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on May 29 , 1907. His widow is still living there. They were alwaysmem

bers of the United Evangelical church , and their family consisted of thirteen

children , ten of whom grew to maturity, namely : George died when thirty

three years of age ; John is a retired farmer at Washburn, Illinois ; Mary, now

deceased , married William Gruckmiller, of Osceola county, Iowa ; William , of

this review ; Maggie is deceased ; Charles is a merchant at Paulding, Ohio ;

Kate, who lives at Washburn, Illinois , married Reinhold Earing; Lydia died in

April, 1909 ; Henry is deceased ; Ida lives at Secor, Illinois ; Benjamin lives on

the home place.

William Schafer received a common school education and lived at home

until he was twenty-six years old . On January 7, 1891, he was united in mar

riage with Bertha Smith, of Tazewell county , Illinois ; she was the daughter

of Peter and Hannah ( Grauf ) Smith , the father a native of Illinois and the

mother of Pennsylvania, she being now deceased ; they were always farmers.

Two sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Schafer, Glen B. and Dale E.

After his marriage, Mr. Schafer rented land in Marshall county , Illi

nois, for eight years. He came to Hardin county , Iowa, in the spring of 1901

and bought one hundred and sixty acres in section 34 , Sherman township ,

known as the George Hough place. He erected all the buildings on the place

except the dwelling and he has done much fencing and tiling. He has rotated

his crops so as to retain the original fertility of the soil and he raises abundant

harvests. Stock raising has long been an important factor in his work and

his fine short -horn cattle , Belgian horses, Poland -China and Chester White

hogs, also Plymouth Rock chickens always bring high prices when offered

for sale owing to their superior qualities . In the fall of 1909 Mr. Schafer

purchased sixty-two acres more land in section 27. Politically he is a staunch

Republican and he belongs to the Evergreen Evangelical Association.

JOHN ELLER .

One would be attempting a task in which failure alone could crown his

efforts should he attempt to find in the annals of Hardin county a worthier

or better citizen than the late John Eller, a man who , it is true, did not figure

prominently in public affairs or carry to successful issue great undertakings

of unusual magnitude, but in the more humble walks of life he sought to do

his duty at all times and under all circumstances as he saw and understood

the right, thereby winning a host of warm personal friends who regarded him
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as a high grade and valuable citizen , and it will be a long time indeed before

he is forgotten here.

Mr. Eller was born in Tazewell county , Illinois , October 3 , 1853 , and

he is the son of John and Justina ( Ramage ) Eller, natives of Germany, who

are mentioned at some length in the sketch of Philip Eller on another page of

this work . These parents came to America in their youth and first settled in

the state of New York, later came to Tazewell county , Illinois , where they

secured wild timbered land which they improved into a good farm on which

the father lived until his death in 1882 ; the mother is now living among her

children, of whom there are seven , namely : Mary, Henry , Sarah, Paul,

Philip, George and Lizzie .

John Eller was educated in the schools of Tazewell county, Illinois , and

lived at home until he was married , in February, 1878, to Mary Shafer, who

was born in Woodford county , Illinois, the daughter of Benjamin Shafer,

who was born in Grockle-Voeburg, Westphalia , Germany, December 22 ,

1817 ; there he grew up and began life as a farmer, and emigrated to America

in 1846 , and was married in Boston , Massachusetts, May 25 , 1852. In 1856

they located in Washburn , Woodford county, Illinois , where they procured

wild land , mostly tinibered , which Mr. Shafer cleared and developed into a

good farm . There the mother's death occurred June 30, 1884. They were

members of the Evangelical church , and their family consisted of six children ,

namely : William , who is living on the old home place in Illinois ; Benjamin

died December 19, 1884 ; Mary, who married Mr. Eller , of this review ; Car

rie lives in Illinois , as does also Lizzie ; Ed . lives at Radcliffe, Iowa . Benja

min Shafer, the father, was an invalid for fifteen years ; his death occurred

on March 3, 1903.

The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Eller : Carrie ,

who married Fred Topp, died March 26, 1910 ; they live in Eddy county,

North Dakota, and are the parents of six children , Ruben , Clarence , Ray , Ir

win , Harold and Wallace , the last named being deceased . Oren Eller , who is

farming in Eddy county , North Dakota , married Jennie Fett , and they have

two children , Emerson and Jennie ; Benjamin, who is farming in Sherman

township, this county , married Lydia Brunemier ; Ralph is farming on the

home place; Annie is living at home; May, who married Fred Kuhfuss, is

farming in Sherman township, and they have one son , Carroll ; Clarence is at

home, as is also Dora.

In 1876 Mr. Eller came to Hardin county, Iowa , and bought one hundred

acres of land in Sherman township, where the family now live , the land then

being in the raw state ; he returned to Illinois , but he and his wife came back
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and located on the place in 1878. He first put up a shanty and later, as he

prospered through hard work and good management, put up the present home

and made all the modern improvements on the place just as they stand today ,

and added to his first purchase until he owned three hundred and forty acres

of very valuable and productive land, also owned a quarter section in Eddy

county, North Dakota . He built a fine home and kept everything about the

place in shipshape. He paid a great deal of attention to stock raising and

always kept good grades of various types, and no small part of his annual

income was derived from marketing his live stock , which he knew well how

to prepare so as to bring fancy prices . He was regarded as one of the town

ship's best farmers and stock men .

Mr. Eller was a Republican, but did not aspire to public offices. He was

a member of the United Evangelical church .

The death of Mr. Eller occurred on March 10, 1906. His widow and

some of the children still live on the home place , carrying out the work he

inaugurated and successfully managing the same.

WILLIAM H. SWANAY.

The life of William H. Swanay, now living retired in his pleasant home

in Iowa Falls, has been one of unceasing industry and perseverance

and the notably systematic and honorable methods he has followed have won

him the unbounded confidence and regard of all who have formed his

acquaintance. For many years he was one of the community's leading

agriculturists and stock men .

Mr. Swanay was born in Jo Daviess county , Illinois , April 24 , 1851 ,

and he is the son of Samuel and Mary Ann ( Vincent) Swanay, the mother

born in Cornwall, England, April 15 , 1831 , and when five years old her

parents brought her to America . She now resides at Alden, Iowa , and,

although eighty years of age , is hale and hearty and keeps house alone for

herself . The father, who was born in Glasgow , Scotland, about 1816, came

tc America in early childhood . He engaged in farming in Illinois and also

kept a country hotel along the old stage route to Galena , that state. He went

to California about the time his son , William H., of this review , was born .

His quest for gold in the far West resulted in many perilous adventures,

being frequently annoyed by wild Indians, who stole his horse on one

occasion . Returning from the West, he bought a farm in Illinois and also
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