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FIRST NATIONAL ELLER REUNION will be held ,in 
·salisbury, Rowan Co., NC. See pp.76-77 for further information. 
The exact date and other details of this projected 3-day 
conference on Eller genealogy and family history will be 
announced later by: Co-chairpersons, Charlotte Eller Marshall 
and Kathy Schoen. 

All ELLER AND ALLIED FAMILY MEMBERS in the U.S., Germany and 
other countries are invited regardless of specific: Eller 
lineage or membership in the the Eller Family Association. The · 
event may · prove to be international in scope since invitations ] 
are extended world-wide. 

I 
BE SURE TO FILL OUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE AND RETURN TO KATHY 
SCHOEN AND BEGIN NOW TO PLAN TO BE IN SALISBURY, NC IN 1989 • 
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THE JACOB ELLER FAMILY OF ROANOKE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

A Research Report <Part I>: Compiled by David B. Eller and 
Presented at the Eller Family Reunion, Salem, Virginia, June 
22, 1986; Copyrisht (c) 1986. Published here with permission 
of the author. 

This essay will explore the origins and identify the 
first generation descendants of Jacob ELLER, wife Magdalene, 
who settled in what is now Roanoke County, Virginia, in the 
last decade of the eighteenth century. By doins so it will 
address two 9uestions of concern to Jacob Eller descendants. 
The first is that of his ancestry. What is known of him, his 
wife, and their family backsrounds? How is Jacob Eller 
related to other ELLER families? Secondly, the paper will 
explore early connections of the Jacob Eller family with the 
Church of the Brethern, known popularly in the nineteenth 
century as "Dunkers" but more formally as German Baptists. 
At 9uestion is when the family became associated with the 
Brethern. As will be noted later, the problem of Jacob 
Eller's orisins and the family's Brethern identity are not 
unrelated. These are 9uestions which should be addressed 
before a definitive Jacob Eller family history can be 
compiled. 

Definins Jacob and Masdalene Eller in historical terms 
presents problems typical of research in early 
German-American family history. There are few existing 
church records or family papers. Legal documents which might 
be helpful are often vasue or nonexistent. Spellins was not 
standardized in the early nineteenth century and diminutive 
forms of names <"Rebecca" and "Becky" to cite a . clear 
example> were used interchangeably. Family tradition about 
certain ancestors is unclear, · inconsistent, and in many 
cases lost. 

It seems clear that the name ELLER is of German origin 
and means 1 i terally "one who 1 i ves near an alder tree·" 
<German: Erle>, or it may have some connection with the noun 
Ell-e which means a yard, as in a unit of measurement. The 
E-1-1-e-r spellins has remained remarkably standard, 
although variations including E-1-e-r, A-1-1-e-r, and 
E-1-1-o-r have been found in records referring to a Jacob 
Eller descendant. There are literally scores of persons <and 
a few place names> with E-1-1-e-r spelling in West Germany 
today. Eller immisrants continued to come to the United 
States well into the nineteenth century so that there are 
numerous ELLER families in various sections of the country 
who appear to have no connection with the Roanoke County, 
Virginia, family. 

The problem of identification for Jacob Eller begins in 
America as early as the mid-eighteenth century. Between the 
1740s and 1810s no fewer than twenty adult E-1-1-e-r males 
<this spelling> immisrated to the colonies and the newly 
formed United States. Three of these had the Christian or 
siven name of Jacob. These are: Johann Jacob Eller, ship 
"Sally," December 31, 1772 and Jacob Eller, ship 
"Favourite." September 5, 1785--both of whom took the oath 
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of allegiance in Pennsylvania; and a Jacob Eller who arr1veo 
in North Carolina in 1765 and took the oath there. 
Presumably many of these families were related, although 
there is no definitive ELLER family study. Interesting too 
is the fact that although many of these families came into 
the country through Philadelphia, few remained in 
Pennsylvania. There are only scattered references to Ellers 
in Pennsylvania records before 1800. The 1790 census 
reveals that only one Eller family lived in the state 
<Germantown, Philadelphia). Apparently most moved south. 
There are three E-1-1-e-r households in Maryland <two in 
Washington County> and eleven in Rowan County, North 
Carolina. Unfortunately, there are no existing 1790 or 1800 
census returns for Virginia} 

Back to Jacob and Magdalene Eller. Family tradition is 
rather strong that three brothers arrived in Philadelphia, 
presumably from the Rhine Valley of Germany (Rhineland or 
Palatinate> before 1800. With other German immigrants they 
made their way south down the Blue Ridge mountains into 
Virginia. Jacob settled in what was then Botetourt County 
<created from Augusta in 1769-1770> while the two unnamed 
brothers continued south and settled in North Carolina. This 
tradition, while never throughly studied, is plausible in 
that there clearly was a major migration of Germans from 
Pennsylvania into Maryland and down the Blue Ridge into the 
Carolinas, beginning in the early decades of the eighteenth 
century.3 According to an Eller genealogy published in 1925, 
three ELLER brothers-- Jacob, Christian, and Melchior--do 
appear to have settled in Rowan County, North Carolina in 
the 1760's. Details concerning their travel route and 
point<s> of departure, however, are lacking. This Jacob 
Eller died in Rowan County in 1782. Another, younger Jacob 
Eller is picked up in the 1790 census who continued to live 
in western North Carolina well into the nineteenth century~ 

In addition, there were two Jacob Ellers who, assuming 
them to have been young men when they landed in 
Philadelphia, would have been of the approximate age of the 
Virginia Jacob. Our Jacob is enumerated in the 1810 census 
for Botetourt County. Both he and wife are shown as over 
age 45, meaning that they were born sometime before 1765. 
The household at that time consisted of six children: a 
female between 16 and 26, a male and female between 10 and 
26, and two males and one female under age 10.5 

The "three brothers" tradition was briefly presented in 
JACOB ELLER FAMILY TREE <Salem, Va., mimeograph, 1948> by 
Henry C. Eller, now of Bridgewater, Virginia. This brief but 
important study was put together from information collected 
and preserved by his father, Christian E. Eller, and others. 
This family tree has been used by genealogists of related 
families such as BRUBAKER, BARNHART, AND FLORA. While THE 
JACOB ELLER FAMILY TREE is incomplete and contains some 
minor errors, it still provides the core of what is known 
about early Jacob Eller descendants. 

One of the genealogists who used Henry Eller's 1948 
compilation was James W. Hook. Hook was a descendant of a 
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North Carolina ELLER family <Virginia Eller and James Hook, 
married in 1867) and in several publications endeavored to 
trace various branches of these two families. The last of 
his books, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER AND DESCENDANTS OF HIS IN 
AMERICA <New Haven, Conn.: for the Author, 1957) is a 
thot"ough updating of the earlier publications and is based 
on considerable research. By including Henry Eller's 
material, however, Hook created a past for Jacob Eller 
totally outside the Virginia family's tradition. 

Briefly, Hook theorized that our Jacob was a younger 
son of George Michael Eller, a German immigrant who died in 
Frederick County, Maryland, in 1778, but who had earlier 
lived in western North Carolina where the other ELLER 
families had settled. His will names several children, 
including his "youngest son Jacob" who was given the family 
Bible. Three of his known sons, Peter, Leonard, and George, 
all 1 i ved in North Carol ina.6 

The evidence for Jacob Eller of Virginia being the son 
named in George Michael's will is circumstantial, but hardly 
conclusive. Jacob would have been of the approximate age to 
have been a younger son, that is, born in the 1760s. 
And,Frederick County, Maryland records do indicate that a 
Jacob Eller was active there in the 1790s. He married Mary 
Willjard in 1792, voted "Federalist" in the presidential 
election of 1796, and is enumerated there in the census of 
1800. By the 1790s, however, our· Jacob was well established 
in Botetourt County, Virginia. Hook believed the Frederick 
County Jacob to have been a son of Henry Eller < d. 1788 in 
Frederick County> whom he suggested was a brother of George 
Michaell 

