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James William Eller
Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Private James William Eller joined for duty and enrolled 26 November 1863 in Bloomington,
Indiana for a period ofthree years. According to the Company Muster-In Roll dated 30 April1864
in Columbus, Indiana, he had been mustered by First Lieutenant W. F. Melbourne, 15th U.S.
Infantry, 14 January 1864 and was paid a bounty of $60. His residence was listed as Van Buren
Township, Monroe County, Congressional District 3, State oflndiana.
According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 18 years old, 5 feet 8 inches tall, of
light complexion with blue eyes and light colored hair. He was born in Monroe County, Indiana.
His occupation was listed as farmer. He had been enlisted by John McCrea in Bloomington,
Indiana.
He was listed as present on the various Company Muster Rolls dated March/April, July/Aug.,
Sept./Oct., Nov./Dec. 1864 and Jan./Feb. 1865. For 25 June 1864 he was listed as absent in Hospital
at Pulaski, Tennessee. In June 1865 he was in the regimental pack train. In July 1865 he was on extra
or daily duty.
According to the Company Muster-Out Roll dated 31 August 1865 in Vicksburg, Mississippi,
he had last been paid 28 Feb. 1865. Bounty paid to date was $180 and he was still due to be paid
$120. Under the remarks it states that he had joined at the original organization.

Tenth Indiana Cavalry
A Brief History of the Regiment During the Civil War

"The Tenth Cavalry - One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth Regiment - was
recruited during the fall and winter of 1863, its first camp of rendezvous being at
Vincennes, and the next at Columbus - the companies composing the regiment being
from the First and Third Congressional Districts. On the 2nd ofFebruary 1863, the
regiment was organized, with Thomas N. Pace as Colonel, but remained in the State
until the 3rd of May, when it moved (dismounted and armed as infantry) to
Nashville, and thence to Pulaski, Tennessee. During the progress ofthe Atlanta
campaign the regiment was stationed at Pulaski, Tennessee and Decatur, Alabama,
and was engaged in guarding the Northern Alabama Railroad, it being one of the
roads over which supplies were transported to Sherman's army. During that time it
had several skirmishes with forces under Roddy, Wheeler and Forrest. 1
On the 28th of September, the Tenth Cavalry fought the battle of Pulaski,
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with Forrest, losing one commissioned officer killed and two wounded, and seven
men killed and forty wounded. The detachment stationed at Decatur, under Major
Williamson, fought Hood's2 forces four days, commencing on the 26th of October.
The loss to the detachment, in this engagement, was four killed and eight wounded.
A portion of the regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Gresham, fell
back on Nashville, and was engaged in the battles of Nashville, Little Harpeth,
Reynold's Hill and Sugar Creek, losing three field officers wounded, including the
commanding officer, and eight ~!len killed, forty wounded and seventy-five captured.
On the other hand the regiment, in these several engagements, captured from the
enemy four stands of colors and three-hundred men and officers, with their arms. In
December 1864 and January 1865, the detachment under Major Williamson, at
Decatur, after Hood had retreated across the river, participated in the battles of Flint
River, Indian Creek, Courtland and Mount Hope. It also succeeded in capturing ten
pieces of artillery, and one-hundred and fifty officers and men, and a supply train
consisting of one-hundred and fifty wagons and five-hundred mules. This ended the
campaign for the winter.
In February the detachments were again brought together, and the regiment,
under the command ofMajor Swallow, proceeded on steamers, down the Tennessee,
Ohio and Mississippi, to New Orleans, and thence to Mobile Bay. After landing, it
participated in the reduction of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakley, which resulted in the
surrender ofMobile. After the occupation of that city, the Tenth Cavalry proceeded
on an expedition northward to Eufaula and Montgomery, Alabama. After this it
marched to Columbus, Mississippi, and from thence moved across the State to
Vicksburg, reaching that city early in July. From that time until its muster out of
service, the regiment was engaged in garrisoning and patrolling the counties of
Holmes and Attalla in Mississippi. On the 28th of April 1865, the regiment lost
Captain Gaffuey, Lieutenant Twigg and Reeves, and thirty-five men, by the explosion
of the ill-fated steamer Sultana. These officers and men had been paroled at
Vicksburg, and were on their way home. The regiment also lost five men killed and
seventy wounded by railroad collision on the Louisville and Nashville railroad while
being transported in May 1864.
On the 31st of August 1865, the Tenth Cavalry was mustered out of service
at Vicksburg, Mississippi. On the 5th of September it arrived at Indianapolis with
twenty-eight officers and five-hundred and nineteen men for final payment and
discharge. On the following day, after partaking of a dinner prepared for them at the
Soldiers' Home, the officers and soldiers of the command marched to the State
grounds, where they were publicly welcomed home in addresses delivered by General
John L. Mansfield and Hon.! John H. Farquhar. The next day the regiment was
finally discharged from service."

