
2023 Eller Family Association Conference 
Our July 2023 Biennial Conference will be July 19th to 23rd at the Comfort Suites at 2898 Keagy Road in 

Salem, Virginia.  Salem is immediately adjacent to the city of Roanoke, Virginia.   

 

We chose the Roanoke area as the 2023 conference location because it is where a significant Eller family 

lived in the 1700’s. Jacob Eller and his wife Magdalene settled on “Wolf Run” in what is now Roanoke 

County (created from Botetourt in 1838) about 1790. The “Eller Homeplace” was sold to Jacob Eller in 

1799 and was located about seven miles southwest of Salem on “the headwaters of Craven Creek.” 

The Jacob Eller family is closely associated with the ‘Church of the Brethren,’ known popularly in the 

nineteenth century as "Dunkers" but more formally as German Baptists.   

The Eller Family Association has been trying to determine how this Jacob Eller might be related to the 

Eller families that settled in North Carolina and Maryland.  While DNA evidence suggests there is some 

connection to the George Michael Eller line, James Hook’s speculation that Jacob was a son of George 

Michael is disputed by many of the Jacob Eller 

descendants.  They argue that Jacob was born 

in Germany.  

We are hoping that the Roanoke-area location 

will attract some of these Eller cousins.  

Roanoke is also located in Virginia’s beautiful 

Blue Ridge mountains and is near the Blue 

Ridge Parkway.  It should be a great location 

for our mid-summer gathering.  We are 

planning to take advantage of the location for 

at least one of our outings during the 

conference.  Look for details soon.  

https://www.choicehotels.com/virginia/salem/comfort-suites-hotels/va018
https://www.visitsalemva.com/
https://www.visitroanokeva.com/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I60037&tree=Jacob_Eller_From_Roa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Brethren
https://www.blueridgeparkway.org/
https://www.blueridgeparkway.org/


Conference Hotel Booked 

The Conference will be held at the Comfort Suites at 2898 Keagy Road in Salem, Virginia.  Salem is 

immediately adjacent to the city of Roanoke.  We encourage you to put those dates on your calendar 

and to make your hotel reservations early.   

   

Conference planners found hotel rates have been hit hard by inflation. Nevertheless, we are guaranteed 

a room rate of $99/night plus tax if you book your room before July 12, 2023.  Simply call the hotel at 

540-375-4800 and tell them you are with the Eller Family Association.  

Breakfast is included. There is a pool, fitness center and laundry.   

Our meetings will be in the 

hotel and we can have our 

meals at several nearby 

restaurants.   

Our Saturday night banquet 

will also be nearby.   

Details on these parts of the 

conference and side trips 

along with a registration 

form will be in an upcoming 

issue of the Chronicles.  

 

https://www.choicehotels.com/virginia/salem/comfort-suites-hotels/va018


 