In support of his theory that the Virginia Jacob was a 
son of George Michael Eller, Hook cites the westward 
movement of David Eller, an older son of Jacob to infer a 
relationship between the two families. Unfortunately, David 
Eller has been completely lost from the Virginia family 
tradition and was therefore not recorded in THE JACOB ELLER 
FAMILY TREE. E:<tensive but unpublished research by Charles 
E. Martin between 1978 and 1980 demonstrates that David 
moved from Virginia to Montgomery County, Ohio in the mid 
1820s, to Preble County, same state in the mid 1830s, and 
from there to Hamilton County, Indiana, sometime in the late 
1840s~ 

Hook learned of the existence of David Eller through a 
reading of Jacob Eller's probate records, census returns, 
and from a brief reference to him in a Hamilton County, 
Indiana, history published in 1915. David's move west did 
parallel somewhat that of Leonard Eller, a known son of 
George Michael. He moved from North Carolina to Miami 
County, Ohio in 1801, and from there to Hamilton County, 
Indiana in 1834. Hook's inference is that David followed his 
"uncle" Leonard both to Ohio and Indiana. Such conjecture is 
not without merit, except that there is nothing in deed, 
probate, census, or ather records which prove that the two 
men had any financial ties, or that they even knew each 
other.9 
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There are other problems with Hook's theory concern1ng 
the origins of Jacob Eller. For example, three of Jacob 
Eller's daughters still living in 1880 and enumerated in the 
Federal census that year indicate a belief that both parents 
were born in Virginia.10 If Jacob were a son of George 
Michael, he would more likely have been born in Maryland or 
North Carolina. Furthermore, Jacob's son David was born 
c1782 (according to a now lost grave marker>, and David's 
children believed that he too was born in Virginia. This 
means that there is a rather strong family tradition which 
places Jacob in Virginia far earlier than Hook's theory 
would allow. 

Finally, there is a weak arsument from silence. George 
Michael's Bible, important enough to be mentioned in the 
1778 will, is not in the possession of any known Jacob Eller 
descendant, nor is there any known family tradition about 
such an important book. Given the family's strong ties to 
the German Baptist Brethern in the following generations, 
surely it would have been preserved. A Bible is not 
mentioned in the Jacob Eller's will or in an inventory of 
articles in his estate which were sold in 1830. 

Unfortunately, for the present, Jacob Eller's 
background remains unclear. There simply is no hard evidence 
to support Hook's belief that he was the son of George 
Michael Eller. It does seem probable, however, that he was 
related in some way to one or mere of the Carolina ELLER 
families. 

The background of his wife Magdalene does not help 
resolve the matter. That her name was Magdalene <or 
Magdalena/Magdalen/Magalein> is without question since it 
appears with Jacob on an early deed record in Botetourt 
County. Some family researchers have suggested that her 
maiden name was PETERS, and indeed, this is the name 
recorded on the family record in the Latter Day Saints 
church archives.ll Documentation of her family name is 
circumstantial at best. There is no known recorded marriage 
of Jacob Eller to a Magdalene of any name before 1800 in 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia or North Carolina. 
Obviously more research on her background needs to be under
taken before the full Jacob Eller family history can be 
completed. 

The land records of Jacob Eller in what is now Roanoke 
County <created from Botetourt in 1838> are helpful in 
locating him. As mentioned previously, the earliest first 
known reference dates Eller in Roanoke County in the 1790s. 
On July 19, 1790, the Commonwealth of Virginia conveyed to 
him 150 acres on "Wolf Run, a Branch of Back Creek." This 
tract was apparently part of a land warrant originally 
issued to one John Minter (or Minten?> in 1788. Minter 
assigned a portion of the warrent to Humphrey Smith, who in 
turn assigned it to Eller. A few years, in 1804, Eller sold 
this same property to his in-law, John Brubaker for $500.12 
Research to date has not been able to locate "Wolf Run" or 
the 150 acre tract. It may well have been located in 
Franklin County <created in 1787>. 
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The farm which until a few years ago was known as the 
"Eller homeplace" was conveyed to Jacob Eller from Jacob 
Vest in 1799. Located approximately seven miles southwest 
from the county seat at Salem, "on the headwaters of Craven 
Creek," this property of 470 acres was part of survey 
originally granted by the Commonwealth of Virginia to Thomas 
Harrison in 1790. Harrison sold a portion of this grant to 
John Harris, who in turn sold it to Vest. Vest had it 
resurveyed, then sold 470 acres of it to Eller for $1165.67. 
His title was not recorded until 1802J3 The "sheepskin deed" 
<land grant) which contains a survey description of the 
property patented to Harrison has remained in the Eller 
family until the present. 

Jacob Eller also acquired an additional 49 acres next 
to the Craven Creek land on "Mudlick, a Branch of the 
Roanoke." This was obtained from the estate of Abraham 
Statler, deceased, in 1819, although Eller was not a Statler 
heir)4 This brought his real property to approximately 519 
acres. 

The only other land transaction known to involve Jacob 
Eller is intriguing, but vague. In 1814 the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, under a newly enacted law, moved to collect back 
taxes of $3.25 on 400 acres which Jacob Eller owed for the 
years 1797 and 1798. The location of this property is 
unknown, as are the details as to when and how Eller 
acquired it. The tax could have been on the Craven Creek 
farm. Eller may have rented here prior to purchase in 1799 
and part of the now lost purchase agreement was to pay taxes 
owed by Vest. The Back Creek property to which he then did 
have title, consisted of only 150 acres, and it was 
transferred in total to John Brubaker in 1804. In any event, 
the county Deputy Sheriff certified to the Commonwealth 
"that no property could be found," and declared the 400 
acres legally for sale in a Richmond newspaper. Fifty acres 
was sold in August, 1814 for $3.45 to Frederick Garst, who 
was subse9uently given a Sheriff·s deed, recorded May 21, 
181715 What makes this transaction even more unusual is that 
Garst was Eller·s son-in-law, he having married Susan Eller 
in 1809. 

There are few family traditions about Jacob Eller. It 
is assumed that he farmed but he may also have liked to 
hunt, and if so was probably absent from the family and farm 
for long periods. It is entirely possible that he spoke both 
German and English and he could apparently sign his name in 
English script. Local records have him being appointed 
"overseer of the road" in 1799. According to a C. E. Eller 
statement, Jacob·s two story house <cabin?> stood on the 
homeplace close to where his son Abraham and later his son 
J.W. Eller built homes.l6 Interestingly enough, in 1805 Jacob 
Eller sold to Michael Danner various household and kitchen 
furniture, 
stud horse 
debt.17 

"shop tools used for making wagons." as well as a 
and cow, apparently in an attempt to settle a 

When Jacob Eller prepared his will 
had sufficient real property to make a 
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his wife and children. Since the W1l.L ana 1:ne sel<t..l.t::mc:u .. ...,, 

the estate provides the clearest identification of his 
children, it merits careful attention. His wife <unnamed) 
was allowed to remain in the house where they lived 
"throughout her natural life." half the garden, a clock, two 
beds, a cupboard, table and other furniture and household 
items, a mare, saddle and bridle, and $200 in cash. Two 
sons, John and Abraham, were to e9ually divide his 
"plantation" of "about five hundred acres" after it was 
surveyed, each son posting an appropriate bond. John, also 
an executor of the estate, was to receive that portion of 
the division on which he then lived. Abraham received 
various farming implements. An unmarried daughter Rebecca 
received various household items, including a spinning 
wheel, a saddle and bridle, a cow and a calf, as well as $50 
in cash. Further, it was Jacob's desire that she live with 
her mother during her lifetime ••and if she thinks proper to 
remain after the death of her mother in the house where they 
both occupy and is to have the use of the upper room in the 
said house so long as she conducts herself decently.'' 
Finally, Eller directed that his remaining personal property 
be sold at public auction and that the proceeds be 
distributed e9ually among his children and wife. To be 
included in this distribution were the heirs of Susan Garst, 
deceased, wife of Frederick GarstJ8 

The sale was held November 12, 1830, which meant that 
Jacob probably died sometime in early fall. The location of 
his grave and that of Magdalene, death date unknown, has not 
been preserved. Both are probably buried on the family farmJ 9 