1. Confederate cavalry generals, Roddy, Joseph Wheeler and Nathan Bedford Forrest.
2. Confederate general John Bell Hood.
(Ann Turner, Guide to Indiana Civil War Manuscripts, Indiana Civil War Centennial
Commission, 1965, Indianapolis, pp 326-327,thru Indiana State Archives).
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Jantes Williant EUer and the Tenth Indiana Cavalry

Typical cavalry men
of the Midwest, or
"Western States", as
they were called in
those days.

The ill-fated steamer Sultana, one of the largest of the Mississippi riverboats, with an
official capacity of 400 passengers.

Beside her 85 crew members, she
was carrying 1,900 Union army
parolees on their way home, 75
civilian passengers, 100 hogs, and
60 surplus army horses and mules
from Camp Fisk near Vicksburg,
Mississippi to Cairo, Illinois.
Seven miles north of Memphis,
Tennessee, around 2:00 a.m. on
April 27, 1865, one of her worn
out boilers exploded. The worst
marine disaster in U.S. history, an
estimated 1,585 lives were lost.
Among the dead were three officers and thirty-five men of the
Tenth Indiana Cavalry.
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JAMES WILLIAM ELLER - CIVIL WAft VETERAN
I Oth Indiana Cavalry
The following pages are from the Military Pension Records of James William Eller (Henry,
John, George, Christian Eller). These documents give information about the veteran's wartime injuries,
his places of residence after the war, and testimonies from those who knew him in and out of the
service. These documents help to form a better picture of his experiences during and after the war.
Although his Military Service Record indicated that James was 18 when he enlisted, he
admitted in a letter from his Pension Records (12 Feb 1912) that he was actually underage. In his
Declaration For Pension (27 July 1908), it states that he was born 29 May 1846, at Monroe County,
Indiana. This would have made him 17 years old when he enlisted 26 Nov 1863.
According to the testimony ofhis former First Sergeant, Wilson Adams (25 May 1889), James
was taken by a severe attack ofDiarrhoea, probably caused by change of water or heat, following a
long march from Louisville, Ky. to Pulaski, Tenn. during the summer of 1864. He stated that the
attack was so severe that James had to enter the hospital at Pulaski. Sergeant Adams recollected that
James was unable to perform his duties fully from that time forth during the balance of his term of
service. Adams also stated that James complained of the disease of piles as a consequence of
diarrhoea. He remembered that they had to give James light duty and favor him because of the
disease.
According to James Eller, in his Declaration For Invalid Pension (7 Aug 1866), due to the
effects of Chronic Diarrhoea, by August 1865, he became totally unable for service, and so continued
till he was discharged 31 August 1865. In a letter from his Pension Records (12 Feb 1912), he stated
that in Vicksburg, Miss. at the close of the war he was seriously sick from diarrhoea and piles; and for
a short time was in the hospital at Indianapolis, Indiana where they were finally discharged. James said
that from Dec 1865 to March 1866, he was confined to his bed with sickness, and was expected to
die any day.
James had served with his first cousin, Henry B. A. Eller, in Company I of the lOth Indiana
Cavalry. While in the service, both contracted chronic diarrhoea. Cousin Henry B. A. Eller died one
month after being discharged from his army service. During the Civil War, more soldiers died from
disease than in battle. The leading killer of diseases was chronic diarrhoea, which, according to Union
medical records, caused the death of30,836 Union soldiers. Acute diarrhoea caused another 4,291
deaths. (Philip Katcher, The Civil War Source Book, Facts On File, 1992, New York, p 120).
In the letter of 12 Feb 1912, James said that his father, who had also been in the service, was
opposed to his asking for a pension so long as he was able to care for him, or so long as he could care
for himself. He eventually applied for pension at the urging of his family physician, who had been a
surgeon during the Civil War.
According to his Declaration For Pension (27 July 1908), his places of residence since leaving
the service were: Exeter, Neb. 1872; Fairmont, Neb. 1873-1886; Omaha, Neb. 1886-1905; McPherson
County, Nebraska 1905-1908. His post office address was Tryon, McPherson County, Nebraska.
An article submitted by Marjorie Barker McCormack oflndianapolis, Indiana in The Eller
Chronicles Vol. VII, No.3, August 1993, pp 180-182 ,contained the following information. James
was born near Bloomington, Indiana on 29 May 1846. He was the first child of Henry Eller and his
second wife Elizabeth Nancy Shreve. James' father, Henry Eller, served in the U.S. Army during the
Civil War. James William Eller was married to Francis Hagar near Exeter, Nebraska on 28 Nov 1872.
James remarried 29 May 1921 to Louisa J. Milligan in Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie County, Iowa.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 7 August 1866

