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That's right, time is running out, but you can still 
make your reservations to attend the 1998 Labor 
Day Weekend Eller Family Reunion in Hiawassee, 
Georgia if you act soon! 

To make your reservations, contact: 
Ed Eller 

1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
Dalton, GA 70720 

Home Phone: 706-278-1516 
Office Phone: 706-259-3510 

Please make your reservations early as rooms must be reserved in 
blocks of four. Cancellations must be made at least a week in advance. 



Ell~ FAUll~ ASSOCIATION 
UNAUDITED 1997 FINAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

DESCRIPTION BUDGET ACTUAL OYER : DESCRIPTION BUDGET ACTUAL (OYER) 
UNENCUMBERED FUNDS INCOUE 1997 (UNDER) : UNENCUMBERED FUNDS EXPENSES 1997 UNDER 

: ADUIN. SUPPLIES 
I 
I 

DUES $3,750.00 $31165.00 ($585.00) ; OFF. SUPPLIES $50.00 $114.46 (f64.46) 
CHRONICLES $0.00 $185.00 $185.00 : POSTAGE $250.00 8146.91 $103.09 
DONATIONS-GENERAL $0.00 $10.00 $10.00 ; PHOTOS/COPIES $25.00 $0.00 $25.00 
II!SC. INCOUE $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 I 

I ------- -----
I $325.00 $261.37 $63.63 ---- ---- -----' TOTALS $3,750.00 $3,400.00 ($350.00) 

• UISC/CONTRACTUAL 

97 CONFERENCE $750.00 $749.89 $0.11 
CHRONICLES $31000.00 $2,087 '18 $912.82 
LEGAL/PROF FEES $0.00 $0.00 $D.OO 
PUB. RELATIONS $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

: TRANS LA liONS $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
: SEC'Y BOND $90.00 $86.47 $3.53 

$3,840.00 $2,923,54 $916.46 
I 
I 

: TOTALS $4,165.00 $3,184.91 $980.09 
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DESCRIPTION 
SPECiAL PROJECTS 

ENCUMBERED ENCUMBERED 
BEGIN. BAL DEPOSITS 

RESTORATION 
RESEARCH 
GIIE-REPRINTS• 
JOSEPH ELLER 
ARCHIVES 
CHRONICLES RESERVES 
97 CONFERENCE RESERVE. 
CONFERENCE INCOME 
PUBLICATIONS 
ADAII BIFFLE 

$800.00 
$358.29 
$U.05 

$245.00 
$155.00 
$5U.10 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$1,153.64 
$375.00 

$4,295.D8 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$470.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 

$70.00 
$3,942.54 
$1 '104.50 

$68.20 
$0.00 

$5,655.24 
• 

BEGIN. BANK BALANCE 1/1/96 - BUDGET FUNDS 
- ENCUMBERED FUNDS 

TOTAL BANK BALANCE 1/1/96 

' TOTAL INCOME - All FUNDS - 1997 
'' TOTAL EXPENSE - ALL FUNDS - 1997 

TOTAL BANK BALANCE 12/31/97 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

NANCY ELLER, SEC'Y/TREASURER 

EHCUIIBERED I ACTUAl I 

TOTALS : EXPENSES 1997 

$800.00 $0.00 
$358.29 ($69.74) 
$514.05 $0.00 
$245.00 $0.00 
$155.00 $0.00 
$634.10 $0.00 

$3,942.54 ($3,971.59) 
$1,104.50 $0.00 
$1,821.U $0.00 

$375.00 

$91950.32 ~ $4 1 041. 33) 
u 

UNENCUUBEREDED FUND BALANCE 12/31/97 
ENCUMBERED FUND BALANCE 12/31/97 

TOTALS 
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INTERFUND 
TRANSFER 

$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 

$29.05 
($29.05) 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$0.00 

ENCUMBERED 
BALANCE 

uoo.oo 
$288.55 
$51'.05 
$245.00 
$155.00 
$634.10 

$0.00 
$1,075.45 
$1,821.84 

$375.00 

$5,908.99 

$1,175.89 
U,295.08 

$5,470.97 
--------------------------

$9,055.24 
($7,228.24) 

$7,299.97 
--------------------------

$1 '390 .98 
$5,908.99 

$7,299.97 
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Dear George, 

As a past president of our organiza
tion, I want to welcome you, whole
heartedly, to the Eller Family Associa
tion. Your interest and enthusiasm will 
bring new life to the E.F.A. 

And, I commend you and Sawina for 
taking on the editorship of The 
Chronicles. Gerald and Juanita have 
masterfully carried the responsibility of 
this publication from its inception in 
1987. I am quite aware of their wish to 
pass the torch. 

Your contributions to the February 
issue I find most interesting. Your 
pilgrimage, as reported, is to be com
mended. 

The cover photograph of Elom Eller 
bears a striking resemblance to my 
Great Grandfather, Harvey Eller (Sim
eon, John, Peter, George Michael)! 

It has always fascinated me that our 
search for GME's birth place might 
coincide with that of the Huber 
(Hoover) family. Your information on 
Andreas Huber stimulates my curiosity 
yet (page 25). 

I have always speculated or wondered 
if GME came to America with means. 
This really stems from the rather re
markable estate he left. This could 
have been amassed in the 35 years he 
lived here but it still sticks in my mind 
that GME arrived here with an endow
ment from his family. Which, if the 
case, it would seem plausible that the 
Hubers and Ellers were of a similar 
social standing. 

You report that Andreas Huber was 
born at Ellerstadt, district Dunkheim. 
Might the district be Durkheim? Bad 
Durkheim is just outside of Mannheim. 
Of course we must realize that names 
of places in 17 40 might not even exist 
today. Gerald does have records of 
Ellers immigrating from Mannheim. 

If only GME had recorded his birth 
place when he took the oath upon 
arrival! James W. Hook was so frus
trated about this issue. Hook, by the 
way, was my second cousin. 

With all best regards to you and 
Sawina in your efforts to further the 
cause of the Eller Family Associa
tion. I look forward to meeting you 
both at some point. 

Sincerely, 
Lynn Eller 

42 28th Street N. W. 
Atlanta, GA 30309-1806 

Our Mission for 
The Eller Chronicles 

In order to be as fair as possible, 
material is published in the order it is 
received unless prior arrangements 
were made with the submitter to 
schedule the material for a particular 
issue. 

The Eller Family Association is an 
organization for all Eller descendants 
regardless of their ancestral immi
grant line. 

The Eller Family Association does 
not discriminate against any Eller 
descendant based on ancestry, reli
gion, political view, education, or 
life-style. 

Those submitting material to The 
Eller Chronicles are responsible for 
its accuracy. 

The editor reserves the right to 
reformat and edit material submitted 
for publication. 

The Eller Chronicles welcomes 
constructive feedback from readers. 

The Chronicles will try to publish 
at least 30 pages per issue. 

Finances for The Eller Chronicles 
are handled by The Eller Family 
Association and its officers. 

Dear George and Sawina, 

My name is Bethel Eller Stolte and I 
reside in Atwood, Kansas. I'm on the 
Board of Directors for the Eller Associa
tion and am also Historian for the organi
zation. 

I want to say how wonderful it is that 
you will be doing the Chronicles!! I know 
Gerald has wanted to retire for a while -
I've been reading all your articles in the 
Chronicles and I was impressed about the 
starting you had -- North Carolina! 

I went to the first reunion in July -
Salisbury -- with my first cousin, Lynn 
Eller, Atlanta, Georgia, and his sister, 
Dorothy Vaughn, from Little Rock. It 
was nice meeting all the family and then 
Lynn took us up to Wilksboro to New 
Hope Cemetery and we saw all the graves 
of our ancestors. It was so exciting!!! 

Then I went back to Salisbury when we 
were deciding on the library to put the 
Eller History in. We met with Evelyn 
Stallings and had a tour of the library. 
That is where all the history books from 
each reunion are kept. I just finished the 
one from Ft. Worth, so we'll take it to 
California and Gerald usually takes it 
back to North Carolina. 

My background is George Michael, Pe
ter, John, Simeon, Harvey, Tom A., Clive 
H., and myself. 

The people here in Atwood are from the 
George Michael and Leonard, but I'm not 
sure of the others. She came and bor
rowed my Eller Book and the new 
Chronicles as it had so much about the 
Leonard family. I know Van and Betty 
Eller from Indiana and have enjoyed vis
iting with them. 

I talked to Gerald and Juanita Saturday 
and was glad you got acquainted with 
Walton, Nancy, Van, John, and Lucy. I 
think most of the Band was there except 
for myself, Winnie, and Hazel! 

If I can help in any way, feel free to call 
or write me. I will look forward to seeing 
you both in 1999 in California. 

As ever, 
Bethel Eller Stolte 

203 Bluf!Street 
Atwood, KS 67730-2135 



I am searching my great-grandfather, John Eller. I have 
no dates on him. He married Amelia Meyres, they had 8 
children. Edna Mae born 5/25/1906 Grace, Clarence, 
Myrtle, Charles, Emily [birth dates unknown]. There are 
2 more names, but I don't know them, my grandmother 
only talked of these. 

Myrtle lived in California, near my Grandmother. 
Grace married an Indian, they had one daughter, her 
name was Irma, I remember in 1960 we went to 
Oklahoma to visit her brothers in McAlester and Krebs 
area. But the family originally lived in Miami, Cardin, 
Picher, OK. 

The story my grandmother told was most of them were 
born in Indian Territory, Kansas, and Oklahoma. They 
lived in Cardin when my father was born in 1924. 

Edna Mae Eller Salmon was the youngest of the Eller 
children. She always told me she used to take care of her 
sisters' children while they all worked in the fields, she 
would tell me she had nieces and nephews as old or 
older than her. Edna lived till 1993 she was 86 years old. 
I am the oldest of her grandchildren. She had 7 
grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren, 8 great-great
grandchildren. Till her death we had 5 generations alive. 

I would love to find the Eller families so I could know of 
some of this family as I must have many living relatives. 

I am just starting with the Eller surname. Grandfather 
John Eller Kansas/OK. No birth or death dates. 

Edna Mae Eller my grandmother was his daughter, there 
were 7 other siblings, Edna being the youngest, born 
5/25/1906 Indian territory. John was married to Amelia 
Mayers/Meyres, Clarence. All were born in Choctaw, 
OK, or on the border line OK/KS. Grandma used to tell 
me her father raised and trained Tennessee Walking 
Horses. I have no further info on this line of Ellers. 

Grandma lived in Cardin, OK. My father was also born 
there. They moved to California in the '30s. I know that 
John died in the late '20s or early '30s. As Amelia came 
to California, with her second husband. They lived in 
North Hollywood. They owned property on Lankershire 
Blvd. She died in the '40s, as I do remember her and her 
husband. 

If you can help with this line, I would really appreciate 
it, or if you could steer me in the right direction. 

Thanks, 
Raejean Glenn, 

raejean@ctaz. com 

The Eller Chronicles is now on the 
World Wide Web! 

!Jttp://mem/Jers.tripod. com!- The_EIIer_ C/1ronic/es 



Glenn Eller Shoots for Olympic Gold in 2000 

By Nancy Eller 
Secretary, Eller Family Association 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS (January 31) 

-- In January, sixteen year old Glenn 

Eller of Katy, 

Texas was 

named to the 

1998 National 

Junior Olympic 

Shotgun Team. 

This honor will 

permit Glenn to 

train for the 

Olympic Shot

gun events at the 

U.S. Olympic 

Training Center 

in Colorado 

Springs, Colo

rado. As a mem

ber of the team 

he will compete 

in the United 

States National 

Shotgun Cham-

While Glenn only began competing in 
the Olympic shotgun trap target events 
last year, he is no stranger to national 
and international clay target shotgun 
events. Glenn began shooting sporting 
clays at the age of eight and seriously 
competing at eleven. 

Walton Glenn Eller Ill 

Glenn has won gold, silver and 
bronze medals at the NSCA's 
National Championships compet
ing in the junior classes and has 
gold medals from the World En
glish and British Open sporting 

clay champion
ships. 

Competing at the 
British Open in 
Shugborough, En
gland last year he 
became the first 
American to win 
the junior title in 
this prestigious 
event, which has 
been held annually 
for more than 50 
years. 

This Taylor High 
School sophomore 
practices four to 
five days a week. 
ten months out of 
the year. His im
mediate goal is to 
perform well as a 

pionships being 

held in Atlanta, 

Georgia in June 

as well as the 

National Junior 

Olympic Shoot-

(Walton Glenn Eller, Jr. - Walton Glenn Eller, Sr. -- Alvis Guthrie Eller -
James Granville Eller - James Jacob Eller -- Jacob Eller - Joseph Eller -

Jacob Eller, Jr. - Jacob Eller, the Immigrant) 

member of the Jun
ior Olympic Shot
gun Team. His 
overall goal is to with his coach, Jay Herbert, 

after British Open Sporting Clays Championship, August, 1997 earn a position on 
the men's U.S.A. 

ing Championships held in August at 

Colorado Springs. 

Individuals twenty-one and under are 

selected annually to the Junior Team 

based on their shotgun shooting ac

complishments and academic achieve

ments in school. 

He has been selected to the National 
Sporting Clays Association's (NSCA) 
All American Sub-Junior Team for the 
past four years and as a member of the 
1997 Junior Team, represented the 
United States at a world clay target 
championship in Sun City, South Af
rica. 

l:ti< €Jii;r a;.,..;nr. 
~\amc JUl. JNUC .2 

l'D<Jp '"" 

Shooting Team 
that will represent the United 
States in the 2000 Olympics in 
Sydney, Australia. 

Glenn is the grandson of Walton 
G. Eller, Sr., E.F.A. President 
and Nancy Eller, E.F.A. Secre
tary. 



Glenn Eller Selected for Junior Olympic Shotgun Team 
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Page 6 Town & Country 

Local Resident, Van Eller, Wins 
''Conservation Far01er of ·the Year'' 

Van Eller was recently honored 

at the Annual Meeting of the 
Indiana Association of Soil & 
Water Conservation Districts, with 
the "Conservation Farmer of the 
Year" award for the Wapahani 
Natural Resources Region. As part 
of the nomination process, a short 
narrative was written about the 
Eller operation giving some 
background on Van and a little 
history of the family farm. 
Following is the narrative. 

Eller's Bridge Farms started in 
1831 when Joseph Eller purchased 
the original 40 acres, and it later 
became a registered Hoosier 
Homestead Fann in August 1976. 

Until about 10 years ago, Van 
and his wife Betty farmed 1150 
acres in the community, most of 
which was leased. A com and 
soybean rotation was followed on 
most of these acres, using a 
conservation tillage system. In 
1989, Van converted to a total no
till system to conserve soil. 

Little by little, urban 
development has reduced the 1150 
farmed acres back to the original 
40 acres, plus 540 acres acquired 
through tax-defered exchange 
forced by the development. The 
original family farm ( 40 acres) 
remains mostly intact due to 166 
years of good farm husbandry. 

Van graduated from high 
school in 1939, attended the 
University of Southern California 
(Aeronautics Division), and in 
early 1941 was assigned to North 
American Aviation for the 
production of B-25-B Bombers, 
used in the bombing of Tokyo. 
Following this he was involved 
with other similar aircraft projects 
during the war. 

Returning home, Van was 
eager to get back to farming. He 
used 2-12-6 dry fertilizer in those 
days to produce 36 bushels/acre 
com, which was actually pretty 
good compared to others in the 
neighborhood. A short time later, 
Van attended a Co-Op seminar at 
Purdue and heard the late 
Professor Scarcepf give a report 
on his findings that .. we were 
using too little fertilizer". His 
findings revealed that .. if you did 
not feed the whole com plant aru1 
the weeds, the weeds would win 
and the com yield would suffer". 
Van never forgot that. 

