
Jacob Eller Cemetery - Macon County, Tennessee 
By Steve Eller 

Jan and I were in Nashville this week (Dec 2022) for the Grand Ole Opry Christmas Show. While I was 
close, I wanted to visit the Jacob Eller Cemetery in Hillsdale, Tennessee. I had previously contacted 
some of Jacob's descendants. 

 

They met us at Meadorville Missionary Baptist Church and we drove up to the cemetery. The cemetery 
was located on Taylor Branch Lane which goes past the old Jacob Eller homeplace, cemetery, and up 

into Eller Holler. 
Jacob Eller was born in Asheville, Buncombe County, North 
Carolina in 1822. He moved to Hillsdale, Tennessee around 
1850 and settled down.  
He married Nancy M. Wood and they both are buried in the 
family cemetery.  
Jacob was a millwright and a very industrious man. He built a 
dam across Goose Creek and built a roller mill and a grist mill.  
He blasted rock for the dam from the cliffs above the creek.  
His descendant (Rick Eller) has a copy of the grist mill ledger 
with names of folks who brought corn to the mill to be ground. 
Jacob Eller designed and built a family cemetery. Rocks 
blasted from the cliffs were used to construct a fence all the 
way around the cemetery. In some of the wall pics, you can see 
the chisel marks in the rock. 
He deeded the cemetery to his Eller family and explained right 
of way markers and who could be buried in the cemetery. His 
descendant (Steve Eller) has a copy of the deed and promised 
to make me a copy. 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I122&tree=JacobJr01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I24&tree=JacobJr01


 
Front l to r... Nancy Hagelgan, Kimberly Eller Winslett, Lisa Eller King and Jackie Eller.  

Back l to r...Rick Eller, me and Steve Eller. All these folks with me are Jacob Eller Descendants.  
Nancy comes from his daughter, Lillian C. Eller McClanahan and the others are from Jacob's son, Joseph. 

 
I also received a copy of a book written by Joe C. Eller and 
it is now available on the Eller Family Association 
Website. The name of the book is "The Life and 
Times of Folks Who Lived in and Around Hillsdale, 
Tennessee". 

 

       Lillian Catherine Eller McClanahan            Jacob Eller old homesite on Taylor Branch Lane,  
                                                                             the original house was torn down years ago. 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/histories/Hillsdale_Book_2.pdf


 

Deed to Jacob Eller Cemetery 



 

Jacob Eller's Grist Mill that was located in the Hillsdale Area of Trousdale County, TN. This is the Jacob Eller who 
married Nancy Moss Wood. These folks were from Macon County, Tennessee. Jacob was the son of Joseph F. Eller 

and Sara Stephens. Joseph F. was Sukey's brother. 

 




