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From the President . . . Lauren Liggett
Dear Eller Cousins,
We have been busy this fall, but it’s been fun. Dan and I spent nearly 3
weeks at our daughter’s home in Frisco, TX. That’s about 5 hours north
of Houston. We were babysitting our 2
year old grandson while his mom and dad
went on a trip to Japan! He kept us busy. We both lost a
few pounds and we slept well at night, except for that one
night when Joshua had the sniffles. We are very thankful
that he stayed mostly healthy and that he is well behaved.
We did get a little tired of reading the same books over and
over. He has a big fascination with letters and numbers,
especially the number 9. We had to write number 9
repeatedly on his coloring papers. (or maybe he’s fascinated
with the word “no” in German, “Nein”) It was good to get
home to our own bed and some quiet time. Now I know
how to pray for my daughter 
Dan and I spent an enjoyable time over Thanksgiving in Arizona. We spent the day with
Dan’s siblings, his sister lives in Goodyear, AZ and the other 2 siblings flew in from WA
and GA. Once again we played Farkle. Our home base was in Mesa, AZ with my sister.
We kept her busy visiting some favorite restaurants and hitting several thrift stores. We
enjoy that kind of treasure hunting.
Dan has been busy working on the
Eller Chronicles.
Information is
coming in about the next EFA
Conference and I’m getting excited to
go back to NC. More details will be
available in the next issue.
I pray that you will all have a lovely
Christmas and be able to spend time with your family and loved ones. We are looking
forward to a visit from our kids and grandson over New Years. I don’t think the cat will
enjoy it; she’ll probably spend a lot of time under our bed!
Merry Christmas from Houston!
Your cousin and EFA President,

Lauren Eller Liggett
missliggy@yahoo.com

Page 3

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXXII, Issue 4 (Nov 2018)

From the Secretary . . . Ed Eller
Greetings to all of our Eller Family Association members:
Betty and I celebrated our 60th Wedding Anniversary in
October. We went to California for almost two week visiting
our Children and Grandchildren and we also went to a Hilton
MarBaisa Resort in Carlsbad, Ca for a couple of days. We
belong to the Hilton Grand Vacations Club and can stay at any of their
Resorts using points.
We have in this Chronicles the Registration Form for you to sign up for our
next Eller Conference. You will note it is a week later than we normally
schedule as we weren’t able to get the Hotel for the second week of July. I
hope everyone will sign up early so we can schedule better for all our
activities. Call the Hotel direct for your reservations. We have a block of
rooms available up until July 1, 2019. The price is $ 115.00 plus tax per
night. July is in the middle of their busy season so make reservations early
even if you are not positive you can make it. You can always cancel at no cost
to you. I have been working with Christine Walker our Host on our
Conference and we hope to make this one our best ever.
I hope everyone had a very nice Thanksgiving and Betty and I wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May 2019 be your best year ever.
Until next time,

Ed Eller

EFA Secretary/Treasurer
kermiteller38@gmail.com
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From the Webmaster . . . Harvey Powers
A Review of Ancestry.com
I’ve resisted it for years but I finally spent the money and used Ancestry.com
to get both my DNA tested and get access to their database. I’ve been
reluctant to spend the money but I keep hearing about folks who’ve made
family breakthroughs using Ancestry.
They are right. I’ve made several breakthroughs using the 20 billion records in the
Ancestry.com database. My Great Grandfather Eller married a Hagar and while I knew she
came from New York, I’d hit a wall trying to trace her ancestry. Ancestry.com had
extensive records going back several generations.

(Screen Shot of my Ancestry.com tree, starting with my Mother Helen Vaughan Eller. The dark arrows on the right
side indicate you can extend the line further. The little leaves indicate there are “hints” for that person. )

Ancestry.com says it has access to far more records that any competitors and it’s adding an
average of two-million records every day. You can search as far back as the 13th century,
which is when The Crusades were happening. The downside to this is that to get access, you
have to pay an ongoing fee for a subscription.
Once you’re signed up you can build your own family tree. Like all the genealogy websites,
you will need to enter basic information like birthdays and possible death dates about close
family members like your parents and grandparents.
Once you’ve entered information about your close family members, the website should start
showing you “hints” in the form of little green leaf icons, which will lead you to either more
detailed information about that person or people they’re related to. You can even view
photos users have submitted like gravestone images or historical family portraits.
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The upside is these “hints” include links to actual source material. But they also include links
to other users’ research, which may or may not be correct. In fact, you may find conflicting
“hints.” You just have to do what all genealogists do, weed through speculation to find what
can be documented.
Beyond the price and the possibility the “hints” can be wrong, there is, in my opinion,
another flaw. Once you’ve used Ancestry’s software to build your family tree, it’s almost
impossible to print a full narrative history.
You can “share” your tree with another person and, if you want, give them permission to add
information. But if your goal is to produce a book or CD, it’s not part of Ancestry.
However my personal favorite Genealogy Software, Roots Magic, can help. Well, help a little
bit. The newest version of Roots Magic (7.5) has both an import and export feature. You
can import an Ancestry file into Roots Magic and then use Roots Magic to print your book or
create a CD. It does both exceptionally well. However, if like me, you want to merge
information from both Ancestry and Roots Magic, it doesn’t work.
This means that if you have a lot of information already in Roots magic AND a lot of
information in an Ancestry tree there is no way to sync them. You have to import the entire
Ancestry tree into a new file. Or you can export your Roots Magic file into Ancestry.
Trying to mesh or sync the two will be a manual operation. So, here’s a suggestion, don’t
start building a tree in Ancestry until you have Roots Magic 7.5 and have entered or moved
your information there. Then export that tree to Ancestry. Once you have the same tree in
both places there is a way to keep them in sync.
As I noted, I also did the Ancestry DNA test. Since my link to the Eller’s is through my
mother, I didn’t need to use the EFA sponsored testing. My DNA test presented about what
I’d expected: English, Irish and a little German. But the Ancestry DNA test gives you links
to dozens of people whose DNA comes close to yours. I’ve been able to connect with some
cousins I didn’t know I had.
Bottom line; it’s worth it for the information. But you will probably want to move what you
find into your own software. And after you’ve done a couple months research, you may want
to cancel your subscription. Just make sure you’ve copied all your information!

Harvey Powers
EFA Webmaster

harv@harveypowers.com
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From the Editor . . . Dan Liggett
We have details about the Eller Family Association Conference for
2019 in Wilkesboro, NC. The dates were changed to a week later
than originally planned due to scheduling conflicts at the host
hotel. The conference will now be held July 24-28, 2019. Mark
your calendars! If you have never been to one, or it has been
awhile, please consider attending. If you know someone with
Ellers in their family tree, please invite them to come along,
especially if they are in the Wilkes County area. Later in the Chronicles, you will
find some background information about Wilkesboro and Wilkes County. You
will even see how our EFA Conference host, Christine Walker, has contributed to
Wilkes County history.
Next year will be the 16th bi-annual conference. A lot has happened over the 32
year history of the EFA. We have gone from microfilm and copy machines to
computers, the internet and DNA. The old methods are still needed at times.
Nothing replaces good old fashioned research.
DNA can help move your research along. I can attest to that myself. I got tested
at both FamilyTreeDNA and AncestryDNA and have connected with cousins I did
not know I had. We are still figuring out the exact relationships, but a few of
them are connections from four or five generations back, mostly from my maternal
grandmother and paternal grandmother’s ancestors. Autosomal DNA testing is a
wonderful thing. It lets me connect with living relatives through both male and
female lines. By connecting with living relatives, I can ask questions and fill in
details otherwise unavailable. I was even able to upload my DNA to MyHeritage
without taking a test with them. That gives me a better opportunity to find other
relatives with a third database. I hurried up and did that because it will no longer
be free as of Dec 1. Check out the brief article about that later in this Chronicles.
Please let me know if you have any suggestions or submissions, I will be glad to
include them within our publication. My contact information is found on both the
front page and at the end of this publication.

