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This Edition of the
Eller Chronicles is
dedicated in Memory of
Kent Eller.
~
Kent passed away on April
30, 2014. Refer to page 22
for his Obituary
~
Our Thoughts and Prayers
go out to his surviving
siblings Ed Eller, Lois Eller
Hardy, and James Paul
Eller.
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Request for Information
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Family History of Eugene Robert Eller
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Graduations
Obituaries
EFA Membership Application
EFA Organization

You may submit material for publication
in The Eller Chronicles as follows:
Email to rpoplin@dutil.com OR Mail to
Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place,
Dalton, GA 30720.
If you are submitting photographs, please scan
in JPEG format or copy to a diskette or CD.
Most Kodak developers can perform this service
if you do not have a computer. If you prefer,
you may submit photo quality copies; however,
they will not be returned.
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Message from the President
Hey Ellers!
It’s been awhile since we have corresponded.
They say “no news is good news” but we would really like to hear from
some of you EFA members. The reason you haven’t received an Eller
Chronicles this year is because no one has sent in any articles or
information for us to publish.
There are a few obituaries that we could send out, but it’s kind of
depressing to just have obituaries to read. So, please take some time to
write up something about your ancestors, your kids, your vacations,
your life story, etc. Send us your pictures too.
So, in the meantime you’ll just have to read about me and some of the
other EFA board members that have put something together for this
issue of the Chronicles.
I hope you are all doing well. Things are warming up here in Texas.
The Bluebonnets were really pretty here last month, but the weeds are
starting to overtake them now. I was able to get out with some friends
to get some pictures of the Bluebonnets near Brenham, TX.
Please be in prayer for my Uncles, Ed and Paul Eller and Aunt Lois. They
have lost two brothers in just 6 months. My dad, Verlie Eller passed
away in October, and now Uncle Kent passed away in April. Even
though dad was 90 and Uncle Kent 87, it's still hard to see them leave us.
Remember to block off that 3rd week in July next year on your calendar.
We are planning to have the next EFA conference in Richmond, VA
around then. We will keep you updated as more details become
available. I am looking forward to seeing you again and meeting some
new cousins too!
Lauren Liggett
EFA President (missliggy@yahoo.com )
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From the desk of Secretary/Treasurer
Hello Eller Family,
I spent most of April and the first week of May at my Brother Kent's
house in Florida. During his illness, he was in two different hospitals and
then in Hospice for five days before he passed away on April 30th, 2014.
I want to thank all of my friends for their prayers. I have lost two
brothers in the last year. There were eight of us and now there are only
three.
As everyone in the EFA knows we did not publish the last two Eller
Chronicles as our Editor did not have anything to publish. I would like
to ask all EFA members to please send us something to put in our August
Chronicles. Any genealogy articles, photos of family or even stories of
your family when you were a child. Also, if you have any suggestions of
articles or research information that you would like to see published
would be appreciated as well!
I hope you all have a great summer!

Thanks!
Ed
My address is:
Eller Family Association
3009 East Walnut Ave
Dalton, GA 30721
706-270-9900 Work
706-278-1516 Home
706-217-7314 Cell
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Mission Trip to the Islands
(Submitted by Lauren Liggett)
My husband Dan, and I, went on a K-Love (the radio station) cruise in January. We
are both big fans of contemporary Christian music. In case you’re not familiar with
K-Love radio stations, they play contemporary Christian music. There are a lot of
their satellite stations around the country.
The cruise left from Miami, FL. We had stops in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands.
While in Jamaica, Dan and I went on a group excursion to a Christian school (Free
Will Primary and Infant School) near Ocho Rios. We took school supplies and library
books for them. I was able to read a few chapters from “Hank, the Cowdog” to a
class of third graders. Hank lives on a ranch in Texas and fancies himself to be the
head of ranch security.
We were making good progress in the story until I got to a chapter where Hank has
a run in with a porcupine. Seems they do not have porcupines in Jamaica, so the
kids were a little confused about Hank’s problem!
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The below article was contributed by Joe and Dean Eller and the people in the story
(Eugene R Eller and Frances Greer Eller) were the parents of two of the Eller Family
Association members: Sue Eller (Mrs. Walton T.) Conn of Tennessee and Thomas J.
Eller of Colorado. Tom’s father, Eugene Robert Eller was born in Moravian Falls,
NC on September 21, 1900 the son of William L. Eller and Sarah Ellen Holloway.
Tom’s mother was Frances Elizabeth Greer Eller, born in Hayston, GA, September 20,
1903 the daughter of John Thomas Greer and Mattie Hollingsworth.