According to estate administration papers filed in January, 
1840, his real property was valued at $2,538.17 and a 
division of $239.99 paid to nine heirs, including Magdalene. 
These heirs were: Henry Brubaker, wife Sarah; Frederick 
Garst; Peter Himley, wife Nancy; Isaac Wertz, wife Rebecca; 
David Eller; Daniel Peters, wife Elizabeth; Abraham Eller; 
and John Eller.20 These then are the known children and 
grandchildren of Jacob Eller. They are arranged in order of 
marriage, not in order of birth: 

1. DAVID ELLER, c1782-1858; m. 1>Anna Brubaker, 1785-1825 on 
December 21, 1802 in··Franklin County, VA; 2> Elizabeth Foutz 
<1825>, and 3> Mary Martin (1827>, the latter two in Montgo
mery County, OH. Anna Brubaker was a daughter of John and 
Anna Myers Brubaker who moved to Franklin County in 1781 and 
to whom Jacob Eller sold land in 1804. David Eller moved to 
Ohio in the mid 1820s, then to Hamilton County, IN in the 
late 1840s. He is not in the 1850 census and died without a 
will or property (intestate>. ·several children in the 1850 
census are enumerated in other households, Preble County, 
OH. 
Children by Anna Brubaker: 

Catherine Eller, 1806-?; m. William R. Bowles 
Mary Eller, 1808-1882; m. (as the 2nd wife) William 

Bowser, ?-1842; 2> George Miller, ?-1856 
Daniel Eller, 1810-? <unmarried) 
Abraham Eller, c1815-? <unmarried> 
Andrew Eller, 1819-1896; m. 1> Elizabeth Auchenback, 

1816-1868; 2> Hannah M. Smeltzer; 3> Elizbeth 
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Bright 
Samuel Eller, c1825-? <unmarried) 

Children of Elizabeth Foutz: 
Joseph Eller, 1826-? 

Children of Mary Martin: 
Nancy Eller, 1828-?; m. Zachariah Clark 
Benjamin Eller, 1830-1870; m. Diana Dacus 
Henry Eller, 1834-? 

2. SARAH ("SALOMA"> ELLER 21, c. 1787-1882; m. (2nd wife to> 
HENRY BRUBAKER, 1775-1848, on January 24, 1810 in Franklin 
County. Brubaker was a brother to Anna Brubaker (above>. He 
owned land on Peters Creek, Roanoke County, where he 
bequeathed the land for the Peter Creek Brethern 
meetinghouse. He fathered nine children by his first wife, 
Elizabeth Flory. Children by Sarah Eller: 

John Brubaker,* 1811-1887; m. Susannah Flory, 1816-1886 
Nancy Brubaker, 1813-?; m. Christian Wertz 
Tobias Brubaker, 1814 (d. infant> 
Benjamin Brubaker, 1816-1891; m. 1>Mary Garst,1822-

1848; 2> Susan <nah> Wolfe 1820-1903 
Magdalene Brubaker, 1820-1892; m. 1> Samuel Franz; 2> 

David Blocker, 1812-1886 
Abraham Brubaker, 1820-1898; m. Elizabeth Rivercomb 
Isaac Brubacker, 1825-1897(8?>; m. Christine Beckner 

1828?-1910 
Elias Brubaker,* 1828-1899; m. Susan Beckner 
Elizabeth Brubaker, 1829-1899; m. John Beckner 
Moses E. Brubaker, 1831-1904; m. Susannah Grisso 

3. SUSAN ("Susanna'') ELLER,22 c1778-1827; m. FREDERICK GARST 
<Jr.>, 1784-1850, on December 28, 1809. This is undoubtedly 
the same Garst that purchased 50 acres from Virginia in 1814 
to settle Jacob Eller's back taxes. He and his wife lived in 
Botetourt County until c1826 when the family relocated to 
near Jonesboro, Tennessee. Children: 

Samuel Garst, 1810-1876; m. Susannah Peffley 
Jacob Garst, 1812-1893; m. 1) Wrightsman; 2> Fanny 

Sherfy, 1817-1898 
David Gart, 1814-1886; m.1> ; m. 2>Anna Bashor, 

1808-1895 
Magdalena Garst, 1816-1906; m. Abraham Sherfy, 

1818-1866 
Nancy Garst, 1817-1860; m. Samuel Sherfy,* 1817-1896 
Henry Garst, 1818-1898; m. Mary Bowman, 1820-1890 
Catherine Garst, 1820-1911; m. Richard Deakins, , 

1798-1873 
Sarah Garst, 1822-1917; m. Michael Bashor, 1811-? 
Elizabeth Garst, 1824-1892; m. David Bowman, 1828-1896 
Joel Garst, 1824-1892; m. Catherine Sherfy, 1822-? 

Frederick Garst married 2) Sarah Franz and ten more children 
were added tq his family. Many of the Eller-Garst children 
resided in the Jonesboro area. 
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4. ELIZABETH ELLER, c1793-aft.1880; m. UHN!cL ~~~~~~, 

c1782-aft.1850. The family resided in Franklin County at the 
census of 1850. Known children: 

Rebecca Peters, c1816-?; m. Henry Donahue 
Moses Peters, c1819-?; m. Rebecca Barnhart 1826-1903 
Jonathan Peters, c1823-? 
Magdalene Peters, c1829-?; m. Jacob Eller 1823-1907 

(a first cousin, see JOHN ELLER family below> 
Aaron Peters, c1831-?; m. Frances Flora 
Samuel Peters, c1833-?; m. Hannah Flora, 1830-? 

5. JOHN ("Johnny") ELLER,* c1795-1871; m. CATHERINE 
BRUBAKER, 1794-?1880 on February 19, 1818. Catherine was a 
sister of Anna Brubaker and Henry Brubaker <above> --all 
children of John and Anna Myers Brubaker. John Eller lived 
on part of Jacob Eller's Craven Creek property, seven miles 
southwest of Salem. He was a Brethern minister. 

Lavina Eller, 1826-?; m. John Deaton; 2> Samuel Danner 
George Eller, 1821-?; m. Nancy Sloan 
Jacob Eller, 1823-1907; m. ?1>Susan Fisher 2>Magdalene 

Peters, c1829-? 
Joel W. Eller, 1825-1902; m. Martha Reynolds 
Abraham J. Eller.* 1828-1923; m. Saloma Flora, 

1834-1919 
John B. Eller, 1831-1912; m. 1>Marly Flora, 1829-?; 2> 

Sarah Weddle Flora 
Henry Eller, 1837-1912; m. Harriet Reynolds 
Ann<a> Eller, 1835-1919; m. James Parker 
Catherine Eller, 1841-?; m. 1> Carey F.Johns; 2> John 

B. Peters 

6. NANCY ELLER, c 1800-?; m. PETER HIMLEY on February 24, 
1820. His name is also spelled HIMLECK and HIMLICK. This 
family is not in the 1850 census for Virginia •• Himley was 
present at the sale of personal property for Jacob Eller's 
estate in 1830, and he received a share of the estate for 
his wife in 1840. Himleck bought land in 1819 from John and 
Daniel Barnhart, and in 1825 from John Stoner. No other 
information. 

7. ABRAHAM <"Abram") ELLER, 1801-?1870; m. Mary <Polly> 
WERTZ <WIRTZ>, on March 31, 1831. They lived on a portion of 
Jacob Eller's Craven Creek land, seven miles southwest from 
Salem in Roanoke County on what became known as the "Eller 
homeplace." Children: 

Anna F. Eller, 1832-1906; m. 1> Frances Asberry Deaton, 
1827-1865; 2) John W. Deaton 1838-1911 

Magdalene Eller, 1833-1894; m. Joseph W. Barnhart 
1832-1900 

John W. Eller,* 1836-1899; m. 1> leah Barnhart 
1836-1865; 2> Hannah Brubaker,1842-1902 

Eliza Eller, 1838-1926; m. John B. Naff,* 1836-1905 
Sarah Eller, c1838-1921; m. James Neff 
David Eller, c1840-?; m. Julia Neff 
Christian Eller, 1846-1866 <unmarried> 
Abraham C. Eller, 1848-1924; m. Salome Brubaker, 
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1850-1921 
Amanda Eller, c1848-c1869 <unmarried> 
Francis Asberry Eller,* 1851-1938; m. Elizabeth 

<Bettie) Brubaker, 1855-1941 
Nannie Eller, c1854-1945; m. Daniel R. Brubaker, 1850-

