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From the President . . . Lauren Liggett 
Hey there Eller cousins, 

I am writing this to you over Memorial Day week end. Hope you had a 
good one. It’s hot here in Houston. Summer has arrived. I am not 
looking forward to being sweaty and having frizzy hair all summer, but 
that’s life on the Gulf coast! 

I am already having pleasant thoughts of visiting North Carolina and drinking a cold bottle 
of Cheerwine in late July this year and visiting with Eller friends and cousins that I haven’t 
seen since our last conference in 2017. But the thing that really gets me excited is thinking 
about becoming The Farkle Queen! Have you ever played Farkle? You don’t know what 
you’re missing. Just watch out for Lois Hardy and Lois Powers. Those two can be ruthless 
when playing Farkle! 

What would my parents say if they knew I was off in North Carolina drinking “Cheerwine” 
and rolling dice?! Sounds pretty decadent, right? I never knew about Cheerwine until our 
last conference in Salisbury. In the mean time I’ll just have to drink Dr. Pepper. 

I hope you will be able to attend the Eller Family Conference in Wilkesboro in July. Bring 
your questions and your old family photos. We look forward to getting to know you and 
helping you figure out some of your roots. I have seen the list of people that are registered, 
so far there are 26 registered. Several of our usual attendees have not signed up yet so let 
me encourage YOU to get registered ASAP. 

Looking forward to our time together 😊😊 
 
 

Your cousin and EFA President, 

Lauren Eller Liggett 
missliggy@yahoo.com 
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few years ago. 

From the Secretary . . . Ed Eller 

Greetings to all of our Eller Family Association members: 

I was sad to hear of the passing of our long-time member of 

the  EFA  Dr Byron  Eller at the  age  of 96. He passed away 
October 29, 2018. Byron did the research on the Civil War a 

This will be the last Chronicles before our July Family Conference in 
Wilkesboro NC. I want to remind everyone to get your reservations in to me 
so I can get everything set up. 

 

So far, I have got 26 reservations in. I will 
be notifying the ones that attended last 
time as there are several of our regular 
attendees that I have not received yet. If 
anyone has any questions at all give me a 
call (706)-217-7314. 

 

 
I look forward to receiving your reservation. 

Just  to remind  you make your Hotel reservation. They only hold our room 
rates until July 1, 2019. 

 

Until next time, 
 

Ed Eller 
EFA Secretary/Treasurer 
kermiteller38@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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From the Webmaster . . . Harvey Powers 
 

Photographs have become more and more a part of our genealogical 
record. Once past our grandparents, photos become more difficult to 
find. And what’s worse, even if you find photos, it’s often hard to 

know exactly who is in some of them. This makes it more important than ever to 
label all the photos you have. 

When my Grandmother passed, my Aunt handed me a box of old photos 
Grandmother had kept under her bed. I’m pretty sure she knew who all those folks 
were. But very few were labeled. So, our visual record is poorer. 

I tried scanning the unidentified ones and having other members of the family try 
and help identify them. As genealogists, most of us have discovered that many in 
our families aren’t nearly as interested as we are. 

Now we have video as well. How many 8MM films are there in your family’s’ 
closets? How about all those 35MM slides. Don’t let them, or your old home VHS 
tapes, disintegrate before you dub them onto something more permanent (like a 
DVD or memory stick). Many genealogy programs now have a way to index these 
video recordings. 

Both film and VHS tapes get brittle and the film will see a fading of the color. The 
tapes will have more and more “tracking” problems as they age. 

The challenge is having them copied. Most of us gave up our 8MM projectors years 
ago. And when I need to look at a VHS tape, I have to drag the old VHS machine 
from a closet and hope it still works. 

There are more and more companies now offering to copy film or VHS tapes but 
they can get expensive, especially if you have tapes with hours of recordings. And 
in many cases, if you are copying old film, you may want the company to color 
correct or otherwise enhance the film that may have been sitting in a closet for 
years. And if you are copying VHS tapes, you want a firm that will deal with the 
inevitable “tracking” issues. 

Walmart, Walgreens and Costco all offer transfer services. To transfer VHS tapes, 
the costs start at about $25 for each two hours of tape. Film transfer is about $25 for 
100 feet of film with extra 20-cents per foot for anything above 100 feet. 

https://www.costcodvd.com/ 
https://www.dvdwalmart.com/services-and-pricing/movie-film-transfer 

 
 

https://www.costcodvd.com/
https://www.dvdwalmart.com/services-and-pricing/movie-film-transfer
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There are many other companies offering this service. LegacyBox is perhaps the best 
known and their service starts at $50. There are other companies including Kodak. 

https://legacybox.com/ 
http://www.memoryboxarchives.com/ 
https://kodakdigitizing.com/collections/video-transfer-service 
There are devices you can buy to transfer slides. And if you have a lot of VHS tape 
to transfer, it may be cheaper to purchase a VHS/DVD recorder that has a place to 
insert your VHS tape and a slot for a DVD. But it will take time and effort. 

Harvey Powers 
EFA Webmaster 
harv@harveypowers.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

https://legacybox.com/
http://www.memoryboxarchives.com/
https://kodakdigitizing.com/collections/video-transfer-service
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From the Editor . . . Dan Liggett 
In the February Chronicles, I challenged all of us, myself included, to 
spend one hour writing down our personal story or our family history as 
best you know it. Just one hour folks. 1/24 of a day, 1/168 of a week. Can 
we spend one hour putting our story in writing for our kids? One hour 
was not enough for me, but I did it, or at least I started it. I am well into 
three pages with a minimum of details. I’ve only gotten to when Lauren 
and I got married. For what it is worth, I’ve included my first paragraph 

below. More will follow when space allows. So where is yours? I have yet to hear from 
anybody about it. Come on people. Surely you have a story or two you want to share. 
Even if it’s not yours, a family story is always a welcome addition to the Chronicles. 

I am a baby boomer. Born in 1958 in Illinois. Number 4 of 4 children to my parents Harold 
and Evelyn Liggett who both died in 2009. I have been told that my birth brought great 
troubles to my siblings and father since my oldest sister Carrie, 15 years my senior, was in 
charge of cooking while Mom and I were in the hospital for several days. My father was 
accustomed to your basic meat and potatoes diet and so Carrie tried to accommodate. The 
problem was the gravy for the potatoes. Apparently, she couldn’t quite get it right, much 
to everyone’s dismay. This is the stuff of legends . . . and it was all my fault for having been 
born, or so I’m told. 

We have again repeated the details about the 2019 
Eller Family Association Conference in Wilkesboro, 
NC. So far, about 25 people have registered. How 
about you? Putting it off? 

We really need everyone to register as soon as possible 
so we know how to prepare and to plan the event. The conference will be held July 24- 
28, 2019 in Wilkesboro, N.C. Mark your calendars! If you have never been to one, or it has 
been awhile, please consider attending. If you went last time, remember all the 
opportunities to swap stories, laugh and maybe even cry as you learned more about your 
Eller roots? Expand your horizons by learning to play Farkle with your long-lost relatives. 
Invite someone else who would enjoy the conference, especially if they are in the Wilkes 
County, N.C. area. 

Please let me know if you have any suggestions or submissions for the Chronicles, I will 
be glad to include them within our publication. My contact information is found on both 
the front page and at the end of this publication. 

Dan Liggett 
Eller Chronicles Editor 
danliggett@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
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Board/Directors Meeting Minutes 
The April 28 Board/Directors meeting began at 9pm EDT. Present were Jerry Kendall, Tom Eller, Ed 
Eller, Christine Walker, Harvey Powers, David Eller, Lauren Liggett and Dan Liggett. 

Ed reported that 20-25 people have registered for the Conference in July with about half of those 
signed up for the Friday field trip. Ed has not locked in the entertainment for the Saturday night 
dinner since the people he has talked to seemed more expensive than desired. Christine mentioned 
some possibilities and Ed will call her next week to try to decide how to proceed. 

Christine reported 3 speakers she has lined up. One will speak on the Civil War, another about the 
Wilkes County Public Library and another about early Ellers in Wilkes County. Details will be sent to 
the editor for inclusion in the May Chronicles. 

Christine also asked how many vans will be needed for transportation, but Ed said it would be hard 
to be accurate before early July. 

Ed mentioned we need to stress the urgency of registering for the Conference ASAP since it is only 
a couple of months away now. 

Ed also mentioned that Steve Eller is interested in updating the John Jacob Eller book. 
Unfortunately, Ed has been unable to find much of his files from that time period some 21 years 
later. He really needs a GEDcom file to load into the latest software to be used for the book: Roots 
Magic. He thinks that Devon Dahl had a copy of the files, but now that he is gone, Ed will try to 
contact Devon’s daughter to see if perhaps she can locate the files. Editor Dan Liggett looked 
through his files and found a JacEller.ged file that was quite large and dated 7/27/1997 (about a 
year before the original book came out). He emailed that to Ed who will pass it on to Steve Eller in 
the hopes that most of the information is there. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:38pm EDT. The next meeting should be at the conference in July. 
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BYRON HARLIE ELLER 
DECEMBER 24, 1921 – OCTOBER 29, 2018 

1993 Recipient of the James W. Hook Award 
 

[ Ed. In his own words from the November 1988 Eller Chronicles.] 

Byron H. Eller (8), Herman Leslie(7), Jesse Franklin(6), John 
Cleveland(5), Simeon(4), John(3), Peter(2), George M.(1) 

I was born in Merced, California, December 24, 1921, where my 
parents had a dairy farm. My grandparents, Jesse Franklin and Mary 
Addie Eller, lived nearby with other Eller family members. With the loss 
of the farm in the depression my father moved us to Simi Valley, 
California. It was here my father died in an accident, and Mother 
moved the family to Glendale, California. It was high school, then La 
Sierra College, Riverside, California. World War II intervened, and I 
joined the Navy as a Pharmacist Mate. Spent one and a half years with 
a U.S. Marine Raider Battalion in the South Pacific, participating in 
three amphibious landings. 

After the war, returned to college, met and married Dorothy June Lashier, a graduate nurse. Then 
entered medical school, Loma Linda University, Loma Linda, California, graduating with a M.D. 
degree, in 1952. Our family spent five years in Bangkok, Thailand, as a staff member of the Bangkok 
Adventist Hospital. 

On returning to the States entered a residency in anesthesiology at L.L.U., remained on the teaching 
staff there 10 years, then went into private practice in anesthesiology in the area. Three years ago, 
we moved to Lake Oroville, California. Now in retirement we are finding it difficult to do all the 
things we are wanting to do. We have 5 children, 2 daughters and 3 sons, and 3 grandchildren. 