Family History of Eugene Robert Eller and Frances Elizabeth Greer Eller
Born in a log cabin near Moravian Falls, NC, on September 21, 1900, Eugene Robert
Eller was the fifth son in a family of ten children. To help support the family, he had
to quit school at the age of eleven and go to work in a furniture factory. During his
teen years his pastor's wife led him to Christ and he joined First Baptist Church,
North Wilkesboro, NC, where his family then lived. He later felt called to preach and
went back to school in the sixth grade at the age of 19 - working at many odd jobs to
pay for his education at two small mountain boarding schools where he completed his
high school work. He was licensed to preach in 1919 by his home church which also
ordained him in 1925. "Gene" entered Mercer University in Macon, GA, in 1925, with
painful eyes weakened by illness, a deep faith, a fierce determination to follow the
will of God into the ministry, and $4.25. He continued all types of work to support
himself and go to school. During these years of education, he was very seriously ill
several times and was treated by two different physicians who charged him very
minimal fees for their services with the request that he pass on the help to other
young men as he was able. Though in pain most of his adult life, he was never afraid
of hard work and he was always dedicated to God in everything he attempted.
Frances Elizabeth Greer was born in Newton county GA. on September 20 1903 and
grew up in the home of a farmer; she, too, learned hard work from childhood. Upon
graduation from high school, where she loved learning and enjoyed playing
basketball, she began teaching first grade and attending University of Georgia summer
schools. In the mid-summer of 1918, she accepted Christ during a revival in the
Luther Hays Presbyterian Church (named for her great-grandfather) in Hayston, GA.
It was while Miss Greer and the Rev. Eller were living in the same boarding house in
Fort Gaines, GA, that these two met, fell in love and married on December 23, 1930.
On their honeymoon, the couple visited Mr. Eller's parents and the new Mrs. Eller
joined the Baptist Church and was baptized by her new husband. She then moved her
membership to Ft. Gaines Baptist Church where the couple began their ministry
together.
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Bro. Eller pastored several churches in the Ft. Gaines area during the late 20's and
early 30's, his first pastorate having been the Damascus Baptist Church in Cuthbert,
GA. He was called to First Baptist Church, Franklin, NC, after he held pastorates in
Pelham, GA, Augusta, GA and Pickens, SC. In each of these places, Bro. Eller was
pastor, but his wife was frequently referred to as his unpaid "educational director."
She was always very supportive of him in all his duties as a minister, in addition
to becoming a leader and church teacher in her own right. While living in Georgia
and South Carolina, both the Ellers frequently attended and led in many types of local
church, associational and state Baptist events for various church organizations. Mr.
Eller always manifested a keen interest in and knowledge of missions and he felt
particularly led of God to witness to boys and young men. In his book, Every Boy
Needs A Man, he tells many of his experiences. By her own admission, Woman's
Missionary Union was the favorite church organization of Mrs. Eller, and she worked
tirelessly to build this organization in each local church. Because of their interests,
it seems rather fitting that in February, 1956, Mr. Eller became the Superintendent of
Missions (now called Director of Missions) for Piedmont Baptist Association,
headquartered in Easley, where the Ellers moved. In this capacity they continued to
serve together and Mrs. Eller took even a more active role in leading Woman's
Missionary Union. She served as WMU Director for the Association from 1958 to
1962 and 1969 and as President of the South Carolina Woman's Missionary Union
from 1963-1968. As the SC President, she was also a Vice-President of the Woman's
Missionary Union, Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention, a position which
placed her on the Executive Board of the convention-wide WMU.
During his tenure in Piedmont Association, Bro. Eller was a pioneer in helping to
form the Southern Baptist Conference of Directors of Missions. He served as President
of this organization and presided over their third annual meeting in San Francisco in
1962. Both the Ellers were regular promoters of, participants and leaders in religious
camps and assemblies, especially those whose programs were centered around any
type of missions. Bro. Eller frequently took RAs camping long before camping was
popular and equipment was plentiful. The Ellers made many trips to Camp Rawls and
later to Camp McCall and Camp LaVida--always with a car full. They were thrilled
when plans for White Oak Conference Center began to unfold and Bro. Eller used
the tithe from an honorarium to make the first donation to start the Center.
Throughout their marriage, the Ellers gave of themselves that others might know the
Lord and have the opportunity to learn how to serve Him. Mr. Eller retired at the end
of 1968 but continued to serve by preaching and participating in Schools of Missions
(now called World Mission Conferences). He died on February 13, 1976 and is buried
in Hillcrest Memorial Park, Pickens, SC. Mrs. Eller continued to reside in Easley and
lead in her local church and in the associational WMU after Mr. Eller's death. She
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was always recognized as a creative and enthusiastic teacher and leader. For many
years she taught a Sunday School class at the Easley Baptist Hospital for ambulatory
patients and hospital personnel. When closed-circuit TV became available in the
hospital, patients could attend her Sunday School class from their beds. In 1985, Mrs.
Eller wrote - in long-hand - a history of the WMU of Piedmont Association. The next
year an illness made it necessary for her to move to Nashville, TN, where she could be
near family members. Mrs. Eller died August 9, 1996.
Submitted with family permission.
Dean Eller (Historian)
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DNA Testing Experiences
We’ve been asking our Readers to submit experiences that they have
had with DNA testing in an effort to encourage more folks to do the
testing. We are also trying to make every effort to let everyone know
when the testing goes on Sale. See below contribution from Rebecca
Brubaker Freeman of her recent experience with DNA Testing.