Dan Liggett

Eller Chronicles Editor
danliggett@gmail.com
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Board/Directors Meeting Minutes

The September 2018 Board/Directors Meeting started at 9pm EDT on September 30, 2018
People included in the phone conference: Lauren Liggett, Dan Liggett, Ed Eller, Jerry Kendall,
Harvey Powers, Tom Eller, Anna Bliss and Christine Walker.
Ed talked first about the EFA Conference in July 2019 at Wilkesboro, NC. The originally proposed
venue had been the Holiday Inn Express in Wilkesboro, but a scheduling conflict came up before
the deal could be finalized so another location will be necessary to keep the July 17-21, 2019
dates. The Hampton Inn in Wilkesboro has a meeting room limitation of 35 people so that would
be questionable. The Days Inn in Wilkesboro is newly renovated and they have a meeting room,
but the capacity is unknown. If that does not work out, we may have to try the Hampton Inn in
Jonesville/Elkin (19.5 mi) or the Best Western Yadkin Valley Inn & Suites in Jonesville (19.8 mi) or
the Quality Inn in Jonesville (19.7 mi) or as a last resort the Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites in
Statesville (28 mi). Ed will make arrangements with Christine to go to Wilkesboro within the next
couple of weeks and get the venue finalized.
Ed also mentioned the possibility of a BBQ restaurant in Wilkesboro for the banquet and perhaps
a return to the meeting room for the program if necessary. Tom mentioned the possibility of
visiting a winery nearby as perhaps part of the tour day. Christine mentioned a tour of the
Heritage Museum for a $6 fee. Ed said we could add that to the conference fee. Christine has a
speaker lined up who is a Civil War buff and who is reviewing the Ellers in the Civil War booklet by
Byron Eller that has been previously published in the Chronicles. Ed mentioned that Jerry Kendall’s
son Alan is in the Kingsman Quartet and will check if they might be available. Otherwise, Christine
mentioned she knows of some locals that could perform mountain music for us.
Ed said he would get Harvey and Dan the final information, including brochures and/or pictures or
internet links to whatever arrangements he is able to make in the next 2 weeks so that they can
be posted on the website, Facebook page and in the next Chronicles.
For old business, Ed reported the he was unable to contact Walt Eller’s daughter about the
possibility of getting Walt’s login information for his Family Tree DNA account. However, Ed said
that the last time he talked to her, the family had been in the process of getting rid of Walt’s stuff.
And so, the login information appears to be lost and therefore access to his DNA account for retesting is lost with it.
Ed was also unable to contact Byron Eller, although the Chronicles mailed to his address was not
returned. Since Byron’s booklet (Ellers in the Civil War) was previously sold through the Chronicles
and published in the Chronicles, we are likely to make this available on the website in PDF form
once we get the scan of Christine’s copy.
Ed will send one of the Eller Cookbooks to Lauren so Dan will have more details to put into the
Chronicles to offer it for sale. Ed said he probably has close to 100 of them left. More than likely,
they will be sold near the price of shipping them out.
Since the last meeting, Ed has his DNA re-tested with Family Tree DNA under the Family Finder
test (autosomal DNA) and he also tested his autosomal DNA with Ancestry.com as well. His
ethnicity reports were unsurprisingly the same for Family Tree and Ancestry. When he looked up
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his matches, Ancestry said he matched in the neighborhood of 950 cousins and he has been
getting many contacts, many of whom are Evans (matching many of Sukie’s descendants under
her son Jacob Eller). Apparently, one of his contacts through Ancestry DNA was a descendant of
one of Jacob Eller’s sons in Kansas. Ed will try to contact him about his DNA. Perhaps those
contacts will lead to new information and/or EFA members.
Harvey has also had his DNA done and was surprised to found out he had significant Norwegian
ethnicity, presumable from his father’s side since his mother was an Eller.
Tom mentioned that his DNA indicated significant Scandinavian ancestry that he did not expect.
He met up with some Ellers in Estonia several years back and Eglah Eller said their ancestors came
down from North Sweden 300 years ago.
Ed mentioned that he has received over 20 applications and checks for new membership or
renewals in the past couple of months.
Harvey is trying to add PayPal options on the website for membership and some purchases such as
books and perhaps even EFA Conference registration/payment. It would cost $1 per transaction if
we can prove non-profit status. Ed will get him the information needed to set up the PayPal
account. Harvey will investigate creating a shopping cart once the PayPal account is set up.
Harvey was wondering if it would make sense to provide some way to make membership run from
Jan 1 to Dec 31 instead of the individual membership expiration dates now in place. He wondered
if we could pro-rate the fees to make them all expire at the end of the year somehow. Ed say we
tried that once and it did not work well. He also indicated that the current system is not that
difficult to maintain since he just changes the Dues expiration date on the online spreadsheet that
exists today. He also said he puts the expiration date on the printing labels to the regular mail
copies. Pro-rating would indeed be complicated, but perhaps we could adjust everyone’s due
date to Dec 31 of their current expiration year and go from there? If we would hold a tighter
cutoff date of sending Chronicles after that, we could get everyone adjusted to the calendar year
and even offer Christmas gift memberships. Just an idea.
The meeting adjourned at about 9:40pm EDT.
[ Ed. Subsequent on-site evaluation of alternate conference locations in or around Wilkesboro by
Ed Eller and Christine Walker resulted in choosing the Wilkesboro Holiday Inn Express after all.
However, the EFA Conference dates had to be moved to July 24-28, 2019. ]

Page 9

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXXII, Issue 4 (Nov 2018)

Wilkesboro, NC - home of 2019 EFA Conference

Wilkesboro, North Carolina will be the home of the 2019 EFA Conference on July 24-28, 2019. Since
the Yadkin Valley Event Center adjacent to the Wilkesboro Holiday Inn Express was unavailable for
the original dates, the conference was delayed a week. Please note the new dates. Christine
Walker will be the hostess.
The EFA Conference has not been in Wilkesboro before, but the surrounding Wilkes County is
home to numerous Ellers, many hailing from the George Michael line. July 24-28, 2019 will mark
the 16th bi-annual Eller Family Association Conference having previously been held at:
1989
1991
1993
1995
1997

Salisbury, NC
Estes Park, CO
Portland, OR
Asheville, NC
Fort Worth, TX

1999
2001
2003
2005
2007

San Diego, CA
Salisbury, NC
Hiawassee, GA
Winston-Salem, NC
Akron, OH

2009
2011
2013
2015
2017

Nashville, TN
Chattanooga, TN
Hiawassee, GA
Williamsburg, VA
Salisbury, NC

Wilkesboro is the county seat of Wilkes County, North Carolina. The population was 3,413 at the
2010 census. The town is located along the south bank of the Yadkin River, directly opposite the
town of North Wilkesboro.
For many decades a popular historic spot in Wilkesboro was the "Tory Oak", a large oak tree from
which Colonel Benjamin Cleveland, a well-known Wilkes County patriot during the American
Revolutionary War, hung Loyalist militia leaders who supported the British King and opposed
American independence from Britain. The oak was located behind the old Wilkes County
courthouse. During the American Civil War many of Wilkesboro's residents remained loyal to the
Union and opposed the Confederacy. In March 1865 General George Stoneman, a Union cavalry
leader, led a raid through the town. Shortly after the war ended, Tom Dula (Dooley), a Confederate
veteran, was tried and hanged for the murder of his fiancée, Laura Foster. Many people were
convinced that one of Dula's jealous ex-girlfriends murdered Foster, and that Dula was innocent of
the crime. Dula's story was turned into a top-selling ballad in 1958 by the Kingston Trio, the song
was entitled "Hang Down Your Head, Tom Dooley". The story was subsequently turned into a 1959
movie starring Michael Landon as Dula, and most summers, a local theatre group presents a
popular play based on the story. Nearby Whippoorwill Academy features the Tom Dooley Museum.
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The Holiday Inn Express in Wilkesboro
will house the 2019 EFA Conference in
their Yadkin Valley Event Center.
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The Yadkin Valley Event Center is well equipped for conferences with multiple rooms available with
projection equipment, chairs and tables to spare. The Conference should be easily accommodated.

The EFA Conference will
be held in the Stokes
meeting room.
Registration will be held in
the Stokes Conference
Room between 3 and 6pm
on Wednesday, July 24.
The room will be available
Thursday - Saturday from
8am to 10pm for various
activities and it will serve
as our Hospitality Room.
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King and Double Queen guest rooms at the Holiday Inn Express will be available at the special EFA
Conference rate of $115 plus tax. Check-in at 3pm and check-out at 11am. Rooms will include:
Beds are triple-sheeted with firm and soft pillows
Separate Hanging Closet
Iron/Ironing Board
Connecting Rooms Available
In-Room Heating and A/C Controls
Extra Bedding Available
Free high-speed, wireless Internet access
Mini Refrigerator
Microwave
Coffee Maker
Tea Maker
Flat-screen TV
DVD Player
Work Desk with Lamp

Desk-level Electrical Outlet
Free Local Calls
Cable/Satellite
Premium Channels
Stereo/Radio
Direct-dial Phone
Phone with Voicemail
Hair Dryer
Bathtub
Separate/Walk-in Shower
Complimentary Coffee/Tea Supplies
Complimentary Morning Newspaper
Breakfast Buffet Included
Complimentary Coffee in Lobby
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
JULY 24 – 28, 2019

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS - WILKESBORO, NC
1700 WINKLER STREET
WILKESBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 28697
TELEPHONE NUMBER 336-838-1800
Double Queen or King available for $115 + tax

REGISTRATION FORM:
Please include names of all attendees

Name (s)

_____________________________________________________________________

Address

_____________________________________________________________________

Telephone #

____________________________________________________________________

E-mail

_____________________________________________________________________

Conference Activities

Cost per Person

# of Persons

Total

Registration Fee

$ 5.00

__________

__________

__________

__________

(Family) $ 10.00
SCHEDULE:
(Free Continental Breakfast in lobby each morning.)
Wednesday July 24

Register in Conference room starting at 3 PM (until 6 PM)
Lunch and Dinner on your own

Thursday July 25

9:00 AM Business Meeting and Genealogy
Presentation (Speaker at 11:30 AM)
Lunch on your own. Meeting will start back at 1:30 PM.
Board Meeting at end of meeting.
Dinner on your own

Friday July 26

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM - Tour of Wilkesboro NC
Whipperwill Academy
$ 10.00
Wilkes Heritage Museum $ 7.00
Transportation
$ 12.00
$ 29.00 x _____ _________
New Hope Church
--------Lunch at Cagney’s Kitchen (On your own)
(Next Page)
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10 AM - 2 PM 2 PM - Silent Auction (Lunch on your own)
5:00 PM - Pictures of all groups in the Lobby
6:30 PM - Dinner at Brushy Mountain Smokehouse
Adults $20.00

x ______ =

$_________

x ______

$_________

Children 4-12 $15.00

Total Due

=

$_________

Children under four eat free (Note: Tips and Tax included in price)
______________________________________________________________________

Payment:
Make checks payable to Eller Family Association and mail to
EFA
Ed Eller
1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, Georgia 30720
Any questions call me at 706-217-7314 or e-mail kermiteller38@gmail.com
Note: You must call to make your own Hotel Reservation and tell them you are with the Eller
Family Association. (Double Queen or King available for $115 + tax through July 1)
Note: After Dinner on Saturday we will go back to the Hotel Conference Room for our awards
and entertainment.
Note: The Conference room will be open daily from 8am to 10pm and will also serve as the
Hospitality Room.