1;ije ~ITe-r 4:ljronicfea 
t>ofume XII, Jaaue 2 

mcrp 1998 
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The local Co-Op, which Van 
served on, was very aggressive and 
helpful in upgrading plant food and 
its availability, and in supplying 
and applying herbicides as they 
became available. Always an avid 
reader of agricultural publications 
and a participant in Ag Seminars, 
Van was able to evaluate and try 
many of the new farming 
technologic:s and practices over the 
years. In his effort to save soil, 
prevent erosion and protect the 
c:nvironmcnt, these practices 
evolved into a total no-till system 
in 1989. 

The Eller home is located at the 
outlet of a 400 acre watershed, and 
in 1975 the local SWCD designed 
and installed a pipe structure to 
control erosion on adjoining 
property Van was farming. Due to 
urban sprawl on three sides of the 
farm, the structure has since been 
removed and re-arranged by 
developers, but not to the 
satisfaction ofVan and the SWCD. 
Van is stiJl working at getting this 
situation corrected. 

A recent purchase of land, some 
highly erodible, now presents a 
new challenge for the Ellers, who 
plan to install efficient grass 
waterways and other needed 
practices to control erosion, build 
up the soil, improve timber stands 
and wildlife habitat. They are 
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thankful that they will have help in 
their conservation efforts due to a 
highly motivated nephew and 
friends who share many of their 
views, and will carry on their 
conservation projects into the 
future. 

In addition to the above 
accomplishments, Van has served 
the community in many ways. He 
was one of the original signatories 
<l f ih.; pt: :! iiuu io c:~L<.~bi ish the.: 
Hamilton County Soil & Water 
Conservation District in 1968. He 
served as a Supervisor from 1986 
to 1993. and is currently an 
Associate Supavisor. In addition, 
Van has chaired the NACO Great 
Lakes Regional Meeting for the 
Water and Food Resources Act, 
and has actively represented the 
Uisuict on ~..:ommitics such as, the 
Committee for Water Resources, 
Urban Dcvdopment and 
Wat~rshl"l.! of Area Ill, and the 
Hoosier lleartland Urban 
Committee. lit:: has grasiously 
hosted both the County Soil 
Judging Contt:st and the Rcgion~ll 
Soil Judging Contest in previous 
years. 

Van is an enthusiastic forester, 
planning for future generations by 

planting IOU black walnut tn:cs in 
u pluntution two years ago. These 
are the patented trl!~:s developed 
by Dr. Walter Beineke of Purdue 
University. Van has also planted a 
variety of hardwoods and conifers, 
planning for a future Nature 
Research Arbortorium li.lr the 
community. In addition, he has 
served on Senator Lugar's 
Agriculture Committee, ~:md on 
the County Weed Control Board 
1ll Jc:vdup reguiations io control 
noxious weeds. 

Other areas of community 
service include, the local Farm 
Bureau Co-Op ( 1964 to I Y73 as 
Director, and two terms on the 
Executive Committee), the Farm 
Credit Co-Op Board for 25 years 
(23 years on the loan committee), 
past president of the Lion's Club 
and 40-year member, member of 
the Experimental Aircraft 
Association - Chapter 6 7 ( tinancl! 
officer), membt:r of the Squadron 
Three Warbirds. mt:mbcr of the 
local school board, member of the 
Masonic Lodge, and member uf 

the Methodist Church. Van 
granted the U.S . (lcological 

Town & Country 

levels. In his "spare time" Van built 
a rq1lica 1.-~ "( ir~tsshoppcr" 

airplane. which he 11il.'s as often as 
h~: can. 

Van has put considaabll! effort 
into being a good ste\vard of the 
land. while still managing to farm 
efficiently and successfully. Wht:n 
he acquires new land it is not long 
bctore changes start to take place 
Grass waterways, woodland and 
\Vildlifi.: habitat improvement. 
drainage tile and pasture 
improvl!ment are examples. Van 
not only plans ti.1r th~: present but 
future generations <IS wdl, in 
conservation projects such as his 
black walnut, conitcr and 
hardwood plantings. Even though 
in the path of development. he has 
managed to preserve a 
natural/agricultural arl!a among 
urban sprawl while most other 
lam.lowncrs have "caslH:d in" .... and 
this is quite admirahlt!. The public 
will bl.'nclit from this both directly 
and indin:ctly in the years to come. 

<. ' ungr~llttlations tu Van & 13clty 
Eller. We appreciate your lifetime 
of dl!Jic~ttiun and cummitunent to 

Sun·,:y, Dt!pt. nf lnfl·,·ior a silL" h!· t' tmo;t>n <~I i"n. 
a 2" observation well to sample 
ground water and measure water 

WANTED!!! Higll School Student!i· 111terestetl in the Envirolllllellt 

I [ave fun with a team of Hamilton County students while becoming en\·irun;nentally aware during 
ENVIROTHON -a competitive learning event where your knowledge of rnvironmcnwl resources will be 
testt:d. 

Cathy Myers, our new Conservation Education Coordinator, will be working with thi.' students to increase 

their knowledge of soils, water, forestry, wildlife, and current environmental issues. If you \'r'Ou!J like to join 
our team and learn, while having pizza and fun, or if you know of any student in gradl.'s L) through 12 that 
might be interested, please call Cathy at 773-1432 for more information. 

"t;ije ~!fer Cl)ronic:fea 
t>ofume :!(fi, Ieaue 2 
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0 



Van Eller Honored as Conservation Farmer of the Year 

Eller receives 
farmer award 

FISHERS -Van Eller of 
h~h~r<; w.1~ rc~o.·.:ntlv honMetl at 
the annual lnC:L'linl,! .of the InJi-

ana A:osocia
tiun oi Soil 
and \Vater 
Comervatinn 
District~ with 
thc Con~en·a
tion Farmer 
of the: Yc:ar 
;m a rd. 

Ahhough 
Ellt:r':i farm i~ 
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Cunsorvation l'armur u[ tl10 Yuur (cuuriuucu) 

VAN ELLER (Hamilton County) 
The first 40 acres of the farm near Fishers where Van and 

Betty Eller currently live were purchased in 1831 by Joseph Eller 
and have remained in the family. In 1976, the enterprise (orig· 
inally named Eller's Bridge Farms) became a registered Hoosier 
Homestead Farm. During Van and Belty's tenure, the operation 
grew to nearly 1,150 acres, most of which were leased. 

About ten years ago, however, pressures from urban devel
opment began to slowly reduce the size of the operation. Today, 
Van farms approximately 700 acres, most of which are no-tilled. 
Nearly 100% of his land is adequately protected from soil ero· 
sian. A recent purchase of land, some of which is highly erod
ible, now presents a new challenge for the Ellers. They plan to 
install grassed waterways, to continue utilizing conservation 
measures and practices, and to improve their forested acres 
Lhrough the use of timber stand unprovement. 

Conservation practices applied, No-till planting to control 
soil erosion - Utilization of a conservation cropping sequence 
-Woodland improvement- Pasture management - Installa
tion of grass waterways and grade stabilization structures . 

Service to the district. One of the original signatories of the 
petition to start the Hamilton Co. SWCD- Served as supervisor 
(regular and associate) - Served as SWCD chair and treasurer 
-Chaired the NACD Great Lakes Region meeting for the Water 
and Food Resources Act - Represented the SWCD on the state 
water resource committee, the Hoosier Heartland RC&D urban 
committee, and the Area Ill IASWCD urban development and 
watershed committees - Has hosted the county and regional 
soil judging contests. 

Community activities. Farm Bureau director and member of 
the executive committee- Director of the Farm Credit Coop
Member and president of the Lions Club- School board mem· 
her - Member of the Masonic Lodge - Member of Senator 
Lugar's agriculture committee - Served on the Hamilton Co. 
weed board- Member of the Experimental Aircraft Association 
and the Squadron Three Warbirds. (Van also built a replica L· 
4 "Grasshopper" airplane, which he often flies.) 
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DEVON N. DAHL 

January 28, 1998 

Nancy Eller 
Eller Chronicles 
500 E. Mission Street 
Crowley, Texas 76036 

Dear Nancy, 

(714) 963-9797 

I recently received your name from Kathleen Stoker Overton indicating that you were my contact 
for the Eller Family Organization and who can place me on the list to receive the Eller Chronicles. 
I enclose $15.00 for that purpose as my annual dues. 

I also enclose a pedigree chart, so that you know how I tie into the Eller family. As you can see 
my great great great grandmother was Catherine Eller, who married Michael Stoker. I have been 
doing work on a multiplicity of my family lines during the last 25 years-but have only recently 
during a trip to Iowa come across Hope Graybill Carr, and Doris Lewis Burgess, who exposed 
me to the large family organization that exists on my Eller lines. Obviously, I'm interested. I've 
been off gathering almost 10,000 names back 28 generations on my Norwegian heritage during 
that past three years. I've learned Norwegian so that I can read the Bygde (Community) books 
and gather the data. Now I'm ready to pursue my Eller, Stoker, Graybill, McDaniel lines. 

I am currently writing a book on John Stoker and his ancestors and progeny. He is my great great 
grandfather, and have been gathering data to accomplish that purpose over several years. I was 
at the Stoker, Eller, Graybill, cemetery in Council Bluffs last November where Catherine is 
buried. I also was exposed to the book on George Michael Stoker by Hook. I was told it was 
out of print. so stood for hours and copied applicable information at an Office Depot. I'm now 
told that it's back in print by the Eller organization. I would appreciate knowing what is 
available, and how I might obtain back copies of the Eller Chronicales to add to my data base of 
information. 

It is my understanding that you have an Eller reunion planned in San Diego for 1999. I would 
appreciate details-because that's only 1 ~hours away from me. Thank you in advance for any 
courtesies that you might offer me regarding my Eller lines. 

Devon N. Dahl 
18152 Santa Arabella 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
(714) 962-0677 

18030 Brookhurst Street. Suite 3 • Fountain Vallev. Califprni~ 9~?08 
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OBITUARIES 

E. F. A. Loses Cherished Member 
I've been waiting to send you this article about Mr. Gerald Eller from the Medford Mail 
Tribune. 

I know he was one of our members; I met him about six years ago when I received a newsletter 
from the E.F.A. with the members' names and addresses in it. I lived in Medford then. I dropped 
him a card asking if he'd like to meet. We met the next Sunday morning at his church and he took 
me to lunch. He was a ~ nice and generous person. 

Please put something in the bulletin 
letting our members know we have 
lost an asset to our family. 

93 Year Old Man, 
His Dog Found Together 

Bv Paul Macomber 
ojrhe Mail Tribune 

Sincerely, 
Susan Chandler 
374 South 42nd Street 
Springfield, OR 97478-5941 

Submitted by Nancy Eller on behalf of Susan Chandler. 

MEDFORD, OREGON (December 27) An effort to keep warm on the frosty night after Christmas cost an elderly 
west Medford man his life in a bouse fire early Friday. 

Gerald Eller 93, died in a pre-dawn fire in his home at 756 Garfield Ave. His German shepherd, Moe, also died in 
the blaze. 
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a wood stove ignited 
nearby papers and fire
wood on the 24 degree 
morning, said Chuck 
Retzer of the Medford 
Fire Department. 

The home is owned by 
Don Young of Medford. 
He said Eller, who had 
retired from the US 
Navy, had been renting 
the home for 15 or 20 
years. 

Eller had no family in the area; investigators were 
attempting to notify a daughter, who lives in Lancaster, 
California. 

Tracy Smith, who lives across the street, reported the fire 
at 5:39a.m. 

"I heard this crackling," she said. "I thought it was rain at 
first, but I knew that wasn't right. Then I saw a glow and I 
thought our house was on fire." 

She roused her husband, Mitch, who hopped into a pair 
of trousers and raced across the street to see if he could 
help Eller. 

"I banged on the door and it was hot," he said. "I went 
around the back where he was sleeping and touched his 
window. I burned my hand. When I heard the sirens, I 
backed off." 

Incident commander Dale Mawhirter said the house was 
ablaze when fire fighters arrived. 

"There was orange rolling pretty high in the sky from the 
front of the house," he said. 

Engineer Wayne Painter and Chris Howard of the 
Medford Fire Department went into the home and found 
Eller in a hallway near the back door. They pulled him 
into the back yard, where efforts to resuscitate him were 
unsuccessful. The dog was found next to Eller. 

Oregon State Police fire investigator Wilbur Strait studies the 
charred house where a man died in Friday's fire. 

MaHTI'Ibune 
Bob Pennell 

Painter sprained his ankle pulling Eller from the home and was 
treated at Rogue Valley Medical Center, according to Fire Chief Dave 
Bierwiler. 

"Gerald was a fine Christian man; he loved the Lord," Tracy Smith, 
who had been a neighbor for the past 12 years. "He liked to go to 
church with us, at Applegate Christian Fellowship. He liked to bring 
doughnuts for the kids." 

She said he enjoyed sharing poetry and Scriptures and money. 

"He was very kind, a very generous man." she said. "He had a lot of 
friends." 

She said Eller took care of himself, and still drove a car until two 
years ago. She said Eller's wife had died before the Smiths moved to 
the neighborhood. 

"She had a greenhouse out back; he kept up a big garden until the 
last few years," Smith said. "I'd mow his field and he let us use his 
rototiller." 

Mawhirter said the blaze was contained in the front end of the home, 
but contents throughout were damaged by the heat and smoke. 

The owner said the property is insured and that he has no idea of the 
value of the damage. 

Submitted By Susan Chandler of Springfield, OR 



Feature Story: One Eller's Experience as a Soldier for the 
Confederate Army in the Civil War 

By Janine Eller Porter 

I was told several years ago that some of the libraries will purchase genealogy books. You may want to send out a notice 
to some to see if we get any orders. The ones I remember mentioned were the Family History Center in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, Allen County Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Newberry Library in Chicago, Illinois. 

I am sending an article from the latest issue of Rowan County Register concerning a John Eller who hanged himself 

Also enclosed is an article about my great-grandfather, Joseph Michael Franklin Eller's experience of being captured 
during the Civil War and escaping. I've meant to send it for some time. I don't know if it or part of it warrants being 
published in The Chronicles. 

I am happy you have found someone to take over the Chronicles. They have their job cut out for them to fill your shoes. 

Bye for now. 

Sincerely, 
Janine Eller Porter 
1209 Fernwood Court 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814 

Janine Eller Porter (Joseph Michael Franklin "Frank", Joseph, John Jacob, Jr., John Jacob, Sr.) 
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THE BENTON COUNTY PIONEER (ARKANSAS), VOL 3, NO.2, JAN 1958 

CIVIL WAR EXPERIENCES 
OF A BENTON COUNTY YOUTH 

As Told by the Late 
J. G. HEASLET 

I, J. G. Heaslet, of the State of Arkansas and Benton County, will endeavor to give some 
dates and incidences in the history and lives of the Heaslet's, and of our relations. 

My grandfather, George W. Heaslet was born in East Tennessee on February 17, 1782, and 
died in middle Tennessee in 1867, at the age of 85 years. My grandmother died in 1824. Her maiden 
name was Mary McEldry. She and grandfather were married in 1806, and to this union were born 
three sons and three daughters. John, the oldest died in 1824, at the age of 17 years. My father, 
James Heaslet, next oldest, was born April 14, 1809. For the daughters, I have no dates to give, only 
their names, Rachell Jane, Asberene, and Mary H. The next was a son, George W. Heaslet, Jr. 
Grandfather Heaslet married the second time. I have little account of this, only three were born to 
this union, two sons and one daughter, the last dying in infancy. The oldest son, William, was a 
Confederate soldier, who died in prison in Ohio. M. W. Heaslet, the other son, died in April1926. 
He was born October 19, 1843 and lived in Clinton, Kentucky. I have very little knowledge ofmy 
mother's people, either historical or otherwise. My grandfather on mother's side was William 
Edwards. He died somewhere in Arkansas in 1823. My grandmother's maiden name was Stanton, 
(Sarah). My mother's family moved from Illinois to Arkansas when she was three years old. It Wl:lS 

then called the Louisiana Purchase. The large family of my mother's folk's consisted of 13 children, 
seven sons and six daughters. The sons' names were: Nicholas, Elizah, Joseph, Ninyou, Thomas, and 
William. The daughters were: Maryann, Rebecca, Sousan, Nancy, Mourning and Sarah. 