DECLARATION FOR INVALID ARMY PENSION.
State oflndiana
County ofMonroe
On this 7th day of August, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty six, personally appeared before
me, George Sheeks, Clerk of the Circuit Court, within and for the County and State aforesaid, James
W. Eller aged 20 years, a resident ofVan Buren Township in the County of Monroe, in the State of
Indiana, who being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical James W. Eller, who
enlisted in the service of the United States at Bloomington, County of Monroe, State oflndiana, on
the 26th day ofNovember, in the year 1863, as a private in Company I, commanded by Captain James
E. Mathers, in the 1Oth Regiment of Indiana Cavalry Volunteers, in the war of 1861, and was
honorably discharged on the 31st day of August, in the year 1865, that while in the service aforesaid,
and in the line of his duty at a place called Vicksburg, or near there, in the State ofMississippi, on
or about the 15th day of July, 1865, he was attacked with a disease called Chronic Diarrhoea, brought
on by the exposure to which he was subjected, and by the water he was compelled to use, In August
he became totally unable for service, and so continued till he was discharged, August 31, 1865, And
since that time he has been unable for any labor whatever, being confined nearly all that time to his
bed.
Since leaving the service he has resided in Van Buren Township in the County of Monroe, in the State
oflndiana, and his occupation has been nothing, being entirely unable for any manual labor, having
been confined to his bed. When enrolled he was a farmer. And for the purpose of prosecuting his
claim, he hereby appoints John M. Landen, of Bloomington State oflndiana, his attorney in fact,
with power of substitution. He requests that his pension be paid at Madison State oflndiana. His
post office address is Bloomington, County of Monroe, and State oflndiana.

~<W.

0&r-

Signature of the Claimant
Also personally appeared Leroy H. Chase a resident of Monroe County, State oflndiana, and Little
B. Bray a resident ofMonroe County, State oflndiana, persons whom I certify to be respectable and
entitled to credit, and who, being by me duly sworn, say that they were present and saw James W.
Eller sign his name to the foregoing declaration and power of attorney, and they further swear that
they have every reason to believe, from the appearance of the applicant and their acquaintance with
him, that he is the identical person he represents himself to be; that they have known him for eight
years last past; that prior to enlistment he was a funner. Since leaving the service his habits have been
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uniformly good, and his occupation has been nothing, as he has been unable for any manual labor.
They further state that they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim.

Signatures of the Witnesses:

~erqy%. B~

~ {l]. {lj~
Sworn to, acknowledged and subscnbed before me, this 7th day of August 1866, and I hereby certify
that the contents ofthe foregoing declarations of claimant and affidavit of witnesses was made known
to each of them before administering the oath; and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the
prosecution of this claim.