Alternative:
Online Registration Form
For now, you can only fill in the form, print it and then and send it
with your check. We are working on giving you the ability to both sign
up and pay for it online. Keep checking the EFA Website:
www.ellerfamilyassociation.com

Page 15

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXXII, Issue 4 (Nov 2018)

Wilkes County, NC
Wilkeboro, NC, home of the 2019 Eller Family Conference, is also the county seat of Wilkes County.
Home to many Ellers and other related cousin lines like the Vannoys and the McNeils. Wilkes
County is a treasure trove of Eller History, especially on the George Michael line.
For the researcher, look no further than the Wilkes County Library, home of the Wilkes
Genealogical Society.
If your family tree is planted in Wilkes County, chances are Wilma Jean Reynolds and her associates
at the Wilkes Genealogical Society (WGS) can tell you a lot about your ancestral branches.
As one of the nonprofit’s directors and an active member since the late 1970s, Reynolds is a kind of
sleuthy, historical wayfinder, proficient at navigating even the most complex paper trails and
databases.
According to Reynolds, early census records, deed books, court minutes, will books, marriage plots
and land grants are among some of the best documents for finding proof of direct lineage to
distant or forgotten relatives.
The WGS, which promotes and supports genealogical research through collecting and preserving
local records, celebrated its 50th anniversary on Sept. 26, 2017.
By maintaining an extensive genealogical reference collection and providing research assistance to
people across the nation, Reynolds and WGS members like Bonnie Miley, a professional family
search and genealogical consultant, help beginners sort genealogical facts from historical fiction.
The Local History and Genealogy Room in the Wilkes County Library on 10th Street, North
Wilkesboro, is open to the public during regular library hours. Reynolds is quick to point out that
the WGS owns the collection in the library’s genealogy room.
“The founding members of our society, the people who put all this together, did this on behalf of
past, present and future generations in Wilkes with one sole purpose in mind,” said Reynolds. “And
that was to build and secure a comprehensive collection that would preserve the memory of the
God-fearing, hard-working people who settled here in Wilkes hundreds of years ago and to
document their lives as best we could. I mean it’s astounding all of the records people have access
to right here in this one room.”
Read more at: https://www.journalpatriot.com/news/keepers-of-the-past/article_82c3e412-a83b11e7-8b7a-c74a7f01c01d.html
WGS has a scheduled meeting the Tue evening before the conference, July 23, 2019. Some of you
may want to come to Wilkesboro a few days early to research and explore the area.
Other places to check out if you come early include the Wilkes Heritage Museum and the
Whipporwill Academy and Village.
An article entitled ELLER FAMILIES OF WILKES COUNTY was published in the February 1993 Eller
Chronicles (p. 18-43) which detailed a few of the Eller families in Wilkes County starting with James
Madison Eller and his wife Nancy Louise Vannoy. James was the great-grandson of immigrant
George Michael Eller. Click on the link above to read the article. See the picture that follows.
[Editor’s note: Nancy Louise Vannoy was my third cousin, four times removed.]
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The Heritage of Wilkes County, published by the Wilkes County Genealogical Society in 1982 (and
volume II in 1990) provides considerable insight into the influence of Ellers and their cousins in the
history of Wilkes County. These popular volumes are probably available at your favorite
genealogical library. You may even find someone you know in one of these volumes. Article 260
discusses Willard R. Eller and pictures his daughter
Christine Eller. You may know her as Christine Walker
today. She actually submitted the article and is the host
for the 2019 EFA Conference.
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Former Chronicles Editor Is Father Of The Bride

Poplin-Elliott Wedding
Emily Paige Poplin and Jacob Scott Elliott were united in marriage at 5:00 pm on June 23rd, 2018 at
the First Baptist Church of Dalton. The Rev. Phillip Cannon officiated the ceremony.
The bride is the daughter of Randy (former Eller Chronicles Editor) and Tammy Eller Poplin of
Dalton, Georgia. Emily is the granddaughter of Ed (EFA Secretary/Treasurer) and Betty Eller, Genny
Poplin all of Dalton and the late Donald Poplin. The groom is the son of Tom Elliott of Cleveland,
Georgia and Shelli Barnes of Gainesville, Georgia. The bride’s sister, Molly Elizabeth Poplin, served
as her Maid of Honor. Molly is currently a junior Psychology Major at the University of North
Georgia in Dahlonega.
The Reception was held at the Dalton Golf and Country Club following the Wedding. After a
honeymoon cruise to the Western Caribbean, the couple now resides in Dahlonega, Georgia.
Jacob is a Software Developer for the University of North Georgia, where he earned his Bachelor’s
Degree and is now working on his Master’s Degree in Computer Science at Georgia Tech. Emily will
graduate in May 2019 from the University of North Georgia with a Bachelor of Science Degree.
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Notes from J. Gerald Eller
If you enjoyed the Life and Times of J. Gerald Eller, perhaps you would like to read other
information he gathered, but never chose to publish in the Eller Chronicles. The following is a series
of notes Gerald entitled Eller Notes From Germany. A few pieces of these may have trickled into
the Chronicles, but I could find little evidence of them. They are enclosed in boxes to separate
different thoughts. Perhaps one of these thoughts will point you in a new direction.
German Record: Anton ÖHLER. Arrived in Philadelphia 23.9.1741 on Ship "Snow Rose", 22 yrs old from Planig
(Bingen). Kaiserslautern Institute Fur Pfalzische Geschichte und Volkskunde. Same as American Record: S&H List
82B, p. 295 , in the latter he is listed as Antonius and name is the Marl- borough.
German Record: Johan Georg ÖHLER from "Slothen below Hasstenburg, Wurttemberg," born ca. 1717, who died in
Lancaster (PA). (Kaiserslautern Institute Fur Pfalzische Geschichte und Volkskunde). Mr Thode comments, "I tried to
identify this place. "SI-" is practically impossible in German, and it should be Schlothen, but I don't find it.
Hasstenberg might be Hochsberg. I also tried "Unterhasstenberg" without success. The only close thing in Wurttemburg
is Hochstenberg near Neudenau and Gundelsheim. I didn/t find anything resembling "Slothen" near it.
Later Mr. Thode reported, " Regarding "Slothen unter Hasstenberg, I have now figured out this place, I think.
The combination SL does not occur at the beginning of German words; it would be Schlothen. However, if it is a
misreading, it could be Stothen. I didn't find these places. The best I can come with on a CD-ROM search of German
place names is Sterten listed as the locality for three people in old Zip code W-6950 Mosbach and W-6954
Hassmersheim, evidently a very small place. Also the scanner used to produce these CE-ROMs misread the tt
combination; Otto becmes Orto. So the place name becomes Stetten, which makes sense. It means "place" and is related
to the word "Stadt" meaning "city" or "town." The latter part is probably Hochstenberg, which means "Tallest
Mountain." Stetten unter Hochstberg, misread as Slothen unter Hochstberg is old Zip code W-6953 Gundelsheim and
Bad Friedshall. This is southeast of Heidelberg, between Heilbronn and Mosbach. The village was Catholic, with
records back to 1654.
"There is Stetten am Heuchelberg, which seems very possible, and it was Lutheran, with records back to 1638.
From Stetten, below Heuchelberg, came Rosina SOEHNER, b 4 September 1690, wife of Johann Christoph BICKEL of
Massenbach, on the ship "Mary" in 1732, to Old Goshenhoppen, Montgomery County, and Trappe, Lutherans. (Burgert,
Kraichgau, p. 60.) Martin BLEYMEIER and Catharina RUEB, both born at Stetten am Heuchelberg, emigrated on the
"Jacob" in 1749, to Trinity Lutheran in Lancaster and Blimyers Union;, Hopewell Township, York County. (Burgert,
Kraichgau, p. 67.) Jacob Fridrich KUMMERLIN of Stetten emigrated on the ship "Osgood" in 1750, "across the
mountain." Stoever. (Burgert, Kraichgau p. 223) Leonhard Lang on ship "Fane" in 1749 was a son of Sabine
FRIDAUER of Stetten unter Heuchelberg and Simon LANG(E). They were at Hill Lutheran in Lebanon County and
Bindnagel's Lutheran in Lebanon County. (Burgert, Kraichgau, p. 230). I like this one very much for further
investigation."
American Record: Janet N. Welty to JGE, 15 Feb 1995. Church Record: Trinity Lutheran Church, Lancaster, PA:
Johann Georg OEHLER, died early in the morning of 26 Jan. 1769. He was a native of Stothen near Hantenburg in
Wurtemberg, Germany. He was buried the 27th in the PM, being 51 years, 7 montghs and 25 days old.
German Record: Johann Peter OEHLER and Magdalena Schneider from Meckenheim who arrived on 19 June 1730.
Kaiserslautern Institute Fur Pfalzische Geschichte und Volkskunde. American Record: S&H, Palatines imported in the
ship Thistle of Glasglow...from Rotterdam...last from Dover; qualified 29 Aug 1730. Note discrepancy in dates;
probably the 19 Jun 1730 was his departure date. p. 31, List 11A Peter Oler; p. 32 List 11B Johann Petter Ohller; p.
33, List 11 C Johann Petter Ohler.