My father was born and raised near Knoxville, Tenn., leaving there at the age of21 years. 
He landed at Cane Hill, in Washington County, Ark., in Dec. 1830. My father and mother were 
married Oct. 18, 1832. They had ten children, four sons and six daughters. Their names, births and 
deaths follow: Mary Jane, born Sept. 14, 1833, died Oct. 29, 1918. William E., born May 9, 1835, 
died Aug. 16, 1863. Asberene was born April 29, 183 7, and died Oct. 2, 1922. N arcissa, born Dec. 
1838, died Jan. 1839. George W. was born Mar. 29, 1840, died Apr. 8, 1863. Francis M. born Feb. 
22, 1842, died Oct. 31, 1862. There are at the present time four of us living. They are Joseph G., 
born Aug. 2, 1844, Sarah E., born Nov. 28, 1846, Amanda Belle, born July 27, 1849, and Martha W., 
born Sept. 11, 1851. (Note: J. G. Heaslet, writer of this story, died since above was written, on May 
13, 1926). My father died Sept. 28, 1880. My mother was born Jan. 25, 1812 and died Sept. 20, 
1881. They are both buried in the Heaslet cemetery on the homestead, two miles north ofDecatur, 
Benton County, Ark. 

My futher-in-law, Hiram Gholson, emigrated from East Tennessee, Hawkins County, with his 
family in the year 1850, and came to Arkansas. He owned a nice farm on the beautiful North fork 
ofthe Spavinaw, and it was there I fell in love and courted his youngest daughter, Anis. She was a 
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beautiful woman, and we were married on the 12th of July, 1866. To this union were born ten 
children, as follows: John F., born July 26, 1867; Wm P., born Oct. 16, 1869; Nicholas S., born Sept. 
30, 1872; Thomas T., born May 14, 1875; Walter M., born Feb. 9, 1878; Florence, born Aug. 28, 
1883; Pleasant G., born Feb. 2, 1885; Oliver S., born Jan. 30, 1888; Infant girl born dead Aug. 8, 
1890. My dear companion was born in Hawkins County, Tenn. on July 29, 185_ and died May 24, 
1918, in Benton County, Arkansas, and was buried at Bethel Cemetery two miles south of Gravette. 
My father-in-law, Hiram Gholson, died in Mason Valley on the 11th of July 1890, and was buried in 
the Springtown Cemetery. His widow also died in Mason Valley, on the 11th of July 1890, and was 
buried by his side. The Gholson children are as follows: Henry, George, Jane, Madison, John, who 
was killed by the Missouri militia in Gordon Hollow, Benton County, Ark., on Nov. 9, 1863, and was 
buried in Bethel Cemetery. Pleasant, Mary, and Anis, all of these have passed out ofthis mode of 
existence, and are resting with the Silent Majority, from whence no one has ever returned. There is 
one thing that is remarkable about father's and mother's children. There were ten children, and there 
was only one natural death by illness in this family for a space of eighty-five years. 

When the Civil War broke out in the Spring of 1861, a good many men in their thirties, and 
boys in their teens were anxious to be enlisted in some company to protect the Confederate states. 
A man by the name of Daniel McKisick that had served in the Mexican War, and knew something of 
the tactics, made up a company of cavalry. Two of my brothers, William and Francis, joined the 
company. I wanted to join so bad, I didn't know what to do with myself. My father wasn't willing, 
and I stayed at home that year and helped to make the crops. The government laid off a camp ground 
on Batie's Prairie for the soldiers and called it Camp Walker. It was about a mile of Maysville, 
Benton County, Arkansas. There were companies made up all over the State, and brought up to 
Camp Walker to drill, so the would be efficient in the maneuvers of :fire-arms. The troops stayed here 
and drilled till the last of July, when they broke camp and marched up to Missouri near Springfield. 
Also some Texas troops were rushed up there just in time for the Wilson Creek battle. 

The Southern Army had been in Missouri but a few days, when Gen. Lyons, who commanded 
the Federal troops, marched against them at Wilson Creek on the morning of August 10, 1861, and 
a hot battle raged for several hours, terminating in favor of the Southern troops, General Lyons being 
among the dead. A considerable number of the boys on both sides were killed or wounded. My 
brother William had his right thumb shot off, and was cut in eleven places in his left side by a bomb 
bursting close to him. After this battle, the State troops were disbanded, and nothing more of note 
was done in our country, during the remainder ofthe year. 

I joined Capt. Harden's Company about the 4th of July, 1862, near the town of Bloomfield, 
that was built up after the war had ended. In the latter part of the year, Capt. Harden was promoted 
to the office of Major, and W. H. Hendren, our First Lieutenant, was promoted to Captaincy of our 
Company "B". It was the Second Company ofVolunteers made up in the Regiment. I served in this 
Company till the end ofthe war. We had a very large Company, over 100 men when first made up. 
Some of those who lived in my neighborhood were: F. M. Heaslet, my brother, Steve Fair, Frank 
Fair, George Fair, and Joe Fair, Yell Hastings, John Phillips, Bill Phillips, Jim Harmon, Ben Harmon, 
Murph Harmon, Jim Covey, Welk (Welcome Boy) Covey, S. H. Setser, Jake Setser and Jake Wilson. 
The country we occupied during the summer and fall of 1862 was the Indian country and South 
Missouri. There was little done ofnote during the summer, though we did some hard riding and 
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scouting. 

About the first of September our Brigade moved up to Newtonia, Missouri. Our army had 
been there but a few days, when the Federal forces were brought against us and we had quite a battle. 
The result was in favor of the Confederates. We captured considerable spoil and took a good many 
prisoners. The Federal forces fell back for reinforcements, and in a few days they marched against 
us again. There were about twenty of us soldiers on picket guard the night before they drove us out. 
There were three ofthe guard taken from my Company, Steve Fair, Yell Hastings, and mysel£ We 
heard the Federals coming an hour or more before daylight. It was about daylight when they came 
in sight of us, nearly a mile off. We formed a line and ordered them to halt, but they wouldn't halt 
worth a cent and we fired at them They didn't return fire and we leaped off into town and when we 
got to town, the army was on the run, and we concluded to run too. Steve Fair, Yell Hastings and 
myself stayed together and we ran through the retreating army and didn't find our Company. We got 
to Pineville and went to the hote~ and got our dinner and came on home that night. We had travelled 
a distance of about 65 miles that day. In a few days the Federal Army came on down into Benton 
County and camped on the Gholson farm on North Spavinaw. 

At this time, most of our Company were in this country and while they were scouting around, 
a scout of Federals ran into a bunch of our boys, and my brother, Francis was killed on the 31st of 
October, 1862. He was killed about ten miles west ofBentonville on the ridge between the two 
Spavinaws. The Federals buried my brother in a field on North Spavinaw. We found his grave a few 
days afterwards and took him up and brought him home to bury him in the family cemetery on the 
Heaslet homestead. This was my first real grief that fell across my path. My long cherished playmate 
brother was dead. We had been together nearly all our lives, and were apart very little, until the Civil 
War. 

Previous to this time, there had gotten up a personal difference between my brother William 
and a man by the name of John Ingle. He and some of his mob waylaid my brother a short distance 
from his house and fired several shots at him from the brush. He was hit by three bullets, but none 
ofthem were very serious. A little over a month later, my brother William and my brother-in-law, 
William Rodgers were travelling the road after night, when all at once they were halted and ordered 
to surrender. My brother, thinking they were some of our own men, surrendered, and when he found 
who they were, behold it was John Ingle and his mob. They took my brother and Rodgers back in 
the hills and kept them all night and all next day. My brother, suspecting they were going to kill them, 
told John Ingle that he believed they were going to kill them, and if they were, "all I ask of you is to 
give me back my pistols and tell me when to commence." John Ingle said, "Bill Heaslet, do you think 
I would kill you when if it hadn't been for you and Francis Heaslet, I could have been dead and in hell 
long ago?" (This had reference to some exploiting that occurred while they were in the battle of 
Wilson Creek.) In the evening ofthis memorable day, Nov. 28, 1862, as dark began to hover the 
earth, Ingle's mob said they were going to move camp. My brother and Rodgers were ordered to get 
on their horses and start to move. Rodgers rode up to the side of my brother and my brother told him 
that they were going to kill them, and for them not to ride together, so they can kill them both at one 
shot, and Rodgers pulled back behind as they went along. John Ingle was on one side of my brother 
and Reese Mitchell on the other. They had come to a very steep hill and John Ingle said,"Bill Heaslet, 
do you think you can go down this hill, and my brother told him,"No", and said,"l aim to go to the 

"Cije EITer ~fjronic:fes 
t>ofume 301, Ieeue .l 

:map 1998 

0 



ridge", and as he said that, he popped his spurs and the horse jumped and they shot at him as he ran, 
but they didn't hit him. He heard Rodgers hollering while the were killing him as he ran. Rodgers 
body was brought to the Heaslet Cemetery and buried. 

Following is a short sketch ofT. S. Thomason, my brother-in-law, who left Benton County 
in the spring of1862. He went East with the army, and in January 1863, was on his way home, and 
had gotten within five miles of home, when he was taken prisoner. They started on the road with him 
and they hadn't gone but a short distance till they began shooting him as he ran on his horse, until he 
got to the house ofPatton Burgin on South Spavinaw, where he jumped off his horse and ran in the 
house. He told his folks that they were killing him. They followed him into the house and killed him 
and threw his body out into the yard. Thomason was buried temporarily, then his body was taken 
up and brought to the Heaslet Cemetery and buried. 

In December 1862, Captain Harden sent word over the country for his company to meet at 
a certain place on a certain day and go South for winter quarters. I had failed to get word till the day 
they were to start. They sent Frank Eller, one of my company in haste to let me know. When Eller 
told me I fixed up as quick as I could and we started on a lively gait and before we got to the place 
they met, the Company had moved out on the march. They were a mile or two ahead of us so we 
quickened our pace a little and directly we fell in with two more of the boys that were trying to catch 
the Company, William Setser and Jack Haywood. Now at this time we had come to a very short 
creek in the road and brush on both sides till you could not see any distance ahead. As we were 
rounding the creek, we came in full view of a Federal scout, about 25 or 30 feet from us. I was in 
front and the first thing I knew, one of them had his gun pointed at me. He ordered me to "lay that 
gun down", which I did. They took us to Fort Scott, Kansas, and kept us there a little over a month. 
Then we were moved to Fort Lincoln about 15 miles from Ft. Scott, where we were put under a 
guard of a company of negroes, and two white men as officers. We tried to keep those negroes in 
good humor with us for one of them shot a prisoner for no cause at all, and he died in a day or so. 

We were kept at Fort Lincoln till the 24th of April1863, when a good many of us prisoners 
were taken out and moved down to the army at that time stationed a few miles Southeast ofFort 
Scott. We hadn't been in the army but a few days till we started on a march East through Missouri. 
We were allowed considerable privileges on this march, more than we had at any time while we were 
prisoners. Now at this time we had marched about halfway through Missouri and were in Texas 
County, the largest county in the state, and the army had camped and stretched their tents and cooked 
their dinner. This was about 3 P.M. on the lOth, 1863, that three of us, namely Frank Eller, 
Burkette M. Lightfoot and myself would make a break for our liberty. The spring where they got 
water was 1 00 yards or more from camp, and was in a very busy place. While the soldiers were 
resting, a good many of them laying down and all was quiet in the camp, Lightfoot, Eller and I picked 
up some canteens and started to the spring for water. When we got to the spring and got water, as 
there was no one in sight, we made a break through the woods in a Southwest direction. We hadn't 
gone but a little way when we heard men talking just a little in front of us in the path we were 
travelling. We dodged out into the brush till they passed. They had on citizens' clothes. As it was, 
they didn't see us when they passed. We travelled all that evening and all that night. It was a very 
rough country. We a_ in pine hills and ridges, some so steep we had to hold to bushes as we went 
down the slopes. I have often thought of this memorable trip, and especially the night we travelled--
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that we didn't plunge off of some blufl: for it would have been the last of us. I have thanked the Lord 
many a time we were permitted to pass on. 

I was not quite 19 years old at this time and was the youngest one of the three. I was made 
the leader and guide for the reason I knew how to travel by the stars and the other two hadn't studied 
the planets. We had a nice time as far as the weather is concerned. It was clear and warm. No rain 
or high waters to bother us on our way. When the second night came we had been travelling about 
28 hours, so we concluded to camp. We got in a deep hollow pretty thickly set with brush and made 
a little fire and all laid down side by side on Mother Earth for our bed, with the canopies ofheaven 
for our covering. That was the kind of a bed we used for five nights. Now this being the second 
morning of our trip as the day began to dawn, we got up considerably refreshed as we all had slept 
well. We did not take time to eat breakfast for there was not a mouthful of anything to eat in the 
crowd. All that we had up to this time was wild onions and young tendrils of grape vines. Now 
about this time, Frank EUer began to complain of being sick and about gave out. So we had to stop 
and wait on him to rest and then we would go on till he would want to stop and rest again, and so 
on. As we were going along we ran across a bunch of quail, and I threw a rock and killed one of 
them, took it and dressed and cooked it and gave it to Eller. It seemed to revive him considerably. 
Then we would go on till he would want to stop and rest, and it went on this way for two or three 
days. We were making slow progress on our journey and Eller had almost given up and begged 
Lightfoot and me to go on and let him die there in the woods, which he preferred, to going back into 
the army. We could not think about leaving him and stayed with him and all got through together. 
While we were in this condition, we came to the White River. It was a considerable stream, some 
30 or 40 yards wide and from two to three feet deep, and as clear as crystal. We concluded to cross 
it, and I picked up Eller upon my shoulders and clamped my arms around his legs and I started to 
wade across, Lightfoot following. I had got about halfway across when I saw two women come 
riding up the river bank on the side we were going out on, in plain view. Their backs being turned 
toward us, I had stopped about the middle of the river while they were passing. They did not see us 
as they passed. We got out and went on our way rejoicing as we were not detected. As we were 
going along one day we came to a good sized creek, and a farm on it, and there was fresh plowed 
ground in the field. It was about the noon hour, we concluded to conceal ourselves at the ford of the 
creek and see who it was doing the work in the field, and it was not till we saw a wagon coming with 
a yoke of steers hitched to it, that there were some women in it. We waited till they were about half 
way crossing the stream and we stepped out in full view and started talking to them. They would 
not talk a word to us, and turned their team right around in the river and when they got out, they 
loosed their team and started on a run to the house. We concluded to go to the house and get our 
dinner. When we got to the house we found out we had stamped some men from the house and the 
women would not tell us which side they were on. So we left there in a hurry. We did not know if 
they were friends or foes. After we left the house a little way, we took to the hills and crags as fast 
as we could go for two miles or more. Then we stopped and rested and watched and listened to see 
if anyone was after us. After we rested a while and considered our escape a very close call, we 
started on our journey to the South land. As nothing more of note transpired while we were in 
Missouri, our next stop will be at Captain Goforth's in Marion County, Arkansas. This was the sixth 
day we had travelled without anything to eat and hunger had about worn out on us. When the folks 
set a splendid meal for us and we sat down to eat, our stomach had failed to keep up the relish of 
former days. We could eat but very little, and had to quit. Capt. Goforth and family treated us very 
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kindly and we stayed there two or three days and rested after our fast of six days. Now as the time 
had come for us to resume our journey, Eller and Lightfoot concluded to go down to Batesville, 
Ark., and take a boat down the White River to the Arkansas River, then up the river to Fort Smith, 
then to the Army in the Indian country. Now I concluded to go by home a hundred miles or more 
due West through the mountains. At that time they were not considered very safe. I had got to 
Huntsville, Ark., about halfway, when I concluded I would stop and see a cousin of mine, Mrs. Vard 
Ivie. I had never seen her before and never saw her afterwards. She was old enough to be my 
mother, and had children older than I was. She seemed like a very nice woman and lived in a big fine, 
brick house, burned by the Federals afterwards. I stayed with them a week and had a very nice time 
with them. I left Huntsville on the morning ofMay 30, 1863. Now I had 50 miles to travel, which 
I wanted to accomplish by the next evening and so I did! When I got pretty close to the house, my 
heart jumping up and down with joy, I saw Martha, my youngest sister, a little girl of eleven years. 
I had got up twenty or thirty yards of her and said, "Martha, you can put on the pots for I am coming." 
She turned and saw who I was and then started in a run to the house as fast as she could, 
hollering,"It's Joe, it's Joe," and before I got to the house, the most ofthe folks had got out on the 
porch where we had a happy hand shaking, mingled with tears of great joy. A homesick boy had 
returned home who was mourned as dead. 