Official Signature:

//~JheeA&
Clerk Monroe
Circuit Court

Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 6Aprill867
Adjutant General's Office
Washington, D.C.
April 6, 1867
Sir:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from your Office of application for Pension No. 113,901,
and to return it herewith, with such information as is furnished by the files of this Office.

It appears from the Rolls on file in this Office, that James W. Eller was a Private in Co. I, 1Oth
Regiment oflnd. Cavalry Volunteers. On the Muster Roll of Co. "I" ofthat Regiment, dated Aug.
31, 1865, he is reported "Present" mustered out with Company. No evidence from the rolls that he
contracted Chronic Diarrhoea July 15, 1865.
I am, Sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
(name not legible)
Assistant Adjutant General
The Commissioner ofPensions,
't: 6e EITeT C6Tonic:fee
t>ofume xn. JMue .1
Washington, D.C.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
11 April 1867
(CIRCULAR No.7)

Department of the Interior,
PENSION OFFICE.

Aprilll, 1867
Sir:
In the case of James W. Eller No. 113,901, late a Private, Co. I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry, it
is respectfully requested that you furnish this Office whatever evidence the rolls of said Regiment may
afford as to the applicant's service and disability and discharge. He alleges that he contracted Chronic
Diarrhoea at Vicksburg, Miss. on the 15th day of July 1865, and was discharged on the 31st day of
Aug. 1865.
Respectfully, yours,

Commissioner

Adjutant General, US.A.
Washington, D.C.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 25 May 1889

State of Indiana
County ofMonroe
In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No._ of James W. Eller on 25th day ofMay
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a _ in and for the aforesaid County, duly authorized
to administer oaths Wilson Adams, aged 55 years a resident of Bloomington in the county of Monroe
and State of Indiana, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who being duly
sworn, declares as follows: I was 2nd Sergeant and afterwards 1st Sergeant Co. "I" lOth Indiana
Cavalry in the war of the late rebellion and was well acquainted with James W. Eller of same Co. and
Reg't. Also I remember that in the summer A.D. 1864 while in camp at Pulaski, Tenn. said Eller was
taken with severe attack of Diarrhoea probably caused by change of water or heat. We had just been
on a long march from Louisville, Ky. to Pulaski, Tenn. at that time. The disease was so severe that
he had to enter hospital at Pulaski. From that time forth during balance of his term of service he was
badly disable for performance ofhis duty on account of said diarrhea and he complained of disease
of piles as a consequence of diarrhoea. I remember that we had to give him light duty and to favor
him on account of said disease. I am not interested.

1Pitwrv ../Uom&
Affiant's Signature.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certify that I read said
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further
certify that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution.

~fT.~
Justice ofthe Peace {sEAL}
Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice of the Peace. lfbefore a Justice or Notary,
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to SlURGES & LEWIS,
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska.
I _ Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certify that _Esq., who hath signed
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine.
[SEAL]

'tije ~ITeT Q:I;Tonkfee
Uoftnne- ~II • .IMue .l

map

1998

®

Clerk of

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
5 June 1889
Date:

State ofNebraska
County ofDouglas
In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No. 113901 of James W. Eller on 5th day of June
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in and for the aforesaid County, duly
authorized to administer oaths James W. Eller, aged 43 years a resident of Omaha in the county of
Douglas and State ofNebraska, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who
being duly sworn, declares as follows: My P.O. add. is No's. 7 & 8 Nebraska Nat. Bank Building
Omaha, Neb. Several years ago I filed a pension claim in U.S. Pension Bureau through an att'y. in
Washington, D.C. by name ofFitzgerald. That said Fitzgerald was debarred from practice, and no
further evidence has been filed to the best of my knowledge. I do not wish to have George E. Lemon
act as my att'y. but desire to have Heiram A. Sturges of Omaha, Neb. act as my att'y. of record in said
case.

~11/.

G'&r-

Affiant's Signature.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certifY that I read said
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further
certifY that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution.

(5~4.~
Notary Public
Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice ofthe Peace. If before a Justice or Notary,
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to STIJRGES & LEWIS,
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska.
I _Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certify that _Esq., who hath signed
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine.