German Record: Hessische Familiengeschichtliche Vereinigun, Darmstadt. W. Willich to Ernest Thode 15.4.93.
"Jacob, Melchior, Christian ELLER are unknown in Hessen, but we send you copy of an family-tree of Eller at Alzey,
perhaps of use for his family."
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German Records: From Stadtarchiv, Stadverwaitung (Amt 41), Postfach 1852, 6450 Hanau 1; 04 Apr 1993 to
Ernest Thode. "In our files we could find no mention of the emigration to America of any Eller . Of course there is the
possibility that some may have emigrated without permission and therefore were not officially recorded. Perhaps the
State Archive in Marburg, Friedichsplatz 15, W-3550 Marburg, can give you a reference to the emigrations.
Johann Georg ELLER had four siblings:
Susanna Margaretha, baptized 2 Jun 1697
Johanna Catharina, baptized 20 Dec 1699
Matthaus/Matthaeus, baptized 2 Apr 1702
Johannes Gerhardm baptized 11 Sep 1704
"In addition the baptismal books of St. John's Church (Johanniskirche) give the birth entries of five children of a stone
roofer by the name of Johann Georg ELLER and Maria Magdalene MUTH:
Johanna Levina;, born 4 Nov 1726
Johanna Susanna Eleonora, born 21 Nov 1727
Anna Catharina, born 6 Feb 1731
Louisa Wilhelmina Maria, born 23 August 1735.
"The marriage of the parents is not entered in the marriage books. Since the bride probably came from Burg Grafenrode/Graefenrode, the marriage possibly took place there. Unfortunately there are no longer any lists extant of the
stone roofer guild, and we cannot search through the town accounts for the years 1730 to 1753, in which names were not
listed alphabetically any more, the reasons of personnel. If you wish photocopies of the entries mentioned the costs
would be 1.00 DM per copy."
German Record: Marriage Book of the St. John's Evagelical Lutheran Church (Johanneskirche) of Hanau, 1693.
German Marriage Record: On the 25th day of July 1670, John Kaspar ELLER, citizen and master stone roofer of the
Old Town (Hanau-Alstadt), surviving legitimate son of the late Johan ELLER , deceased citizen and master stone
roofer of Marburg (=Marburg), and Mrs. Anna Margaretha, surviving widow of the late Johann Friedrich
KONER/KOENER, deceased citizen and master stone roofer in the Old Town. Children: Johan Georg, Johanna
Catharina, Matthaus, and Gerhard. . Note: that his name was John Kaspar raised our interest because the father of the
John Jacob and John Melchior Eller of Rowan Co., NC was a Casper Eller, according to American records. But no
evidence that any of this family came to America was reported.
German Record: Baptismal Book of the St. John's Evagelical Lutheran Church (Johanneskirche) of Hanau, 1694. On
the 25th day of October, Johan Jurg.
Parents: Johann Caspar ELLER, citizen and stone roofer of the Old Town, together with his wife Anna Margaretha.
Baptismal sponsors: Johann Jurg Wallner, citizen and master saddler in the Old Town, together with his wife Anna
Margaretha.
German and American Records: A translation of a genealogy by von Heinz F. Friedrichs, Hessische Familienkunde,
Vol. 19, No. 8, Dec. 1989, pp. 342-343 was published in the Eller Chronicles, Vol. IV:4:230-233, Nov. 1990, links the
above Ellers into this genealogy.
Acording to Friedrichs, the original surname of the Ellers of Hanau was
FRIEDRICH. A man named Friedrich changed his surname to ELLER after leaving the town of Eller on the Moselle
River for Andernach on the Rhine River where he became known as the man from Eller. In time this became his official
surname. He and his descendants were members of the slate-roofers guild. A descendant, Johannes ELLER, b abt.
1635 migrated from Andernach to Marburg where he left the descendants, John Kaspar and Johann Georg ELLER,
mentioned above.
Note-JGE: The Johann George ELLER of Marburg is listed on some family group sheets, now in circulation, as the
father of George Michael ELLER of Frederick County, Maryland. No evidence to support such a connection has ever
been reported to the Eller Family Association, and as reported to Mr . Thode no evidence that any member of this family
had emigrated to America was found.
From: State Archive of Karlsruhe
German Record: Wilhelm ELLER of Eimsheim was manumitted and paid his departure tax on 2 May 1764. ,
Signature 61, number 9252, page 81668.
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German Record: Jakob ELLER, emigrated secretly on 7 Feb 1789, Signature 61, number 9,350, page 217, number
39.
German Record: Dr. Eckhardt, The Chief City Manager, Wuppertal Municipal Archive, D-42285 Wuppertal-Barman,
Germany to Ernest Thode, 18 Feb 1994. "Unfortunately no indications here show that your ancestors (meaning pre-1800
Eller immigrants to America) come from Elberfeld or Ronsdorf. Incidentally, Elberfeld and Ronsdorf have been sections
of town of the consolidated city of Wuppertal since 1929. I am enclosing copies of the ELLER genealogical tables from
the SIEBEL family history and the genealogical tables of the mayors of Elberfeld. However, there is nowhere a
mention of emigrants to America."
German Record: Ms. Barczik, Municipal Archive of Dusseldorf, Heinrich-Erhardt- Strasse 61, Municipal
Administration Office 10/8, D-40200 Dusseldorf, German, 11 Mar 1994 to Ernest Thode. "To my regret I cannot give
you any positive answer to your inquiry about members of the ELLER family. The present section of Dusseldorf called
Eller has belonged to the political community of Duesseldorf only since the year 1909. Until 1908 it belonged to the
Mayoralty of Hilden. Possibly other institutions can help you, though. There would be for one the North RhineWestphalia Vital Records Archive in Bruehl, This has church books, and is to be regarded as a collection of documents
pertaining to vital records. However, research is not done by archive personnel themselves, but the visitor himself or
herself must resea rch. Further you could turn to County Archive of Mettman, the Muncipal Archive in Hilden, or the
North Rhine Westphalian Chief State Archive in Duesseldorf. I will give you the addresses:
1. North Rhine-Westphalian Vital Records Archive of the Rhineland
Augustusberg Castle
D-50321 Bruehl
GERMANY
2. County Archive of Mettman
Linnep Castle
D-40885 Ratinger
GERMANY
3. Municipal Archive of Hilden
Am Holterhoefchen 34
D-40724 Hilden
GERMANY
4. North Rhine-Westphalian Chief State Archive
Mauerstrasse 55
D-40476 Dusseldorf
GERMANY
Note- JGE: J. W. Hook believed until the day he died that George Michael ELLER came from Dusseldorf but we
have never been able to find any evidence to support his view. As the above indicates, we have not yet researched all
the archives in and around Dusseldorf.
Follow the Evidence
J. Gerald Eller, 214 Rocky Mountain Way, Arden, NC 28704
The statement, "Christian, a son of Michael Eller (or Ohler, umlaut O), was born in the Algau district of
Bavaria in 1724." appears in Ramsey, Robert W., Carolina Cradle, University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill,
1964, p. 90. Ramsey cites Hook, J.W., George Michael Eller Descendants of His in America,. 1957, pp. 433-435, as his
source. The source of Hook's information came from letters written by a Mr. Aurel Eller of Munich, Germany in 1957
only weeks before Hook published his book.
The above statement from Ramsey has been cited as evidence that this Michael Eller was the father of
Christian Eller of Rowan Co., NC althought a closer reading of Hook would dispel any notion that a definite connection
between the two Christian Ellers had been established. When taken out of context and without further explanation this
statement provides added confusion about the ancestry not only of Christian Eller of Rowan Co., NC but also other pre-
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1800 Eller immigrants to America such as Henry Eller of Frederick Co., MD and Jacob and Melchior Eller of Rowan
Co., NC.
For example, Ramsey failed to mention, that Aurel ELLER reported two children born in succession to another
Bavarian Eller family (Bartyl and Barbara Swartz Eller) were both named George Michael ELLER. The Church
record for the first child, born 5 Sep 1695, also carried a notation translated as "Emgrated."
This church record, without further collaborating evidence, was enough to cause some who read the report to
immediately conclude that this was the birth and emigration record for George Michael ELLER of Frederick Co., MD.
Strangely, the very next child, born 31 Oct. 1696 to the same family was also named George Michael ELLER. Also,
other records for different individuals named George Michael ELLER have been found among German records. Hook
clearly rejected any connection with the Bavarian ELLERS.
The Eller Family Association hired tthe well-known professional genealogist, Ernest Thode, to follow all
known clues, including Hook's report on the Bavarian ELLER families, and search for the connections between known
pre-1800 ELLER immigrants to America and their places and families of origin in Germany. Mr. Thode was asked to
search especially for German records for Geeorge Michael and Henry ELLER of Frederick Co., MD, and Jacob,
Christian and Melchior ELLER of Rowan County, North Carolina..
Mr. Thode offered the following appraisal in a recent report :
" I seriously doubt whether the ELLER family of the Allgau or Allgaeu region is your family. It was not at all
common for Catholics to emigrate to America in the 1700s. There were some, such as at Goshenhoppen, but not many,
either relatively or absolutely speaking. It is true that (in Germany)a there was much switching of religions in the
Palatinate and some other areas. This is because the religion of the people followed that of the ruler according to the
principal "Cuius regio, eius religio: Whoever rules, determines the religion (for all his subjects)." When the ruler
changed or the ruler switched religions, then everybody had to follow suit, or to stay within a certain religion and wait to
marry somebody from a territory where that religon prevailed until a marriage going in the opposite direction was
desired, so two rulers could switch an equal number of subjects. (Note: one of Hook's reasons for rejecting the Bavarian
ELLERS as ancestors was because they were Catholic.)
"There was virtually no emigration from the Allgaeu to North America in the 1700s. There may have been
considerable emigration to the southeast, to the Austrain Empire, also Catholic territotry where incentives were given to
settle. I have a list of about 40,000 emigrations of Germans to America by 1820. Of this number, there may be half a
dozen from the Allgaeu region. Offhand, I cannot think of a single one from the Allgaeu.
"There was a common custom of naming a child born after a previous child's death the same name. If the
baptismal record of Georg Michael ELLER, born 5 September 1695, actually says he "emigrated," I will eat my hat.
Baptismal records in that time period do not generally give information on the later life of an individual;, such as
marriage date, death date (after maturity), confirmation date, orf date of emigration. I feel certain that the word or
symbol interpreted as "emigrated" is something like "departed" and actually means "died." Then the Georg Michael
ELLER, born 31 October 1696, replaces the deceased child who died sometime young. The same probably happended
with the Maria b 1728 and the Marie b 1735, If there were a second marriage, sometimes I have found given names are
repeated in the "second family," but this is subject to regional custom. Also, actually, the dates given are probably
baptismal dates rather than birth dates, but that is not so crucial, as baptism generally followed birth by only a matter of
days or weeks, rather than months and years, usually within about 5 days.
"Whenever a second child is born after less than 18 months following the previous birth, I suspect that the first
child died, the nursing mother's lactation ended early, and she was able to become pregnant again earlier than in a normal
time of nursing and weaning.
"It would be very helpful to examine the death/burial records of the Catholic church parish of Neuhaus (or
whichever parish the birth/baptismal records were found in). I venture to say there will be the death of little Georg
Michael ELLER sometime between 5 September 1695 and 31 October 1606. It would also be intresting to see if the
ELLERs with names similar to those that show up in America appear in the death records there. If, say, the presumed
emigrant died (or married or had children baptized) in Neuhaus, Germany, after the date when he was married and
having children in America;, then he is not the ELLER who emigrated to America unless he returned. I have not seen
all the evidence and anything is possible, but I can only say it is highly unlikely based on the usual patterns."
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Note (jge) It is important to understand that the connection between pre-1800 ELLER immigrants to America
and the Bavarian ELLER has not been proven or disproven by published documented evidence from primary sources,
despite reports now in circulation to the contrary. If anyone has evidence, we urge that it be shared in the ELLER
CHRONICLES.
Other comments from Ernest Thode:
"Regarding J. W. Hook's clue of "Untermesbach." there are a few possibilities:
D-08527 Messbach near Kuerbitz and Plauen in the Vogtland
D-66485 Messbach in the community of Fischbachtal in the Odenwald
D-74677 Messbach near Doerzbach, Wuerttemburg
D-722 50 Untermusbach ub the community of Freudenstadt
11/17/2018-96190 Untermerzbach near Hassberge and Bamberg
There are other places with somewhat similar names, but these are the closest linguistically.
"The best locality of these for further investigation is D-66485 Messbach, the next best D72250
Untermusbach. I like these two because I know emigrants came to colonial America from these areas, they were
Lutheran, and the former was either in the County of Erbach or the Palatinate."
Records from International Genealogical Index (IGI)- 1993 editon - Version 3.02
Name: ELLER, Georg Michael
Event: Marriage - 11 Jan 1746, Trippstadt, Pfalz, Bayern
Spouse: Anna Catharina LINNEN.
Genealogical Terms: English- German
1.