1928 

8. REBECCA ELLER, c1810-?; m. ISAAC WERTZ <WIRTZ> c1813-1891 
on June 9, 1832. The family lived in Franklin County at the 
census of 1850. Known children: 

Magdaline Wertz, 1832-1911; m. Henry Laprad 
Ann<a> Wertz, c1835-?; m. Abraham Barnhart 
Catherine Wertz, c1836-? 
Noah Wertz, c1839-? 
Samuel E. Wertz, 1841-1928; m. Barbara 1841-1931 

<* indicates a Brethern minister) 

James Hook also suggests another son, Jacob, based on 
the fact that a second Jacob Eller, age 26-45, appears in 
the 1820 census for Botetourt County. His household 
consisted of female over 45, a female 26-45, three males 
under 26, and a female under 16.23 Our Jacob in 1810 had a 
male "under 10" that cannot be explained in terms of known 
sons. However, this child is clearly not old enough to be 
the second 1820 Jacob. The 1810 male could have a son that 
did not survive or the child of a relative. In any event, 
the second 1820 Jacob is not in the 1830 census for 
Botetourt County and is otherwise unknown. Hook and Henry 
Eller also list a daughter Magdalene based on the fact that 
she received an e~ual share of Jacob Eller's estate. As 
noted earlier, however, this is Eller's wife, not daughter. 

<Eds. Part II of David B. Eller's Research Report will trace 
the relationship between the Ellers and the Brethern Church 
and will appear in the August Newsletter. Dr. David B. Eller 
is Editorial Director, The Brethern Press, Church of the 
Brethern General Board, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. 
Several members of the Jacob Eller of Virginia lineage 
belong to the Eller Family Assoc. and we are delighted to 
share this excellent paper and the following story, JAY 
VERNARD ELLER·by Geraldine Crill Eller, with them and other 
readers. The Jay Vernard Eller story concerns another of the 
many descendants of Jacob Eller of Virginia who were 
ministers in the Church of the Brethern. The uncertain but 
probable relationship described by David Eller between the 
North Carolina and Virginia Ellers raises an interesting 
challenge that should be pursued by researchers of both 
groups. Only one clarification can be offered here to David 
Eller's account: The Jacob Eller who " arrived in North 
Carolina in 1765 and took the oath there" indeed did so on 
that date but his presence in North Carolina dates from 1761 
or earlier and he arrived in North Carolina from Montgomery 
County, PA where he was married in 1753. Records of the date 
and place of his arrival in America have not been found; he 
probably entered at Philadelphia c1750.) 

* * * * * 
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QUERY- From Bill Eller, 370 Upham St., Lakewood, CO 80226: 
While visiting in Seattle, WA a friend pointed out on an old 
brick building in downtown Seattle an old sign in 3 feet 
high letters- ELLER FURNACE CO.- Can any one identify the 
Eller involved? 

QUERY- From William L. Eller, 2056 S.E.Grandview Court,Mil
walkie, OR 97267: Seeks info on JAMES ELLER, b. at sea 1801-
1803. I have some info on James and his wife Susan ___ ?, 
on one of his sons, his grandad, wife and children. That he 
was born at sea might be the link to connect him to other 
Ellers. I have no idea where the other James Eller children 
are, or even if his marriage to Susan was his first. 

* * * * * 
CORRECTIONS TO PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THE ELLER CHRONICLES: 
Letter from Jerry A. Taylor, P.O. Box 101, Young Harris, GA: 
"In the listing of the children of Joseph and Mariah Hedden 
Eller on p. 9 of the Feb. 1988 Eller Chronicles, please note 
this correction regarding child #6, VINETTA ELLER, b. 1835, 
Rabun Co.,GA. SHE DID NOT MARRY 5 SEPT. 1841 ABNER SMITH. 
Nothing further is known about Vinetta Eller after the 1850 
census of Union Co., GA. In that year she was 15 years old 
and living with her grandmother, Elizabeth Pinson Hedden 
Visage. Elizabeth Pinson Hedden Visage had a step-daughter 
named Vinetta Visage who married Abner Smith. 

"Would not Joseph Eller of Buncombe Co. who had the saddle 
bags full of gold not be the uncle of Joseph Eller of Towns 
County rather than a first cousin?" 

<Eds. We thank Jerry for the above. The answer to his last 
9uestion is yes.) 

CEds. Please 
"Chronicle" on 
newsletter has 
could say that 
mistake but the 

note 
the 

that the "H" missing 
masthead of the Nov. 1988 

in the word 
and Feb. 1988 

been restored in this isssue. We wish we 
your sharp- eyed editors discovered the 

truth is that we did not see the error until 
it was called to our attention.> 

* * * * * 
REUNION: Sunday, 12 June 1988, A reunion of the descendants 
of HENRY CLEVELAND ELLER, SR. <1836-1922> and MARTHA "PATSY" 
HUFFMAN ELLER <1836-1929>, at Boiling Springs Baptist 
Church, Purlear, NC, at 12 Noon. Bring food, beverage is 
furnished by Eller Catering Service of Taylorsville, NC. 
Contact: Ruby Harrell, Rte.3 Box 665, Ridgeway, VA 24148. 

* * * * * 
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JAY VERNARD ELLER 
1899-1978 

MASTER TEACHER 

MINISTER 

CMCLEADER 

HUMANITARIAN 

••• by Geraldine Crill Eller 

Jay Eller and daughter Elfreda in 
reception line honoring Jay Eller's 
fifty years in the ministry (1975) 
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ROOTS 

Jay Eller was born in Douglas County, near Lawrence, 
Kansas. At his death, he was living in Douglas County, near 
Wenatchee, Washington. He was the third son of George Riley 
and Mary Marks Eller. He had been preceded by brothers Ralph 
and Ora. His birth was followed by that of Nellie, a 
brother Dan, Grace, and Mary. George and Mary Eller had 
seven children. 

Jay's father was a "Pauline" minister in the Church of 
the Brethren. He earned his own living, while leading a 
congregation. This entailed farming a leased land, moving 
often as small churches needed a pastor. The Eller children 
grew up, and went to common schools in various places from 
the Kansas/Missouri border to over the Colorado line, with 
stops in between. 

Mary Marks had been a school teacher in rural schools 
near Olathe, Kansas. She married George Eller on 
Valentine's Day, and began moving west as her husband was 
called to serve pioneer churches. 

The Quinter Church of the Brethren attracted many 
settlers into Gave County. These settlers began raising 
wheat, that made Kansas known as the "Bread Basket of 
America." 

The Ellers moved to the Quinter area just preceding a 
drouth problem. "Prairie fires," "grasshopper plagues" were 
not simply terms in the dictionary, but were facts of life. 

One year, George Eller harvested his crop in a wheel
barrow. If nothing else gave the farmers trouble, a hail 
storm could wipe out a crop in minutes--or a cyclonel Jay 
said they had variety in their meals in those days.Breakfast 
was mush and milk; lunch was cornmeal mush and butter; sup
per was fried cornmeal mush. Many others were depressed 
too. 

HARD TIMES 

There were Brethren on these Kansas Plains. The members 
in the East began their well-known· "Relief Services." Food
stuff and hand-me-down clothing were shipped to Kansas by 
the barrel full. Russian thistles were cut green, used as 
fodder for the cattle. Money was taken up in other church 
collections and sent to help until better times came. 

The first year, when Geraldine had gone from Idaho to 
Kansas to college in 1922, and came home having met Jay 
Eller, there was an apple grower who had this "Relief" story 
to tell. Walter Sisler had taken a freight car load of un
packed apples to Kansas. He had the car switched onto the 
Quinter siding. He sold apples to any buyers for what they 
could pay, in anything they could carry. Sisler told 
Geraldine that he noticed three little boys standing back of 
the crowd with nothing in which to carry apples. He asked 
one of the women who the boys were and was told, "They are 
the preacher's kids. They can't buy." 
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When the crowd slacked off a bit Walter Sisler called 

the boys up to the car door. He told them to unbutton their 
shirts. He filled their shirts with apples, and wished them 
good luck. He said their smiles and glowing faces were pay 
enough for him. Their names were Ralph, Ora and Jay Eller. 
At that time, of course, Sisler would not know that nearly 
twenty years later the youngest of them would marry an Idaho 
girl, that Jay Eller would move west and one summer work as 
a foreman of one of Walter Sisler's apple thinning crews. 