[sEAL]

Clerk of

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
6 July 1889
Date:

State ofNebraska
County of Douglas
In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No. 113901 of James W. Eller on 6th day of July
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in and for the aforesaid County, duly
authorized to administer oaths James W. Eller, aged 43 years a resident of Omaha in the county of
Douglas and State ofNebraska, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who
being duly sworn, declares as follows: I received medicine from the surgeonS. B. Lewis M.D. of
the 1Oth Indiana for the disease of diarrhoea, but the said surgeon does not remember me. He had
no occasion to recollect me. I cannot on that account secure any testimony from him. I have
introduced and offered the evidence ofmembers ofmy Co. & Reg't. to prove incurrence of disease
alleged and I ask that the same be accepted, as I am unable to furnish affidavit of surgeon or assist.
surg. ofthe Reg't.

~W.G'~
Affiant's Signature.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certify that I read said
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further
certify that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution.

rlhmle&~~
Notary Public
Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice of the Peace. If before a Justice or Notary,
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to S11JR.GES & LEWIS,
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska.
I _ Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certifY that _Esq., who hath signed
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine.
[SEAL)

Clerk of

CIVIL WAR RECORDS

Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
31 December 1889
GENERAL AFFIDAVIT

State ofNebraska County ofDouglas S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 43 years.
I ask to be allowed to file evidence in my Original Invalid Pension Claim of neighbors and
acquaintances to prove the fact of continuous existence of the diseases of chronic diarrhoea and piles
from 1867 to 1875 for the reason that no medical testimony can be offered to prove the same.
Doctor Turner the physician who treated me in Bloomington, Indiana at different times from 1867
to 1871 is now dead, and I had no physicians from 1871 to about 1875. I was residing in Fillmore
Co. Nebr. and did not employ any physician, but used home remedies and took the best care of myself
that I could.
Affiant further swears his Post Office address is 938 N.Y. Life Ins. Co. Bldg. Omaha, Nebraska.

~<W.

g&r-

Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 31st day ofDecember 1889. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

BAade&~
Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

~
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
3 January 1890
Date:

GENERAL AFFIDAVIT
State oflndiana County of Monroe S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 42 years.
I was neighbor to and well acquainted with James W. Eller from the time of his discharge from the
army in 1865 until the said Eller moved away to Nebraska in 1871. I saw him frequently during this
period. This was in Monroe County, Indiana Of my own knowledge I know that he was during the
above period aftlicted all of the time more or less with chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not
interested in this case.
And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office
address is Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana.

~%.~
Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

~.&:~
Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
3 January 1890
GENERAL AFFIDAVIT
State oflndiana County ofMonroe S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 45 years.
I was neighbor to and intimately acquainted with James W. Eller in Bloomington or Monroe County,
Indiana for a period of time commencing from time said Eller was discharged from the army in 1865
up to the time he moved away in 1871. And that all of that period he was afflicted more or less with
chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not interested in this case.
And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office
address is Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana.

J~ (not legible)
Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

c%v.~~
Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

CIVIL WAR RECORDS

Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
10 January 1890
GENERAL AFFIDAVIT

State ofNebraska County of Fillmore S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 49 years.
I first became acquainted with James W. Eller at the time he moved to Fillmore County, Nebr. in
1871, and lived as neighbor to him so that I saw him quite frequently from that time on until he
moved to Omaha, Neb. in 1885. My acquaintance with him was of a personal character so that I
knew his physical condition. During the above period he was afflicted to a greater or less degree with
chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not interested in this case.
And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office
address is Exeter, Fillmore Co., Nebraska.
Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

Jt.