English
Given name and surname:

German
1. Vor- und Familienname

2.

Date of birth

2. Geburtsdatum

3.

Place of birth

3. Geburtsort

4.

Given name and name of father

4. Vor- und Familienname des Vater

5.

Given name and maiden name of mother

5. Vor- und Madchenname der Mutter

6.

Husband's given name and surname

6. Vor- und Familiennamedes Ehemannes

7.

Wife's given name and maiden name

7. Vor- und Madchenname der Ehefrau

8.

Date of marriage

8. Heiratsdatum

9.

Place of marriage

9. Heiratsort

10. Date of death

10. Todestag

11. Place of death

11. Sterbeort

12. Date of emigration

12. Auswanderungsdatum

From The Genealogical Library Patron Aid Series C, no. 519 G3/55B
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
by permission
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Hardy Washington Eller
By Steve Eller

Hardy Washington Eller was the son of Jacob "Jake" Eller [ed. husband of Nancy M Allen and son of
Susannah “Sukey” Eller of the John Jacob Eller line]. Hard (as family called him) was born (1843) in
what was then - Rabun County. Towns County was created from parts of Rabun and Union in 1856.
Hardy and Martha Jane Garrett Eller had 12, maybe 13 children. There is a child named "Esther"
listed in the 1870 US Census and I can't find anything on her after that. The children births ranged
from 1866 to 1891 (25 years). Great Grandma Jane was one heck of a woman. I have found all of
the children's memorials except for three - Teresa, Lillie and Washington.

Hardy "Hard" Washington and Martha Jane Garrett Eller - around 1900

Most of Hardy's children migrated away from the Upper Hightower Community of Towns County
where they were born. This movement started in the early 1900's in search of better farmland or
following other family members. Mountain soil with all the rocks made it tough land to farm and
the government was against making whiskey. I noticed the family kind of left a trail of graves and
other landmarks along the way. In the early 1900's, North Georgia had very few roads and most
were only trails at best. The Eller descendants probably followed two major trails south and one
west. From the Upper Hightower Community, it was a short distance to Georgia Highway 197 and
New Liberty Road South. Hwy 197 starts in Rabun County and takes you into Clarkesville,
Habersham County, Georgia. Just south of the Habersham County Line, New Liberty Road branches
off of Hwy 197 and takes you just east of Clarkesville. The trail west was probably what is now US
Highway 76. Below is a record of Hardy and Martha's children and where they finally settled with
their families.
Martha Eller (b. 1868) married Rev. John Franklin Eller (also a descendant of Jacob "Jake" Eller) and
is shown in the 1900 Federal Census as living in the Upper Hightower Community where Hardy
Washington was living. Sometime shortly thereafter, John and Martha went south to the Moccasin
Creek area of Rabun County. John and Martha had two boys, Melvin and Dillard. Martha died in
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1910 and is buried in Shook Cemetery close to the Habersham County Line and right off Bridge
Creek Road (see pic 1 & 2). John married Lula Carver and had three boys and one daughter. John
Franklin Eller and all of his children are buried
in North Habersham County. One road in the
northern part of the county is named "Mack
Eller Road" (see pic 3). McKinley Eller was one
of John and Lula's sons. McKinley is buried at
New Liberty UMC and has "Mack" written on
his memorial.
Robert Asbury (b. 1874) married Rebecca
Davis and WW1 Draft Registration shows him
as living in Union County. The 1900 and 1920
Census had Robert and Rebecca living in
Gaddistown Community of Union County with
seven children (1920). The 1930 Federal
Census has the family living in Fannin County,
Georgia. Robert’s son Norman Esco Eller was
living in the Star Creek community when his
uncle John Ranzey Eller (Robert's brother) was
looking for farm land because the TVA had
bought his property. The TVA was building the
dam for Lake Chatuge in 1941. Norman also
bought property on Star Creek and then later
moved to Ohio. Robert and Rebecca are
buried in Fannin County, their children are
buried in Ohio, Tennessee, and Morganton.