I will speak of this incident, since it is too good to pass by. In the summer of 1862, my father 
and mother had saved three or four hundred dollars nearly all in gold coin, and as times were getting 
risky, they buried the money. Some time after this, I came home and father went and showed me 
where it was buried. Now after I had been home an hour or so, and had talked over my trials and 
escape from prison, father had asked me if I had moved the money and I said, "No." I never was back 
at the place afterwards and father said somebody stole it. "Come and I will show you." We went to 
the place, and where he had showed me they had dug out and several other places had been dug, and 
I concluded sure enough, the money was gone. After I had been home two or three days, a thought 
struck my mind and to pass off the time, thought I would go down to the gold "diggins", and 
investigate a little myself The first place I dug, I found the tin box four or five inches under ground. 
I put the money in my pocket, my heart beating for joy. I showed the money to brother Bill, and he 
said,"Joe, they ought to give you some of it". I stepped up and said,"Pap, I believe I will pay you 
what I owe you," and I pulled a handful of gold pieces out of my pocket and poured it in his hand. 
Now this was so sudden and unexpected that my father didn't speak for several seconds when he 
said,"Where did you find it?" I told him and we went to the place, and he said it was the place he had 
put it, and he had lost the place himself 

Now sometime in July 1863, there were a good many in our Company in Benton County. The 
officer who was in command called the men together for them to go to the army then stationed in 
Honey Springs, Indian Territory. We got to the army a few days before the Honey Springs battle on 
the 17th. Our army didn't try to hold the ground any longer than to get our baggage on the road, 
when all the army retreated. There were several of our boys wounded and our third Lieutenant, Dr. 
Ballinger was killed. The army retreated all that day and all night following. My brother, William, 
was in a one-horse rig and had a wounded man in with him My brother was a captain of a company. 

As evening had about worn away and darkness had begun to hover over us, my brother 
remarked to me,"Joe, I want you to ride behind me tonight." I was thinking this myself, and I 
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intended to ride there if my brother had not said a word. Sometime along in the night, we came to 
a man stopped at the side of the road, on a gray horse, and a changed voice said,"lt is a Texas, one 
of Colonel Martin's men." I knew it was John Ingle who had changed his voice so as not to be 
recognized. He talked to us about us getting a whipping in battle that day. He had a gun on his 
shoulder and I drew my pistol out of the holster and carried it in my hand down by my side and talked 
with him as we rode along. I watched him very closely. After Ingle rode by my side for quite a while 
and didn't do anything, he pulled back and fell out of ranks, that was the last I saw of him on the 
retreat. After the army retreated far enough as they thought to be out of danger and had found a 
convenient place, they stopped and put up camp. After resting a few days, I got a furlough and 
brother William and I went back to Benton County, Arkansas. This being the latter part of July, 
nothing more transpired till on Sunday the 16th of August 1863. When my brother was on his way 
to my father's he was waylaid by the Ingle mob and killed on the Ingle farm about two miles 
Northwest of where Gentry, Arkansas is now. We got news of my brother's death sometime after 
night and father and I harnessed a team and hitched it to a wagon and went two miles and got some 
lumber and I made a coffin next day and we buried him in the Heaslet cemetery. This was my last 
brother gone, all in less than one year. (Oh, how sad it is to be without brother. One cannot tell only 
those that are bereft.) 

On the 17th ofNovember 1863, Capt. Hendren's Company was called together and started 
to Texas for winter quarters. It was a long road to travel, especially for old men who had to leave 
their homes to save their lives. My father and Hiram Gholson, afterwards my father-in-law, and 
several old men were on this long, tiresome trip. Our company got to Texas early in December and 
was stationed in Preston, a little town on the South bank of Red River in Grayson County. One day 
when all my messmates were gone, some ofthem on duty, some were gone for pleasure, I was by 
myself and it happened that I had my pistols on my belt around my waist and I was standing up. I 
happened to look up the road and I saw John Ingle coming about 100 yards away. Now where I was 
standing it was about 40 or 50 yards from the main road. He turned off the road and came angling 
in a straight line to me as fast as he could walk till he got within five or six feet of me. He stopped 
and threw himselfback in a bracing position and looked straight in the eye. He looked me in the eye 
as long as he wanted to and then turned and walked away. I looked to see bullets flying but they did 
not. There was not a word spoken or a pass made. This was the last time I ever saw John Ingle. 
Before we had a chance to meet again, a scout of"Pin" Indians ran on him in Coon Hollow in Benton 
County and shot him. 

In the spring of 1865 when the war ended, a part of our Brigade was sent to the Western part 
of the Indian Territory near Fort Sill, to make a treaty with some wild tribes as they were called at 
that day and when we got through with them and back to camp, everything was deserted and gone. 
Not a thing was left for us to eat. 

We didn't know what was up for we had no chance of getting any news. So our Company 
fixed up and started for Benton County, Arkansas. When we got to the Arkansas River, it was so 
swollen and no boat to cross in. We made rafts to transport our guns and saddles and all that could 
not swim We drove our horses into the river and made them swim across. And I, though a boyish 
freak, swam the river just for the fun of it. I wouldn't undertake such a thing again. When all the men 
got across, and all was ready to resume our march, it being about three days travel before we could 
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get through. On the last day, June 10, 1865, when I was nearing my home I left the road and cut 
across through the timber and came in the back ofthe old bam. When I came in full view ofthe 
house, I began shooting my pistol and loped my horse around to the lane. When I jumped off my 
horse and got in the yard, we all had a lively handshake. A homesick boy had got home again! 

This was my first knowledge that the war was ended. In a few days Captain Hendren got the 
Company together, and we went to Fayetteville in Washington County, Arkansas, and were paroled 
on the 19th day of June 1865. 

*********** 

(Note: Mr. Heaslet wrote his Memoirs at the home ofhis son, Oliver S. Heaslet in Osage County, 
Okla., through the months of June and July 1925. The original was sent to Mrs. H. D. Lefors at 
Willows, Calif, who gave her consent to publish Mr. Heaslet's Memoirs. The old family homestead 
still stands on the Decatur-Gravette highway on West side ofthe road, about 3 1/2 miles North of 
Decatur. L.E.P.) 

Review ofbirth and death dates: 
Joseph G. Heaslet, born Aug. 2, 1844, died May 13, 1926, and is buried at Bethel Cemetery in 
Benton County. His sons: 
John F. Heaslet, born July 26, 1867, died Sept. 9, 1931, and is buried in Riverside. 
Wm. P. Heaslet, born Oct. 16, 1869, died Dec. 17, 1945 in Oklahoma City. 
Nicholas S. Heaslet, born Sept. 30, 1872, died June 3, 1942, and is buried at Bethel. 
Thomas T. Heaslet, born May 14, 1875, died Feb. 10, 1938, and is buried at DeQueen. 
Walter M. Heaslet, born Feb. 9, 1878, died Mar. 12, 1938, buried at Bentonville, Ark. 

*********** 

Gravestones in Family Burying Ground on the Old Homestead. 
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CORONER'S INQUEST: JOHN ELLER, 22 JULY 1827 

(85.928.1, North carolina State Archives) 

State of North Carolina) 
Rowan County ) 

we the underwritten jurors Summoned by the coroner of Rowan county 
to hold an Inquisition over the body of John Eller who was found 
dead in his stable on his premises on the evening of 22 Instant, 
submit the following report thereon. We proceeded to view his body 
-- where on his neck we discovered distinct marks of a Rope Showing 
that it was the instigation of his death. Further -- We examined 
the position in which he was found where a Rope was Suspended from 
a Jois in the Stable. 

Further We examined the following Witnesses who first saw him 
hanging. Henry Eller (being Sworn) gave the following deposition 
(he being a near neighbor). "On hearing an allarm made by the wife 
of John Eller, I went over and on approaching She said John was 
hanging in the Stable ded-- and on approaching the Stable I dis
covered said John Eller hanging by his neck suspended by a rope 
which was looped fast. I then proceeded to loose the rope from of 
his neck but life was entick. I then laid him down in the stable. 
The persons present when I came was his wife and no other. 

John Vilas [Wiles) (being sworn) gave the following Deposi
tion. on approaching the Stable I found said John Eller ded lying 
in his stable and a Rope Suspended at a Joist of the stable. and on 
examining a razor was found in his pocket and on examining found 
him yet warm and a blue mark on his neck. 

Sally Eller daughter of John Eller (being Sworn) gave the 
following deposition. I went away from home on the day my father 
was found ded after brea[k]fast and on returning home his wife told 
me he was hanging in the stable and on approaching I found him 
suspended by a rope, I then went to give the neighbors word. There 
was no person present but his wife. 

Nickolas Lutwiq (being sworn) gave the following Deposition. 
on being informed that John Eller was ded I went to see him and on 
approaching I found him ded lying on the stable & a rope suspended 
froma Joist. I assisted to put his clothes on him and examined 
particularly his body but found no wounds nor mark but the marks on 
his neck appeared distinctly which was made by the rope. 

Oliver Glover being Sworn gave the following Deposition. He 
lives on the premises of said Eller States that he went away from 
home between 4 & five o'clock in the afternoon of the day at which 
time the said John Eller & his wife were together in their house; 
and in about an hour news was brought me by Sally Eller said Eller 
daughter that her father had hung himself in the horse stable and 
on approaching I found him lying ded in the Stable and a Rope was 
s~spended from a Joist in the stable. (cont. ) 

Rowan County Register 2927 
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Coroner's Inquest: John Eller. 1827 

From all the circumstances and witnesses relative to this Case 
it appears that John Eller has been the instigation by hanging 
himself as above s9ted and coroborated by all the Witnesses. Given 
under our hand as Jurors this 2Jrd day of July 1827. 

F. stats Coroner, (signed] Jesse w. Walton (Foreman), Gao. 
utzman, Jno F. Miller, William Walton, samuel Fraley, Henry 
Wilhelm, John Thomas, Tobias Area, samuel Wilhelm, Green redwine, 
Michael Rymer [signed in German], Jonathan (X) Waller. Wit: Henry 
Eller, Oliver Glover, Nicolas Lutwick, John Wiles, Sally Eller. 

Macay Family Record 

Southern Historical Collection, UNC-CH 
Macay-McNeely Papers, #447; Series 2, Vol. 3, #18 

printed with permission 

by John Howard Smith 

Inside back cover of an account book: 

Maria Macay died 27 September 1798. 
Mary Carolina Hacay died the 26 September 1801. 
Spruce Hacay died on the 23 Febuary (sic] 1808. 
Elizabeth Hacay died on the 3rd March 1816. 
Mary Hanes died on the 22nd April 1808. aged 39. 
Alfred Hacay died on the 17th July 1827. aged thirty two years 

2 mo. & 10 days. 
(another one that is faded] 
"Mar __ ret __ a M [faded) 1851 19 years old" 

[Note: the faded name might be read as "Margaret _a Macay." 
The faded date might be read as "died July 12th."] 

For further information on this family see Rowan county Register, 
Vol. 3, No. 2 (May, 1988), pp. 557-9. 

Rowan County Register 2928 
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EI;t.ERS IN THE UNION ARMY DURING THE CIVIL WAft 
by George C. Eller III 

This is the first in a series of articles about Ellers who served during the Civil War. I plan to 
include an article about one or two men in each future issue of The Eller Chronicles. Each article 
will include a summary of the soldier's Military Service Record, all correspondence from his Military 
Pension Records and a briefhistory of the Regiment that he served in. Although Ellers served in both 
the Confederate and Union annies, I will be concentrating on Ellers from Indiana. This ambitious 
goal may take many years to complete as the list I have compiled so far contains thirty-nine names. 

These names are from card files compiled from the original muster rolls on record at the 
Indiana State Archives in Indianapolis and at the Allen County Public Library in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 
Additional records from the South Bend Public Library listed an Eller from Indiana that served with 
the 49th Regiment Ohio Infantry. This list does not include Ellers that may have served in the navy 
or in units from other states, except for the aforementioned Ohio regiment. Some of the names may 
be duplicates of the same person serving in a second unit or a unit that was redesignated. It is 
probably not a comprehensive listing of all Ellers from that state that served during the war. 

I have histories of all regiments from Indiana that contain Eller men on their rosters. This is 
from the book by Ann Turner, Guide to Indiana Civil War Manuscripts, Indiana Civil War 
Centennial Commission, 1965, Indianapolis, available from the Indiana State Archives. This will 
greatly help in forming a picture of each soldier's experience during the war. 

Among the list of names, I found that Lewis Eller served with the 19th Regiment Indiana 
Infantry of the famous "Iron Brigade". William Eller served with the 11th Regiment Indiana Infantry 
known as "Wallace's Zouaves" the most famous of the western Zouave regiments. The regiment was 
raised by Colonel Lew Wallace a lawyer, author and Mexican War veteran. Lew Wallace later 
became the youngest major-general in the Union Army, but he is best known as the author ofthe 
novel Ben H ur. 

Three men will be covered in this issue. Henry Eller, served in Company H, 39th Regiment 
Indiana Infantry which later became the 8th Regiment Indiana Cavalry, and two first cousins, Henry 
B.A. Eller and James William Eller served in Company I, 1Oth Regiment Indiana Cavalry. (Note 
that James William Eller should not be confused with another first cousin, James Wright Eller who 
served in the 22nd Indiana Infantry). Henry B.A. Eller and James William Eller were descendants of 
the immigrant Christian Eller. 

As mentioned earlier, I have included a summary of the their Military Service Records, all 
correspondence from James William Eller's Military Pension Records and a brief history of the 
Regiments in which they served. Most of the documents have been transcribed and spelling 
corrected, although some copies of original documents are included. 

If any of our members has a special interest in any of the men from the list I have compiled, 
please feel free to let me know. I will cover them first in the issues to follow. Also, we welcome 
other stories about Ellers in the Civil War, both Union and Confederate. Dr. Byron H. Eller has in 
the past contributed many fine articles on this subject. In the November 1988 issue ofThe Eller 
Chronicles, he submitted an article containing a list of 136 soldiers with the Eller name who served 
from both sides during the Civil War. The list contained each soldier's rank, company, regiment and 
state. This information is very useful when applying for Military and Pension records from the 
National Archives. Details are included in this article on how to obtain the Military Service Records 
and Military Pension Records of Civil War soldiers from the National Archives in Washington, DC. 
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

Name: Eller (various) 
Source: Indiana Civil War Veterans List (general index cards on microfilm) 
Place: Allen County Public Library Indiana State Archives 

Historical Geneology Department 140 N. Senate Avenue, Rm 117 
P.O. Box 2270 Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2296 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46801 (317) 232-3660 
(219) 421-1200, extension 4 (Geneology) 

Date: 7 September 1994 

Name: 
Andrew Eller 
Andrew J. Eller 
Benjamin Eller 
David Eller 
David Eller 
Emanuel Eller 
Ephraim Eller 
Fernando C. Eller 
Henry Eller 
Henry Eller 
Henry Eller 
Henry Eller 
Henry B.A. Eller 
Henry B.A. Eller 
Homer C. Eller 
Isaac Eller 
Isaac P. Eller 

Isaac P. Eller 
James H. Eller 
James M. Eller 
James W. Eller 
James W. Eller 
John Eller 
John Eller 
John Eller 
John W. Eller 
Joseph Eller 

Eller Civll War Veterans 
State of Indiana 

Regiment: 
79th Indiana Infantry 
79th Indiana Infantry 
79th Indiana Infantry 
79th Indiana Infantry 
149th Indiana Infantry 
32nd Indiana Infantry 
14 7th Indiana Infantry 
13 2nd Indiana Infantry 
39th Indiana Infantry1 

54th Indiana Infantry 
133rd Indiana Infantry 
155th Indiana Infantry 
1Oth Indiana Cavalry 
54th Indiana Infantry 
29th Indiana Infantry 
31st Indiana Infantry 
20th Battery 
Indiana Light Artillery 
54th Indiana Infantry 
82nd Indiana Infantry 
31st Indiana Infantry 
22nd Indiana Infantry 
1Oth Indiana Cavalry 
34th Indiana Infantry 
145th Indiana Infantry 
22nd Indiana Infantry 
145th Indiana Infantry 
14 7th Indiana Infantry 

Rank: 
Private (deserted 21 Sept. 1862, Louisville, Kentucky) 

Private (died 12 Feb. 1863, Murfreesboro, Tenn.) 