It is a highlight when the children come home to visit, and enjoy the water sports on Lake Oroville. 
Charlotte [Eller Marshall], learning of my personal interest in the Civil War period, asked if I would 
be interested in sharing with the readers of the "Eller Family Chronicles" any stories, anecdotes, or 
other findings on individual Ellers who participated in the War Between the States. Believing this 
would be a big undertaking I hesitated a while, but then thought what a great way to make the Civil 
War history come alive. So, I consented to giving it a try. 

Well, how does one get information, facts, and figures on any person living in a period of time over 
one hundred and twenty years ago. We all have those stories that have been handed down from 
generation to generation, which in some ways become tradition. In my case it is stories about the 
father of my paternal grandmother (great-grandfather Gray). Another way is from written 
biographies of the people we are learning about, but where are they? Then, besides the above 
sources, we have the public records in libraries and archives research centers, and these have 
become an indispensable depository of source material. Lastly, one can make use of a professional 
researcher to do the work for you. 

In my research it was necessary to find names of individual Ellers. But that is just the start, for one 
must have the unit the soldier belonged to get records from the National and State Archives. 
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Following that, collecting data from service records, pension records, regimental histories, and 
other published biographical works. So, it has been a slow process, but a beginning has been made. 

You will find accompanying this article, my current roster which includes 136 Civil War soldiers with 
the Eller.name. As of this writing I feel the only states with a complete listing would be Indiana and 
Iowa. The other states are coming together slowly. 

It is of interest to note that Kentucky and Tennessee produced soldiers for both the North and 
South. Missouri did so as well. The reason of course is the fact that these were "Border States" 
which had people sympathetic to one cause or the other. The area of eastern Tennessee, containing 
mostly small farms in a rather mountainous area, remained predominantly Unionist. But the more 
populous and prosperous central and western Tennessee voted for secession in May 1861, after the 
fall of Fort Sumter. In thirty counties of east Tennessee 70% of the voters cast their ballots against 
secession. It would be safe to assume that this area contributed the more volunteers to Federal 
than to Confederate armies. (e.g. Jefferson County, Tennessee). 

The story was different in Kentucky where three slave states touched her borders on the south, and 
three free states did so on the north. Kentucky endeavored to maintain a state of neutrality because 
it was so evenly divided in sentiment and geography. However, on September 18, 1861, after the 
Confederate Army first occupied Columbus, Kentucky, the American flag rose over the State Capitol, 
and Kentucky remained in the Union. (Although a provisional government in exile passed an 
ordinance of secession). So, in Kentucky the number of men fighting in the Civil War was almost 
evenly divided, two-fifths fighting for the South, and three-fifths for the North. War came to 
Kentucky, and more than anywhere else it was literally a brothers war. Kentucky regiments fought 
each other on several battlefields. (1) 

For future issues of the "Chronicles" it is my intention to have a short synopsis of the service record, 
along with any other pertinent or interesting information on the man being featured. 

This has been a very interesting study and research project, with hours spent in libraries, writing for 
service records from the National Archives in Washington D.C., and Archives in various states. In 
doing this it has made the history of the Civil War come alive. 

(1) James M. McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom, New York, 1988, 293,294 
 
 

[ Ed. Byron actually completed his Ellers in the Civil War series and later published it as a booklet 
that the Eller Family Association used to make available for purchase. The text of that booklet 
survives in PDF form on the EFA website: 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/Civil_War.pdf 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/Civil_War.pdf
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Poplin Family Milestones 
by Randy Poplin, former editor of The Eller Chronicles 

Emily Poplin Elliott, daughter of Randy and Tammy (Eller) Poplin graduated on May 4th, 2019 from 
the University of North Georgia in Dahlonega, GA. She is the granddaughter of Ed and Betty Eller. 
Emily graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in General Studies, and has accepted a position with the 
University of North Georgia within the UNG Library. She and her husband Jacob reside in Dahlonega. 

 

Jacob Elliott, Betty Eller, Molly Poplin, Genny Poplin, Emily Elliott, Tammy Poplin, Ed Eller and Randy Poplin 
 
 
 

Tammy Eller Poplin recently retired from Dalton Public 
Schools after having achieved 31 years of service. 

She is looking forward to continue some part-time work 
within the Education field, as well as enjoying a lot of time 

camping and traveling abroad. 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

July 24-28, 2019 
• On Tuesday, July 23 (If your travel plans and schedule permit): 

The Wilkes Genealogical Society is scheduled to meet 5:30pm – 6:30pm at the Wilkes County 
Public Library at 215 10th St, North Wilkesboro, NC 28659. 

The Wilkes Genealogical Society, Inc. was established by a local small group of interested people in 
1967. Since that time, the Society has published various types of genealogical materials and 
continues to collect and provide citizens with a wide array of materials for research endeavors. 
These materials are housed at the Wilkes County Public Library (www.wilkesgensoc.net). WGS 
operates on the same schedule as the Library: Mon-Thu 9am to 7pm and Fri-Sat 9-5 

• On Thursday, July 25, special speakers at the EFA Conference include: 
o Roger Wingler, President of the Wilkes Genealogical Society, will discuss Wilkes County 

involvement in the Civil War. 
o Wilma “Jean” Reynolds, board member of the Wilkes Genealogical Society, will talk 

about Early Eller families in Wilkes County. 
• On Saturday, July 27 from 11am to 3pm, Mara Lynn Tugman, Adult 

Services Librarian at the Wilkes County Public Library, will serve as 
host in the Genealogy/Research Room of the Library with the 
Wilkes Genealogical Society providing drinks and snacks. Unable to 
speak on Thursday, she would be more than willing to assist anyone 
wanting to take this opportunity to research Ellers or extended 
family lines such as the McNeils or Vannoys. The Wilkes County Public Library, located at 215 
10th St in North Wilkesboro, NC, is open 9-5 on Saturday. 

• On Saturday, July 27, after the banquet that evening, 
Jacob Elliot from Dahlonega, GA will be providing the 
musical entertainment. Jacob starting singing in church 
choirs at a young age. He always loved singing as well as 
playing music in school bands, but was forced to put it on 
hold through college while focusing on his studies. After 
graduating in 2010, he jumped into the local music scene 
and gained a reputation as a talented vocalist and an ever- 
present fixture in the local restaurants and bars. Jacob is a 
software developer at the University of North Georgia 
along with his wife, Emily Poplin Elliott, who works in the UNG library. In his free time, he enjoys 
playing music, hiking, and walking his dogs. Emily is the granddaughter of Ed and Betty Eller. 

• The EFA has commissioned 35 commemorative coffee mugs to be 
produced and made available at  the  Conference  without  additional  
cost to early registrants  for  the  Eller  Family  Conference.  Any  mugs  
not claimed will be available to purchase for $10. 
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about the 

http://maps.google.com/?q=215%2010th%20Street%2C%2028659%20North%20Wilkesboro%2C%20North%20Carolina%2C%20United%20States
http://www.wilkesgensoc.net/
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WILKES COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 
Ancestral Home of James W. Hook 

[ Ed. - The Information below are selections from THE ELLER CHRONICLES, August 1989 ] 

JAMES WILLIAM HOOK (1884-1957) was the first to publish 
genealogical information on Eller families in the U.S. While he 
did genealogy and family history as a hobby, he did them very 
well despite a busy and productive life filled with civic, family 
and extensive business demands. He authored and published 
five books on genealogy and family history: 
• "James Hook and Virginia Eller", Tuttle Morehouse and 

Taylor Co., New Haven, Conn., 1925 
• "Judge Karl Bechtel of Hanau, Germany", Tuttle Morehouse 

and Taylor, Co., New Haven, Conn., 1936 
• "Capt. James Hook of Greene Co., Pennsylvania", Edwards 

Bros. Co., Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1952 
• "Lieut. Samuel Smith, His Children and One Line of 

Descendants", Edwards Bros. Co., Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
1953 

• "George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America", 
Tuttle Morehouse & Taylor Co., New Haven, Conn., 1957 

The contributions of James William Hook to the genealogy 
and family history of Eller families in the U.S. laid a foundation that makes the task of present-day 
researchers infinitely easier. His work has inspired contemporary researchers and sets for all who 
do family research a very high standard of excellence. 

Mr. Hook's 1925 and 1957 books trace his connections to the Eller family of Wilkes Co., N.C. His Eller 
ancestry came through his grandmother, Virginia Eller Hook, daughter of Harvey Eller and Mary 
Caroline Vannoy Eller. 

Virginia Eller (grandmother of James W. Hook) was the first daughter and third child of Harvey Eller 
and Mary Caroline Vannoy. She was seven years of age and one of seven children when the family 
moved in a covered wagon from Wilkes Co., N.C. to Iowa in 1852 [three month journey]. This story, 
told by James W. Hook in both his 1925 and 1957 books, is one of courage and fortitude undergirded 
by a deep Christian faith that sustained this family in their trek westward in a covered wagon and 
during the harsh early years of their existence in Iowa. It is a classic saga about strong willed people 
with deep convictions who choose to venture forth in pursuit of the American dream on the western 
frontier. 

"Harvey Eller/5/ [Simeon/4/, John/3/, Peter/2/, George Michael Eller/1/] was born in Wilkes Co., 
N.C., 24 Mar. 1819; d., at the home of his daughter Mrs. Delos Davis in Wapello Co., Iowa, 3 Nov. 
1906. He married in Wilkes Co. N.C., 25 Nov. 1841, Mary Caroline Vannoy, b. in Wilkes Co., .N.C., 18 
Feb. 1823; d. at the home of her daughter Mrs. Delos Davis in Wapello Co. Iowa, 18 Jan. 1904. Mary 
Caroline Vannoy was the daughter of Jesse and Mary (Kilby) Vannoy. Jesse Vannoy,/5/ [Nathaniel 
/4/, John/3/, Francis/2/, John /1/]. Both lie buried in the old section of Competine Cemetery located 
one half mile east of Farson, Wapello Co., Iowa." GME p.188. 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/aug89/aug89toc.html


Page 17 THE ELLER CHRONICLES Volume XXXIII, Issue 2 (May 2019) 
 

"James Hook, (grandfather of James W. Hook, the genealogist) recorded in his father's bible as 
James Hook and his own Bible as James Hook Jr., was born in Carrol Co., Ohio, 30 Sept. 1839 and 
died in Wapello Co., Iowa 30 June 1905. He married 21 Nov. 1867, in Wapello Co., Iowa, Virginia 
Eller, born in Wilkes Co., N.C., IS Oct. 1845; d. in Wapello Co., Iowa, 30 Oct. 1897. Both are buried  
in the Hook family plot in the Martinsburg Cemetery located one and one half miles south of 
Martinsburg, Iowa." GME p. 329. 