I read in the August 2012 issue of The Eller Chronicles that you are
collecting our experiences with DNA testing. I recently received the
results of my Ancestry.com DNA test. I purchased the test from
Ancestry.com DNA for $99 with my paid subscription to the ancestry web
site. The information I received was a breakdown of my genetic ethnicity
and was presented in the form of a pie chart. The results were simple to
read and interpret. I am not sure if the results were worth the cost. I
don't know what information other types of DNA tests provide so am not
able to compare the worth of the Ancestry.com DNA test to other DNA
tests.
Thank you for compiling this information for us!
Rebecca Brubaker Freeman
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HOW TO JOIN A DNA PROJECT
By Tom Eller
The Eller Family Association has thirty-six people who
have done genealogical DNA testing. Although several
have since died, new DNA testers can still match their
DNA. We would appreciate it if you would also join our
DNA Project.
To order go to the internet to the following sequence of links:
eller.org
What We DO
Eller DNA Project
Click here to order a DNA test in The Eller DNA
Project
Then "order" and pay by credit card.
If asked, check that you want to be part of the Eller DNA Project.
---------------------Y-DNA tests work only on the male line, son to father to grandfather to
great grandfather, etc. We have asked our Ellers to test at the y-67 level.
mTDNA tests work only on the son and daughter to their Mother, and
thence only on mother to grandmother to great grandmother, etc.
Family Finder test works on BOTH male and female ancestors for
about six generations back. This means that you can see relationships among
descendants of grandparents, both male and female. This works very well
when not all the children of one woman have the same father or when a
given man has children by more than one woman—of course, these latter
two situations usually complicate the genealogy and can be accompanied by
heartache.
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Purple = Female Ancestors
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REQUEST FOR GENEALOGY INFORMATION

Hello, my name is Cassie Eller my father is David Lee Eller and my
grandfather is Marvin Eugene Eller; and my great-grandfather is Nathan
Eller; and my great, great-grandfather is John Flory Eller; and my great,
great, great, grand-father is Abraham j. Eller. My grandfather Marvin was a
member of your association at one point in time. I would like to know if
there are any pictures of my family that someone might have or anybody I'm
related to that you might know of. I have to what I believe is my family tree
on ancestry.com "Eller Family Tree".
Thank you for your time!
Cassie Eller
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GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS

EMILY PAIGE POPLIN
Emily Poplin graduated from Dalton High School in Dalton, Georgia on May 23,
2014. She is the daughter of Tammy Eller Poplin and Randy Poplin (Eller
Chronicles Editor). Emily is the Granddaughter of Ed and Betty Eller.
Emily will be attending the Schwob School of Music at Columbus State
University this Fall where she will be majoring in Music Education with an
emphasis on Clarinet.
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CYLA ELYSE GRISSO
Cyla Grisso will be Graduating June 16th from the University of California
Irvine with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Social Behavior, as well as a
minor in Educational Studies. She will then be starting Graduate School at
Azusa Pacific University where she plans to receive a Masters Degree in
Clinical Psychology with an emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy.
Upon graduating from Azusa Pacific University, she will be working towards
getting licensed as a marriage and family therapist with a strong Christian
emphasis in her clinical practice. Cyla is the daughter of Cindie Eller Grisso
and Chet Grisso. Cyla is the Granddaughter of Ed and Betty Eller.
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SAMUEL VANCE ELLER
Samuel Eller graduated from The Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta,
Georgia in May 2014. He received a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Computational Media. He is the son of Brad and Cynthia Eller of Marietta, GA
and the Grandson of Joe and Dean Eller.

Page 19

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXI, Issue 22

ANNIVERSARIES
Tom and Anne Eller celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on June 7th
with their families in Bath, England last spring. All of their children and
grandchildren were there except for the two oldest grandsons (Barrett Eller
Schake and Connor Lafitte Schake) who could not get away to travel then.
Below are some photos of their trip!

Anne Lafitte Eller and Thomas J. Eller celebrating their
50th Wedding Anniversary in Bath England in May 2013
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L to R: daughter Julie Eller Lafitte, son-in-law Steve Byerly, daughter Elizabeth Eller Byerly,
Thomas J. Eller, granddaughter Anna Katherine Eller, son Robert Lafitte Eller, wife Anne Lafitte
Eller, grandson Jeremiah Thomas Eller, daughter-in-law Kristen Eller.

L to R: daughter Julie Eller Lafitte, daughter-in-law Kristen Eller, grandson Jeremiah Thomas
Eller, son Robert Lafitte Eller, wife Anne Lafitte Eller, Thomas Julian Eller, granddaughter Anna
Katherine Eller, daughter Elizabeth Eller Byerly, son-in-law Steve Byerly.
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OBITUARIES

VERLIE LIONEL ELLER
Verlie Lionel Eller, born December 25, 1922, passed away October 24, 2013.
Verlie was born in Fannin County, GA. He served in the United States Army during
World War II in the European theater and was in the Battle of the Bulge. Verlie and his
wife Wilma moved to Arizona in 1967. He was the owner of Eller’s Upholstering in
Chandler.
Verlie was preceded in death by his wife of 70 years, Wilma, a brother Elmo and sisters
Jean Davis and Bonnie Bates. He is survived by his brothers, Kent Eller of Edgewater,
FL, James Paul (Zelda) Eller of Edgewater, FL and Edward (Betty) Eller of Dalton, GA,
sister, Lois (Lee) Hardy of Clinton, OH, daughters, Anna Marie Bliss of Mesa, AZ ,
Lauren (Dan) Liggett of Houston, TX and two grandchildren, Amy (Joseph) White of
Dallas, TX and Jeremy Liggett of Ft. Worth, TX.
There was a visitation at Falconer Funeral Home in Gilbert on October 27, Sunday
evening from 6PM to 8PM. Services were held at Southeast Valley Baptist Church in
Gilbert on Monday, October 28 at 10AM.
In lieu of flowers the family asked that donations be made to the International Baptist
College & Seminary, 2211 West Germann Road, Chandler, AZ 85286
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KENT T. ELLER
Kent T. Eller, age 88, of Edgewater, died Wednesday, April 30, 2014 at Halifax Health
Hospice of Volusia’s Edgewater Care Center.
Born in Padena, Georgia, Mr. Eller, an automotive tire builder and owner of Eller Washer
and Dryer Repair, moved to Florida in 1998 from Clinton, Ohio. He served in the United
States Army, was a member of Hemptown Baptist Church in Hemp, Georgia, enjoyed
golf, fishing, bowling and playing games, and loved his family.
Survivors include 1 sister, Lois (Lee) Hardy of Clinton, Ohio; 2 brothers, Edward (Betty)
Eller of Dalton, Georgia, and James Paul (Zelda) Eller of Edgewater; 2 surrogate
grandchildren, Cheyanne Schenck of Rittman, Ohio and Doug Robinson of Barberton,
Ohio; and many nieces and nephews. Mr. Eller was preceded in death by his parents,
Norman and Clara Eller; his wife of 54 years, Madaline Faye Church Eller; 2 brothers,
Elmo and Verlie Lionel Eller; and 2 sisters, Bonnie Bates and Clara Jean Davis.
Funeral service will be 12:00 p.m. Friday, May 2, 2014 at Settle-Wilder’s New Smyrna
Beach chapel, with Pastor John Marsh, Bella Vista Baptist Church, officiating.
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Delores Bates Hutson
Delores Bates Hutson died Sunday, Sept. 15, 2013, following a lengthy battle with cancer.
Delores is survived by her husband, Rickey Hutson, of Sanger, Texas; one son, Jacen Keith
Baugh; one granddaughter Lauren Ashley Baugh; one grandson, Jacen Anthony Baugh, all
of Soddy-Daisy; four sisters, Nita Schaerer, of Pilot Point, Texas, Linda Faye Taylor, of
Gainesboro, Tenn., Norma Crawford of Ringgold, Ga. and Glenda Burris of Trion, Ga.; many
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. In lieu of flowers contributions may be made to
GIST Cancer Research Fund. A gathering of family members and friends were held in
Chattanooga, on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2013, at 1 p.m. followed by Memorial Services at 2 p.m.
at Turner Funeral Home, located at 3913 Webb Road off Highway 58. A second Memorial
was held in Dallas, Texas at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 29, 2013 at Dalton and Son Funeral
Home, located at 1550 North Stemmons Freeway, Lewisville.
(Delores was the Niece of Ed Eller, Lois Hardy and Paul Eller)