Private 
Private (died of typhoid 8 April1864, Knoxville, Tenn.) 

Private 
Second Lieutenant/Captain 
Sergeant 
Private 
Private (died of typhoid 31 Dec. 1861, Louisville, Kentucky) 

Sergeant 
Private/Sergeant 
Private 
Private/Bugler (disability discharge 20 June 1865, St. Louis, MO.) 

Private 
Musician (drummer boy) 
Private (disability discharge 29 Mar. 1862, Pittsburg Landing, Tenn.) 

Private 

Private 
Wagoner 
Wagoner (died of disease 31 July 1862, New Albany, Indiana) 

Private 
Private 
Private 
Lieutenant & Quartermaster 
Corporal (wounded Missionary Ridge, 25 Nov. 1863) 

Corporal 
Private 

139th Indiana Infantry became 8th Indiana Cavalry 2 Apri/1864 
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Name: 
Joseph Eller 
Lewis Eller 
Louis Eller 
Marion Eller 
Martin Eller 
Peter Eller 

Pulaski Eller 
Samuel Eller 
Thomas Eller 
Thomas J. Eller 
William Eller 
Y oust on Eller 

Notes: 

Regiment: 
153rd Indiana Infantry 
19th Indiana Infantrjl 
32nd Indiana Infantzy 
13 2nd Indiana Infantry 
13th Indiana Infantry 
4th Battery 
Indiana Light Artillery 
132nd Indiana Infantry 
130th Indiana Infantry 
22nd Indiana Infantzy 
79th Indiana Infantry 
11th Indiana Infantryl 
49th Ohio Infantzy 

Rank: 
Private 
Corporal 
Private/Corporal (disability discharge 24 Apri/1862) 

Private 
Private/Corporal 
Private 

Private 
Private 
Private 
Private (killed 2 Jan. 1863, battle Stones River, Murfreesboro, Tenn.) 

Private 
Corporal 

Regiments shown underlined are listed among Fox's Fighting 300 in William F. Fox's monumental study Regimental Losses 
in the American Civil War published in 1898. These regiments lost atleast 130 troops from deaths or deaths from wounds. 

During the Civil War, Indiana recruited 196,363 troops for the Union (14% of the state population) and ranked 5th among the states 
in terms of manpower recruited for service in the Union Army (7% of the Army). Information from The Civil War Book 
of Lists, Combined Books, 1993. 

Civil War records may be obtained through the National Archives by requesting National Archives Form NATF-80 
(Order for Copies of Veterans Records), filling it out and returning it to: 

General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 

You will need to know the veteran's full name, branch of service (i.e: Army, Navy, Marines), the state from which he served 
and if he was Union or Confederate. If you are requesting both the Military and Pension records, you will need to fill out one 
form for each type. If the record is found, there is a ten dollar charge for copies. 

219th Indiana Infantry was part of the famous Iron Brigade, also known as the Black Hat Brigade 
or simply The Black Hats (1st Brigade, 1st Division, 1st Corps) an all western unit made up 
of the 19th Indiana, 24th Michigan, 2nd, 6th and 7th Wisconsin Regiments. The Iron Brigade was the 
only all western brigade that served in the east as part of the Army of the Potomac and had one of the 
most notable records of any Federal brigade that served during the war. 

3llth Indiana Infantry was a Zouave Regiment commanded by Colonel Lew Wallace 
(later General), the author of the novel Ben Hur, the basis for the movie starring Charlton 
Heston. "C6e -E(['eT ctl;ronkfee 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

Henry Eller (his lineage not known at this time) 
Military Service Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
30 June 1995 

Indiana State Archives 
140 N. Senate A venue, Rm 117 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2296 

Henry Eller 
Company H, 39th Regiment Indiana Infantry 

(later became 8th Regiment Indiana Cavalry) 

Private Henry Eller joined for duty and emolled 1 November 1861 at Camp Nevin, Kentucky. 
According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 20 years old, 5 feet 7 inches tall, of light 

complexion with hazel eyes and light colored hair. He was born in Indiana. His occupation was listed 
as farmer. He had been enlisted by Captain Thomas Graham at Camp Nevin, Kentucky. 

He was listed on the Company Muster Rolls for 28 Aug. to 31 Dec. 1861 and Jan./Feb. 1862. 
He was absent on furlough from 21 Dec. 1861 to 21 Jan. 1862. He died of" camp fever" (a term then 
used for typhoid fever) at the General Hospital in Louisville, Kentucky 31 Dec. 1861. 

He was listed on the Company Muster-Out Roll dated 20 July 1865 in Lexington, North 
Carolina. His place, date and cause of death were listed under remarks. 

A Casualty Sheet penned by his Company Commander, Captain Thomas Graham indicated 
that Henry had received no pay yet and but the following articles of clothing: 1 pr. pants, 1 overcoat, 
2 shirts, 1 pr. drawers, 1 blouse, 1 blanket, 1 haversack, 1 canteen, 1 gum blanket and 1 pr. straps. 
His personal effects were delivered to his father, he being present at his death. 

39th Indiana Infantry 
A Brief History of the Regiment During the Civil War 

"The Thirty-Ninth Regiment was organized as an infantry regiment, at 
Indianapolis, on the 29th of August 1861, and early in September left for Kentucky. 
After encamping first on Muldraugh's Hill, near Elizabethtown, and next at Camp 
Nevin, on Nolan Creek, and Camp Wood, on Green River, it marched with Buell's1 

army to Nashville. From Nashville it moved to the Tennessee River, and was 
engaged in the battle of Shiloh on the 7th of April 1862, losing two killed and thirty
four wounded - total loss thirty-six. 

After the engagement at Shiloh, it encamped on the field until the army 
marched toward Corinth, when it moved with it, participating in the siege of that 
place. When the siege was raised it marched, with Buell's army, through Northern 
Alabama to Bridgeport, and from thence to Nashville. It then moved, with the same 
army, into Kentucky as far as Louisville, and then through the state in pursuit of 
Braggl. Returning to Nashville in November, it marched with Rosecrans' 3 army, in 
the direction of Murfreesboro, particip~tin~ in the battle of Stone River on the 31st 
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of December 1862, and 1st and 2nd of January 1863. In this engagement the 
regiment suffered severely, especially in missing - the loss being thirty-one killed, one 
hundred and eighteen wounded and two hundred and thirty-one missing; total three 
hundred and eighty. 

The Thirty-Ninth remained in camp near Murfreesboro for some months after 
the battle, and in Apri11863, was mounted, and served as mounted infantry through 
the campaign of that year. On the 6th of June it reinforced the 2nd Indiana Cavalry 
on the Shelbyville road near Murfreesboro, and had a sharp fight with Wheeler's4 

Cavalry. Subsequently it took part in skirmishes at Middleton and Liberty Gap, and 
during the forward movement upon Chattanooga engaged the enemy at Winchester. 
On the 19th and 20th of September it participated in the battle of Chicamauga, and, 
also, took part in an expedition into East Tennessee after Champ Ferguson. 

Authority being given to change the organization from Infantry to Cavalry, 
Companies "L" and "M" were organized in September 1863, and on joining the 
command in the field, the regiment was, on the 15th of October 1863, reorganized 
as the Eighth Cavalry. In December the regiment was placed on courier duty 
between Chattanooga and Ringold, and on the 22nd of February 1864, it re-enlisted 
as a Veteran organization. In April the regiment visited Indiana on Veteran furlough, 
and on returning to the field participated in the Rousseau5 raid into Alabama. One 
battalion of the regiment fought and routed a rebel brigade on the Coosa river, taking 
many prisoners, and again routed the enemy at Chehaw Bridge, Alabama. It took 
part in the McCook6 raid around Atlanta, and was the only regiment that preserved 
its organization and made a charge on the enemy, routing him and opening the way 
for the escape of twelve hundred men ofMcCook's command. The regiment was 
next engaged in the Kilpatrick7 Raid in Georgia, and at the battle of Lovejoy Station 
led the charge ofthe left wing, riding over Ross' division of rebel cavalry, capturing 
all ofhis artillery and four battle flags. It was subsequently engaged in the battles of 
Jonesboro and Flint River, and in several skirmishes that followed the capture of 
Atlanta. 

In the campaign against Savannah and through the Carolinas, it marched with 
Kilpatrick's command to Savannah and thence to Goldsboro. In this campaign it 
participated in the battles and skirmishes at Waynesboro, Buckhead Church, 
Browne's Cross Roads, Reynold's Farm, Aiken, Bentonville, Averysboro and 
Raleigh. In the engagement at Averysboro this regiment, under Col. Jones, charged 
and routed Rhett's South Carolina brigade of infantry, which outnumbered it ten to 
one. The Eighth Cavalry lost fourteen killed and fifty-nine wounded. 

A detachment of the regiment, left behind in Tennessee, fought Wheeler at 
Franklin and at several other places, and also, had a severe engagement with Forrest8 

at Pulaski, Tennessee. 
While at Savannah, in pursuance of the orders of Gen. Sherman, the 

remaining veterans and recruits of the Third Indiana Cavalry were on the 20th of 
February 1865, tranferred to and consolidated with the Eighth Cavalry - the 
consolidated force bearing the designation of the latter regiment. 

After the occupation of a portion of North Carolina by Sherman's army, and 
just before the negotiations were ooen between Johnson9 and Sherman, the Eighth 
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Cavalry whipped Hampton's10 entire force at Morrisville, and thus had the honor of 
fighting the last battle with the enemy in that State. The regiment remained on duty 
in North Carolina until the 20th of July, 1865, when it was mustered out of service, 
and soon after started for home. Reaching Indianapolis during the last week of July, 
it was present at a public reception given to returned troops in the Capitol grounds 
on the 31st of July, at which speeches were made by Lieutenant Governor Conrad 
Baker and General Hovey, and, in a few days afterward, the regiment was finally 
discharged. 

The regiment, during its term of service, has borne on its rolls 2,500 men, and 
has had nine officers killed in battle. It has lost about three hundred in prisoners, and 
captured from the enemy over fifteen hundred men, one thousand stand of arms, 
three railroad trains, fourteen hundred horses and mules, many wagons, fourteen 
pieces of artillery, four battle flags and destroyed many miles of railroad. 

1. Union general Don Carlos Buell. 

2.Confederate general Braxton Bragg. 

3.Union general William Starke Rosecrans. 

4.Confederate cavalry general Joseph Wheeler. 

5.Union general Lovell Rousseau. 

6. Union general Edward McCook. 

7.Union cavalry general Judson Kilpatrick, "Killcavalry". 

8.Confederate cavalry general Nathan Bedford Forrest. 

9.Confederate general Joseph E. Johnson, commander of the Confederate Army ofTennessee. 

10.Cof?federate cavalry general Wade Hampton. 

(Ann Turner, Guide to Indiana Civil War Manuscripts, Indiana Civil War Centennial 
Commission. 1965, Indianapolis, pp 131-132, thru Indiana State Archives). 

Editor's note: 
During the Civil War, more soldiers died from disease than in battle. The second highest killer 

of diseases was typhoid fever (also called "camp fever"), which, according to Union medical records, 
caused the death of29,336 Union soldiers. (Philip Katcher, The Civil War Source Book, Facts On 
File, 1992, New York, p 120) and (William C. Davis, The Fighting Men of the Civil War, 
Salamander Books Ltd, 1991, New York, p 188) 

On the next page is a copy ofthe actual letter about Henry Eller's death, written by his 
Company Commander, Captain Thomas Graham. 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

Henry B. A. Eller (George, John, George, Christian Eller) 
Military Service Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
30 June 1995 

Henry B. A. Eller 
Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 

Private I Bugler Henry B. A. Eller joined for duty and enrolled 29 December 1863 in 
Bloomington, Indiana for a period of three years. According to the Company Muster-In Roll dated 
30 Apri11864 in Columbus, Indiana, he had been mustered by First Lieutenant W. F. Melbourne, 15th 
U.S. Infantry, 14 January 1864 and was paid a bounty of $60. His residence was listed as Van Buren 
Township, Monroe County, Congressional District 3, State of Indiana. 

According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 18 years old, 5 feet 10 inches tall, of 
dark complexion with hazel eyes and dark colored hair. He was born in Monroe County, Indiana. 
His occupation was listed as furmer. He had been enlisted by J. S. Buskirk in Bloomington, Indiana. 

He was listed as present on the various Company Muster Rolls dated March! April, May/June, 
July/Aug., Sept./Oct., Nov./Dec. 1864. His second enlistment appointed 15 Jan. 1864. From 20 
Feb. to June 1865 he was listed on the Hospital Muster Rolls as sick in No. 2 U.S.A. Hospital at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. On 20 June 1865 he was discharged at the U.S. General Hospital, Jefferson 
Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri. 

According to the Company Muster-Out Roll dated 31 August 1865 in Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
he had last been paid 30 June 1864. Under the remarks it states that he had joined at the original 
organization. 

According to his Army Certificate of Disability for Discharge, he had chronic diarrhoea and 
general debility and had done no duty for four months. He was considered unfit for the Veterans 
Reserve Corps. Under General Order No. 77, War Dept Current Series, he was discharged at St. 
Louis, Missouri on 20 June 1865. 

Editor's note: 
Sadly, Henry B. A. Eller died one month later, on 23 July 1865. He was 20 years old. Henry 

is buried in the private Eller cemetery located 5 miles west of Bloomington, in Monroe County, 
Indiana (see The Eller Chronicles Vol. VII, No. 3, August 1993, pp 179 and 205, in articles 
submitted by Marjorie Barker McCormick oflndianapolis, Indiana). Henry B. A. Eller had served 
with his first cousin, James William Eller, in Company I of the lOth Indiana Cavalry. Both were 
afilicted by chronic diarhoea, although James lived into old age. 

During the Civil War, more soldiers died from disease than in battle. The leading killer of 
diseases was chronic diarhoea, which, according to Union medical records, caused the death of 
30,836 Union soldiers. Acute diarhoea caused another 4,291 deaths. (Philip Katcher, The Civil War 
Source Book, Facts On File, 1992, New York, p 120). 
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STATION: ··-··································-.···············-············ 

DllE: ··-··-·················-· .. ···············..;·············-·············-

, Commanding Company. 
. .. . /l (;;#. . . 

. . ·: . ,..-if" d) d. /j)_~/ / l//T~a.;--' 
I csni'IFY, thnt I hnve carefully exnmined the snid ?.?.:TJ.:n....... . .. t:/d:. .. ~ ......•....... e.l.~.~ 

[A. G. 0. No. 100 & 101-Flnt.J (DUPLlCATES.] 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James William Eller (Henry, John, George, Christian Eller) 
Military Service Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
8 March 1995 

Indiana State Archives 
140 N. Senate Avenue, Rm 117 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2296 

James William Eller 
Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 

Private James William Eller joined for duty and enrolled 26 November 1863 in Bloomington, 
Indiana for a period ofthree years. According to the Company Muster-In Roll dated 30 April1864 
in Columbus, Indiana, he had been mustered by First Lieutenant W. F. Melbourne, 15th U.S. 
Infantry, 14 January 1864 and was paid a bounty of $60. His residence was listed as Van Buren 
Township, Monroe County, Congressional District 3, State oflndiana. 