James W. Hook, the genealogist, "was born, 9 Jan. 1884, on parent's farm in Highland Twsp. of 
Wapello Co., Iowa." GME p. 340; and died 21 Oct. 1957. (pers. corr.,J.W. Hook, Jr.) "He married, 17 
Sept. 1907, in St. Mark's Episcopal Church at Fort Dodge, Iowa, Hattie Rosemond Bechtel, b., at Fort 
Dodge, Iowa 16 Dec. 1885, dau. of Carl Philip Bechtel, b. at Nevada, Iowa 12 Nov. 1863; d. at Fort 
Dodge, Iowa 31 Aug. 1935 and his wife, Rose Belle Waldburger, b. at Davenport, Iowa 7 Jan. 1865, 
now living (1957) at Friendship Haven, Fort Dodge, Iowa." GME p. 340. 

"Children of James William Hook and his wife Hattie S. Bechtel: 

1. James Philip Hook, b. at Marshalltown, Iowa 22 Jan. 1911; d. 15 Mar. 1911. 
2. James William Hook, Jr., b. at Marshalltown, Iowa, -30 May 1912; m. 20 June 1942, Dorothy 

White Hawley, b. at New Haven, Conn., 2 Sept. 1914. They moved to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico in May of 1948 for health reasons. 

3. Rose Virginia Hook, b. at Marshalltown, Iowa, May 1914; m. 22 May 1937, William Haunton 
Smith, b. 10 Nov. 1908u in So. Hadley Falls, Mass. " GME, p. 342-344. 

[ References: "GME" GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER AND DESCENDANTS OF HIS IN AMERICA, 1957. 
Additional information provided by James W. Hook, Jr. ] 

To honor Mr. Hook, and to recognize his unique contributions to Eller family heritage, the Eller 
Family Association awards the James William Hook Memorial Award at the biennial Eller Family 
Conference. The award recognizes an EFA member who has rendered distinguished service to the 
EFA and contributed through research to the preservation of Eller family heritage. 

The following is a list of the recipients so far: 
 
 

Year James W. Hook Award 
1989 Charlotte Eller Marshall 
1991 Madelyn Fletcher 
1993 Byron Eller 
1995 Clarice Stanley 
1997 Peggy Troutman and Louise File 
1999 J. Gerald and Juanita Eller 
2001 George C. Eller Ill 
2003 Edward K. Eller 
2007 Julia and Roger Eller 
2009 Harvey Powers 
2011 Edward K. Eller 
2013 Doris Eller Jordan 
2015 David Eller 
2017 Dan Liggett 
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[ Ed. – This article was originally published in THE ELLER CHRONICLES, February 1992 ] 

THE JAMES ELLER FAMILY AND THE BUSHWHACKERS 
OF WILKES COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, 1864-1865 

By Paul E. Hubbell 
Emeritus Professor of History in Eastern Michigan University 

 
My mother's parents were James Eller (1828-1925) and Mary Ann Carlton Eller (1830-1924). They 
were married in 1849, and until October, 1865, when they moved to Ashe County, they lived near 
the New Hope Church on Lewis Fork Creek in Wilkes County, N.C. 

The Eller family was divided by the war. James Eller's three older brothers-- Harvey, John, and 
William-- settled in Iowa and Nebraska in the early 1850's. They were loyal supporters of the Union. 
The five younger brothers, all living in North Carolina, supported the Confederacy. Thomas Eller was 
killed at the Battle of Chancellorsville in 1863; his brother David died at Drewry's Bluff in 1864; a 
third brother, Captain Jesse Eller, who was wounded at Spotsylvania Court House, carried a rifle 
bullet in his body until his death in 1900. (Jesse Eller's grandson Earnest McNeill Eller graduated 
from the Naval Academy in 1925 and became an Admiral in the U.S. Navy.) At the outbreak of the 
Civil War James Eller was thirty-three years old with a wife and five children. Nevertheless, he 
volunteered for service in the Confederate Army. He was rejected as physically unfit. Typhoid fever 
had left him with a slight lameness in one leg. 

That kind of devotion to the cause of the Confederacy was rare in Wilkes County and, indeed, 
throughout Appalachia. In Smyth County, Virginia, where my father was born, his father Robert 
Henry Hubbell, thirty-four years old with a wife and six children, was among the first to volunteer. 
He served in the Confederate army for three separate periods of enlistment. When in 1864 he 
returned to the army for the last time, he took with him my father's oldest brother William, a lad of 
sixteen or seventeen. 

The mountain people had few slaves, and many of them came to feel that they had been involved 
in the war by politicians from the cotton plantations where there were many slaves. As the war 
dragged on, there were heavy casualties and more desertions from the Confederate armies, 
especially after the loss of the decisive battles of Vicksburg and Gettysburg. In 1864 the number of 
desertions increased as the armies of Grant and Sherman drew closer to Richmond and Atlanta. 
Some soldiers no doubt deserted because they thought their families desperately needed them, but 
most of them deserted because they no longer had any faith in a losing cause. 

When the deserters came home, they found that some of their neighbors looked upon them as 
traitors. Often, they had to hide out in a thinly populated Yadkin River valley. Soon there was limited 
warfare between the deserters and the militiamen of the Home Guard. There may have been some 
hardened criminals among them, but the Bushwhackers now seem rather the social and economic 
product of the war, civilian fear, and the dislocation of their loyalties and affections. 

According to the Wilkesboro Journal-Patriot, there were at Fort Hamby some deserters from the 
Union armies; and the leaders of the gang Wade and Lockwood are said to have deserted from the 
Union army of General Stoneman who is said to have come through Wilkesboro In March 1865. The 
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date is probably wrong, for it does not allow enough time for two Yankee deserters to become the 
leaders of the Bushwhackers before the capture of Fort Hamby. That gang was said to have 
contained eighty-five deserters from Wilkes and adjoining counties. They are said, in the Journal- 
Patriot, to have been armed with Union army rifles of the latest model. 

 

When my Uncle Adolphus Hill Eller sent me his older brother's letter, he added this word of caution: 

With these facts and your own imagination, I am sure you can write a very interesting 
article. I have a little doubt about the wisdom of using the names of our family. Then 
too, if you mention the names of Hayes or Church they have numerous relatives in 
Wilkes and this section of the State, who can very easily take some offense. 

My uncle's warning may perhaps have caused me to drop all thought of publishing my story of the 
Bushwhackers, but it did not prevent me from writing it. I see no reason why now, a hundred and 
twelve years after the capture of Fort Hamby, I should not make public my story. Many of the 
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descendants of the Bushwhackers became good and loyal citizens, and no one should hold against 
them the sins of their ancestors. 

My mother, Ruth Eller Hubbell (Mrs. David Shelton Hubbel), was seven years old in December, 1864. 
She was an intelligent, sensitive, and affectionate child; and in later years she had a vivid memory 
of what in her brother's letter was described as "some very exciting & trying experiences that were 
forced upon my parents, kindred & friends, in Wilkes Co & not far distant from where these gangs 
operated." There was deep feeling in my mother's detailed description of these "trying 
experiences"-- many times repeated to her children (my brother, Jay, my sister Ruth, and me). There 
was deep feeling also in the letter which she wrote to me on September 15, 1931. 

James Eller was a local agent of the Commissary Department, and when Wilkes County soldiers were 
reported as deserters, it was his duty to cut Off supplies of salt and meat that he had been 
distributing to the needy families of Confederate soldiers. As a result, James Eller became a marked 
man. The Bushwhackers began by plundering his home. They finally determined to kill him. 

More than once the Bushwhackers raided my grandfather's place. These outlaws, my mother said, 
were "men of little property." 'Some of them", she added, " had worked for us and knew where to 
find things." They took meat and flour when they could find them. They drove off pigs and cattle 
and carried away chickens and turkeys. They took with them any firearms they could find. In her 
letter to me, written on September 15, 1931, she wrote: "They broke every glass in the windows 
and smashed most of the things they did not carry away." 

Things got so bad that my grandmother, fearing for his life, insisted that my grandfather must go 
away from home for a while. On one such occasion he stayed with friends, I think, in Grayson 
County, Virginia. This time when the raiders came and failed to find him, they were profane and 
insulting to my grandmother. After digging up a ham, buried in the garden, they took away a horse 
-pistol and even cut some cloth from the loom. After loading up with pillows and quilts, one-armed 
Tom [Honeycut], who had lost a hand, seized a treasured bonnet and shawl for his share. 
Grandmother protested and told him that if he took "her own grandmother's silk bonnet and 
shawl," she hoped God would curse him and he would never know another moment's peace on 
earth. Tom gave way but claimed that he was "one of God's angels sent to punish her for her pride." 

On another occasion when my grandfather was away from home, the Bushwhackers came with 
intent to kill him. They threatened grandmother, but they soon found they could get nothing out of 
her. "She was brave and never afraid for herself," my mother wrote in 1931, "but saw the danger 
that Father was in." Then they threatened the colored boy Bill Carlton, a present (about 1854) from 
my grandmother's father. He was a "house boy," about eighteen years old. The Bushwhackers told 
him they would kill him unless he told them where my grandfather was. He knew where his master 
was, but his reply was always that he didn't know. Then the Bushwhackers stood him up in one 
corner of the yard, placed a newspaper in his hand, and used It as a target for the half-drunken 
ruffians to shoot at. Bill was a Black Negro, but his face, my mother said, took on the color of ashes. 
Finally, the Bushwhackers decided that the boy didn't know where his master was and let him go. 

Sixty-six years afterwards in her letter of September 15, 1931, my mother gratefully remembered 
“the loyalty of Bill [Carlton], the colored man, who was so trusty and helpful to Father and Mother 
in those trying times." 
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On this same occasion, my mother said, the raiders killed the family dog and shot the chickens down. 
Then, she said, Grandmother "gathered us children in the dining room where we were protected by 
a double chimney. She prayed to God silently for “protection from these unchristian rascals." 

