
REVEREND JACOB GARBER (1767- 1852) 

Son of Jacob Gerber, the first of our ancestors to arrive in America, was born near Johnsville, 

Maryland on May 14th, 1767. From his father he early learned the business of farming and the 

cobblers' trade. 

He was taught well in the precepts of the Baptist Brethren Faith and later became a minister in 

the church. During his ministry he continued to ply his trade as a farmer-cobbler, because the 

ministry in the Dunkard Church was unpaid and he must provide for his family. Shortly after the 

end of the American Revolution, on Dec. 3rd, 1793, he married Miss Mary Magdalene Eller.  

About the year 1794 Rev. Jacob moved to Washington County Pennsylvania where he acquired 

a tract of land and erected thereon a spacious log cabin which we now know as the Washington 

County homestead of the Jacob Garber line of Garbers. 

Rev. Jacob lived in Washington County, Pa. until 1834 most of his children being born there. In 

the spring of 1834, he disposed of his Washington County property and purchased a Conestoga 

wagon which he outfitted for the overland trip to Richland County, Ohio. His sons Michael, 

Henry, Jacob, Samuel and all of his daughters moved to Ohio with him regardless of the fact 

that some of them were married and had children of their own.  

In Jefferson Township, Richland County, Ohio Jacob purchased in all 380 acres of land. His first 

land purchase involved eighty acres and was bought from Benjamin Leydey. This purchase was 

made on May 12th, 1835, the other acreage being added by subsequent purchases. 

Rev. Jacob was a prosperous and thrifty farmer. At the time of his death, which occurred on 

Jan. 19th, 1852, he was able to bequeath a considerable amount of property and land to his 

children. This fact is attested in his most unusual and unique will. Jacob is buried in the old 

Garber cemetery, the land for which he set aside in his will. This Cemetery is located on the 

original Rev. Jacob Garber farm about 7 1/2 miles south west of Butler, Ohio. 
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