According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 18 years old, 5 feet 8 inches tall, of 
light complexion with blue eyes and light colored hair. He was born in Monroe County, Indiana. 
His occupation was listed as farmer. He had been enlisted by John McCrea in Bloomington, 
Indiana. 

He was listed as present on the various Company Muster Rolls dated March/ April, July/ Aug., 
Sept./Oct., Nov./Dec. 1864 and Jan./Feb. 1865. For 25 June 1864 he was listed as absent in Hospital 
at Pulaski, Tennessee. In June 1865 he was in the regimental pack train. In July 1865 he was on extra 
or daily duty. 

According to the Company Muster-Out Roll dated 31 August 1865 in Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
he had last been paid 28 Feb. 1865. Bounty paid to date was $180 and he was still due to be paid 
$120. Under the remarks it states that he had joined at the original organization. 

Tenth Indiana Cavalry 
A Brief History of the Regiment During the Civil War 

"The Tenth Cavalry - One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth Regiment - was 
recruited during the fall and winter of 1863, its first camp of rendezvous being at 
Vincennes, and the next at Columbus - the companies composing the regiment being 
from the First and Third Congressional Districts. On the 2nd ofFebruary 1863, the 
regiment was organized, with Thomas N. Pace as Colonel, but remained in the State 
until the 3rd of May, when it moved (dismounted and armed as infantry) to 
Nashville, and thence to Pulaski, Tennessee. During the progress ofthe Atlanta 
campaign the regiment was stationed at Pulaski, Tennessee and Decatur, Alabama, 
and was engaged in guarding the Northern Alabama Railroad, it being one of the 
roads over which supplies were transported to Sherman's army. During that time it 
had several skirmishes with forces under Roddy, Wheeler and Forrest. 1 

On the 28th of September, the Tenth Cavalry fought the battle of Pulaski, 
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with Forrest, losing one commissioned officer killed and two wounded, and seven 
men killed and forty wounded. The detachment stationed at Decatur, under Major 
Williamson, fought Hood's2 forces four days, commencing on the 26th of October. 
The loss to the detachment, in this engagement, was four killed and eight wounded. 
A portion of the regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Gresham, fell 
back on Nashville, and was engaged in the battles of Nashville, Little Harpeth, 
Reynold's Hill and Sugar Creek, losing three field officers wounded, including the 
commanding officer, and eight ~!len killed, forty wounded and seventy-five captured. 
On the other hand the regiment, in these several engagements, captured from the 
enemy four stands of colors and three-hundred men and officers, with their arms. In 
December 1864 and January 1865, the detachment under Major Williamson, at 
Decatur, after Hood had retreated across the river, participated in the battles of Flint 
River, Indian Creek, Courtland and Mount Hope. It also succeeded in capturing ten 
pieces of artillery, and one-hundred and fifty officers and men, and a supply train 
consisting of one-hundred and fifty wagons and five-hundred mules. This ended the 
campaign for the winter. 

In February the detachments were again brought together, and the regiment, 
under the command ofMajor Swallow, proceeded on steamers, down the Tennessee, 
Ohio and Mississippi, to New Orleans, and thence to Mobile Bay. After landing, it 
participated in the reduction of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakley, which resulted in the 
surrender ofMobile. After the occupation of that city, the Tenth Cavalry proceeded 
on an expedition northward to Eufaula and Montgomery, Alabama. After this it 
marched to Columbus, Mississippi, and from thence moved across the State to 
Vicksburg, reaching that city early in July. From that time until its muster out of 
service, the regiment was engaged in garrisoning and patrolling the counties of 
Holmes and Attalla in Mississippi. On the 28th of April 1865, the regiment lost 
Captain Gaffuey, Lieutenant Twigg and Reeves, and thirty-five men, by the explosion 
of the ill-fated steamer Sultana. These officers and men had been paroled at 
Vicksburg, and were on their way home. The regiment also lost five men killed and 
seventy wounded by railroad collision on the Louisville and Nashville railroad while 
being transported in May 1864. 

On the 31st of August 1865, the Tenth Cavalry was mustered out of service 
at Vicksburg, Mississippi. On the 5th of September it arrived at Indianapolis with 
twenty-eight officers and five-hundred and nineteen men for final payment and 
discharge. On the following day, after partaking of a dinner prepared for them at the 
Soldiers' Home, the officers and soldiers of the command marched to the State 
grounds, where they were publicly welcomed home in addresses delivered by General 
John L. Mansfield and Hon.! John H. Farquhar. The next day the regiment was 
finally discharged from service." 

1. Confederate cavalry generals, Roddy, Joseph Wheeler and Nathan Bedford Forrest. 

2. Confederate general John Bell Hood. 
(Ann Turner, Guide to Indiana Civil War Manuscripts, Indiana Civil War Centennial 
Commission, 1965, Indianapolis, pp 326-327,thru Indiana State Archives). 
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Jantes Williant EUer and the Tenth Indiana Cavalry 

Typical cavalry men 
of the Midwest, or 

"Western States", as 
they were called in 

those days. 

The ill-fated steamer Sultana, one of the largest of the Mississippi riverboats, with an 
official capacity of 400 passengers. 

Beside her 85 crew members, she 
was carrying 1,900 Union army 
parolees on their way home, 75 
civilian passengers, 1 00 hogs, and 
60 surplus army horses and mules 
from Camp Fisk near Vicksburg, 
Mississippi to Cairo, Illinois. 
Seven miles north of Memphis, 
Tennessee, around 2:00 a.m. on 
April 27, 1865, one of her worn 
out boilers exploded. The worst 
marine disaster in U.S. history, an 
estimated 1,585 lives were lost. 
Among the dead were three offic
ers and thirty-five men of the 
Tenth Indiana Cavalry. 
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JAMES WILLIAM ELLER - CIVIL WAft VETERAN 
I Oth Indiana Cavalry 

The following pages are from the Military Pension Records of James William Eller (Henry, 
John, George, Christian Eller). These documents give information about the veteran's wartime injuries, 
his places of residence after the war, and testimonies from those who knew him in and out of the 
service. These documents help to form a better picture of his experiences during and after the war. 

Although his Military Service Record indicated that James was 18 when he enlisted, he 
admitted in a letter from his Pension Records (12 Feb 1912) that he was actually underage. In his 
Declaration For Pension (27 July 1908), it states that he was born 29 May 1846, at Monroe County, 
Indiana. This would have made him 17 years old when he enlisted 26 Nov 1863. 

According to the testimony ofhis former First Sergeant, Wilson Adams (25 May 1889), James 
was taken by a severe attack ofDiarrhoea, probably caused by change of water or heat, following a 
long march from Louisville, Ky. to Pulaski, Tenn. during the summer of 1864. He stated that the 
attack was so severe that James had to enter the hospital at Pulaski. Sergeant Adams recollected that 
James was unable to perform his duties fully from that time forth during the balance of his term of 
service. Adams also stated that James complained of the disease of piles as a consequence of 
diarrhoea. He remembered that they had to give James light duty and favor him because of the 
disease. 

According to James Eller, in his Declaration For Invalid Pension (7 Aug 1866), due to the 
effects of Chronic Diarrhoea, by August 1865, he became totally unable for service, and so continued 
till he was discharged 31 August 1865. In a letter from his Pension Records (12 Feb 1912), he stated 
that in Vicksburg, Miss. at the close of the war he was seriously sick from diarrhoea and piles; and for 
a short time was in the hospital at Indianapolis, Indiana where they were finally discharged. James said 
that from Dec 1865 to March 1866, he was confined to his bed with sickness, and was expected to 
die any day. 

James had served with his first cousin, Henry B. A. Eller, in Company I of the lOth Indiana 
Cavalry. While in the service, both contracted chronic diarrhoea. Cousin Henry B. A. Eller died one 
month after being discharged from his army service. During the Civil War, more soldiers died from 
disease than in battle. The leading killer of diseases was chronic diarrhoea, which, according to Union 
medical records, caused the death of30,836 Union soldiers. Acute diarrhoea caused another 4,291 
deaths. (Philip Katcher, The Civil War Source Book, Facts On File, 1992, New York, p 120). 

In the letter of 12 Feb 1912, James said that his father, who had also been in the service, was 
opposed to his asking for a pension so long as he was able to care for him, or so long as he could care 
for himself. He eventually applied for pension at the urging of his family physician, who had been a 
surgeon during the Civil War. 

According to his Declaration For Pension (27 July 1908), his places of residence since leaving 
the service were: Exeter, Neb. 1872; Fairmont, Neb. 1873-1886; Omaha, Neb. 1886-1905; McPherson 
County, Nebraska 1905-1908. His post office address was Tryon, McPherson County, Nebraska. 

An article submitted by Marjorie Barker McCormack oflndianapolis, Indiana in The Eller 
Chronicles Vol. VII, No.3, August 1993, pp 180-182 ,contained the following information. James 
was born near Bloomington, Indiana on 29 May 1846. He was the first child of Henry Eller and his 
second wife Elizabeth Nancy Shreve. James' father, Henry Eller, served in the U.S. Army during the 
Civil War. James William Eller was married to Francis Hagar near Exeter, Nebraska on 28 Nov 1872. 
James remarried 29 May 1921 to Louisa J. Milligan in Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
7 August 1866 

DECLARATION FOR INVALID ARMY PENSION. 

State oflndiana 
County ofMonroe 

On this 7th day of August, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty six, personally appeared before 
me, George Sheeks, Clerk of the Circuit Court, within and for the County and State aforesaid, James 
W. Eller aged 20 years, a resident ofVan Buren Township in the County of Monroe, in the State of 
Indiana, who being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical James W. Eller, who 
enlisted in the service of the United States at Bloomington, County of Monroe, State oflndiana, on 
the 26th day ofNovember, in the year 1863, as a private in Company I, commanded by Captain James 
E. Mathers, in the 1Oth Regiment of Indiana Cavalry Volunteers, in the war of 1861, and was 
honorably discharged on the 31st day of August, in the year 1865, that while in the service aforesaid, 
and in the line of his duty at a place called Vicksburg, or near there, in the State ofMississippi, on 
or about the 15th day of July, 1865, he was attacked with a disease called Chronic Diarrhoea, brought 
on by the exposure to which he was subjected, and by the water he was compelled to use, In August 
he became totally unable for service, and so continued till he was discharged, August 31, 1865, And 
since that time he has been unable for any labor whatever, being confined nearly all that time to his 
bed. 
Since leaving the service he has resided in Van Buren Township in the County of Monroe, in the State 
oflndiana, and his occupation has been nothing, being entirely unable for any manual labor, having 
been confined to his bed. When enrolled he was a farmer. And for the purpose of prosecuting his 
claim, he hereby appoints John M. Landen, of Bloomington State oflndiana, his attorney in fact, 
with power of substitution. He requests that his pension be paid at Madison State oflndiana. His 
post office address is Bloomington, County of Monroe, and State oflndiana. 

~<W. 0&r-
Signature of the Claimant 

Also personally appeared Leroy H. Chase a resident of Monroe County, State oflndiana, and Little 
B. Bray a resident ofMonroe County, State oflndiana, persons whom I certify to be respectable and 
entitled to credit, and who, being by me duly sworn, say that they were present and saw James W. 
Eller sign his name to the foregoing declaration and power of attorney, and they further swear that 
they have every reason to believe, from the appearance of the applicant and their acquaintance with 
him, that he is the identical person he represents himself to be; that they have known him for eight 
years last past; that prior to enlistment he was a funner. Since leaving the service his habits have been 
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uniformly good, and his occupation has been nothing, as he has been unable for any manual labor. 
They further state that they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim. 

Signatures of the Witnesses: ~erqy%. B~ 

~ {l]. {lj~ 
Sworn to, acknowledged and subscnbed before me, this 7th day of August 1866, and I hereby certify 
that the contents ofthe foregoing declarations of claimant and affidavit of witnesses was made known 
to each of them before administering the oath; and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the 
prosecution of this claim. 

Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

Official Signature: //~JheeA& 
Clerk Monroe 
Circuit Court 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
6Aprill867 

Adjutant General's Office 
Washington, D.C. 
April 6, 1867 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from your Office of application for Pension No. 113,901, 
and to return it herewith, with such information as is furnished by the files of this Office. 

It appears from the Rolls on file in this Office, that James W. Eller was a Private in Co. I, 1Oth 
Regiment oflnd. Cavalry Volunteers. On the Muster Roll of Co. "I" ofthat Regiment, dated Aug. 
31, 1865, he is reported "Present" mustered out with Company. No evidence from the rolls that he 
contracted Chronic Diarrhoea July 15, 1865. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

The Commissioner ofPensions, 
Washington, D.C. 

(name not legible) 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

Sir: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
11 April 1867 

(CIRCULAR No.7) 

Department of the Interior, 
PENSION OFFICE. 

Aprilll, 1867 

In the case of James W. Eller No. 113,901, late a Private, Co. I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry, it 
is respectfully requested that you furnish this Office whatever evidence the rolls of said Regiment may 
afford as to the applicant's service and disability and discharge. He alleges that he contracted Chronic 
Diarrhoea at Vicksburg, Miss. on the 15th day of July 1865, and was discharged on the 31st day of 
Aug. 1865. 

Respectfully, yours, 

Commissioner 

Adjutant General, US.A. 
Washington, D.C. 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
25 May 1889 

State of Indiana 
County ofMonroe 

In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No._ of James W. Eller on 25th day ofMay 
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a_ in and for the aforesaid County, duly authorized 
to administer oaths Wilson Adams, aged 55 years a resident of Bloomington in the county of Monroe 
and State of Indiana, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who being duly 
sworn, declares as follows: I was 2nd Sergeant and afterwards 1st Sergeant Co. "I" lOth Indiana 
Cavalry in the war of the late rebellion and was well acquainted with James W. Eller of same Co. and 
Reg't. Also I remember that in the summer A.D. 1864 while in camp at Pulaski, Tenn. said Eller was 
taken with severe attack of Diarrhoea probably caused by change of water or heat. We had just been 
on a long march from Louisville, Ky. to Pulaski, Tenn. at that time. The disease was so severe that 
he had to enter hospital at Pulaski. From that time forth during balance of his term of service he was 
badly disable for performance ofhis duty on account of said diarrhea and he complained of disease 
of piles as a consequence of diarrhoea. I remember that we had to give him light duty and to favor 
him on account of said disease. I am not interested. 

1Pitwrv ../Uom& 
Affiant's Signature. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certify that I read said 
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further 
certify that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution. 

~fT.~ 
Justice ofthe Peace {sEAL} 

Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice of the Peace. lfbefore a Justice or Notary, 
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to SlURGES & LEWIS, 

Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska. 

I_ Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certify that _Esq., who hath signed 
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and 
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine. 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
5 June 1889 

State ofNebraska 
County ofDouglas 

In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No. 113901 of James W. Eller on 5th day of June 
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in and for the aforesaid County, duly 
authorized to administer oaths James W. Eller, aged 43 years a resident of Omaha in the county of 
Douglas and State ofNebraska, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who 
being duly sworn, declares as follows: My P.O. add. is No's. 7 & 8 Nebraska Nat. Bank Building 
Omaha, Neb. Several years ago I filed a pension claim in U.S. Pension Bureau through an att'y. in 
Washington, D.C. by name ofFitzgerald. That said Fitzgerald was debarred from practice, and no 
further evidence has been filed to the best of my knowledge. I do not wish to have George E. Lemon 
act as my att'y. but desire to have Heiram A. Sturges of Omaha, Neb. act as my att'y. of record in said 
case. 

~11/. G'&r-
Affiant's Signature. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certifY that I read said 
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further 
certifY that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution. 