Ranzey and Esta Emma Ledford Hilton Eller

John Ranzey (b. 1879) [ed. sometimes spelled
Ranzy, but legal name was John Samuel
Lorenzo Eller] If not for the TVA building Lake
Chatuge Dam, Ranzey would probably have
never left Towns County. He married Melvina
Hicks and had two daughters, Della and Vella.
Melvina died in 1919 and the 1920 Census
had Della and Vella living in Banks County with
their Uncle Jep. Ranzey later married Emma
Esta Ledford Hilton who had two children of
her own. Ranzey and Esta lived on Fodder
Creek Road just outside Hiawassee until 1941
when they moved to Fannin County, Georgia.
Ranzey and Esta had six more children
together, most of them lived in North Georgia
with one in Austell, Georgia.
Della Eller Nicholson, Myrtle Hilton Kellar, Vella Eller McCarter and Ollie D Hilton
( Ranzey Eller's daughters and Esta Emma Ledford Hilton's children)
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Benjamin Jeptha (b. 1880) married Laura Hicks (Twin sister of Ranzey first wife). Jep and Laura were
living in The Upper Hightower Community of Towns County in 1910. Jep and Ranzey were
neighbors in the 1910 Census. At some point the family moved on over to The Moccasin
Creek/Lakmont area of Rabun County. The 1930 Census shows Jep living in Banks County, Georgia.
Most of Jep's children are buried in North Georgia while two are laid to rest in South Carolina. Jep,
Laura and his second wife (Dora) are buried in Rock Springs Baptist Church Cemetery in Banks
County, Hollingsworth, Georgia.

Benjamin Jep and Laura Hicks Eller

Twin Hicks Sisters that Ranzey and Jep married
. ( Laura on left, holding Esther and Melvina on right holding Della - about 1909 )
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Jesse E Eller (b. 1881) married Jane Moss and were living in Peachtree, Cherokee County, North
Carolina in 1910. This Census shows Jesse and Jane having three children. Jane ran off at some
point and returned to North Carolina. Jesse's draft registration card in 1918 lists Mary Etta Waters
Eller as his wife. The 1920 Census has them living in The Wolf-Pit Community of Stephens County,
Georgia. Jesse and Mary Etta are buried in Stephens County. Jesse's children are buried in North
Georgia, one in Florida, one in Oklahoma and one in South Carolina.
Maggie Jane (b. 1884) married Wiliam Harvey Welborn. The 1920 Federal Census has them living in
Grove River Community of Banks County, Georgia. William and Maggie had ten children and most
of them are buried at Mt Carmel BC in Banks County. Two of his children are buried in Hall County
and one in Toccoa, Georgia. The area where William and Maggie lived has a road named "Welborn
Road" where some of their descendants still reside.
Joseph Sylvester (b. 1891) married Zeora Bell Garrett and had five children. The 1910 Federal
Census has them living with his brother (Ranzey) in Rabun County, Georgia. 1930 Census has
Sylvester and Zeora living with their own family in Rabun County. The 1940 Census shows them
living in the Deep Creek Area of Habersham County, Georgia. The same area where John Franklin
Eller's children lived.
William Riley (b.1870) married Nancy Nichols and stayed in or around The Towns County Area.
Several of his children are buried in the Hiawassee area.

William Riley Eller (Hardy's son) and Nancy Fee Dosha Nichols.

Rhoda A (b. 1876) married William Bill Moss and stayed in or around The Towns County Area.
Rhoda had two children, one is buried in Towns County and the other in Clay County, NC.
Teresa (b. 1867) probably ended up in Rabun County Area. Her husband (Harve Bradshaw) is buried
Mulberry UMC, Otto, NC.
Lillie (b.1872) married Charley Giles and has one known child buried in Tellico Plains, Tennessee.
Washington (b. 1883) married Dollie Eller and in 1900 he lived with Martha and probably helped
with farming. A 1930 Census list a "Wash" (Washington's nick name) Eller living in Cherokee
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County, Georgia. He was a hired hand working for a family with last name of Pope. He was listed as
widowed. I can't find anything else about him.
About the author:
Steve Eller is the great grandson of Hardy Washington Eller. Steve’s father was first cousins with Ed
Eller (EFA Secretary/Treasurer and former President). Steve lived on Star Creek in Morganton, GA
until he was 7 and currently resides in Cornelia, Georgia.
Steve has been researching Eller Family Grave sites for some time now. He is a member of the "Find
A Grave" web site and now manages several family memorials. He had his mom and dad’s
memorials transferred to him, along with his Granny and Grandpa Ranzey Eller. The North Georgia
Area has a lot of Eller Memorial History to share. Towns County has 146 Eller Memorials,
Habersham is next with 90. Gilmer County has 34 Eller Memorials and Rabun County is the home to
31 family memorials. Stephens County has 10 and Fannin County has 9 memorials. Steve has traced
most of these memorials back to Towns County, Georgia.
After writing this article, Steve and his wife visited the Old Smyrna Cemetery. They had to talk with
the Forest Ranger in Clayton to get some direction to the cemetery and just getting there was
difficult. Hardy Washington Eller's headstone was broken and laying in some kind of metal tray that
someone fabricated to keep it together. Notice the detail work at the top of the headstone. Next to
Hardy, they found the gravestone of Homer Wellborn, the young son of William Harvey Wellborn
and Martha S Eller (Hardy's daughter).

A curious editor Googled Old Smyrna Cemetery near Clayton Georgia and found an article
written about a trip to the cemetery back in early 2013, complete with pictures of the journey and
the various grave markers, including those of H.W. Eller and Homer Wellborn. The article can be
found at:
https://genealogical.wordpress.com/2012/02/26/cemetery-sunday-bradshaw-cemetery-aka-old-smyrnachurch-cemetery-towns-co-ga/
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Using Your DNA Test Results
(The Basics for Genealogists)
By Kitty Cooper

How do you use autosomal DNA testing to enhance your genealogical research without having to
take a PhD level course? This is a question several of my cousins have asked me, so here is my
attempt to answer.

Chromosome Map of Kitty’s Closest Matches using her segment mapper tool
•

First of all, get as many relatives to test as you can. The more data you have, the easier it is to
make useful comparisons and sort new DNA relatives into their related family lines. The closer
family members shown in my chromosome map above are all cousins I convinced to test.

•

Secondly, make sure you know how to use a spreadsheet: sorting, deleting rows, inserting
columns; you only need to know the easy stuff.

•

Third, check your understanding of how DNA works. Perhaps read my basics page –
http://blog.kittycooper.com/2013/04/the-basics-at-23andme/ – and follow up with whichever
lessons, books or videos appeal to you among those that I suggest or that you find listed in the
ISOGG wiki – http://www.isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA
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Also lots of beginner questions are answered in the FAQ I keep for the DNA-NEWBIES mailing
list on yahoo; a copy is on this blog – http://blog.kittycooper.com/dna-testing/newbie-faq/ – so
check there when something is confusing.
•

Fourth, bookmark a page with an explanation of all the acronyms – this is a good
one: http://www.isogg.org/wiki/Abbreviations – a key term is cM. You do not need to
understand the definition of a centimorgan (cM), hardly anyone does; just accept that it is the
best measure of the importance of a DNA match, the larger the better.

Now to the practical application of all this, using shared DNA segment data to find relatives,
preferably those 3rd and 4th cousins that your family no longer knows of. Click on success stories
on this blog to read about some of the cousins I have found with DNA.
When people are shown as matches to you or your relatives, the testing company will make a guess
as to how closely related they are. Beyond 3rd cousins, it is not possible for them to make an
accurate estimate because of the random nature of DNA inheritance.
If the expected relationship ends in distant cousin, the common ancestor is likely too far back to
find, unless both of you have deep trees (on GEDmatch this would apply to anyone greater than 5
or even 4.5 generations distant). So I recommend only contacting the more distant folk when you
see a common surname or common locality. The reason is that once you get past 3rd cousins, the
amount of DNA you share with relatives can be fairly random or even none due to the vagaries of
DNA inheritance.
See the chart and tables at the ISOGG wiki for the expected amount of DNA shared with relatives
http://www.isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA_statistics#Simple_mathematical_average_of_sharing
To find possible relatives you want to look at how much DNA, how many segments, and how many
big segments you share with your matches. The most promising matches are those with more than
one segment and preferably at least one of those segments larger than 10cM. Third cousins will
usually match you with one or more large segments but 10% of the time they will not match you at
all and about half your fourth cousins will share no DNA with you unless you come from an
endogamous group. If your ancestors were endogamous, raise the guidelines above and read my
post on Ashkenazi DNA.
Another problem is that sometimes when you share two good sized segments (or one very large
one which could be two next to each other), they come from two different ancestors, so the close
cousin prediction is wrong.
So how do you find the DNA segments you share with a relative? Well you cannot find them if you
tested at Ancestry.com. Ancestry testers must upload to GEDmatch to see this information.
•