The Brethren tendency for serving others was ingrained 
in them. It began in Germany when persecution was imposed 
on people not of the State Church. Brethren women began 
baking bread in long narrow loaves, in order to tie them on 
a string and pass them down through the iron grills to the 
prisoners in the dungeons below. 

The first Brethren minister in America became known as 
the "Bread Father of Philadelphia." Having made the 
crossing of the Atlantic in a sailing vessel themselves, the 
Brethren knew the problems. Greedy ship masters, eager to 
make big profits, often overloaded on passengers and under
loaded on supplies. Many ship's captains did not stop their 
crews from stealing what the passengers had, The Brethren 
met every ship that beat up the Philadelphia Harbor, with 
starving people at the rails and- passed baskets of bread up 
to all eagerly reaching for food. 

HOW IT WAS DONE 

When neither the farm nor the church could supply the 
Ellers with a living, the children got jobs off the farm. 
Jay, the younger of the boys, was hired to herd a small band 
of sheep. He was not to lose a single sheep, nor get lost 
himself out on that wide open prairie. It was Jay's first 
time away from home. He was not yet a teenager. If home
sickness had been a fatal disease, Jay would have died every 
day. He was provided with a dog and a white horse, but was 
given no guidance, no companion. His wages were to be given 
to his father. 

Another summer Jay was hired by a neighbor to work on a 
farm. Jay was not to be paid until later. When the payment 
was made it was a pitifully small sum. It was the first, and 
Jay said the last, time that he ever argued with an employer 
about his pay. 

"I don't owe you as much as a man's pay, "the employer 
said, "you are only a kid." Jay's idea was that while he 
was not to receive a "man's pay" he surely must be entitled 
to a "kid's honest pay." That "he was only a kid" could not 
be denied--but neither could the work he had done be dis
counted. 

The "men" went to work at seven each morning after a 
hearty, hot breakfast. They had a full nooning rest period 
after a hot dinner. They stopped work at six in the evening, 
had nothing to do after a hearty supper. 

-47-



Jay pointed out that "you had me at work by 4:30 A.M. 
to feed the stock, groom and harness the teams ready for the 
men, milk the cmvs, separate the milk, feed the chickens 
before I got a bite of cold breakfast. All day long I 
carried water to the men--stepped and fetched for anything 
they wanted, did chores for your wife. At noon I had to 
water and feed the horses while the men ate. I got no 
hour's rest at noon. 

"In the evening when your men finished the day's work I 
had all their horses 'to take care of, feed and stable, then 
the chickens and milking again. After that I could eat what 
was cold and left over." 

So Jay's argument to the boss was, "Who has given more 
labor for your money than I have?" After spending several 
hours on the problem the bass finally said, "What's this to 
you, Jay. You aren't going to get any of it? I'm to pay 
your father." 

Jay's hot reply was, "So you'd try to cheat a kid, and 
also the preacher, because you know he won't sue you." 

Later as Jay was big for his age, and toughened by 
years of outdoor work, he got men's work, for men's wages • . 
Particularly so if it were away from the area where everyone 
knew exactly how old he was. 

The Nebraska cornfields needed harvest hands. Jay began 
going there with his brother and neighbors. Each man 
carried a shucking "peg" or "hook" in his right hand. He 
reached for the corn ear with his left hand, while the right 
hand and "peg" tore the corn from the stalk, the husk from 
the corn and tossed the ear into the wagon box near by. 

A good "shucker" worked with a "bang-bang" drum-beat as 
the first ear of corn flew through the air and hit the wagon 
box, followed immediately by another ear, and another. The 
pay was based on the number of loads shucked in a day. 

Jay often told people that he became so good at _the job 
that he could "keep three ears in the air at the same time." 
That always drew the admiring "ahs and ohs." To Geraldine 
that sounded much like the gags pulled on novices in the 
lumber camps. A greenhorn was often sent for a "board 
stretcher" or a "sky hook". Of course Jay could "keep three 
ears in the air at the same time." Two· of them were fastened 
(one on each side) of his head. · 

When the corn stalks grew short and Jay Eller grew tall 
the jargon of "stoop labor" became fact, not fiction to Jay. 
By the time he had worked a long row of short corn Jay could 
not straighten up his back. He just fell flat and rolled to 
the next row. 

Since Jay was still high school age, one may ask what 
harvest and corn shucking did to his schooling? The answer 
is "nothing." He got so far behind his classes that he 
finally dropped out. Eller had only two years of high 
school and gave up the idea of ever finishing it. 
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ABOUT FACE 

One summer day in 1919 Jay ivas mending harness for his 
father when a visitor arrived. He i-TaS Ray Wagoner, field 
man for the Brethren College at McPherson, Kansas. Jay 
never stopped working. Most Brethren stopped by the 
preacher's house when they were in the area--nothing special 
about this. After about an hour in the house father Eller 
and Wagoner came out and headed straight toward Jay. Father 
Eller's first words were so special as to be unbelievable. 

He said, "Jay, Brother Wagoner thinks that you ought to 
go to McPherson College. Mamma and I think so, too." 

To say "you could have knocked me over with a feather" 
did not cover the subject. Jay was bowled over with the 
words, too stunned for a reply. He finally got out one 
word, "How?" 

It was one thing to say "we think you ought to go to 
college," yet quite another one to manage it. 

There was a young heifer with the Eller cattle that 
could be sold for sixty dollars. "You know that I lack two 
years of high school, don't you?" was the next stumbling 
block. Wagoner assured Jay that McPherson College had an 
academy on campus that would take care of that. 

The academy might take care of tivo years of high 
school, but that would not take care of Jay Eller. 
Seemingly that too had been worked out in the house. Jay 
could work and live on the college farm for his board and 
room. September 1919 Jay Eller went to McPherson, Kansas as 
a cowhand, milk the dairy herd at 4:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
without a minute's variation, seven days a week twelve 
months a year; bottle and distribute milk to customers was 
Jay's entry to McPherson College. The time between he could 
attend class and study. 

Jay Eller attended college at McPherson for six consec
utive years. In 1921 Professor Charles Morris of the Math 
Department called Eller into his office and said, "Jay, 
don't you think that you have milked cows long enough? How 
about being my physics laboratory assistant instead?" 

Jay thought he had likely l.earned emmgh about cows. 
He, and the McPherson College team had won the gold medal 
for stock judging at the National Fair in Kansas City that 
Spring. 

Eller and Waas rented an upstairs apartment · near the 
campus and hatched. They lived most of that winter on dried 
corn supplied by Benny Waas's mother. That summer Jay sold 
"Wearever" aluminum cooking utensils to farm wives. He had 
enough cash so that he could move on to campus, into the 
men's dormitory and eat in the dining hall, next fall. 

The first summer of "Wearever" selling Eller rented a 
horse and buggy to get from farm to farm. He had a slight 
advantage over the other salesmen. Jay could speak some 
German. Many of these women were a part of the migration 
from Russia and many of them spoke no English. That year 
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Eller's sales were enough that he bought a Model T Ford to 
cover his territory. He was one of the very few students on 
campus that had a car. Hmv was that for 11 Upmanship? 11 The 
president of the college once rode with him to a meeting at 
an outlying church. He hauled the debate team to their 
meets, largely because Geraldine was on it. During Eller's 
college years at McPherson he was a member of the student 
body cabinet, class president, member of the radio club, had 
roles in most of the college dramas, sang in the church 
choir and won the faculty recommendation for any fellowship 
for advanced study he might choose, and became engaged to 
Geraldine Crill from Idaho. She was to teach in the public 
school system of Emmett, Idaho. To be as near her as pos
sible Eller applied for and got a teaching fellowsship in 
the physics department at the University of Washington in 
Seattle. 

To top off his six years at McPherson College, 
Professor Morris for whom he had been an assistant for four 
years, was taking summer work on his Ph.D. at the University 
of Chicago and he talked Eller into going with him. 

There was one thing the church wanted Eller to do 
before he left; that was to accept the election to the 

- ministry of the Church of the Brethren--May 3, 1925 it was 
done. 