(5~4.~ 
Notary Public 

Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice ofthe Peace. If before a Justice or Notary, 
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to STIJRGES & LEWIS, 
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska. 

I _Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certify that _Esq., who hath signed 
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and 
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine. 

[sEAL] 
Clerk of 



Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
6 July 1889 

State ofNebraska 
County of Douglas 

In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No. 113901 of James W. Eller on 6th day of July 
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in and for the aforesaid County, duly 
authorized to administer oaths James W. Eller, aged 43 years a resident of Omaha in the county of 
Douglas and State ofNebraska, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who 
being duly sworn, declares as follows: I received medicine from the surgeonS. B. Lewis M.D. of 
the 1Oth Indiana for the disease of diarrhoea, but the said surgeon does not remember me. He had 
no occasion to recollect me. I cannot on that account secure any testimony from him. I have 
introduced and offered the evidence ofmembers ofmy Co. & Reg't. to prove incurrence of disease 
alleged and I ask that the same be accepted, as I am unable to furnish affidavit of surgeon or assist. 
surg. ofthe Reg't. 

~W.G'~ 
Affiant's Signature. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certify that I read said 
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further 
certify that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution. 

rlhmle&~~ 
Notary Public 

Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice of the Peace. If before a Justice or Notary, 
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to S11JR.GES & LEWIS, 
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska. 

I_ Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certifY that _Esq., who hath signed 
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and 
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine. 

[SEAL) 

Clerk of 



Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
31 December 1889 

GENERAL AFFIDAVIT 

State ofNebraska County ofDouglas S.S. 

In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension 
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 43 years. 

I ask to be allowed to file evidence in my Original Invalid Pension Claim of neighbors and 
acquaintances to prove the fact of continuous existence of the diseases of chronic diarrhoea and piles 
from 1867 to 1875 for the reason that no medical testimony can be offered to prove the same. 
Doctor Turner the physician who treated me in Bloomington, Indiana at different times from 1867 
to 1871 is now dead, and I had no physicians from 1871 to about 1875. I was residing in Fillmore 
Co. Nebr. and did not employ any physician, but used home remedies and took the best care of myself 
that I could. 

Affiant further swears his Post Office address is 938 N.Y. Life Ins. Co. Bldg. Omaha, Nebraska. 

~<W. g&r-
Affiant's Signature. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this 31st day ofDecember 1889. The affiant is the person he 
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought 
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written. 

BAade&~ !Tiwnza& 
Notary Public 

The contents were read to affiant before signing the same. 

~ 
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Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
3 January 1890 

GENERAL AFFIDAVIT 

State oflndiana County of Monroe S.S. 

In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension 
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 42 years. 

I was neighbor to and well acquainted with James W. Eller from the time of his discharge from the 
army in 1865 until the said Eller moved away to Nebraska in 1871. I saw him frequently during this 
period. This was in Monroe County, Indiana Of my own knowledge I know that he was during the 
above period aftlicted all of the time more or less with chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not 
interested in this case. 

And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office 
address is Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana. 

~%.~ 
Affiant's Signature. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he 
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought 
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written. 

~.&:~ 
Notary Public 

The contents were read to affiant before signing the same. 



Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
3 January 1890 

GENERAL AFFIDAVIT 

State oflndiana County ofMonroe S.S. 

In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension 
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 45 years. 

I was neighbor to and intimately acquainted with James W. Eller in Bloomington or Monroe County, 
Indiana for a period of time commencing from time said Eller was discharged from the army in 1865 
up to the time he moved away in 1871. And that all of that period he was afflicted more or less with 
chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not interested in this case. 

And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office 
address is Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana. 

J~ (not legible) 
Affiant's Signature. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he 
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought 
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written. 

c%v.~~ 
Notary Public 

The contents were read to affiant before signing the same. 



Name: 
Source: 
Place: 

Date: 

CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
10 January 1890 

GENERAL AFFIDAVIT 

State ofNebraska County of Fillmore S.S. 

In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension 
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 49 years. 

I first became acquainted with James W. Eller at the time he moved to Fillmore County, Nebr. in 
1871, and lived as neighbor to him so that I saw him quite frequently from that time on until he 
moved to Omaha, Neb. in 1885. My acquaintance with him was of a personal character so that I 
knew his physical condition. During the above period he was afflicted to a greater or less degree with 
chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not interested in this case. 

And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office 
address is Exeter, Fillmore Co., Nebraska. 

Affiant's Signature. 

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he 
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought 
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written. 

Jt. (J; Jnzid 
Notary Public 

The contents were read to affiant before signing the same. 
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
27 July 1908 

ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907 

DECLARATION FOR PENSION 

THE PENSION CERTIFICATE SHOULD NOT BE FORWARDED WITH THE APPLICATION 

State ofNebraska 
County ofDouglas 

On this 27th day of July, A.D. one thousand nine hundred and eight, personally appeared before me, 
a Notary Public within and for the county and State aforesaid, James W. Eller, who, being duly sworn 
according to law, declares that he is 60 years of age, and a resident of county of McPherson, State 
ofNebraska; and that he is the identical person who was ENROLLED under the name of James W. 
Eller, on the 26th day ofNovember, 1863, as a Private, in Company I, lOth Indiana Cavalry in the 
service ofthe United States, in the Civil War, and was HONORABLY DISCHARGED at Vicksburg, 
Miss., on the 31st day of August, 1865. That he was not employed in the military or naval service 
of the United States otherwise than as stated above. That his personal description at enlistment was 
as follows: Height, five feet eight inches; complexion, light; color of eyes, blue; color of hair, light; 
that his occupation was farmer; that he was born May 29th, 1846, at Monroe County, Indiana. 

That his several places of residence since leaving the service have been as follows: Exeter, Nebraska 
1872. Fairmont, Nebraska 1873-1886. Omaha, Nebraska 1886-1905. McPherson County, Nebraska 
1905-1908. 

That he is now a pensioner. His pension certificate is number 509,509. 

That he makes this declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension roll of the United 
States under the provisions ofthe act ofFebruary 6, 1907. 

That his post-office address is Tryon, county of McPherson, State of Nebraska. 

Attest: (1) ~Jt. §~ 
(2) J~nzetHv {jjjfuonv 

~11/. 0&r-
(Claimant's signature in full) 
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Also personally appeared John A Gillespie, residing in Omaha, Neb. and Simeon Bloom, residing in 
Omaha, Neb., persons whom I certify to be respectable and entitled to credit, and who, being by me 
duly sworn, say that they were present and saw James W. Eller, the claimant, sign his name (or make 
his mark) to the foregoing declaration; that they have every reason to believe, from the appearance 
ofthe claimant and their acquaintance with him of 15 years and 15 years, respectively, that he is the 
identical person he represents himself to be; and that they have no interest in the prosecution of this 
claim. 

~Jt./7~ 
Jimeorv {iJ!ourrv 
(Signatures of witnesses) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 27th day of July, A.D. 1908, and I hereby certify that the 
contents of the above declaration, etc., were fully made known and explained to the applicant and 
witnesses before swearing, and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this 
claim. 

//eor-.!7~ 
Notary Public 
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
28 November 1911 

Tryon, Neb., Nov. 28, 1911 

Civil War Division 
Inv. Ct£ No. 509,509 
James W. Eller 
Co. I, 10 Indiana Vol. Cav. 

L. Stillwell, Acting Commissioner ofPensions, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

Yours of 11th inst. received in which you say that a medical examination is not warranted; and my 
claim for increase of Pension cannot be further considered unless I furnish medical testimony that will 
warrant a rate in excess of $12 per month. 

Will you kindly inform me as to the nature of the testimony which is to be obtained by the Doctor of 
Medicine in order that I may know whether it is worth while to make the effort to procure the 
medical testimony as it may cost me considerable and that the doctor may know the lines upon which 
the examination is to be made. 

It seems to me that it is a self evident fact that, I myself, know more about the conditions of my 
disability than any doctor could possibly learn by making an examination. And if it would not be out 
of order why not permit me to make a full statement of my condition founded upon such questions 
as your department may see proper to require or ask and then if the result will not justify the Pension 
Department in directing a Board of Medical Pension Examiners to report upon my claim that would 
probably end the matter with your Department. 

Yours Respectfully, 

~cw. gfh-

Lirj 
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS 

James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry 
Military Pension Record 
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P) 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20408 
12 February 1912 

Tryon, Neb., Feb. 12, 1912 

Civil War Division 
Inv. Ctf. No. 509,509 
James W. Eller 
Co. I, 10 Indiana Vol. Cav. 

To the Honorable U. S. Commissioner ofPensions, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

CLAIM. Total Disability. 

According to my discharge I was enrolled on the 26th ofNov. 1863, and discharged August 31, 
1865. I was under 18 years of age at time of enlistment. I had no furlough during my service, was 
in the hospital about three months at Pulaski, Tenn., during summer of 1864, with a severe case of 
diarrhea and fever. 

At the close of the war while at Vicksburg I was taken seriously sick, diarrhea and piles being the 
principle trouble; and for a short time was in the hospital at Indianapolis where we were finally 
discharged. During December, 1865, January, February and March, 1866, I was confined to my bed 
with this sickness and most of the time during that period, I was expected to die almost any day. 
Since my sickness at Pulaski in 1864 I have never been entirely free from diarrhea or piles or the 
effect of the same. 

I could have had a pension at the close of the war, had I applied, but my father who had also been in 
the service, was strongly opposed to asking for a pension so long as he was able to care for me, or 
so long as I could care for myself, and I naturally adopted his doctrine. When I first applied for a 
pension, it was at the earnest solicitation of my family physician who had been a Surgeon in the civil 
war and was familiar with my condition at the time I made my application. He had also prescribed 
for me for several years. 

I was allowed $10 per month. I have been aware ever since, that by making application for increase 
I could have established such claim years ago, but I still had the old thought, that so long as I could 

l~irJ 
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make my living I ought not to ask for increase of pension. 

I am now satisfied that I should, as a matter of right and justice have applied for a pension at the close 
ofthe war, and should have continued to have it increased from time to time as my disability showed 
me to be entitled. 

My first pension certificate was issued August 1893. My new pension certificate under Act of Feb. 
6th 1907, bears date the 22nd day of August 1908, allowing me $12 per month. At that time I wrote 
the department that I would not accept the old age pension of$12 per month in case that would 
prevent me from applying for an increase under the old law. I was informed that I would still have 
the right to apply for an increase. At that time I had found that by reason of my army troubles I 
would have to give up the practice of my profession and would probably be unable in a very short 
time, by reason of my army troubles and their consequences, to make a living. 

Ever since 1905, at which time I took a homestead in this county I have been closing up my law 
business in Omaha, until now I have but three or four matters which is undisposed of; and at the same 
time I have been trying to do the light work which is to be done upon a farm. Never at any time have 
I been able to plow or do any heavy work of any kind and must pay for such work which makes it 
unprofitable, and I have accomplished but little more than to make the improvements required to be 
made upon my homestead, and I am forced to concede that I cannot carry on a farming business, and 
have given up the effort. 

Now as to my physical condition at the present time. I am continually suffering from the effect of 
diarrhea, piles, loss of blood from the rectum, weakness and exhaustion due to the effects of such 
condition. Under the most favorable conditions it is difficult for me to carry a pail of water or in any 
way to lift 25 to 50 lbs. When I harness a team of horses or clean out the stable I am exhausted for 
the time being; and the doing of such light work causes the rectum to protrude, walking over rough 
ground produces the same effect in case I make a misstep. In fact any little exertion will produce the 
same result. 

The passing of excrement, the passage ofblood from the rectum, and the passage of wind or gas, is 
preceded by diarrhea pains, and straining and by the protruding of the rectum. When I am seized with 
the diarrhea pain or straining, it is not possible for me to know whether the passage will be excrement 
from the bowels bleeding from the rectum, wind or gas or by the protruding of the rectum, so that 
I must prepare for the worst which may be a movement of the bowels; this means the taking down 
of my clothing in a great hurry when ever such conditions come upon me, which occurs from 2 times 
to 12 times during the day and from 1 time to 4 times during the night, when I am taking the best of 
care possible; these figures are taken from a record which I kept covering the period commencing Jan. 
15th 1912 and ending with the 30th of Jan. 1912, a period of 16 days and nights, being a 105 times 
during the day and 35 times during the night. I kept such a record thinking that I might be asked 
questions concerning the same by the Board ofExaminers but no question was asked to bring that 
out. 
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I have no sense of feeling in the rectum to enable me to distinguish what I am about to pass. Every 
passage of any character above mentioned is accompanied by severe diarrhea pains and straining 
which is exhausting and painful. 

I took an examination by the Board of Pension Examiners at North Platte, on the 7th of this month. 

I must wear cloths all the time to guard against soiling my clothing and even then I often fail when 
in a severe rush. 

I know nothing of the rules or law governing my case but I have no doubt but that I will be allowed 
as high a figure as is permissible under the law and the rules. I cannot be alone and must pay some 
one for board and care. I have so far been able to procure all of that; but I cannot procure that with 
$1 0 nor $30 per month. It has been suggested to me by one who knows something of pension 
procedure who also knows considerable about my condition that I ought to get a special act of 
congress instead of asking for increase. 

Would it be improper to ask you for advise as to the course I should pursue. 

Yours obediently, 

~1/J. 6'~ 
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CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE 

J~g_!LW. ...... ~l.l!!r ..... ----------·-----.. -
To No .......... ~.0..3.2.3 .. ____ _ 

Th tlie Oterk a( the Diitrid Court of iowa; in andjor Pottawat.tamie Countv: 

THIS CERTIFIES, That 011 the ......... 29 .... _ ............ ...dav o.f. ...... ____ .. ___ ,!!a.y._ ..................... _ ..... ... _ ...... _ ..... 19£.~ .• 

at... ... Council Bluffs ........................... - ...... ............... - ................... .... ............... in8aid Countv, accordingtolaw 

and bv attUIOI"itv, I dul1f 

JOINED IN MARRIAGE 

Gee. D. Crissman 

ClE!r_gyma.p ... 

STATE OF IOWA. t ss. 
Pottawalllunie County, 

1, RO }' IJARVESTJ", Clerk of tile Dialrk.t Court within and .for the Ommtv and Stole a.for~8crid, lterei.!JI 

Ci'rtifll U1at tile above and ((17'egoing i& a full, true and COfflJ)lete COPJI of tlt C' rr•:ortl of U1c <'.ct• l.(tlrn/P of ruarrige of 
•• C' I 

Ja.:neB w. Eller . - ·r.: ... -. o,.:~. 
_ ................ -........... ·-······· ··· ·····--·-· .. ····· ......... ········· .. ' .•...... . . '' ........ --········--·-············ .. - ·-······-····-·········- ·····-.._.."':'''''' 

to ' l~-~~ · 1 
................................. - ... . . ... • .. ... ............. ......... .... . .. .... .. _, _ _______ ___ ___ , .............. _., _ ___ , ___ -l - ~ -.............. ,.-.4 .. 

....................... ..... ... ........... _ .............................. .................... ~Q-~!.sa ... ? ... gilJ .. ig~_!l ____ , ______________ ........ - .. ~·-r.;·}f~4 -~, 
--..-f\9 ~- ' 

118 U1e aame remaim of record _ _____ ____ .................. ............................................ .. --- -· 

IN WITNESS n'JJEIIEOF I ltave he1·eunto aet mv fla11d and 

~ed. the Beol of tl1e said c.ourl 011 l.he ........... ),.Q ......................... _ d"ll 

B11 ........................................... ... - ..... ... ___ ______ ____ DeputJI 



Submitted by Susan Chandler 

After much careful research it has been discovered 
that the artist Vincent Van Gogh had many 
relatives. Among them were: : 

I'm My Own Grandpa 

Submitted by Devon Dahl 

I am My Own Grandpa 
Many, many years ago 

When I was twenty three, 
I got married to a widow, 

Pretty as could be. 
This widow had a grown-up daughter 

With flowing hair of red. 
My father fell in love with her, 
And soon the two were wed. 