To a family suffering heavily from the war, my mother said, the Bushwhackers were a final straw of 
torment. Her older sister and brother-- Martha Caroline and Thomas Hamilton--had both died in 
May, 1962. The Bushwhackers killed Billie McNeill, a cousin who had been in the Home Guard. One 
of Grandfather's brothers was killed at the Battle of Chancellorsville; another died in an army 
hospital; and a third was crippled for life by bullet wounds. I do not wonder that when the war came 
to an end, my grandmother said she could no longer live in a region where she would have to meet 
some of these men and their families. 

Mother's account of the capture of Fort Hamby contains some details not found In her brother's 
letter of September 21, 1931. The first group of men who tried to take the fort, she said, were driven 
off. The Bushwhackers refused burial for those attackers who had been killed. A humane woman, 
like Antigone of Thebes in Sophoeles' tragedy, spread her apron over the face of the dead in spite 
of the threats and curses of the fort. 

The country side was finally aroused by the cruelty of the Fort Hamby gang. Young boys were ready 
to help and older men tried hard to get firearms and ammunition. Occasionally shots had been fired 
at the raiders when they passed through wooded areas. By the time of Lee's surrender in April, 
1865, only the more desperate Bushwhackers were left in the fort. About forty resolute men were 
mustered from Iredell, Wilkes and Alexander counties. They were commanded by Colonel Sharp, 
who divided his company into two groups so that they might attack the fort from two sides. The 
attack continued for two days. Many shots were fired. 

On the second night the leader of the Fort Hamby gang, "Major" Wade, who was fairly intelligent in 
his line of work, managed to escape. The account given in my uncle's letter written in pencil differs 
somewhat from that in the North Carolina Guide: "Wade the leader escaped through the lines In 
the dark of night & concealed himself under cover of the growth about the river till the following 
night when he made good his getaway." He is said to have gone to Iowa. 

By the time this foxy rascal left the fort, the Bushwhackers had lost three men and exhausted their 
ammunition. On the second night one of the attackers had managed to set the kitchen on fire. A 
good swimmer is said to have dived into the river to escape notice and set fire to the kitchen with 
what he carried in a waterproof package. The four men who remained, some of them wounded, 
decided to surrender. They displayed a white tablecloth and came out dejected and with bowed 
heads-- no longer cocky and swaggering-- and gave themselves up to the attackers with their long 
squirrel rifles. 

A form of trial was held, and all the desperadoes were voted "Guilty." They were sentenced to be 
shot for armed plundering, murder, and levying war against the people of Alexander, Iredell and 
Wilkes counties. Tom [Honeycut?] the man with only one arm asked the attackers to "be quick and 
get it over with/" The Bushwhackers were tied to stakes, but before they were executed a minister 
named Powell was asked to make a short prayer in their behalf. My grandfather Eller remembered 
the minister's refusal: "I cannot pray for such wicked men." Among the besiegers there was another 
minister named Steel, who volunteered to pray for them. He asked for "mercy on their souls, if God 
could have any mercy on them after much- deserved punishment." 
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In the log house Colonel Sharp's men found objects plundered from a hundred homes, such things 
as lace and vases from closet and parlor, bridles and saddles stolen from barns. While the 
executioners were burying the last of the Bushwhackers near the fort, others set on fire the house 
from which so many neighbors had been plunged into terror for their lives. 

Times grew better after the capture of Fort Hamby and the return home of the Confederate soldiers 
in the armies of Lee and Johnson. Not long after the capture of the fort, as my mother remembered, 
a small detachment from Sherman's army passed that way on the Yadkin. When they were told 
about the outrages of the Fort Hamby Bushwhackers, the Union officer assured the families of Lewis 
Fork Creek that if there were any such gangs on their line of march, they would certainly give them 
the justice the Bushwhackers so richly deserved. The Bicentennial issue of the Wilkesboro Journal- 
Patriot gives the name of the Union officer as Captain Cowan. He ordered his men to give three 
cheers to celebrate the capture of Fort Hamby. 

 
 

[Ed. The original article included a foreword and afterword written by the author’s brother with 
more historical details and incites. To read those portions, access the entire article on the Eller 
website (Feb 1992): James Eller Family and the Bushwhackers of Wilkes County, NC ] 

 

Mr. and Mrs. James Eller 
 

 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb92/feb92p9.htm
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[ Ed. - The following pages contain selected excerpts from an article previously published in article from THE 
ELLER CHRONICLES, February 1993 . Generational labels denote distance from George Michael Eller] 

 

ELLER FAMILIES OF WILKES COUNTY, NC 
Descendants of James Madison and Nancy Louise (Vannoy) Eller 

by Nora Robinette Eller 
1974 

This compilation of the work of Mrs. Eller was originally submitted to the Chronicles by Mr. Clinton 
Eller of Wilkes County, NC. 

 
Fifth Generation 

5. James5 Madison Eller, 6th son and 10th child (youngest) of Absalom and Sally Reynolds Eller, 
born 17 June 1840, at the old home place; died July 15, 1920; buried on a high hill in front of the family 
home. Part of the house is still standing. A family is living at this time on the old home place. James 
married Nancy Louise Vannoy, a daughter of a primitive Baptist minister of Ashe County, NC. At one 
time the family owned three 
farms. The family lived on a large 
farm on the North prong of Lewis 
Fork Creek in Stanton. Township, 
near the New Hope Baptist 
Church and the New Hope 
Academy. He had a tannery 
where he tanned hides to make 
shoes for men, women, and 
children. He made shoes and 
harnesses for horses in his 
blacksmith's shop. He ran a store 
where they hauled merchandise 
by horse and wagon from 
Statesville,  NC.   James  and his 
family were very interested in education. They boarded young men and women so that they could go 
to school taught at New Hope Academy each year for several years. There were only three or four of 
these schools in Wilkes County. Noah Robinette, father of Mrs. James Madison Eller, taught at this 
school in 1882-1883. Eight children were born to this union. 

 
Children of James5 Madison Eller and Nancy Louise Vannoy: 

+ 6 i. Dr. Albert Johnson Eller, b. 2 December 1867. 
+ 7 ii. William Thomas Eller, b. 29 August 1869. 

8 iii. Matitilda Eller, b. (n.d.) at the old Eller homeplace near New Hope 
Baptist Church. She never married and stayed home and took care of her 
father and mother. She was interested in education. 

+ 9 iv. Rebecca Eller, born 23 January 1878. 
10 v. Ethel Eller, born (n.d.) near New Hope Baptist Church. She played the 

organ at church for several years. She never married but helped take care 
of Mae, her younger sister who died young, and her parents. She was the 
last one to leave home; later she stayed with Mrs. Florence Thompson, 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb93/feb93p3.html
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one of Rebecca's girls. She died there and was buried in the New Hope 
Cemetery. 

I I vi. Mae Eller, died young. 
+ 12 vii. John Grover Eller, b. 4 Jan. 1886. 

13 viii. Sally Eller, died quite young, even at birth. 

Sixth Generation 

6. Dr. Albert6 Johnson Eller, b. 2 December 1867; son of James Madison Eller and Nancy Louise 
Vannoy- d. 28 April 1952; m. 2 September 1894, Nancy Zora Church. She was b. 28 March 1875; d. 
3 July 1958; daughter of Linsy Lafayette Church and Elizabeth Simmons Church. "He attended New 
Hope Academy and studied under other teachers in the county. He graduated from College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore, Maryland in 1893 and began general practice of medicine at 
Ready Branch Community in Lewis Fork township in western Wilkes County. For many years his mode 
of travel was by horseback, but in spite of this he served the people over a large area of western Wilkes 
County. To serve as many people as possible he would travel to an area on a specific day. For example, 
on Monday to the Stony Fork area, on Tuesday, the Congo area. The people knew his schedule and 
would leave word for him at key places in the community or homes of critically ill people where they 
knew he would be visiting. "At that time there was a considerable amount of typhoid fever and other 
contagious diseases. He realized the need and importance of vaccinations to prevent contagious 
diseases so when these vaccines became available, he promoted, encouraged, and administered them. 
Mrs. Eller learned how to administer some of these vaccines and was a big help with the program. "The 
closest dentist was in North Wilkesboro, thirteen miles away, so he pulled a lot of teeth. Mrs. Eller 
helped him. So many came to his office and home that she began to pull teeth. For years she pulled 
more aching teeth than he did. With drug stores thirteen miles away, it was necessary for him to keep a 
supply of medicine in his office and to carry a supply in his saddle bags as he visited patients. "In 1931 
he accepted the position as Wilkes County Health Officer and served in that capacity until his retirement 
in 1950. As health officer he joined forces with "an angel of Mercy," Mrs. Bertha Bell, public health 
nurse. They promoted the inoculation of students and adults against contagious diseases. They screened 
children for defects and literally combed the county for crippled children. With the help of the Kiwanis 
Club and other agencies, they were able to get many children in orthopedic hospitals for corrections." 
Chelsie B. Eller, The Heritage of Wilkes 
County, 1982 p. 188-189) 

Children of Dr. Albert6 Johnson Eller and Nancy Louise Vannoy { - Nancy Zora Church, 
-- the name is Albert, not Oedipus. ;-) [ADE]}: 

+ 14 i. Vera Faustina Eller, b. IO Sept. 1895. 
15 ii. Chelsie Baird Eller, b. 14 Dec. 1900. d. after 1982; m. 2 Aug. 1928, Cora 

Elenoir Holland, b. 27 Mar. 1903; d. 13 June 1974; daughter of Gideon 
Gaines and Dells Stroud Holland. "He attended the local one-teacher 
school, then attended Mt. View High School, Mars Hill College and North 
Carolina State University in Raleigh, N.C. graduating in 1925. He began 
teaching and coaching athletics in Warsaw High School in Duplin County, 
N.C. in 1925. He moved to Thomasville High School for the year 1927- 
28, returning to Warsaw High School as high school principal and athletic 
coach. . . Mr. Eller was elected Superintendent of Wilkes County Schools 
in June 1933 and served in that capacity until 1966. In 1933, the Wilkes 
County school system consisted of ninety elementary and nine union 
schools. (Union schools were schools serving students from beginning to 
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high school graduates.) Of the ninety elementary schools, forty-eight were 
one teacher schools and thirty were two-teacher schools and ten were 
three- and four- teacher schools. Of the ninety-nine schools eighty-six 
served white students and thirteen served black students. "Superintendent 
Eller realized and was convinced that to improve the educational 
advantages for the children of Wilkes County, schools must be enlarged 
and better facilities provided. "This period being in the depth of the great 
Depression, it was very difficult to secure funds to operate, much less to 
improve. With a dedicated Board of Education supporting the 
superintendent, a program of consolidation and improvement was 
advanced. As fast as space could be provided, roads improved and busses 
secured, small schools were consolidated with union schools or combined 
with other elementary schools. Wilkes County was one of the first 
counties in North Carolina to affect a high school consolidation program... 
It is generally conceded that C. B. Eller had put in more school 
consolidations than any other educator in North Carolina history. Mrs. 
Eller taught fourth grade in Duplin and Wilkes County for twenty years 
until health conditions forced her retirement. She was very active in the 
Baptist Church where she taught a Sunday- School class for twenty-five 
years. C. B. Eller is a Deacon Emeritus in the First Baptist Church of 
North Wilkesboro, an active Kiwanian, Mason, treasurer of the Old Jail, 
Inc., and Secretary-treasurer of the C. O. McNeil Memorial Scholarship 
Fund." (Heritage of Wilkes County, 1982, p. 186-189) 

+ 16 iii. Wayne Vannoy Eller, b. 24 Nov. 1904. 