(J;

Jnzid

Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 27 July 1908
ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907

DECLARATION FOR PENSION
THE PENSION CERTIFICATE SHOULD NOT BE FORWARDED WITH THE APPLICATION

State ofNebraska
County ofDouglas
On this 27th day of July, A.D. one thousand nine hundred and eight, personally appeared before me,
a Notary Public within and for the county and State aforesaid, James W. Eller, who, being duly sworn
according to law, declares that he is 60 years of age, and a resident of county of McPherson, State
ofNebraska; and that he is the identical person who was ENROLLED under the name of James W.
Eller, on the 26th day ofNovember, 1863, as a Private, in Company I, lOth Indiana Cavalry in the
service ofthe United States, in the Civil War, and was HONORABLY DISCHARGED at Vicksburg,
Miss., on the 31st day of August, 1865. That he was not employed in the military or naval service
of the United States otherwise than as stated above. That his personal description at enlistment was
as follows: Height, five feet eight inches; complexion, light; color of eyes, blue; color of hair, light;
that his occupation was farmer; that he was born May 29th, 1846, at Monroe County, Indiana.
That his several places of residence since leaving the service have been as follows: Exeter, Nebraska
1872. Fairmont, Nebraska 1873-1886. Omaha, Nebraska 1886-1905. McPherson County, Nebraska
1905-1908.
That he is now a pensioner. His pension certificate is number 509,509.
That he makes this declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension roll of the United
States under the provisions ofthe act ofFebruary 6, 1907.
That his post-office address is Tryon, county of McPherson, State of Nebraska.

~11/.

~Jt. §~
(2) J~nzetHv {jjjfuonv

Attest: (1)

0&r-

(Claimant's signature in full)
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Also personally appeared John A Gillespie, residing in Omaha, Neb. and Simeon Bloom, residing in
Omaha, Neb., persons whom I certify to be respectable and entitled to credit, and who, being by me
duly sworn, say that they were present and saw James W. Eller, the claimant, sign his name (or make
his mark) to the foregoing declaration; that they have every reason to believe, from the appearance
ofthe claimant and their acquaintance with him of 15 years and 15 years, respectively, that he is the
identical person he represents himself to be; and that they have no interest in the prosecution of this
claim.

~Jt./7~

Jimeorv {iJ!ourrv
(Signatures of witnesses)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 27th day of July, A.D. 1908, and I hereby certify that the
contents of the above declaration, etc., were fully made known and explained to the applicant and
witnesses before swearing, and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this
claim.

//eor-.!7~
Notary Public

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
28 November 1911

Tryon, Neb., Nov. 28, 1911
Civil War Division
Inv. Ct£ No. 509,509
James W. Eller
Co. I, 10 Indiana Vol. Cav.

L. Stillwell, Acting Commissioner ofPensions,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:
Yours of 11th inst. received in which you say that a medical examination is not warranted; and my
claim for increase of Pension cannot be further considered unless I furnish medical testimony that will
warrant a rate in excess of $12 per month.
Will you kindly inform me as to the nature of the testimony which is to be obtained by the Doctor of
Medicine in order that I may know whether it is worth while to make the effort to procure the
medical testimony as it may cost me considerable and that the doctor may know the lines upon which
the examination is to be made.
It seems to me that it is a self evident fact that, I myself, know more about the conditions of my
disability than any doctor could possibly learn by making an examination. And if it would not be out
of order why not permit me to make a full statement of my condition founded upon such questions
as your department may see proper to require or ask and then if the result will not justify the Pension
Department in directing a Board of Medical Pension Examiners to report upon my claim that would
probably end the matter with your Department.

Yours Respectfully,

~cw.

Lirj

gfh-

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
12 February 1912

Tryon, Neb., Feb. 12, 1912
Civil War Division
Inv. Ctf. No. 509,509
James W. Eller
Co. I, 10 Indiana Vol. Cav.

CLAIM. Total Disability.

To the Honorable U. S. Commissioner ofPensions,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:
According to my discharge I was enrolled on the 26th ofNov. 1863, and discharged August 31,
1865. I was under 18 years of age at time of enlistment. I had no furlough during my service, was
in the hospital about three months at Pulaski, Tenn., during summer of 1864, with a severe case of
diarrhea and fever.
At the close of the war while at Vicksburg I was taken seriously sick, diarrhea and piles being the
principle trouble; and for a short time was in the hospital at Indianapolis where we were finally
discharged. During December, 1865, January, February and March, 1866, I was confined to my bed
with this sickness and most of the time during that period, I was expected to die almost any day.
Since my sickness at Pulaski in 1864 I have never been entirely free from diarrhea or piles or the
effect of the same.
I could have had a pension at the close of the war, had I applied, but my father who had also been in
the service, was strongly opposed to asking for a pension so long as he was able to care for me, or
so long as I could care for myself, and I naturally adopted his doctrine. When I first applied for a
pension, it was at the earnest solicitation of my family physician who had been a Surgeon in the civil
war and was familiar with my condition at the time I made my application. He had also prescribed
for me for several years.
I was allowed $10 per month. I have been aware ever since, that by making application for increase
I could have established such claim years ago, but I still had the old thought, that so long as I could

