
Johann Jacob Eller, Sr., son of Caspar Eller, was born about 1705 in The 

Palatinate, Germany. 

He is believed to be the John Jacob Eyler who arrived in Philadelphia from 
Rotterdam on September 5, 1748, on the Edinburg. 

For a few years he lived in Pennsylvania, probably in the New Hanover Township 
of Philadelphia (now Montgomery) County, Pennsylvania.   He married Maria 
Elisabetha Eva Goettge, daughter of Johann Goettge II and Christina Hamm, at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church at Red Hill in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania on 
December 11, 1753.  In the late 1750's, Jacob Eller, Sr. moved his family to Rowan 
County, North Carolina,  probably by way of The Great Wagon Road which ran 
from Pennsylvania through the Shenandoah Valley to the Yadkin River Valley in 
Rowan County.  Johann Goettge and his family may have traveled south with the 
Ellers.  Jacob Eller was listed in Rowan County tax records in 1760. 

  

Name of Taxpayer        County of Residence         Date of Tax List 

Jacob Eller                      Rowan                                  1760 Pg 61 

  

On December 31, 1761, Jacob Eller and George Lanegen jointly bought 320 acres 
on the Yadkin River, but sold it to Michael Morr, a potter, on June 2, 1765.  That 
same day, Michael Morr sold George Lanegen and Jacob Eller each 160 acres of 
the 320 acres they had sold him.  This land deal appears to be a "strawman deed" 
transaction or something very similar in which one person would sell land to a 
trusted second person who would then immediately sell it back to the first 
person.  This was done as a way to legally avoid certain taxes and regulations 
concerning the sale of property.  Jacob Eller's farm was on the west side of the 
Yadkin River at the mouth of Crane Creek near the town of Salisbury. 

  

5:36    31 DEC 1761.  McCulloh to George Lanegen & Jacob Eller for 20 pounds 
sterl, 

320 A in Tract #9 on Yadkin R on Granville's line.  Conrad Michal, 

Danl. Little.  Prvd Oct. Court 1762. Page 48 

  



6:447   2  JUNE 1767  Michael Morr potter to Jacob Eller for 20 pounds proc, 160 A 
adj. 

George Lanegan on Yadkin R.  Christian Eller, John Braly.  Prvd. July 

Court 1767. Page 88 

  

6:448   2  JUNE 1767  Michael Morr potter to George Laengen for 20 pounds proc, 
160 A                                        adj. Joseph Lovewater on Yadkin R. and Jacob Eller, 
1/2 of 320 A 

granted Laengen and Eller and sold to Morr.  John Braly, Christian 

Eller.  Prvd. July Court 1767. Page 89 

  

6:483   2 JUNE 1765  George Laenegen and Jacob Eller to Michael Morr for 40 
pounds 

proc, 320 A on Yadkin R. on Granville's line granted 31DEC1761. 

John Braly, Christian Eller.  Prvd. October Court 1767. Page 90 

  

Maria Elisabetha Eva Goettge Eller died between 1773 and 1775.  After her death, 
Jacob Eller married Barbary UNKNOWN.  Some Eller researchers believe that 
Barbary's maiden name may have been Eary and that she may have been the 
daughter of the Widow Eary named in Jacob Eller's will. 

When Jacob Eller made his will on April 12, 1782, his second wife Barbary was 
already dead.  He died soon after, and his will was probated May 7, 1782.  He is 
probably buried at Union Lutheran Church in Rowan County, but there is no 
marker for him in the cemetery there. 

  

WILL OF JOHANN JACOB ELLER, SR. 

In the Name of God Amen I Jacob Eller of the County of Rowan and State of North 
Carolina being very sick and weak of body though of perfect mind and memory 
thanks be given to God for the Same calling to mind the mortality of my body and 
knowing that it is appointed for all men once to die I do make and ordain this my 



last will and testament in manner and form following first of all I recommend my 
soul into the hands of Almighty God that gave it and my body to be buried in a 
decent manner at the discretion of my executors hereafter named:  firstly my will 
is that all my just debts and funeral expenses be paid out of my personal estate 
further it is my will that my eldest son Jacob Eller shall have six pounds in silver or 
gold paid unto him out of my estate over and above his equal share with my other 
children and also a chest and the wearing apparel that apertained to my last wife 
Barbary.  It is my will that the same shall be kept and reserved for my two 
youngest children that the sd. Barbary bore unto me over and above their equal 
shares of my estate further it is my will that my daughter Elizabeth Eler shall have 
one cow and one pewter dish also one pewter basin and one pewter porringer 
and three pewter plates and one spinning wheel over and above an equal share 
with the others of my children 

further it is my will that all my estate both real and personal shall be exposed to 
sale by way of public vendue and an equal division made between all my children 
except my son Jacob Eler who hath rec'd fourteen pounds that worth that he hath 
already received of me and also twenty & two pounds hard money for silver and 
gold to be paid to the others of my children if the said Jacob Eler my son agreeth 
to give the pd. sum for a certain improvement that was formerly his property and 
sold it to his father Jacob Eller, Senr. and if he will not agree to give the said price 
the said place must be sold as the other part of my estate my will is further that 
the Widow Eerey shall have the care of my daughter Eva as she hath had the care 
of it ever since the death of its mother and further I do constitute make and 
ordain my well-beloved friends Christian Eller and John Gethe sole executors of 
this my last will and testament ratifying and confirming this and no other to be my 
last will and testament in witness whereunto I do set my hand and seal this 
twelfth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty two. 

Signed sealed published and declared by                      Jacob Eller  the sd. 

Jacob Eller as his last will and testament 

in the presence of us wherein his presence and in the presence of each other 
have hereunto subscribed our names  

Matthias Scudder Jur. 

Melcher M Eler 



mark 

Thomas McCartney, Senr. 

  

ABSTRACT OF THE WILL OF JOHANN JACOB ELLER, SR. 

B:145  Jacob Eller 

12 April 1782 

No probate date 

Eldest son:  Jacob 

Daughters:  Elizabeth Eller, Eve 

"Two youngest children that Barbary bore to me."  The widow Eerry to take care 
of daughter Eve as she had had the care of it [sic] since the death of its 
mother.  He mentions his "last wife Barbary." 

Exrs:  Christian Eller, John Getchey 

Witnesses:  Matthias Scudder, Melcher Eller, Thomas McCartney 

Page 28  

After his death, Rowan County Orphan Court records from February 9, 1785, 
show Jacob Eller's son Frederick and daughter Elizabeth were bound to Abraham 
Eary until they were age 20 and 18 respectively.  

As with other German names there were some alternate spellings used such 
as:  Ellor, Eyler, Öhler, Ellar, and Eler. 
 