7. William6 Thomas Eller, "born 29 August 1869 at the old home place about two miles from New 
Hope Baptist Church, son of James5 Madison Eller and Nancy Louise Vannoy. He went to school at 
New Hope Academy. He taught school a few years. He went to Roaring River, N.C. to work in a 
store owned by Thomas Church, uncle of Nora Robinette, who lived on Stoney Fork Creek at 
Hendrix in Wilkes County, N.C. Miss Robinette was visiting her uncle when she met Thomas Eller. 
Their courtship was mostly by letter. They courted about two years before he got to go see her 
regularity. They were married 2 October 1902, at a home wedding performed by the Reverend 
Bradshaw of North Wilkesboro, N.C. Tom and Nora moved to a farm near New Hope Church in 
1917. Thomas made a profession of faith, joined he church and was baptized at Beaver Creek. Later 
he was elected Deacon of New Hope Baptist Church and served as Clerk of the Church for several 
years. He was a farmer and raised cattle and hogs. He sold milk to the dairy when it was hauled to 
North Wilkesboro, N.C. In 1930, his health became bad. He was in the Baptist Hospital at Winston- 
Salem and also a patient at Davis Hospital in Statesville, N.C. He was confined to his bed most of 
the time afterwards until his death on December 4, 1936. He was buried in the New Hope Baptist 
Church Cem. in the back where he had requested to be buried. Six children were born to this union: 
Vernon, Viola, Clyde, Electra, Ernest and Edna." (Nora Robinette Eller, 1974) 

Children of William6 Thomas Eller and Nora Robinette: 

+17 i. Vernon Eller, b. 29 April 1904. 
+18 ii. Viola Eller, b. 6 Nov. 1905. 
+19 iii. Clyde Eller, b. 7 May 1907. 
+20 iv. Electra Eller, b. 2 Oct. 1913. 
+21 v. Ernest Eller, b. 28 Sept. 1915. 
+22 vi. Edna Eller b. 28 Sept. 1915. 
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9. Rebecca6 Eller, born 23 January 1878, James5 Madison Eller and Nancy Louise Vannoy; d. 29 Nov 
1959; m. 23 May 1900, Zollie Coffer Church. He was the son of "Linsy Lafayette Church and 
Elizabeth Simmons of Ready Branch in Wilkes County. He was born 2 Dec. 1871, an died 27 Sept. 
1907 ... they built a home in the Ready Branch Community. This home still stands today in what is now 
known as the Ferguson Community and is owned by their oldest daughter, Estelle and her husband, 
Gerald McGee. Zolley operated a general store in the Beaver Creek Community for his father and 
assisted him on his farm. . . after Zolley's death, Rebecca was determined to see that her daughters 
received a good education. In addition to being a homemaker, she gardened, sewed and helped her 
father-in-law in the L.L. Church General Store. One outstanding way that she earned extra income was 
by making knotted bedspreads for Mrs. Jean Nelville owner of the Hand Loom Shop in Whitefield, 
New Hampshire, and for shops in Charleston, S.C. Knotted bedspreads were a handicraft that has 
placed a mark in our cultural heritage of the Appalachian Mountains. Today one will find the Fry 
Collection of knotted bedspreads on exhibit at the Belk Library on the Appalachian State University 
campus in Boone, North Carolina. Thus Rebecca obtained her goal as the three daughters were 
educated and became teachers." (Kay Thompson Carpenter in The Heritage of Wilkes County, 1982). 

Children of Rebecca6 Eller and Zolley Coffer Church: 

+ 23 i. Estelle Church, b. 15 April 1902. 
+ 24 ii Beatrice Teresa Church, b. 8 Jan. 1904. 
+ 25 iii. Florence Mae Church, b. 4 June 1906. 

12. John6 Grover Eller, b. 4 Jan. 1886, son of James5 Madison Eller and Nancy Louise Vannoy; d. I 
Jan 1953; m. 24 Dec. 1906, Ethel Beatrice Jones, b. 20 Dec. 1890; d. 6 Oct. 1964. She was the 
daughter of Robert M. and Mary "Mozzy" Elizabeth Hall Jones. He taught in public schools of Wilkes 
County for a short period and then engaged in sawmilling. He spent his entire life on the North Prong 
of Lewis Fork Creek where he was born. Eighteen children were born to this couple. 

Children of John6 Grover Eller and Ethel Beatrice Jones: 

+ 26 i. Gwen Jones Eller, b. 24 Feb. 1908. 
+ 27 ii. Charles Clinton Eller, b. 31 July 1909. 

28 iii. Grace Eller, b. 191 0; d. 19 1 0. 
+ 29 iv. Ruth Irene Eller, b. 3 June 1912. 

30 v. Ruby Lee Eller, b. 2 Aug. 1913. 
31 vi. Florence Vivian Eller, b. 15 April 1915. 

+ 32 vii. Lucy Marie Eller, b. 22 Jan. 1917. 
33 viii. Myrtle Eller, b. 20 april 1918; did not marry, lived at old homeplace. 

+ 34 ix. Edna Beatrice Eller, b. 6 Oct 1819. 
+ 35 x. Mattie Lou Eller, b. 15 Oct. 1921. 

36 xi. Fred Forest Eller, b. 21 Aug. 1922. 
37 xii. Gladys Eller, b. 8 Oct. 1923; d. 27 Jan. 1924. 
38 xiii. Mary Louise Eller, b. 13 Feb. 1925; d. 4 Sept. 1925. 

+ 39 xiv. James Robert Eller, b. 13 July 1826. 
+ 40 xv. Edythe Lucille Eller, b. 10 April 1928. 
+ 41 xvi. John Lester Eller, b. 30 Nov. 1929. 

42 vii. Gene Eller, b. 3 0 Nov. 193 1; d. 3 0 Nov. 193 1. 
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43 xviii. Albert Grayson Eller, b. 18 Oct. 1933 
 

Seventh Generation 
14. Vera7 Faustina Eller, b. 10 Sept. 1895, daughter of Dr. Albert6 Johnson Eller and Nancy 
Louise Vannoy; d. after 1982; m. 28 June 1919, Andrew Casey. "She attended Appalachian 
State Training School at Boone, and Meredith College in Raleigh, N.C... They went to 
Washington, D.C., where she worked in the Registered Mail department of the Postal Service. 
When they returned to North Wilkesboro, she taught in the public schools for four years. After 
Andrew's death she accepted a position with the Wilkes County Department of Social Services, 
primarily in child welfare work, and continued in this position for 24 years until her retirement 
in 1967. She lives in North Wilkesboro and will be 87 years on her birthday in September, 
1882." (Chelcie B. Eller in The Heritage of Wilkes County, 1982 p. 189) 

Children of Vera Faustina Eller and Andrew Casey: 

+ 44 i. Annie Lucille Casey, b. 21 Jan. 19026. 
+ 45 ii. William Eller Casey, b. 30 Aug. 1928. 
+46 iii. Mary Ann Casey, b. 21 Jan. 193 1. 

16. Wayne7 Vannoy Eller, b. 24 Nov. 1904, son of Dr. Albert6 Johnson Eller and Nancy Louise 
Vannoy:; d. 23 June 1964; m. 19 Dec. 193 1, Julia Thelma Holland, b. 13 Oct. 1908; d. 30 Jan. 
1967; daughter of Gideon Gaines and Della Stroud Holland. "She was an alumna of Peace College 
and East Carolina Teachers College and was an elementary School teacher at the time of her 
marriage. She was active in the Woman's Club, her church work and enjoyed music, bridge, 
gardening and antiques. Wayne attended Mountain View School, Appalachian Training school and 
N.C. State College, class of 1928. He worked for Reynolds Tobacco Company for thirty-three years 
beginning in 193 1, as a salesman in Bluefield, West Virginia. In 1936, he became division manager 
In Evansville, Indiana. From 1941 to 1943 he was assistant department manager of the Winston- 
Salem department and in 1943, he became department sales manager for New York, City, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and parts of Maryland and Ohio. He maintained offices in 
Philadelphia and New York. In 1952 he returned to Winston-Salem to do general staff work and 
traveled throughout the United States for Reynolds. He became field sales coordinator for them in 
June 1956 and continued working in that capacity until his death June 23, 1964. Wayne Eller was a 
member of the Masonic Order, Phi Pi Phi Fraternity, the Presbyterian Church, Oldtown Club of 
Winston-Salem, and was active in the Chamber of Commerce. His hobbies were sports, 
woodworking and gardening." (C.B. Eller and Libby Eller Booke, The Heritage of Wilkes County, 
1982, p. 131-132. 

Children of Wayne7 Vannoy Eller and Julia Thelma Holland: 

+ 47 i. Elizabeth Ann Eller, b. 26 July 1934. 
+ 48 ii. Martha Eleanor Eller, b. 17 July 1940. 

17. Vernon7 Eller, b. 29 April 1904, Roaring River, Wilkes Co., N.C., eldest son of William Thomas 
Eller and Nora Robinette; m. Bessie Lovette of Millers Creek, Wilkes Co., N.C. When his parents 
moved to New Hope settlement near Purlear Post Office in 1917, he went to school there. As he was 
in the sawmill business, they lived at several different places. He had made a profession of faith as a 
boy, but felt called to peach after he got married. He was ordained as a Baptist minister in 1936. He 
worked for the last several years at the Richardson Rest Home until his retirement. Five children. 