At 23andme you go to Tools, DNA relatives, DNA.
See http://blog.kittycooper.com/2015/11/initial-report-on-the-new-23andme-for-the-moreadvanced-users/ (but if you still have the old version you go to ancestry tools, family
inheritance advanced: see http://blog.kittycooper.com/2013/04/the-basics-at-23andme/ )

•

At Family Tree DNA. you use the chromosome browser, see
http://blog.kittycooper.com/dna-testing/family-tree-dna-basics/
At GEDmatch you use the one-to-one see
http://blog.kittycooper.com/2014/10/using-gedmatch-for-my-ancestry-com-cousins

•
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One proviso, if person A matches you at the same place as person B, they do not necessarily match
each other. That is because every chromosome is a pair and the tests only know the spot where
you match not which of the two chromosomes it is on: the one from your mom or the one from
your dad. Even worse sometimes a person listed as a match is not really matching you at all, but
rather matching bits from each parent which looks like a match to the computers. See this post for
more on false matches: http://blog.kittycooper.com/2014/10/when-is-a-dna-segment-match-areal-match-ibd-or-ibs-or-ibc/
Triangulation, when person matches you and another at the same location, is how you confirm a
real match. Having a parent and child tested can really help with this. For further reading on
triangulation try this blog post: http://blog.kittycooper.com/2015/02/triangulation-proving-acommon-ancestor/
Here is my suggested further reading on finding relatives with
DNA: http://blog.kittycooper.com/2013/01/finding-distant-relatives-with-autosomal-dna-testing/
Also you can click the tag DNA spreadsheets to go even deeper into that topic. Plus I have many
tools including my own listed on my tools page. The picture above is from my segment mapper
tool; I used the track column to move the matches around so it looked better.
If you are an adoptee please go to DNAadoption.com and check out their methodology.
Here are some statistics on my own matches with the X removed (since it is so different between
the sexes) . These are some of the matches shown in the chromosome picture above. I do have a
4th cousin once removed (maria) who I share 33.6 cM on the X with but no autosomal DNA. I know
it is a good match not just from the size but because my Dad has the same match.
Known Relationship

total cMs > 7

Longest Block

# of segs > 7

brother

2809.80

175.00

52

first cousin

934.90

71.20

35

first cousin

758.10

49.90

31

2nd cousin

256.90

56.90

12

2nd cousin

169.90

32.70

10

3rd

69.10

22.60

5

3rd

39.24

20.10

2

3rd 1R

18.90

18.90

1

3rd 1R

13.90

13.90

1

3rd 2R

28.58

18.90

2

3rd 2R

19.80

12.00

2

NORWEGIANS
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triple 4th

28.70

19.30

2

Triple 4th 1R

27.90

19.10

2

4th

0.00

5.80

1

5th + half 6th

17.57

17.57

1

aunt

1646.80

172.00

40

aunt

1468.10

187.00

41

1st cousin

821.00

142.20

26

Half dbl 3rd cousin

93.60

30.70

5

ASHKENAZI

Those of you curious about what I mean by a half double 3rd cousin, we share 3 gg-grandparents;
my g-grandmother fixed up her sister with her husband’s half-brother.
From Kitty’s blog:
https://blog.kittycooper.com/2015/03/using-your-dna-test-results-the-basics-for-genealogists/
About the author:
Kitty Munson Cooper
I am a blogger, genetic genealogist, genealogist, programmer,
retired web designer, speaker, mother, grandmother, gardener,
dog lover, cat lover, and World Champion Bridge player. For more
about my web design company, go to my business site Open Sky
Web Design which has my resume as well. For more about my
genealogy try my family history site. For more about my bridge
career go to my bridge teaching site.
In the late 90s I got the genealogy/family history bug after a
beloved Aunt died with too many of her stories unrecorded.
What happened was that I re-met a second cousin who was a
genealogist at her funeral. He showed me many charts of our
ancestry. I had always loved listening to family stories from the
older generation but now I felt that I had to preserve them. So I
started a family history web site for my family with the pictures
and stories that I collected.
Then in 2012 I did the NatGeo test, then 23andme, then Family
Tree DNA for my Dad, then I got a few cousins to test and my
brother. Found many cousins on the Norwegian side who helped break a few brick walls. Next we
tried Ancestry.com DNA testing as well … yes I caught a severe case of the genetic genealogy bug
and even started blogging about it, mainly to keep everything where my family and I could find it.
Soon I found myself presenting and speaking about my passion as well; click here for my upcoming
talk schedule.

Page 32

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXXII, Issue 4 (Nov 2018)

Easy Project to Write Your Family History: Publish a Q&A
By Lisa Louise Cook | Oct 11, 2015 |

This 3-step project will help you capture a relative’s life story in plenty of time for the holidays!
Reconstructing the life stories of our ancestors can sometimes feel like squeezing water from a
stone. By comparison, gathering the life stories of the living can be like turning on a tap. All you
have to do is direct and catch the flow.
Turn your family history interviews into a beautiful book–just in time for holiday sharing–with this
three-step project. Simplify it or doll it up, depending on your time, talents and what you have to
work with. Just do it! Write your family history! Here’s the basic outline:
1. Record an interview. Invite a relative to chat with you about his or her life stories. Decide
together what the relative WANTS to talk about: childhood memories? Stories about a certain
loved one or a particular time period? A little of everything? Consider using a list of life story
questions or memory prompts like those you can find in my book, My Life & Times: A Guided
Journal for Collecting Your Stories.
Before you begin, be clear that your goal is to write these stories up for the family. Meet in person,
over the phone or by Skype (click here to learn how to record a Skype conversation). With
permission, record the conversation. Ask plenty of follow-up questions, but otherwise keep your
own comments to a minimum. For more interviewing tips, listen to this free Family History Made
Easy podcast episode.
2. Transcribe the interview. After you’ve finished your chat, go back and type up the interview.
Give yourself plenty of time: this takes longer than you think. Consider asking a fast-typing relative
to help or hire a transcription service (here’s one option). Type things just as you hear them,
incomplete sentences and all. Don’t include anything your loved one wants to keep “off the
record.”
3. Print the transcript. Save an unedited copy of the typescript in your permanent files. Edit it a
little to make it “reader-friendly” if you want to. Print it out. Add any extras, like family tree charts
or copies of photos. Bind it however you prefer. (Genealogy Gems Premium website members can
check out Lisa’s 3-part Premium podcast series on self-publishing: episodes 52-54). Share copies
with loved ones: they make great holiday gifts.
Here’s a page from a sample project I did. It’s a simple stapled book, printed in landscape
(sideways) format on regular-sized paper. I left the narrative in the format of a simple Q&A, just like
it was spoken. I did edit slightly for clarity and flow. My questions are in italics and the speakers are
identified (I was interviewing a husband and wife together). I added a few photos.
I shared copies of this book with every family member as holiday gifts a few years ago. Now
everyone has a special legacy gift featuring this couple: their children, their grandchildren and even
their great-grandchildren.
Now is the time for you to write a portion of your family history, and I’m here to help and support
you. I will be conducting a fun and productive one-week workshop called the Genealogist’s
Essential Writing Workshop at Family Tree University starting October 19. Genealogy Gems has
made a very special discount arrangement just for YOU–our gems: $10 off the class with our
exclusive coupon code GEMSWRITING. You can do this and I’m here to help!
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Famicity: A New Way to Gather and Share Family Stories
By Lisa Louise Cook | Mar 9, 2016 |

Famicity: a new free platform that allows families to gather, record and share their stories. Now in
English and French.
One of the things I love about RootsTech is meeting innovators who are passionate about creating
new ways to discover, preserve and share family history. While I was there I met Guillaume
Languereau, CEO and co-founder of Famicity. I was impressed with his enthusiasm and dedication
to his company and thought I’d share it with you.
What is Famicity?
Famicity is a free platform that helps families curate and share their pictures, videos and memories
“so future generations remember who they are and where they come from,” says Guillaume. “The
goal is to create a living family tree where the whole family will collaborate and share to preserve
the story of each and every person.”
“It’s a legacy center,” Guillaume says, meant not just for distant family history but for recording the
history that’s unfolding now. In fact, he says, “the users who share the most are young mothers
with a newborn baby.”
Famicity appears to work similarly to family trees on many genealogy websites, with emphasis on
family social networking and privacy. No paid subscriptions are required; relatives can be invited by
email. You can build a tree from scratch or by importing a GEDCOM file. Each person in the family
has a profile, with his or her information organized in timeline format. The design is meant to serve
the needs of old and young. “A child just has to click on a person to discover the story of his/her
life. It has never been easier to tell every family member’s story.”
The service was developed in France over the course of 5 years. It launched there and now has
150,000 users who have documented more than 3 million ancestors. Its success brought Guillaume
to RootsTech 2016 to launch Famicity in English.
Famicity is a free service available on PC, MAC, tablets, and mobiles. Here’s a video teaser:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=k7o1sP3zwgM
I do remind everyone, when they upload and share family history pictures, video, stories and other
precious “digital artifacts,” to keep and back up their own master copies of them on their own
computers. I love seeing relatives share and collaborate online–and I also love knowing they’ve
secured and backed up their master files within their own reach. I use Backblaze which you can
learn more about here.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: LISA LOUISE COOKE