This made my dad my son-in-law 
And changed my very life. 

Now my daughter was my mother, 
For she was my father's wife. 

To complicate the matters worse, 
Although it brought me joy. 

His obnoxious brother ... .. ................ .. Please Gogh I soon became the father 
His dizzy aunt. ........ ........ ... ... ... ...... .. ... Verti Gogh Of a bouncing baby boy. 
The brother who ate prunes .. .... ... .... .. Gotta Gogh My little baby then became 

The brother who worked at a convenience A brother-in-law to dad. 
store .......... .. ..... .... ...... .... .. .... .. .. ......... Stopn Gogh And so became my uncle, 
The grandfather from Yugoslavia ............ . U Gogh Though it made me very sad. 

The brother For if he was my uncle, 
who bleached his clothes white .... .... Hue Gogh Then that also made him brother 
The cousin from Illinois ... ... ...... ... ....... Chica Gogh To the widow's grown-up-daughter 
His magician uncle .... ........ ... .. ... Wherediddy Gogh Who, of course, was my step-mother. 
His Mexican cousin .......... ..... .. .... .. .. .. . Amee Gogh Father's wife then had a son, 

The Mexican cousin's Who kept them on the run. 
American half brother .. ........ ...... .. ... . Grin Gogh And he became my grandson, 

The nephew For he was my daughter's son, 
who drove a stage coach ................... Wellsfar Gogh My wife is now my mother's mother 
The constipated uncle ...... .. ... .. ...... .... ... Cant Gogh And it makes me blue 
The ballroom dancing aunt. ... ..... .. ... ... ... Tan Gogh Because, although she is my wife, 
The bird lover uncle ...... ....... ............ Flamin Gogh She's my grandma too. 
His nephew psychoanalyst .... ...... .. .......... .. E Gogh If my wife is my grandmother, 
The fruit loving cousin .. .. .... .. ... ....... ..... Man Gogh Then I am her grandchild. 
Anauntwhotaughtpositivethinking .... WaytoGogh And every time I think of it, 
The little nephew .. ........... ...... ... ........... Poe Gogh It simply drives me wild. 
A sister who loved disco ... ....... ... .... ...... Go Gogh For now I have become 

His Italian uncle ........... ........ .. ... Day Gogh The strangest case you ever saw. 
And his niece who travels the country t:li~ E!Ter Clirorrid"" !As the husband of my grandmother, 

in a van ..... .. .... .. ...... ........ Winnie B. Gogh vor~~9:;"e 2 I am my own grandpa! 

~ 



J. Gerald Eller, 214 Rocky Mountain Way, Arden, NC 28704 
828-681-8680 or ellchron@ aol.com 

Two families are extracted below from records of Trinity Lutheran Church, Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, as reported by Janet N. Welty, 921 Greenview Drive, Wooster, OH 44691. Shown are 
variant spelling of the surnames of children in each of the families - Oehler for some, and Ehler for 
others. [Oehler is the same as Ohler but with an "e" inserted to replace the umlaut over "0," and . Ehler 
is the result of dropping the 0 altogether]. Since Ohler (Oheler) and Eller are used interchangeably, we 
conclude that Ohler, Oheler, Ehler, and Eller (all in use in the U.S. as surnames) are variants of the 
same name. Note: A chapter in the new book, John Jacob Eller and His Descendants is devoted to 
these and other variant surnames similar to Eller. 

Family 1: surnames of first three children are Oehler and the last three are Ehler. 
Elizabet Oehler: born: Apr 16, 1781 bapt: June 4, 1781 

parents: Daniel & wife Maria Marg 
sponsors: Ludwig Vanderschmidt & Widow Catharina Oehlerin 
Note: suffix "in" denotes a female 

Johannes Oehler: born: Feb 8, 1783 bapt : May 25, 1783 
parents: Daniel & wife Maria Marg. 
sponsors: Job. Vanderschidt & wife, Rosina 

Elisabet Oehler: born: Dec 22, 1785 bapt: Mar 4, 1786 
parents: Daniel & wife Margarr. 
sponsors: Elizabet Glatz, single 

Daniel Ehler: born: Jan 28, 1788 bapt: Mar 1, 1788 
parents: Daniel & wife Margaret 
sponsors: parents themselves 

Maria Ehler: born: Jan 9, 1790 bapt: Mar 7, 1790 
parents: Daniel & wife Margaret 
sponsors: Catharina Rudesille . single 

Johannes Ehler: born Mar 16, 1792 bapt: May 6, 1792 
parents: Daniel and wife Margar. 
sponsors: Johannes Schwenk and wife Christine 

Family U: surnames of first five children are Ehler and the last two are Ehler .. 
Susanna Ehler born: May 14, 1791 bapt: Jun 5, 1791 

parents: Christian & wife Margar. 
sponsors: Susanna Grace, the husband's sister 

Elisabet Ehler born: Feb 20, 1794 bapt: Apr 8, 1794 
parents: Christian & wife Marg. 
sponsors: Elisabet Leiblin 

George Ehler born: Nov 12, 1796 bapt: Feb 24, 1799 
parents: Christian & Margaret 
sponsors: parents 

Jacob Ehler born: June 16, 1799 bapt: Jun 17, 1799 
parents: Christian & Margaret 
sponsors: parents 

Salome Ehler born: Nov 18, 1806 bapt: Nov 23, 1806 
parents: Christian & Margaret 
sponsors: parents 

Rosina Oehler born: Jul 2, 1808 bapt: Dec 29, 1808 
parents: Christian & Margaret 
sponsors: parents 

Margaret Oehler born: April 7 1811 bapt: Dec 29, 1811 
parents; Christian & Margaret 
sponsors: parents 

1:fi< -~ Cli,...;cr,.. 
vor- m. ~- • l!IGp .,.. 

~· 



Cover Story: Founding Editors of The Eller 
Chronicles Retire After Eleven Years of Service 

By W.C.U. Staff and Eller Chronicles Staff 
Edited by Sawina R. Eller 

James Gerald Eller was the son of Jonathan Wesley Iona 
Eller and Lillie Kansas Rogers Eller of Graham County, 
North Carolina. His Eller lineage beginning with his 
grandfather William H. Eller and includes in order: John 
Wesley, John, Joseph, Jacob Jr., and immigrant Jacob Eller. 

The Catamounts celebrate 
their Southern Conference 

Division Championship, 
1996 

He was reared on a small 
rural farm in the moun
tains of Western North 
Carolina near Robbinsville 
and began his education in 
the local public schools 
from which he graduated 
in 1938. In high school, he 
served as President of his 
class for all four years and 
played varsity basketball. 

He entered Western Caro
lina Teachers College 
(now Western Carolina 
University) in 1939. There 
he worked his way through 
four years while serving as 
a student senator and labo
ratory assistant. He gradu
ated in 1943 as a science 
major with minors in 
mathematics and history. 

While in college, he joined the US Naval Reserve and was 
called to active duty in July, 1943. He was sent to 
Northwestern University for training as a deck officer. Upon 
receiving his commission, he hastened back to North 
Carolina and, on November 6, 1943, married Juanita Fisher, 
whom he had met in college. Their first child, Jerri Lee, was 
born a year later. (Jerri Lee married Ty Cathey and they 
have two children: Holly Ann and Joe Eller Cathey. Holly is 
married to Tom Walters.) 

He spent the remainder of the war as a commissioned 
officer aboard the U.S.S. Erben a destroyer in the Pacific 
Theater. He participated in five battles and in the only three 
shore bombardments from Naval vessels of the mainland of 
Japan. 

The U.S.S. McCord, a sister shiptothe U.S.S. Erben 

There he also fell in love, first with biology, then 
with Juanita Fisher. 

While a student at Western Carolina, he served as laboratory 
assistant to the Head of the Science Department, who also 
taught Biology. There he also fell in love, first with Biology, 
then with Juanita Fisher. 

(Western Carolina University's location is ideal for biologists. 
The university is near the Blue Ridge Parkway and Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. The region around campus 
is famous for its natural beauty and high plant and animal 
diversity. With an extended spring and a colorful, mild 
autumn, it is well-suited to year-round research and recreation 
in nearby cove and mixed hardwood forests, mountain balds, 
streams, rivers, and waterfalls.) 
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Shortly after his retirement, he be
gan to dabble in genealogy and soon 
was heavily involved in research of 
his Eller lineage. He made contact 
with others of the same interest in
cluding Charlotte Eller Marshall and 
Janine Eller Porter. The three began 
planning around I 985 and launched 
the Eller Family Association in 
1987. 

In his senior year, his department head 
told him that when the war was over he 
wanted him to go to graduate school and 
return and join him in teaching biology. 
Gerald says he never considered any 
other career goal; he went to graduate 
school at the University of North Caro
lina at Chapel Hill and then joined the 
faculty at Western Carolina. He contin
ued his education at the University 
during the summers and took leaves of 
absence until he received a Ph.D. in 
Zoology and Botany in I 963 and re
ceived the Coker Award for the best 
doctoral thesis in the natural sciences. 

The Catamount, Mascot for 
J.Gerald's and Juanita's 

Beloved Alma Mater, 
Western Carolina University 

He and Juanita began publishing 
The Eller Chronicles in November 
I 987. After publishing the first issue 
ofVolume 12 in February, 1998, they 
were successful in recruiting their re
placements. Initially the Chronicles 

.) ~·f'l" tld ... 1!1'"1 

In the mean time, two more children 
were born: Steven Fisher in 1955 (mar
ried to Sarah Reid); and Jeanne Marie in 
1958 (married to Jim Hubbard with two 
sons -- Jay and Bobby). 

As he climbed the academic ladder, J. 
Gerald served as Chairman of the rapidly 
expanding Biology program and began 
playing a major role in the planning of 
future developments which in 1967 re
sulted in university status for the institu
tion. The change since he first attended 
the college was tremendous -- a big 
change from the days when the entire 

student body "could all meet together in one small room." 

He then served as the founding Dean of the School of Arts and 
Sciences and presided over the school's expansion from eight to 
sixteen separate departments. the upgrading of the faculty, and a 
wide range of academic programs. In one year, he hired 87 
faculty members in order to meet the university's needs for 
growth as the Baby Boom generation became ready for college. 
He also increased the percentage of faculty holding doctorates 
from 30 percent to 50 percent. 

J. Gerald later returned to teaching biology due to exhaustion 
from his administrative duties and differences with the newly 
appointed Chancellor. His portrait was hung in a new conference 
room named in his honor in the School of Arts and Sciences 
upon his retirement. At his retirement, he stated he had three 

were produced in their home office. 
but the publication's success soon forced them to seek pro
fessional help from the Closson Press of Apollo, Pennsylva
nia. 

loves: his family, biology, and Western Carolina University. Now At his retirement, he stated he had three loves: 
he has added a fourth: genealogy. no Ell'CT CJiton~cr.. his family, biology, and Western Carolina 

Vol~~:'", University. Now he has added a fourth: 
~ Genealogy. 
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Juanita Fisher was born in 
the South but raised in a 
small town in New En
gland after her father was 
asked to manage a textile 
factory in Western Massa
chusetts. She returned to 
the South to attend West
ern Carolina Teachers 
College (now Western 
Carolina University) and 
study English. It was there 
that she met, fell in love 
with, and married J. Ger
ald Eller. 

nl 
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\ In addition to serving as 
Co-editor, Juanita joined 
Lynn Eller in publishing 
the first Eller Family 
Cookbook, with all profit 
going to the Eller Family 

J. Gerald and Juanita Eller pose with the Eller Banner 
with Phyllis and Vernard Eller and Charlotte Eller Marshall. 

Association. She has since published a second Eller 
Cookbook. 

In addition, she designed and made the Eller Banner 
that is displayed at each biennial National Eller 
Family Conference. She has joined with other 
members of the E.F.A. in promoting the 
Arts and Crafts Sale at the conferences, 
which have produced most of the rev
enue for project activities other than 
The Eller Chronicles. 

In stepping down from the editorship of The Chronicles, 
both J. Gerald and Juanita have indicated their plans are to 
continue to support the new Editors of The Eller Chronicles 
and the Eller Family Association. 

At present, they are working with Ed Eller and Janine 
Porter to put the finishing touches on the new Eller 
book, Descendents of John Jacob Eller. J. Gerald 
hopes to remain active in genealogical research, 
especially in his compilations of all Eller immi
grants to America. In this connection, he also will 
continue to seek contact with descendants of 
immigrants and encourage them to share their 
genealogy through The Eller Chronicles. 

Now living in a retirement community 
near Asheville, North Carolina, J. Ger
ald and Juanita look forward to visits 
from their children and four grandchil
dren, Holly Cathey, Joe Eller Cathey, 
Jay Hubbard, and Bobby Hubbard. Juanita Fisher Eller 

and Nancy Eller 

Other research projects on his plate include the 
continuation of efforts to find connections between 
Eller immigrants to America and their places and 
families of origin in Europe. 

Walt Eller and 
Juanita Fisher 

Eller 

They say their 
single greatest 

Another project of special interest to J. Gerald is his work 
on variant surnames similar to Eller. He is convinced that 
Eller, Ohler (Oheler), Ehler, Eyler, Abler, and probably 
others share a common origin and thinks it is likely that the 
name of the Eller Family Association may in time expand to 
include these additional surnames. 

enjoyment gained from gene
alogy is the remarkable and 
interesting people they have 
met. They have high hopes for 
the future of the Eller Family 
Association, believing that ge
nealogy is best served by the 
cooperative efforts that have 
brought the Association to its 
present level. 

Editor's note: J . Gerald and Juanita have left us some very large 
shoes to fi II. If my brother and I can accomplish half of what they 

""tli"""•-:t=rr.,.,.....,.,<Cfi,....I'Onidi...,. • .,-.. -. have with this publication, we will have reason to be proud. 
l:)o("-JW.-• 
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By Sawina R. Eller 
Co-Editor, The Eller Chronicles 

When George and I were first invited to 
the mini-reunion at Ormond Beach and 
Indian River on the weekend of March 
14th, I must admit I wasn't sure what to 
expect. After getting to know the various 
board members of the Eller Family Asso
ciation. however, I realized my fears were 
unfounded. 

The 15 Ellers from seven states my 
brother and I encountered at the mini
reunion turned out to be some of the most 
exuberant fun, and down-to-earth people I 
have ever met. 

After dinner at Blackbeard's, we were all 
treated to coffee and Lois Eller Hardy's deli
cious banana pudding at Kent's and Faye's 
house. Discussion ranged from genealogy to 
World War II Navy stories to the latest plot 
twists on daytime television. 

Representing Florida were J. Gerald and 
Juanita Eller of Ormond Beach (also of 
Arden, North Carolina), Kent and Faye Eller 
of Edgewater, George C. Eller II and Rita 
Frankfort Eller of Jacksonville, and George C. 
Eller III and yours truly, also of Jacksonville. 

The weekend started off with a 
little get-together at J.Gerald's and 
Juanita's place, where we got to 
meet and go over some of the 
technical aspects of running The 
Eller Chronicles with J. Gerald, 
Nancy, Juanita, and Walt Eller. 

Sawina Ruth Eller 

Representing Georgia was Ed Eller 
of Dalton. Representing Indiana were 
Van and Betty Eller of Fisher. Repre
senting Ohio were Gene and Lois 
Eller Hardy of Clinton. Representing 
Oklahoma were John and Lucy Eller 

Once the serious business was 

(George Clifford Eller, Jr., George Clifford 
Eller, Sr., Lucius Elom Eller, Waffen Eller, 

E/om Eller, Jacob Eller, Leonard Eller, 
George Michael Eller) of Skiatook. And last, but never least, 

representing the Lone Star State were 
our distinguished President and Sec

resolved, it was time to have some fun, Eller-style. (And 
those of you with the beer bottle labels and a bad knee 
know what I'm talking about!) 

retaryffreasurer, Walt and Nancy Eller of Crowley, Texas. 
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