Children of Vernon7 Eller and Nora Robinette: 

+ 49 i. Mabel Eller, b. 1923, Wilkes Co., N.C. 
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+ 50 ii. Frances Eller, b. 21 Oct. 1925, Wilkes Co. N.C. 
+ 51 iii. Gilbert Eller, b. 29 June 1928, Wilkes Co. N.C. 
+ 52 iv. Rex Eller, b. 22 Dec. 1930, Wilkes Co. N.C. 
+ 53 v. Glenn Eller, b. 1933, Wilkes Co., N.C. 

18. Viola7 Eller, b. 6 Nov. 1905, Roaring River, N.C., Wilkes Co., N.C., daughter of William6 
Thomas Eller and Nora Robinette, m. 1929, Charles Combs. She lived until her parents moved to 
Beavercreek settlement near Ferguson in 1908. She lived there until 1917 when her parents moved 
to the New Hope settlement. She joined the Beaver Creek Baptist Church and her father joined at 
the same time. She stayed with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Noah Robinette, and went to school 
for two years. She also boarded at the home of Mr. and Mrs. T.E. Story in Wilkesboro for two years, 
and then she went to college at Boone, N.C. for one year and got a teacher's certificate. She taught 
school two years. They lived near Cove Creek, Watauga Co., N.C. Charles worked two different 
times in Cleveland, Ohio. 11 children. 

Children of Viola7 Eller and Charles Combs: 
+ 54 i. Marie Combs, b. 20 Jan. 1930. Cove Creek, Watauga Co., N.C. 
+ 55 ii. Blanche Combs, b. 6 Nov. 193 1, Cove Creek, Watauga Co., N.C. 
+ 56 iii. Tommy Combs, b. 1933, Cove Creek, Watauga Co., N.C. 
+ 57 iv. Roberta Combs, b. 16 July 1935, Cove Creek, Watauga Co., N.C. 
+ 58 v. Sarah Combs, b. 3 May 1937, Cove Creek, Watauga, Co., N.C. 
+ 59 vi. Nora Combs, b. 2 June 1932. 
+ 60 vii. Louise Combs, b. 12 May 1941. 

61 viii. Patsy Lou Combs, b. 15 June 1943; died soon after birth 
+ 62 ix. Lewis Combs, b. 21 June 1944. 

63 x. Barbara Combs, b. 10 April 1947, Cove Creek, Watauga Co., N.C.; m. 7 
Sept. 1968 Wesley McGuire. She graduated from Cove Creek High School in 
1965 and attended Appalachian State University, Boone, N.C. 

64 xi. Jimmy Steve Combs, b. 14 July 1949, Cove Creek, Watauga Co., N.C.; m. 
29 Aug. 1970, Linda Wilson. He graduated from Cove Creek High School in 
1967 and served in the armed forces. 

19. Clyde7 Eller, b. 7 May 1907, Roaring River, Wilkes Co. N.C., son of William6 Thomas Eller 
and Nora Robinette; m. 1929, Nora Bell Faw of the New Hope Community. The family moved to 
the Beaver Creek settlement near Furguson, N.C. in 1908. They moved to the New Hope settlement 
near Purlear Post Office and New Hope Baptist Church in 1917. Clyde attended New Hope free 
school and Mllers Creek High School. He worked awhile for one of his uncles in Georgetown, S.C. 
before he was married. H worked at farming and sawmilling several years. He lives in the house his 
father had built near where the old Peter Eller house was located in 1920. Nora Bell worked at the 
Richardson Rest Home near Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. Thirteen children. 

Children of Clyde7 Eller and Nora Bell Faw: 

+ 65 i. Ernestine Eller, b. in 1931. 
+ 66 ii. Franklin Eller, b. Feb. 1933, Wilkes Co. N.C. 

67 iii. Filmore Eller, b. May 1934; m. Alberta Call. He worked several 
years at the Holly Farms Poultry Company in Wilkesboro, N.C. He 



Page 29 THE ELLER CHRONICLES Volume XXXIII, Issue 2 (May 2019) 
 

was transferred to Winston-Salem, N.C. where they were living in 
1970. No children. 

+ 68 iv. Willie Eller, b. 27 Sep. 1935. 
+ 69 v. Lorene Eller, b. 7 Sep. 1937, Wilkes Co., N.C. 
+ 70 vi. Richard Eller, b. 7 Sep. 1939. 
+ 71 vii. Christine Eller, b. 18 Aug. 1941. 
+ 72 viii. Marvin Eller, b. 29 March 1943. 
+ 73 ix. Jimmy Eller, b. 19 Dec. 1944. 
+ 74 x. Arline Eller, b. 22 Sep. 1946. 
+ 75 xi. Harold Eller, b. 5 Jan. 1949. 
+ 76 xii. Max Eller, b. 20 Nov. 1950 near New Hope Baptist Church and Purlear 

Post Office in Wilkes Co., N.C. He m. Janice Bishop. He graduated from 
the West Wilkes High School and has worked at Holly Farms in 
Wilkesboro, N.C. for several years. 

77 xiii. Maxine Eller, b. 5 Feb. 1953 in Wilkes Co., N.C. She graduated from 
West Wilkes High School in 1971. She took a business course at Wilkes 
Community College and works in the office of Modem Globe. 

20. Electra7 Eller, b. 2 Oct. 1913, Beavercreek settlement near Ferguson, Wilkes Co. N.C., daughter 
of William6 Thomas Eller and Nora Robinette; m. 1935, Clifton Goodwin from Wilmington, N.C. 
Ferguson became a post office and little village after the railroad was built up the Yadkin River from 
North Wilkesboro, N.C. to Landon, N.C. The railroad was washed away so badly in the flood of 
1916 that it has never been built back. Electra moved to New Hope settlement near New Hope Baptist 
Church and Purlear, N.C. post office in 1917. She graduated from Mount Pleasant High School, 
Wilkes Co., N.C. in 1931. She took a beauty course at North Wilkesboro and worked in a hosiery 
mill for a few years. They moved to Hickory, N.C. and Clifton worked for a furniture store at Granite 
Falls. They bought a place on the Catawba River near Highway 321 leading to Hickory, N.C. and 
built a house and a building from which to sell eats and fish bait. Electra worked in a fabric shop. 
She had worked at different places in buying material for several stores. Cliff s health got bad and 
he wanted to be on the outside and now is working for a house building company doing finishing 
jobs. Two children. 

Children of Electra Eller and Clifton Goodwin: 

+ 78 i. Betty Jean Goodwin, b. 18 Feb. 1939. 
+ 79 ii. R.C. Goodwin, b. 5 March 1937. 

21. Ernest7 Eller, b. 28 Sept. 1915, Beaver Creek near Furgerson, Wilkes Co., N.C., son of William6 
Thomas Eller and Nora Robinette; m. 1942 Geneva Faw of Wilkes Co., N.C. He had trouble with a 
leg and after a fall on the ice and spent eight weeks in the hospital in 1927 He graduated from Mount 
Pleasant High School in 1934. He helped take care of his father until he died in 1936. He was drafted 
into the U.S. Army in 1942 and was stationed at several bases. After he and Geneva were married, they 
went to Camp Cook in California where they rented a room nearby and Geneva worked to help with 
expenses. In 1943 Ernest was told by doctors that his leg would not permit oversea duty so he was 
honorably discharged that year and returned to Wilkes County where they lived at several different 
places. They moved to S.C. and lived for awhile before moving back to Millers Creek in Wilkes Co., 
N.C. Earnest started raising White face cattle, hogs and chickens. In 1955 they built a new home. 
Geneva worked as a Nurses' aid at Wilkes General Hospital for several years. Three sons. 
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Children of Ernest7 Eller and Geneva Faw: 

+ 80 i. Larry Ernest Eller, b. 6 Aug. 1944. 
81 ii. Earl Thomas Eller, b. 28 March 1946; m. 22 June 1969 Jane Eller Myers 

of Wilkesboro, daughter of R. B. Myers and the late Mrs. Lucille Shell 
Myers. He attended Millers Creek Elementary School and graduated from 
West Wilkes High School in 1964. He graduated from Mars Hill College 
in 1968. He majored in Physical Education and now teaches at North 
Wilkes High School where he is head football coach. In 1972 he was 
named "Coach of the year" for the District 7, Northwestern Conference. 
Jane is the secretary for the Wilkes County Board of Education. They lived 
for the last four years in Sherwood Forest Estates in North Wilkesboro. No 
children in 1974 

82 iii. David James Eller, b. 21 Oct. 1949 near Millers Creek, Wilkes Co., N.C. 
He attended Millers Creek Elementary School and graduated from West 
Wilkes High School in 1967. He worked at Northwest Print Shop before 
joining the U.S. Army on 17 Sep. 1970. He was sent to Viet Nam where 
he was presented with several combat awards. He was also presented 
with the Combat Pressman Award for his Loyalty, Diligence, and 
Devotion to Duty in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 
September 1970 September 1971. He was honorably discharged after 
which he went to work for the Northwestern Bank in the printing 
department. 

22. Edna7 Eller b. 28 Sept. 1915 at the Peter Eller home, near New Hope Baptist Church and Purlear 
Post Office in Wilkes Co., N.C., daughter of William6 Thomas Eller and Nora Robinette; m.(1st) 
Joe McNeil (D); m.(2nd) 12 Sep. 1945, Ernest Martin. The house was one of the oldest in the 
county and was owned by James Eller. Later it was bought by Thomas Eller. He built a seven-room 
house in 1920. Nine families have lived on this farm now as of 1970. Edna graduated from Miller's 
Creek school in the western part of Wilkes County in 1937. She worked awhile before her marriage. 
One daughter was born to this marriage. Ernest was a carpenter for several years but is now raising 
chickens by the thousands. Edna and Ernest now make their home in the Purlear section of Wilkes 
County, N.C. Three children. 

Children of Edna Eller and Joe McNeil: 

+ 83 i. Juanita McNeil, b. 16 Oct. 1939 

Children of Edna Eller and Ernest Martin: 

+ 84 ii. Bronda Martin, b. 17 Oct. 1946. 
85 iii. Judy Martin, b. 15 May 1949 near New Hope Baptist Church and Purlear 

Post Office in Wilkes Co., N.C. She graduated from West Wilkes High 
School in 1967. She is presently staying at home helping raise chickens. 

86 iv. Pat Martin, b. 21 Feb. 1957 near New Hope Church. He attends school at 
Mllers Creek Elementary now in 1970. 

23. Estelle7 Church, b. 15 April 1901, daughter of Rebecca6 Eller and Zolley Coffer Church; m. 29 
Nov. 1928, Gerald McGee, b. 30 June 191 1, son of Mrs. Nora McGee Barnette. Three. children. 