Since the days of his childhood George Eller's family 
had been friends with Frank and Anna Crumpacker, the first 
Brethren missionaries to China. The year before his 
graduation Jay Eller had applied to the Brotherhood Board to 
be sent to China as a teacher. The reply to that was that 
11mission funds" were so low that the church was recalling 
missionaries. There were no openings on the China field. 
"They were sending a teacher to India, but an English 
teacher." 

His math and physics major did not qualify him for 
that. Jay Eller's services as a brethren Minister would 
likely be the same as that of his father, the Pauline 
ministry. Instead of farming this Eller would support 
himself as a science teacher. In his world there was no 
demand for tent makers as in Paul's world. 

DEATH IN THE FAMILY 

As t~e school year of 1923 drew to a close, Jay Eller 
had signed up other college men as "Wearever" salesmen. He 
would earn not only on the sales he sold, but a percentage 
of the earnings of the others. 

Then he got a letter from his mother saying, 11 We have 
had Dan to a specialist in Denver. He has terminal cancer. 
If you want to see Dan while he is reasonably well you 
should come home as so on as school is out." The entire 
family went to the "sod house on the prairie" to have a re
union with Dan. 

It seemed apparent to Jay that running the farm and the 
church that summer, and caring for a sick young lad, "'vas 
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more than his father could do alone. Eller returned to the 
campus just long enough to gather his belongings and contact 
his district supervisor of salesmen, to resign and return to 
Arriba, Colorado. Dan tended to suffocate when lying down. 
Jay fixed a chair for Dan to sleep sitting up. The nights 
were long when sleep was hard to get. Jay spent all of his 
non-working hours, talking with Dan. Now Dan Eller dreamed 
big plans. "He would be the second Eller to go to college. 
When he got well he was going to join Jay at McPherson 
College. They would room together and for this summer Jay 
could ride his special horse." 

Jay did ride the horse in rounding up the stock. It 
was sometimes a question though as to who was in charge 
here--Eller or the horse. The horse knew as much, sometimes 
more, than his rider about rounding up cattle. When he was 
working stock it paid the rider to be alert. Whenever an 
animal tended to drift away, or cut out from the herd, this 
horse seemed to know it as soon as the cow did. If the 
rider was drifting along, he might suddenly find himself un
seated. Without instructions or guidance his pony might 
suddenly swerve to thwart any idea the cattle might have to 
go their own way. 

Teenage Dan was the one person who had ridden this 
horse most often. Dan liked derring-do cowboy life, so he 
had trained the pony to execute a rapid-fire take off. He 
wanted his pony to burst into full gallop the minute his 
rider's foot first touched the stirrup. The pony seemed to 
keep a feud going as to whether he could be out from under 
Dan before he could hit the saddle. It was a standard 
procedure between the two. This pony unseated Jay several 
times in the con test of "who goes first." 

How did that horse knm¥ that Dan Eller was ill unto 
death? No more quick starts or contests of speed. As Dan's 
cancer got worse the pony would stand still as a chair until 
Dan was comfortably seated and then move off when everyone 
was ready, at a steady pace. The pony seemed to know whom 
to favor. He had always waited for Mother Eller if she 
chose to ride, or sister Mary. It wasn't as if the pony had 
lost the art of a jump start. He continued to do it for 
sister Grace or brother Jay. Dan died in August of 1923 at 
the age of twenty-one years. 

Jay did return to McPherson College that fall. He 
still served as an assistant under Professor Charles Morris, 
but he had no summer's accumulated wages. It seemed as if 
once again Eller would have to drop-out and seek jobs. His 
aunts in Iowa agreed to sign his notes and Eller borrowed 
money from a McPherson Bank to go to college again. 

MOUNTAINS 

1922 the regional Y.M.C.A. was having a rally at Estes 
Park, Colorado as so on as school l¥as out. As a campus "Y" 
officer Eller attended that before seeking work. Aside from 
the program and uplift of the meetings Jay was seeing for 
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the first time, mountains, high and lifted up around him. He 
was a1-1ed. The nearest mountain seemed like an invitation to 
climb. Eller and another man from the plains decided to get 
up early enough to climb and be back at camp for breakfast. 

The two walked and walked but seemed no nearer the 
mountain. They met a farmer of whom they asked directions 
and distance. The answer was "thirty miles as the crow 
flies, and you can't fly." 

"No, no! not that one far away! This first one right 
here." 

The man explained that it was the nearest one he was 
talking about. 

The two "Y's men" decided they were not about to climb 
the mountain before breakfast. They had learned a lesson 
about Rocky Mountains in Colorado and something of the per
ceptional values of skylines in pure and rarified air of 
high altitudes. Eller did not know then that he would live 
all his adult life surrounded by mountains. He loved them. 

MOVING ON UP 

Professor Morris was working on his doctoral degree at 
the University of Chicago. He talked Eller into going with 
him. Prof and student were lab partners. Morris for a 
doctorate and Eller toward a master's degree. Eller got a 
job at the University of Chicago as a waiter to help pay 
expenses. 

Just as theY Camp at Estes Park stretched Eller's 
horizons from the Plains to the Mountains, so the summer 
school in Chicago opened his mind to his first metropolitan 
city, some of its problems and its population. 

On the journey from Chicago to Seattle to begin the 
opening of classes at the University, Jay stopped in Kansas 
City, Missouri to spend some time with his parents. The 
George Ellers had recently moved there to preach for the 
Armourdale Mission. The Ellers had only two children at 
home now, the daughters Grace and Mary. 

The family was quietly enjoying visiting with each 
other. Mother Eller was mostly listening as she darned and 
mended. Father Eller's statement was made to his son Jay, 
"Now you have had seven times as much education as I had. I 
shall expect you to do seven times as much as I did." Mother 
Eller's words popped out like an explosion, "Oh, George, not 
49 children." No, Jay did not have seven times as many as 
Geroge Eller's seven children. He had as nearly half as 
many as 3 to 7 can be. 

TEACHING FELLOW, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

There were so many students at the u. that the 
Professors lectured the entire group occasionally and then 
the students were divided into smaller groups which were 
assigned to the teaching fellows, who met them regularly 
through the week. 
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One of Eller's roommates was Merle Travis ~.,horn he had 
known before in McPherson, and a man from Ornak. When apple 
blossom time carne, the men decided to drive to Wenatchee for 
Festival. Merle had a girl friend there. The men also 
found out that the ~mman that Travis called "Aunt Carrie 
Barnhart" was the same person that Eller called "Cousin 
Carrie Eller." 

Eller had also known Pastor Ira Lapp, of the Wenatchee 
Chruch of the Brethren at McPherson. When Travis asked Jay 
if he wan ted to meet Ira Lapp the reply was, "not until 
after church on Sunday." Jay knew that Ira would insist that 
Eller should preach for him. But Eller said, "I am not that 
good." One may call it "coincidence," "kismet" or what one 
will--but Lapp met them on the street on Saturday. He must 
have been a good persuader for he talked Eller into 
preaching the next morning. 

At the close of the services, Ed Gensinger walked up to 
speak to Eller, as Ed always did to everyone. He said, "I 
hear that you are a school man." Jay's reply was "not until 
I can get a school." Gensinger's next question was, "Have 
you applied here?" The answer to that was, "Yes, I have. I 
got no answer from them. I assume that means a 'no' 
answer." 

Gensinger's next proposal was "Will you go for a per
sonal interview if I set one up for you with G. Martin 
Warren?" 

Eller didn't think he could ask the others to wait for 
that. They were driving a Model T Ford. They had two 
passes to cross--with roads nothing to brag about. 

Gensinger set up the interview at the Warren's home to 
be held immediately. The Ford and the other men were 
waiting at the curb. When Jay cra~oTled into the car, he told 
the fellows that, "that was likely a waste of their time. 
He was sorry to detain them." 