l~irJ
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make my living I ought not to ask for increase of pension.
I am now satisfied that I should, as a matter of right and justice have applied for a pension at the close
ofthe war, and should have continued to have it increased from time to time as my disability showed
me to be entitled.
My first pension certificate was issued August 1893. My new pension certificate under Act of Feb.
6th 1907, bears date the 22nd day of August 1908, allowing me $12 per month. At that time I wrote
the department that I would not accept the old age pension of$12 per month in case that would
prevent me from applying for an increase under the old law. I was informed that I would still have
the right to apply for an increase. At that time I had found that by reason of my army troubles I
would have to give up the practice of my profession and would probably be unable in a very short
time, by reason of my army troubles and their consequences, to make a living.
Ever since 1905, at which time I took a homestead in this county I have been closing up my law
business in Omaha, until now I have but three or four matters which is undisposed of; and at the same
time I have been trying to do the light work which is to be done upon a farm. Never at any time have
I been able to plow or do any heavy work of any kind and must pay for such work which makes it
unprofitable, and I have accomplished but little more than to make the improvements required to be
made upon my homestead, and I am forced to concede that I cannot carry on a farming business, and
have given up the effort.
Now as to my physical condition at the present time. I am continually suffering from the effect of
diarrhea, piles, loss of blood from the rectum, weakness and exhaustion due to the effects of such
condition. Under the most favorable conditions it is difficult for me to carry a pail of water or in any
way to lift 25 to 50 lbs. When I harness a team of horses or clean out the stable I am exhausted for
the time being; and the doing of such light work causes the rectum to protrude, walking over rough
ground produces the same effect in case I make a misstep. In fact any little exertion will produce the
same result.
The passing of excrement, the passage ofblood from the rectum, and the passage of wind or gas, is
preceded by diarrhea pains, and straining and by the protruding of the rectum. When I am seized with
the diarrhea pain or straining, it is not possible for me to know whether the passage will be excrement
from the bowels bleeding from the rectum, wind or gas or by the protruding of the rectum, so that
I must prepare for the worst which may be a movement of the bowels; this means the taking down
of my clothing in a great hurry when ever such conditions come upon me, which occurs from 2 times
to 12 times during the day and from 1 time to 4 times during the night, when I am taking the best of
care possible; these figures are taken from a record which I kept covering the period commencing Jan.
15th 1912 and ending with the 30th of Jan. 1912, a period of 16 days and nights, being a 105 times
during the day and 35 times during the night. I kept such a record thinking that I might be asked
questions concerning the same by the Board ofExaminers but no question was asked to bring that
out.
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I have no sense of feeling in the rectum to enable me to distinguish what I am about to pass. Every
passage of any character above mentioned is accompanied by severe diarrhea pains and straining
which is exhausting and painful.
I took an examination by the Board of Pension Examiners at North Platte, on the 7th of this month.
I must wear cloths all the time to guard against soiling my clothing and even then I often fail when
in a severe rush.
I know nothing of the rules or law governing my case but I have no doubt but that I will be allowed
as high a figure as is permissible under the law and the rules. I cannot be alone and must pay some
one for board and care. I have so far been able to procure all of that; but I cannot procure that with
$1 0 nor $30 per month. It has been suggested to me by one who knows something of pension
procedure who also knows considerable about my condition that I ought to get a special act of
congress instead of asking for increase.
Would it be improper to ask you for advise as to the course I should pursue.

Yours obediently,

~1/J. 6'~

;

~
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