Children of Estelle Church and Gerald McGee: 

+ 87 i. Edwin Harold McGee, b. 2 Dec. 1929. 
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+ 88 ii. David Franklin McGee, b. 24 Jan. 1938. 
+ 89 iii. Clyde Eugene McGee, b. 7 Dec. 1941 

24. Beatrice7 Teresa Church, b. 8 Jan. 1904, daughter of Rebecca6 Eller and Zolley Coffer Church; 
m. 28 July 1928, Walter Worth Vannoy, b. 7 April 1907, son of Joseph L. and Lillian Colvard Vannoy. 

Children of Beatrice Thresa Church and Walter Worth Vannoy: 
90 i. James Madison Vannoy, b. 29 Oct. 1929; m. 22 Dec. 195 1, Mildred Dean 

Whittington, b. 2 Mar. 1933, daughter of Walter and Ruby Parsons 
Whittington. 

91 ii. Annie Lee Vannoy, b. 11 Feb. 1933; m. 5 Aug. 1956, Ivery Haynes, 
b. 26 Nov. 1932, son of Major Dewey and Millie Bron Haynes. 

+ 92 iii. Lt. Col. Claude Elbert Vannoy, U.S. Army, b. 5 July 1935. 
+ 93 iv. Walter Worth Vannoy, Jr., b. 3 Dec. 1938. 

25. Florence7 Mae Church, b. 4 June 1906, b. 4 June 1906, m. 24 Mar. 1933, John Harley 
"Dick" Thompson, b. 12 Mar. 1901, son of Moses Elcainey and Minnie Yates Thompson. 

Children of Florence Mae Church and John Harley Thompson: 

+ 94 i. Kay Rebecca Thompson, b. 7 Oct. 1939. 
95 ii. Clayton Harley Thompson, b. 19 Feb. 1944. 

26. Gwen7 Jones Eller, b. 24 Feb. 1908, b. 24 Feb. 1908, daughter of John6 Grover Eller and 
Ethel Beatrice Jones; m. 25 July 19--, Ola Nancy Staley, daughter of Benjamin Franklin and Mary 
Roberts Staley. He attended Wilkesboro High School and was an employee of the N.C. Highway 
Dept. for 40 years until his retirement in 1971. Ola graduated from Appalachian State Teacher's 
College and taught in Wilkes County Schools for 36 years until she retired in 1966. 

Children of Gwen Jones Eller and Ola Nancy Staley: 

+ 96 i. Nancy Gwendolyn Eller, b. 8 July 1937. 
+ 97 ii. Colbert Staley Eller, b. 3 April 1939. 

27. Charles7 Clinton Eller, b. 31 July 1909, son of John Grover Eller and Beatrice Jones; m. 
Connie Scott, daughter of Thomas Preston and Nelia Greer Scott of Ashe County, N.C. He taught 
school in Wilkes County for six years before being appointed Rural Letter Carrier on January 10, 
1938 on Route 2, North Wilkesboro where he served until his retirement 31 Oct. 1972 with the 
exception of two years spent in the U.S. Navy during World War II. One child. 

Children of Charles Clinton Eller and Nelia Greer Scott: 

98 i. Patsy Ann Eller, b. 6 Nov. 193 8. 

29. Ruth7 Arlee Eller, b. 3 June 1912, daughter of John Grover Eller and Beatrice Jones; m. 16 June 
1930, Joseph Lee Mikeal. He died 19 Feb. 1936. Four children. 

Children of Ruth Arlee Eller and Joseph Lee Mikeal: 

99 i. Betty Pearl Mikeal, b. 18 Oct. 1932. 
+ 100 ii. Wilma Rose Mikeal, b. 30 Aug. 1933. 
+ 101 iii. Shirley June Mikeal, b. 2 July 1935. 
+ 102 iv. Ruth Arlee Mikeal. 
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32. Lucy7 Marie Eller, b. 22 Jan. 1917- m. 22 Feb. 1941 (Div. 1949), Ivan Byrd, son of Mrs. Hillary 
Byrd of Benham, N.C., b. 20 June 1922. One child. Lucy Marie m.(2nd) 20 Dec. 1952, Harris C. 
Brewer, b. 30 Dec. 1908, son of Newtn and Maitie Brewer of Fall Creek, Chatham County, N.C. Lucy 
Marie graduated from Appalachian State University and taught in the public schools of Wilkes and 
Guildford Counties, N.C. 

Children of Lucy Marie Eller and Ivan Byrd: 

103 i. Jeannette Marie Byrd, b. 24 April 1943-, died 18 Jan. 1946. 

34. Edna7 Beatrice Eller, b. 5 Oct. 1919; m. 6 Oct. 1940, Edison D. Hipps, b. 6 April 1917, son of 
James D. and Bertha B. Hipps of Morganton, N.C. Two children, 

Children of Edna Beatrice Eller and Edison D. Hipps: 

104 i. Harold Dean Hipps, b. 16 Oct. 194 1. 
+ 105 ii. Eleanor Lois Hipps, b. 30 March 1944. 

35. Mattie7 Lou Eller, b. 15 Feb. 1921; m. 30 May 1946, Herman Livingston Minton, b. 13 April 
1918, son of Herman Livingston and Mabel Brooks Minton of Washington, D.C. He was an 
orchestra leader. Four children. 

Children of Mattie Lou Eller and Herman Livingston Minton: 

106 i. Virginia Lee Minton, b. 28 April 1947. 
107 ii. Herbert Livingston Minton, b. 9 May 1948. 
108 iii. Kenneth Lloyd Minton, b. 8 Aug. 1949. 
109 iv. Barbara Brooks Minton, b. 17 April 1951. 

39. James7 Robert Eller, Sr., b. 13 July 1926; m. 7 Aug. 1946, Nancy Lee Yates, b.4 Aug. 
1926, daughter of William Edgar and Daisy Velma Yates. Three children. 

Children of James Robert Eller, Sr. and Nancy Lee Yates. 

110 i. James Robert Eller, Jr., b. 30 May 194-; an attorney-at-law in New York, 
N.Y. 
111 ii. Gary Steven Eller, b. 15 Dec. 1950; m. August, 1972, Candyce Miriam 
Crosby, b. 6 Feb. 1950, daughter of Claude D. and Miriam Crosby. She was a teacher. 
112 iii. Crystal Eileen Eller, b. 31 May 1958. 

40. Edythe7 Lucille Eller, b. 10 April 1928; m. 27 Nov. 1947 Richard Lionel Levine of 
Washington, D.C., grandson of a rabbi who emigrated to America from Poland around 1880, the 
rabbi has 12 children. Edythe graduated from Millers Creek High School in Miller's Creek, N.C.; 
thence she went to the San Francisco Bay area where she still lives in 1974. She is presently a 
secretary in the Marin County Assessor's Office, San Rafael, CA. She was formerly employed by 
the Federal Government in Washington, D.C.. Her present address is: 615 Plum Street, Movato, 
California 94947. 

Children of Edythe Lucille Eller and Richard Lionel Levine: 

113 i. Stephenie Diane Levine, b. 6 Dec. 1955, San Francisco, CA. 
114 ii. Stephen Richard Levine, b. 3 Sept. 1959; d. 30 Oct. 1959. 

41. John7 Lester Eller, b. 30 Nov. 1929; m. I I Mar. 1950, Helen Louise Ford of New 
Oxford, PA, b. 30 April 1932. Three children. 
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Children of John Lester Eller and Helen Louise Ford: 

115 i. Clare Lee Eller, b. 7 Nov. 1950; m. 3 Mar. 1983, John Russel Ullrich, 
of Broken Bow, NE, b. 8 Dec. 1950 

+ 116 ii. John Lester Eller, 11, b. I I April 1952. 
117 iii. Ruby Louise Eller, b. 30 August 1953. 

43. Albert7 Grayson Eller, b. 18 Oct. 1933- m. 2 Aug. 1952, Velma Dorris Brown, b. 22 June 
1931, daughter of Charlie B. and Edna Rebecca Fender Brown. Grayson graduated from Millers 
Creek High School in 1952. He moved to Gettysburg, PA in 1954. Now residing near York, PA, 
he is employed by Teledyne Readco as night foreman of the Sheet Metal Department. Four 
children. 

Children of Albert Grayson Eller and Velma Doris Brown: 

118 i. Mikeal Eller, b. 4 Dec. 1953- d. 4 Dec. 1952. 
119 ii. Anita Doris Eller, b. 19 Feb. 1956. 
120 iii. Tina Marie Eller, b. b. 31 Oct. 1959. 
121 iv. Timothy Coite Eller, b. 4 May 1965. 

 

To read the entire article, see THE ELLER CHRONICLES, February 1993 

Download a GEDCOM of this data, (107KB) 

 
 

 
 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb93/feb93p3.html
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/feb93/7-1-18.ged


Page 34 THE ELLER CHRONICLES Volume XXXIII, Issue 2 (May 2019) 
 

 
 
 

Wilkesboro, NC - Home of 2019 EFA Conference 
 

Wilkesboro, North Carolina will be the home of the 2019 EFA Conference on July 24-28, 2019. Since 
the Yadkin Valley Event Center adjacent to the Wilkesboro Holiday Inn Express was unavailable for 
the original dates, the conference was delayed a week. Please note the new dates. Christine Walker 
will be the hostess. 

 
The EFA Conference has not been in Wilkesboro before, but the surrounding Wilkes County is home 
to numerous Ellers, many hailing from the George Michael line. July 24-28, 2019 will mark the 16th 
bi-annual Eller Family Association Conference having previously been held at: 

 
1989 Salisbury, NC 1999 San Diego, CA 2009 Nashville, TN 
1991 Estes Park, CO 2001 Salisbury, NC 2011 Chattanooga, TN 
1993 Portland, OR 2003 Hiawassee, GA 2013 Hiawassee, GA 
1995 Asheville, NC 2005 Winston-Salem, NC 2015 Williamsburg, VA 
1997 Fort Worth, TX 2007 Akron, OH 2017 Salisbury, NC 

 
Wilkesboro is the county seat of Wilkes County, North Carolina. The population was 3,413 at the 
2010 census. The town is located along the south bank of the Yadkin River, directly opposite the town 
of North Wilkesboro. 