A few weeks later he got a letter from the Wenatchee 
School District saying that Eller would be hired to teach 
physics and geology, coach the swimming team, be assistant 
coach to the football team and such other duties that might 
arise, for $1700 for nine months, for the school year 1926-
1927. Gensinger often said during the years, that he had 
done many things for the good of this valley, but he thought 
the best thing he ever did for them was to get Jay Eller on 
their teaching staff. 

to be continued * * * * 
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ELLER ROOTS GROW DEEP INTO TWO CONTINENTS 

paternal lines 
from Germany to PA and VA 
1 Jacob Eller married 

Magdalena Peters 
They bought 470 ac. of land 
on Gavins Creek, VA in 1797 

II John Eller married 
Catherine Brubaker 
both born in VA 

III Abraham Eller married 
Salome Flory (a) 
Gavins Creek, VA 

IV George Eller married 
Mary Marks at Olathe, KS 
Feb. 14, 1896 
m.2nd Grace Shull 
all children are of 1st m. 

maternal lines 
from Ireland to KY and IL 
1 George Marks married 

Susannah Crockett 
Antrim Co., Ireland 

II Benjamin Marks married 
Sarah Burkhead, born in 
Antrim Co., Ireland d. KY 

III Benjamin Marks married 
Mary M. Bishop. He died 
Saluda, IL 1884 

IV Benjamin T. Marks married 
Lydia A. Cave. He died 
Philips Co., KS 1894 

V Mary L. Marks married 
George Eller Feb 14, 1896 

JAY VERNARD ELLER 
b. July 23, 1899 Lawrence, Douglas, KS 
d. July 30, 1978 Wenatchee, Chelan, WA 
m. Geraldine Etta CRILL 
b. April 24, 1905 Nampa, Canyon, ID 
m. June 20, 1926 Emmett, Gem, ID 

1. Vernard Marion Eller b 11 July 1927 Everett, Snohomish, WA 
m. 9 July 1955 Pottstown, Chester, PA 

Phyllis Naomi KULP b 2 Jan. 1931 Pottstown, Chester, PA 

a. Sander Mack Eller b 7 June 1959 Pomona, LA, CA 

b. Enten Vernard Eller b 29 Sept 1961 Pomona, LA, CA 
m. 16 June 1984 Oakbrook, Dupage, IL 
Maria Kim TULLY b 27 March 1960 Highland Falls, NY 

c. Rosanna Kathryn Eller b 13 May 1963 Pomona, LA, CA 
m. 20 Aug 1983 La Verne, LA, CA 
Timothy Charles McFADDEN b 18 Aug 1962 
Ambon, Moluccas, Indonesia 

2. Eldon Eugene Eller b 11 Oct 1929 Wenatchee, Chelan, WA 
m. 5 March 1951 La Verne, LA, CA 
Margaret Sue BRUBAKER b 17 Nov 1931 Falfurrias, Brooks, TX 

a. Sylvia Diane Eller b 28 Oct 1951 Pomona, LA, CA 

Rachel Margaret Eller b 19 Feb 1987 West Covina, 
LA, CA 

,-
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b. Marlin Jay Eller b 14 June 1953 Pomona, LA, CA 
m. 22 Dec 1983 Los Angeles, LA, CA 
Mary Elizabeth McCONNEY b 12 Dec 1954 Des Moines, Polk, IA 

Nikki Melanie Eller b 11 Aug 1987 Hiroshima, Japan 

c. Ethan Eric Eller b 8 Sept 1956 Monrovia, LA, CA 
m. 17 April 1977 Arcadia, LA, CA 
Mary Sue GARTNER b 20 June 1956 Pasadena, LA, CA 

Wendy Anne . Eller b 9 Apr 1980 Los Angeles, LA, CA 
Evan Elden Eller b 7 Jan 1983 Pasadena, LA, CA 
Elaine Elizabeth Eller b 30 Aug 1986 Northridge, LA, CA 

d. Cynthia Lorraine Eller b 3 Nov 1958 Arcadia, LA, CA 

3. Elfreda Pearl .Eller b 21 March Seattle, King, WA 
m. 23 Dec 1951 Wenatchee, Chelan, WA 
Frederic Wayne HOLMES b 2 Jan 1930 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 

a. Alesia Beth HOLMES b 9 Nov 1952 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
m. 27 May 1978 Oakbrook, Dupage, IL 
Keith Andrew NONEMAKER b 16 Apr 1951 Dauphin Co, PA 

b. Fredric David HOLMES b 7 Jan 1954 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
m. Roberta NOAH Van Dyke b 1 Oct 1956 

Jennifer Ann HOLMES b 19 June 1979 Tonasket, 
Okanagan, WA 

m. 2nd 25 Aug 1985 Wenatchee, Chelan, WA 
Marcelene Ellen STUTZMAN b 1 Mar 1955 

c. Connie Doreen HOLMES b 17 Jan 1956 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
m 21 June 1975 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
Danny Richard Bedient, b 14 Nov 1954 Chelan Co., WA 

William Richard BEDIENT b 28 Feb 1983 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
Sarah Marie BEDIENT b 4 June 1985 Spokane, Spokane, WA 

d. Pamela Roxanne HOLMES b 27 May 1958 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
m 21 July 1979 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
David Willi~m LILEY b 16 July 1955 Thurston Co., WA 

Roxanne Louise LILEY b 19 Feb. 1983 Wenatchee, Chelan, WA 
Jeremy David LILEY b 27 June 1985 Wenatchee, Chelan, WA 

e. Lauri Jean HOLMES b 14 May 1962 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
m. 11 May 1985 Tonasket, Okanagan, WA 
Johnny PAEZ b 27 Feb 1957 Honolulu, Hawaii 
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Jay Eller, high school drop-out 
happy to get a dollar a day. 
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Jay Eller on the white 
horse herds sheep on 
Kansas prarie. 

The Sod House on the Eastern Coloradn 
. prairie; called home to be with Dan ~ 
' 1923 
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Father George Eller and sons, 1923, Ralph, Ora, Jay 

and Dan 

Mary Eller and daughters, 1923, 
Mary, Grace, Nellie 
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uShucking corn ain't what it used 
to be" Rosanna, Geraldine & Jay Eller 
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ADMIRAL EARNEST McNEILL ELLER: From His Curricuum Vitae 

EARNEST McNEILL ELLER, born in Virginia 23 January, 1903, 
graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1925; while there 
he was managing editor of THE LOG and initiated and edited 
THE TRIDENT MAGAZINE. After graduation he had 7 years in BB 
and 55 duty before returning to the U.S. Naval Academy as a 
Professor teaching English and History, and in later tour 
Ordanance and Gunnery. 

At sea 1935-38 he organized and conducted the Antiaircraft 
Gunnery School in USS Utah. In 1940-41 he served as Ass·t 
Naval Attache and Observer with the British Fleet and ashore 
in radar, antiaircraft, and other war developments. 

He was Gunnery Officer in USS Saratoga at the time of Pearl 
Harbor. Before the Battle of Midway he joined Admiral 
Nimitz• staff in gunnery and as Training and War Reports Of
ficer. In this duty he participated in the giant amphibious 
assaults that drove U.S. power across the Pacific from the 
Gilbert Islands to Okinawa. 

After Okinawa, Captain Eller commanded the USS Clay. In 1946 
he became Director of Information for the Navy, with tempor
ary rank of Commodore. 

After graduation from the National War College, while on the 
staff of the Joint Chiefs in planning, he accompanied the 
Joint Chiefs to member nations of NATO, establishing plans 
for the military structure of this key establishment for 
world stability. 

In 1950 he became Commander of the U.S. Middle East Force, 
operating in the broad ocean area east of Suez and travelled 
extensively on politico-military missions from Constanti
nople to the Caspian and Cairo to Columbo. 

While in command of the USS Albany, ~951-52, he operated 
primarily in the North Sea and Mediterannean, participating 
in several NATO exercises and visited NATO nations from 
Eastern Mediterranean to the North Sea. 

Physically retired in 1954, Rear Admiral Eller became head 
of engineering instruction at Bucknell University as Direct
or of Engineering. He was recalled to active duty in 1956 as 
Director of Naval History and Curator of the Navy Depart
ment. Besides its several operating functions in support of 
the Department and the Fleets, the Division issued many pub
lications covering subjects from the American Revolution to 
the Vietnam War. He retired from this duty in 1970. 

