eller 

May 1990 “Eller Chronicles” 

Calvin was born January 30, 1844 in Ashe County, North Carolina, to Peter and Nancy Brooks 

Eller. He enlisted in the 58th N.C. State Troops, Company L, on July 20, 1862. He was elected to 

the rank of first lieutenant by the men of his company. Sometime in mid-1863 he was 

promoted to the rank of captain.  

During the winter of 1862 & 1863 the 58th N.C. was stationed at 

Big Creek Gap near Jacksboro, Tennessee. The winter was spent in 

outpost duty, picketing this and neighboring passes in the 

Cumberland Mountains. In the summer of 1863, the regiment 

joined the Army of Tennessee under the command of General 

Bragg. In the battle of Chicamuga, September 18 to 20, 1863 the 

58th N.C., in a charge that captured the enemy stronghold on 

Snodgrass Hill, suffered greatly with over one half of those that 

went into action being killed or wounded. Calvin was wounded in 

the right knee at this battle. Other battles that the 58th were 

involved in the Battle of Missionary Ridge, November 1863, and 

the battles in and around Atlanta, Georgia. Calvin was wounded once again in June 1864 during 

the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia, this time in the wrist.  

In November, 1864, the regiment moved back to Tennessee. There in the Battle of Columbia 

the regiment captured an enemy fort and they were charged with moving the Union prisoners 

to Corinth, Mississippi. After being relieved of the prisoners they joined up with Hood's army 

and traveled by rail to Branchville, South Carolina. The regiment reached the vicinity of 

Columbia, S.C. in February 1865. There they had skirmishes with men of Sherman's army. Now 

part of General Johnston's command, the 58th N.C. prepared for their last battle, numbering 

only about 300 men, at the Battle of Bentonville, N.C., on March 18, 1865. After this battle the 

men marched toward the capitol of Raleigh and on the 16th of April 1865 encamped at 

Greensboro, N.C. Here the regiment was selected as a guard for the large accumulation of 

North Carolina quartermasters’ stores. At Greensboro the regiment was paid in Mexican silver 

dollars. One dollar and fourteen cents to each officer and enlisted man present. 

General Johnston’s General Order No. 18 announcing the surrender of the army was received 

on April 27, 1865. The paroles were received on May 2, 1865 and were given to the regiment 

which immediately as an organized body marched to Statesville where it disbanded; some 

marching to their homes in the mountains of Ashe and Watauga Counties. My great 

grandfather came back to Ashe where in 1869 he married Celia Jane Heath. They raised a large 

family in the Walnut Hill Township. Calvin farmed roost of his life, but he was appointed a 



justice of the peace in the 1890s. Calvin and his wife were prominent members of the Mountain 

Union Baptist Church. Celia passed away on January 30, 1916, and Calvin passed away on 

October 18, 1920. Both are buried in the Eller Family Cemetery on the Phoenix Mountain in 

Ashe County, North Carolina.  

Peter Lenn Eller  

P.O. Box 739  

Jefferson, N.C. 28640  

 

Additional Information provided by Byron Eller 

May 1990 “Eller Chronicles” 

Calvin's service record obtained from the National Archives in Washington D.C. gives very little 

additional information to that given by Peter. Calvin was promoted to captain June 1, 1863, 

near Dalton, Georgia. Various papers such as officers pay accounts, and requisition forms, are 

signed "Calvin Eller, captain, commanding Co. L, 58th Regt. N.C. Vol., (Palmer's Partisan 

Rangers)." However, none of these papers are dated later than January 15, 1864. Then his 

service record has an entry that Captain Eller "tenders his resignation", effective October 12, 

1864. No other explanation is given, nor is a muster out form with date of discharge given. If his 

resignation was accepted, Calvin did not continue in the service to the end of the war in April 

1865.  

Why did he choose to resign or leave the army? (if he did). There may be one explanation. As 

noted on a special form in his records, Calvin applied for a soldier's pension on July 13, 1905, by 

reason of wounds received 'while at Marietta, in the State of Georgia, on or about the 22nd day 

of June, 1864". It could be that the wound to the wrist, mentioned by Peter Lenn in his account, 

proved to be so serious that Calvin found it difficult to perform the duties required of a captain 

commanding a company and chose to resign his commission and leave the army.  

What were the circumstances and where was the 58th N.C. Inf. on June 22, 1864, when Calvin 

received his wound? During the Atlanta campaign the 58th was part of Lt. Gen. John Bell Hood's 

Corps. On June 22, the Northern Army was advancing toward Marietta, Georgia, with Atlanta as 

the main objective. But Hood, who had been given command of all of the Confederate forces 

engaged (Army of the Tennessee) decided to take the offensive and attacked the Yankees at 

Kolb's Farm. (Approximately 2 miles south west of Marietta). The Confederate attack was 

repulsed with grievous losses, the greatest number being in Calvin's division, which was now in 

great disarray. The Battle of Kolb's Farm is known as the "Rehearsal for Atlanta's Doom", which 

was eventually occupied by Sherman’s troops September 2, 1864.  

It would be interesting to know if Calvin was with Hood's army of the Tennessee during the 

intervening weeks between Kolb' s Farm and the fall of Atlanta, or whether his wound had 

incapacitated him. If Calvin left the army in October, it would have been prior to Hood's march 



north into Tennessee with the intention of retaking that state, and Kentucky, for the 

Confederacy. This campaign by Hood failed disastrously, just as the Kolb Farm attack had failed.  

Byron H. Eller 

6507 Jack Hill Drive, 

Oroville, 95966 

 

More information on Cpt. Calvin Eller can be found in the EFA database at: 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I9364&tree=GeorgeMichael01 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I9364&tree=GeorgeMichael01