 
For many decades a popular historic spot in Wilkesboro was the "Tory Oak", a large oak tree from 
which Colonel Benjamin Cleveland, a well-known Wilkes County patriot during the American 
Revolutionary War, hung Loyalist militia leaders who supported the British King and opposed 
American independence from Britain. The oak was located behind the old Wilkes County courthouse. 
During the American Civil War many of Wilkesboro's residents remained loyal to the Union and 
opposed the Confederacy. In March 1865 General George Stoneman, a Union cavalry leader, led a 
raid through the town. Shortly after the war ended, Tom Dula (Dooley), a Confederate veteran, was 
tried and hanged for the murder of his fiancée, Laura Foster. Many people were convinced that one 
of Dula's jealous ex-girlfriends murdered Foster, and that Dula was innocent of the crime. Dula's story 
was turned into a top-selling ballad in 1958 by the Kingston Trio, the song was entitled "Hang Down 
Your Head, Tom Dooley". The story was subsequently turned into a 1959 movie starring Michael 
Landon as Dula, and most summers, a local theatre group presents a popular play based on the story. 
Nearby Whippoorwill Academy features the Tom Dooley Museum. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbObAUZy_Io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbObAUZy_Io
http://www.whippoorwillacademy.com/
http://www.blueridgemusicnc.com/find-music/location/whippoorwill-academy-and-the-tom-dooley-museum
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The Holiday Inn Express in Wilkesboro 
will house the 2019 EFA Conference in 
their Yadkin Valley Event Center. 
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The Yadkin Valley Event Center is well equipped for conferences with multiple rooms available with 
projection equipment, chairs and tables to spare. The Conference should be easily accommodated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The EFA Conference will be 
held in the Stokes meeting 
room. 

Registration will be held in 
the Stokes Conference 
Room between 3 and 6pm 
on Wednesday, July 24. 

The room will be available 
Thursday - Saturday from 
8am to 10pm for various 
activities and it will serve as 
our Hospitality Room. 
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King and Double Queen guest rooms at the Holiday Inn Express will be available at the special EFA 
Conference rate of $115 plus tax. Check-in at 3pm and check-out at 11am. Rooms will include: 

Beds are triple-sheeted with firm and soft pillows 
Separate Hanging Closet 
Iron/Ironing Board 
Connecting Rooms Available 
In-Room Heating and A/C Controls 
Extra Bedding Available 
Free high-speed, wireless Internet access 
Mini Refrigerator 
Microwave 
Coffee Maker 
Tea Maker 
Flat-screen TV 
DVD Player 
Work Desk with Lamp 

Desk-level Electrical Outlet 
Free Local Calls 
Cable/Satellite 
Premium Channels 
Stereo/Radio 
Direct-dial Phone 
Phone with Voicemail 
Hair Dryer 
Bathtub 
Separate/Walk-in Shower 
Complimentary Coffee/Tea Supplies 
Complimentary Morning Newspaper 
Breakfast Buffet Included 
Complimentary Coffee in Lobby 
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
JULY 24 – 28, 2019 

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS - WILKESBORO, NC 
1700 WINKLER STREET 

WILKESBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 28697 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 336-838-1800 

Double Queen or King available for $115 + tax 
 

REGISTRATION FORM: 
Please include names of all attendees 

 
Name (s)    

 

Address    
 

Telephone #    
 

E-mail    
 

Conference Activities Cost per Person # of Persons Total 

Registration Fee $ 5.00 
 

(Family) $ 10.00 

   
 

   

   
 

   
 

SCHEDULE: 

(Free Continental Breakfast in lobby each morning.) 

Wednesday July 24 Register in Conference room starting at 3 PM (until 6 PM) 
Lunch and Dinner on your own 

 
Thursday July 25 9:00 AM Business Meeting and Genealogy 

Presentation (Speaker at 11:30 AM) 
Lunch on your own. Meeting will start back at 1:30 PM. 
Board Meeting at end of meeting. 
Dinner on your own 

 
Friday July 26 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM - Tour of Wilkesboro NC 

Whipperwill Academy $ 10.00 
Wilkes Heritage Museum $ 7.00 
Transportation $ 12.00 

$ 29.00 x       
New Hope Church --------- 
Lunch at Cagney’s Kitchen (On your own) 

(Next Page) 
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Saturday July 27 10 AM - 2 PM 2 PM - Silent Auction (Lunch on your own) 
5:00 PM - Pictures of all groups in the Lobby 
6:30 PM - Dinner at Brushy Mountain Smokehouse 

 

Adults $20.00 x  = $   
 

Children 4-12 $15.00 x   = $   
 

Total Due $   
 

Children under four eat free (Note: Tips and Tax included in price) 
 
 
 

Payment: 

Make checks payable to Eller Family Association and mail to 
 

EFA 
Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
Dalton, Georgia 30720 

 
Any questions call me at 706-217-7314 or e-mail kermiteller38@gmail.com 

 

Note: You must call to make your own Hotel Reservation and tell them you are with the Eller 
Family Association. (Double Queen or King available for $115 + tax through July 1) 

Note: After Dinner on Saturday we will go back to the Hotel Conference Room for our awards 
and entertainment. 

Note: The Conference room will be open daily from 8am to 10pm and will also serve as the 
Hospitality Room. 

 
 

Alternative: 
Online Registration Form 

For now, you can only fill in the form, print it and then send it with 
your check. We are working on giving you the ability to both sign up 

and pay for it online. Keep checking the EFA Website: 
www.ellerfamilyassociation.com 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/documents/2019_conference.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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On The Lighter Side 
 

Family History Quotes 

1. Every book is a quotation; and every house is a quotation out of all forests, and mines, and stone 
quarries; and every man is a quotation from all his ancestors. – Ralph Waldo Emerson 

2. If you are lucky enough to be a genealogist, you are lucky enough. – Ruth Padilla 

3. Friends come and go, but relatives tend to accumulate. – Unknown 

4. Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead and irritate the living. – Unknown 

5. There is no king who has not had a slave among his ancestors, and no slave who has not had a 
king among his. – Helen Keller 

6. If you don’t know history, you don’t know anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of 
a tree. – Michael Crichton 

7. We inherit from our ancestors’ gifts so often taken for granted. Each of us contains within this 
inheritance of soul. We are links between the ages, containing past and present expectations, 
sacred memories and future promise. – Edward Sellner 

8. Research is what I’m doing when I don’t know what I’m doing – Wernher von Braun 

9. We need to haunt the house of history and listen anew to the ancestor’s wisdom. – Maya 
Angelou 

10. To forget one’s ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a root. – Chinese 
Proverb 

11. Some family trees have beautiful leaves, and some have just a bunch of nuts. Remember, it is 
the nuts that make the tree worth shaking. – Unknown 

12. If we tried to sink the past beneath our feet, be sure the future would not stand. – Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning 

13. Most of our ancestors were not perfect ladies and gentlemen. The majority of them weren’t 
even mammals. – Robert Anton Wilson 

14. The thing that interests me most about family history is the gap between the things we think 
we know about our families and the realities. – Jeremy Hardy 

15. Why waste your money looking up your family tree? Just go into politics and your opponents 
will do it for you. – Mark Twain 
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Eller Books on Sale 
A limited number of a definitive book on Eller genealogy, George Michael Eller and 
Descendants of His in America (1995 reprint of the 1957 edition), written by James W. 
Hook is still available for sale from the EFA. Make your check or money order for $25 US to 
Eller Family Association. Order from Ed Eller (address below): kermiteller38@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
 

Eller Cookbooks Available 
An Eller Cookbook was commissioned by the EFA in 2011. 
Copies are still available for $10, postage paid, also from Ed 
Eller (address above): kermiteller38@gmail.com. 

 
 

Ed Eller 
Eller Family Association 
1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
Dalton, GA 30720 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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Sales Tax only applicable if you are purchasing from Texas. 
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Register Now As An EFA Member on the Eller Website 
A special section on the Eller Family Association website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com) 
is just for EFA members and will allow access to the current year’s Chronicles, our 
membership list and other members-only features. But, to insure that it’s open only to EFA 
members, you need to register. This is important, especially for members who receive their 
edition of the Chronicles by e-mail. You can go to the website and look for the login link 
near the top left of the page (in the brown stripe). Then click on “Don't have a login? 
Register for a New User Account.” near the bottom of the popup box. Or you can click on 
this address: http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php 

 
 
 
 

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular 
family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort. We owe to the present generation and those 
of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage. 
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most 
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information. 
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated 
family lines worldwide to: 

Discover and preserve our historical past 
Report current events and ongoing contributions 
Develop and expand current family ties 
Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 
Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 

A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, 
May, August and November. Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 
17th century to the current time is being gathered and made available. 
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send 
with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the 
Eller Family Association to: 

Ed Eller 
Eller Family Association 
1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
Dalton, GA 30720 

 
Gift memberships are now available also. Give the gift of family. 

 

Give a new one year membership for $20 
Give a lifetime membership for $200 
Give 2 new memberships for $35 
Give 3 or more new memberships at a rate of $15 each 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php
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Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA 30720 

Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee 
along with your application for membership. 
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Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA 30720 

GIFT 

Remember…please enclose the total membership fees 
along with the applications for membership. 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 
 
 

President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281)578-8141 
Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President: Anna Marie Bliss  4217 East Carmel Ave (480)396-3364 
Mesa, AZ 85206 ajbliss3343@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Edward K. Eller   1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706)278-1516 
Dalton, GA 30720 kermiteller38@gmail.com 

 

Directors: Thomas J. Eller    1311 Masters Drive (719)632-2259 
Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com 

 

David G. Eller PO Box 572216 (713)952-9400 
Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com 

 

Jerry Kendall 1700 Kendall Rd. (706)970-0244 
Young Harris, GA 30582 jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com 

 

Christine Walker 695 Old NC Highway 268 (336)921-3430 
Wilkesboro, NC 28697 

 
 Harvey Powers 4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 

Midlothian, VA 23112 
(434) 247-0317 
harv@harveypowers.com 

Editor: Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive 
Houston, TX 77084 

(281)578-8141 
danliggett@gmail.com 

Web Master Harvey Powers 4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 
Midlothian, VA 23112 

(434) 247-0317 
harv@harveypowers.com 

Historian: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive 
Houston, TX 77084 

(281)578-8141 
missliggy@yahoo.com 

 
 

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 
To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 
To report a change of address 
To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles 
To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles 
To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 

James W. Hook (1995 reprint of 1957 edition) @ $25 ea 
 
 

Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles 
 

Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 
 

To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org or www.ellerfamilyassociation.com 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:ajbliss3343@yahoo.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:ellertj@aol.com
mailto:davideller@msn.com
mailto:jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
http://www.eller.org/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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