Lisa is the Producer and Host of the Genealogy Gems Podcast, an online
genealogy audio show and app. She is the author of the books The
Genealogist’s Google Toolbox, Mobile Genealogy, How to Find Your
Family History in Newspapers, and the Google Earth for
Genealogy video series, an international keynote speaker, and producer
of the Family Tree Magazine Podcast. To hear more from Lisa, listen to
the free Genealogy Gems Podcast, and read the Genealogy Gems Blog at
www.GenealogyGems.com .
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National Genealogical Society 2019 Family History
Program Now Available

https://blog.eogn.com/2018/11/15/national-genealogical-society-2019-family-history-program-now-available/

Dick Eastman

November 15, 2018

The following announcement was written by the (U.S.) National Genealogical Society:
FALLS CHURCH, VA, 15 NOVEMBER 2018—The National Genealogical Society’s 2019 Family History
Conference program is now available online and as a downloadable sixteen-page conference
brochure. This year’s program, Journey of Discovery, will feature a variety of lecture tracks and
topics including African American, English, French, German, Irish, and Scottish lectures. Other
popular tracks include BCG Skillbuilding, eighteen DNA lectures, Immigration and Migration,
Missouri, Military, Religion, Technology, and Tips and Techniques. In all, the conference, which will
be held 8-11 May 2019 in St. Charles, Missouri, will offer family historians and genealogists more
than 150 lectures, an array of social events, several workshops, and a family history expo with more
than seventy exhibitors.

The program will begin with Judy G. Russell, JD, CG®, CGLSM, delivering the keynote address,
“Journey of Discovery.” She will share tidbits about the Journey of Discovery of many people
ranging from Marquette to Lewis and Clark, from Winny v. Whitesides to Dred Scott v. Sanford,
from ancestors hiding in the pages of the Territorial Papers to clues lurking deep within our DNA.
Americans are on their own journeys of discovery to find out who we are and where we come from.
The conference will take place at the St. Charles Convention Center. Registration opens on 1
December 2018. A number of special events have been planned with limited seating, so register on
1 December, or as soon as possible thereafter, if you plan to attend any of these events.
To learn more about our special events, see the conference brochure and our program. Participants
also will want to sign up early for tickets to the NGS banquet on Friday evening, featuring David
Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA, who will discuss our ancestors’ record preservations in If Carved in
Stone, Your Epitaph is Already Disappearing!
Up-to-date information about the availability, amenities, and rates for conference hotels can be
found on our conference website. Be sure to sign up for the NGS conference blog so you do not
miss conference news or announcements.
Founded in 1903, the National Genealogical Society is dedicated to genealogical education,
exemplary standards of research, and the preservation of genealogical records. The Falls Church,
Virginia, based nonprofit is the premier national society for everyone, from the beginner to the
most advanced family historian, seeking excellence in publications, educational offerings, and
guidance in research. It also offers many opportunities to interact with other genealogists.
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MyHeritage To End Free DNA Uploads and Tools Usage
MyHeritage.com has long allowed the ability to upload Raw Autosomal DNA Data to their system
and given access to their comparison tools. After December 1, 2018, uploads and tool usage will
no longer be free. However, all DNA uploaded before December 1 will be grandfathered in and will
not be subject to charges. So, if you have access to your Raw DNA Data, you might want to
upload it to MyHeritage.com before December 1. This is Autosomal DNA only.
If you have been tested with Ancestry DNA, you can download your raw data by going to the DNA
tab and selecting Settings. On that page, Download Raw DNA Data will start the process.
Uploading to MyHeritage will broaden your comparison to DNA from others. After December 1,
you will be charged to upload your DNA and to use their tools.
Quote from MyHeritage press release: “All DNA data that was uploaded to MyHeritage in the past,
and all DNA data that is uploaded now and prior to December 1, 2018, will continue to enjoy full
access to all DNA features for free. These uploads will be grandfathered in and will remain free.”
Online articles discussing this:
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/myheritage-dna-december/
https://lisalouisecooke.com/2018/09/18/myheritage-dna-uploads/

RootsTech 2019
Registration for RootsTech 2019, the largest family history event in the world, is now open. It is
scheduled for February 27–March 2, 2019, at the Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City,
Utah. For more information or to register for RootsTech 2019 go to www.rootstech.org\salt-lake
RootsTech is an annual 4-day family history and technology conference. Those who attend are
encouraged to discover their family roots and preserve and share their heritage. In 2018, more
than 27,000 people attended, gathering from all 50 U.S. states and 47 different countries.
RootsTech 2019 will include more than 300 informational sessions and many well-known keynote
speakers, including Steve Rockwood, CEO of FamilySearch International. The conference will also
feature interactive activities, exhibitors in the expo hall, and computer lab classes led by industry
professionals. All these events and more are designed to inspire attendees and empower them to
seek out their own genealogical findings. A full schedule for RootsTech 2019 events can be found
online.
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On The Lighter Side
Genealogists dilemma
A modern mother is explaining to her little girl
about pictures in the family photo album.
"This is the geneticist with your surrogate mother
and here's your father's clone.
This is me holding you when you were just a frozen embryo.
The lady with the very troubled look on her face
is your aunt, a genealogist."

Genealogy Nightmare
My daughter never married but she's lived with Joe, so long,
And they and the kids are so happy that somehow, it doesn't seem wrong.
My son, he was legally married but his wife kept her own name.
We don't know the name of our grand-kids but, we love everyone, just the same.
But, my sister, she really got married, she 'tied the knot' all seven times.
Her family could pass for a railroad with the crossing of so many lines!
My brother, well, he was adopted, but he found his natural kin,
And our family tree is just 'blooming' like a wild and monstrous thing.
I try to keep things in order every one, a place of their own,
But what shall I do about Father, he says,"He's really a clone!"
E.H. Waldram
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Eller Book on Sale
A limited number of a definitive book on Eller genealogy, George Michael Eller and
Descendants of His in America (1995 reprint of the 1957 edition), written by James W.
Hook is still available for sale from the EFA. Make your check or money order for $25 US to
Eller Family Association. Order from Ed Eller (address below).
kermiteller38@gmail.com

Eller Cookbooks Available
An Eller Cookbook was commissioned by the EFA several years ago. Copies are still
available from Ed Eller (address below). Contact Ed at kermiteller38@gmail.com.
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Sales Tax only applicable if you are purchasing from Texas.
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Register Now As An EFA Member on the Eller Website
A special section on the Eller Family Association website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com)
is just for EFA members and will allow access to the current year’s Chronicles, our
membership list and other members-only features. But, to insure that it’s open only to EFA
members, you need to register. This is important, especially for members who receive their
edition of the Chronicles by e-mail. You can go to the website and look for the login link
near the top left of the page (in the brown stripe). Then click on “Don't have a login?
Register for a New User Account.” near the bottom of the popup box. Or you can click on
this address: http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular
family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort. We owe to the present generation and those
of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage.
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated
family lines worldwide to:
Discover and preserve our historical past
Report current events and ongoing contributions
Develop and expand current family ties
Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments
Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future.
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February,
May, August and November. Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the
17th century to the current time is being gathered and made available.
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send
with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the
Eller Family Association to:

Ed Eller
Eller Family Association
1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, GA 30720

Gift memberships are now available also. Give the gift of family.
Give a new one year membership for $20
Give a lifetime membership for $200
Give 2 new memberships for $35
Give 3 or more new memberships at a rate of $15 each
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Eller Family Association
c/o Ed Eller
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr
Dalton, GA 30720

Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee
along with your application for membership.
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GIFT

Eller Family Association
c/o Ed Eller
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr
Dalton, GA 30720

Remember…please enclose the total membership fees
along with the applications for membership.

Page 42

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXXII, Issue 4 (Nov 2018)

EFA ORGANIZATION

President:

Lauren Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

(281)578-8141
missliggy@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Anna Marie Bliss 4217 East Carmel Ave
Mesa, AZ 85206

(480)396-3364
ajbliss3343@yahoo.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, GA 30720

(706)278-1516
kermiteller38@gmail.com

Directors:

Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive
(719)632-2259
Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com
David G. Eller

PO Box 572216
(713)952-9400
Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com

Jerry Kendall

1700 Kendall Rd.
(706)970-0244
Young Harris, GA 30582 jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com

Christine Walker 695 Old NC Highway 268 (336)921-3430
Wilkesboro, NC 28697
Harvey Powers

4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 (434) 247-0317
Midlothian, VA 23112
harv@harveypowers.com

Editor:

Dan Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

Web Master

Harvey Powers

4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 (434) 247-0317
Midlothian, VA 23112
harv@harveypowers.com

Historian:

Lauren Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

(281)578-8141
danliggett@gmail.com

(281)578-8141
missliggy@yahoo.com

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer:
To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association
To report a change of address
To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles
To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles
To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by
James W. Hook (1995 reprint of 1957 edition) @ $25 ea
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site.
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org or www.ellerfamilyassociation.com