Linda Faye Taylor
Linda Faye Bates Taylor died Sunday, Jan. 26, 2014, at her home in Gainesboro, Tenn.
She is survived by her daughter, Melanie Gavami, of Bethpage, Tenn.; one granddaughter,
Robyn Praught; one grandson, Michael Gavami; one great-granddaughter, Sage Praught;
three sisters, Nita (Ray) Schaerer, of Pilot Point, Texas, Norma (Ray) Crawford, of Ringgold,
Ga., and Glenda (David) Burris, of Trion, Ga. Linda Faye was preceded in death by one
daughter, Jennifer Robin Putnam; her husband, Louis Taylor; parents, J.B. and Bonnie
Bates; one brother, Walton Bates and one sister, Delores Bates (Rick) Hutson. A Memorial
service was held at 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 2, 2014, at Lakeview Wesleyan Church, located at
13 South Center St., Rossville.
(Linda was the Niece of Ed Eller, Lois Hardy and Paul Eller)
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their
particular family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort. We owe to the present
generation and those of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our
common roots and heritage.
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the
quickest and most efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical
information.
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and
associated family lines worldwide to:
Discover and preserve our historical past
Report current events and ongoing contributions
Develop and expand current family ties
Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments
Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future.
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in
February, May, August and November. Information on all Ellers in the United States and
Europe, from the 17th century to the current time is being gathered and made available.
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known)
and send with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime
membership, payable to the Eller Family Association to:

Ed Eller
Eller Family Association
3009 East Walnut Avenue
Dalton, GA 30721
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EFA ORGANIZATION
President:

Lauren Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

(281)578-8141
missliggy@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Anna Marie Bliss 4217 East Carmel Ave
Mesa, AZ 85206

(480)396-3364
ajbliss3343@yahoo.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, GA 30721

(706)278-1516
eeller@edsshoes.net

Directors:

Joe R. Eller

2610 Nantucket Drive
(336)765-7353
Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net

Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive
(719)632-2259
Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com
137 4th St, PO Box 51
Meldrin, GA 31318

(912)748-4408
gcellison2@hotmail.com

Janice Day Cheek 4400 Ocoee Street N
Cleveland, TN 37312

(423)304-3990
jmdcheek@hotmail.com

Director & Web Master

Harvey Powers

150 Merrymount Rd
Boydton, VA 23917

(434)689-5549
harv@harveypowers.com

Editor:

Randy Poplin

1911 Tara Place
Dalton, GA 30720

(706)529-7485
rpoplin@dutil.com

Historian:

Dean Eller

2610 Nantucket Drive
(336)765-7353
Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net

Gene Ellison

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer:
To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association
To report a change of address
To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles
To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles
To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by
James W. Hook (1957) @ $32 ea
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site.
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org