Since the 1920's Admiral Eller has written and lectured ex
tensively on a wide range of historical, strategical, lead
ership and technical subjects. His work has appeared in the 
various magazines including "NATO's Fifteen Nations" and 
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the "London Illustrated News." He was a three time winner of 
the U.S. Naval Institute Prize Essay Contest. His books 
after retirement in 1970 include THE SOVIET SEA CHALLENGE, 
published in 1972 details the importance of seapower in the 
History of the United States and of the Russian Soviet Union 
Empire, and compares the status of the two today in the 
several fundamental elements of seapower. It concludes that 
the struggle for control of the world·s oceans has become 
critical. 

<Eds.From James W. Hook, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER AND DESCEND
ANTS OF HIS IN AMERICA, 1957, p. 285: "Earnest McNeill 
Eller, b., 23 Jan. 1903, at Marion, Va.; m.,27 May 1926 
Agnes Fogle Pfohl, b.,16 Oct. 1902. She is the dau. of Her
bert Augustus Pfohl, a leader in business in Winston-Salem, 
N.C. and in the overall financial management of the Moravian 
Church. Mr. Eller graduated with honors from the U.S.Naval 
Academy at Annapolis, Md. in 1925 with the degree of B.S. In 
1934 he received his M.A. degree from George Washington 
Univ. He advanced through successive grades to Commodore in 
1946 and in 1954 was retired from active duty as a Rear 
Admiral. His impressive record as a writer, teacher and 
naval officer, which includes membership on the staff of 
Admiral Nimitz in World War II, is described in Vol. 29 of 
"Who·s Who in America." Among his writings is a historical, 
legendary and contemporary account of the Moravians and 
their settlement in western North Carolina." 

Admiral Eller's father, Edward Everett Eller, was born in 
Iowa, lived in VA, and then settled in North Wilkesboro, 
Wilkes Co., NC. "After teaching in the public schools in 
Wilkes Co. for a time he established a poultry business 

· later named the E.E. Eller Produce Co. This company was the 
first market for unlimited ~uantities of poultry and produce 
in north west North Carolina and was attributed by agricul
tural authorities as being r~sponsible for the poultry in
dustry that gave Wilkes County the l~adership among other 
counties of the ~tate. Mr. Eller"was a leader in the commun
ity wherein he lived. He and Mrs. Eller were members of the 
Baptist Church wherein he was a member of the Board of 
Deacons and treasurer of the benovelent fund of the church 
for more than thirty years." -From James W. Hook,1957, p. 
284. 

Eller Lineage of Earnest McNeill Eller: Edward Everett 
Eller, Jesse Franklin Eller, Simeon Eller, John Eller, Peter 
Eller, the immigrant George Michael Eller. 

Pictures of Admiral Eller not yet 
received from the Navy- these will 
appear in a later Newsletter.) 

QUERY- From James T. Eller, 1306 No. Richmond, Hanford, CA 
93230: Seeking info on JAMES T. <J.T.> ELLER, b.15 Oct 1865, 
Wilkes Co., NC; m. Alice Foust in Sullivan Co. c1886 in 
Jonesboro, TN. He was a section foreman on the So. RR in 
Talbott, TN; d. 30 May 1920. 
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DESCENDANTS OF JAKOB ELLER (1590-1640> <Germany> 

Compiled by Georg Eller, Bannzaunerweg 7, 6530 Bingen 1,West 
Germany; translated by Louise Eller, 2932 Homeway Dr., 
Beavercreek, OH 45385 

The evangelical Lutheran Ellers from Dolgesheim in Rhein
hassen (formerly county of Leininger-Guntersblum goes back 
to JAKOB ELLER, a farmer, <also innkeeper> and juror that 
was born about 1590. He came to Dolgesheim shortly before 
the start of the 30 Year War. First mention of him is in 
1631 when his name appears on one of the Leiningen documents 
taking the oath of allegiance. In earlier documents (1598 
and others> and in resident directories of villages belong
ing to the sovereign terr.itory of Leiningen , the name Eller 
is not registered. 

The wife of this Jakob Eller, name unknown, descends from a 
respected, propertied, farmer family from Dolgesheim. One 
may assume that Jakob Eller must have been of good culture 
and origin (juror although a newcomer>. 

According to oral history, the Dolgesheim Eller lineage 
originated from the middle Hessian area around Offenbach on 
the Main- Frankfurt on the Main. The presumable ancestor (of 
these Ellers>, HENN ELLER, a cellarer <wine master> of 
Seligenstadt on the Main, was born about 1430 and had a son, 
HENN, according to documents in which he was registered by 
the family name "Eyler". 

In the chronicles of Dolgesheim there is talk of "the old 
Eller generation." The name, supposedly derived of ancient 
German, means "9uick, fast, hurried". 

JOHANN ELLER, a grandson of the previously mentioned Henn 
Eller of Seligenstadt on the Main, lived in Frankfurt on the 
Main around 1500. He was listed there as a citizen and 
supposedly was a wine merchant and councilman. A son of this 
Johann Eller, by the name of ANTON ELLER, was mentioned in 
1541 as a councilman and in 1548 as host (innkeeper> and 
friend of Phillipe Melanchton, a theologian and" closest 
colleague of Martin Luther. 

A daughter of RUDOLPH ELLER, brother of Anton Eller, was 
married to Emmerich Scheffer from Dietz/ Lahn, a cellarer 
and senior civil servant of the County of Nassau. In 1592 
she is referred to as widow and manager of the Dietz wine 
cellar. 

Important economic connections existed between Frankfurt on 
the Main and vicinity, and Rheinhessen and its wine ••• One 
can assume with certainty that Jakob Eller, ancestor from 
Dolgesheim, also had social connections to Dolgesheim, 
whereby the Lutheran community most likely did not play an 
insignificant role. The Leininger subjects, in correspond
ance with their rulers, joined the Reformation very early 
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and were orthodox Lutherans. 

Jakob Eller died in 1640 and, as far as is known, 
sons and 1 daughter: 

1. JOHANNES ELLER, born about 1618. 
2. JAKOB ELLER, born about 1625. 
3. PAUL ELLER, born about 1628. 

left 3 

4. BARBARA ELLER, born about 1620/21. She married the 
widower, Hans Hinkel (also Johannes Hunkel> from 
Ginsheim on 3.8. 1647 i~ Oppenheim. He was clerk of 
records for the court in Ginsheim. He died in the 
latter part of 1683. 

The widow of Jakob Eller remarried in 1641. Her second 
husband,Conrad Kohlman, a widower and farmer, was a resident 
of Eimsheim. He was a descendant from an old local Lutheran 
family. On behalf of Jakob Eller's widow the court of 
Dolgesheim filed a petition for permission to marry and move 
to Eimsheim, which was granted by the rulers of Leiningen. 
The minor children, Barbara and Paul, moved with their 
mother to Eimsheim to live with their stepfather. Both 
sons, Jakob and Johannes, already of legal age, stayed in 
Dolgesheim. They presumably took over management of their 
paternal inheritance. This separation formed two family 
lines, the Dolgesheim lineage and the Eimsheim lineage. 

The Dolgesheim line separated again. Some of their descen
dants stayed in Dolgesheim, others settled all over Rhein
hessen and beyond. They probably were farmers at first. But 
many had occupations like innkeeper, craftsmen (blacksmith, 
baker and etc.>, commercial businessmen <such as wine 
merchants, paper manufacturers>, and academic professions 
like teacher, veterinarian and pastor. 

SAMPSON ELLER, tenant of Frankenstein farmstead, is said to 
have been mayor of Dolgesheim from 1746-1765. Many 
descendants of this line were court clerks, mayors, town 
councillors and holder of other honorary posts. 

PAUL ELLER, farmer and originator of the Eimsheim lineage, 
married Margaret Kohlmen in 1652. She was the daughter of 
his step-uncle, Christian Kohlman, mayor of Eimsheim. Paul 
Eller succeeded Christian Kohlman as mayor of Eimsheim from 
1664-1680. Except for a brief interruption during the 
Catholic period in the Palatinate the position of mayor 
stayed in the family for three generations. After Paul Eller 
and his son, Christian Eller <mentioned in 1707), Johann 
Friedrich Eller, son of Christian Eller, is mentioned as 
mayor in 1753. 

Additional sons born in Eimsheim of Mayor Paul Eller were, 
as far as is known: 

1. HANS CONRAD ELLER, born 30.3.1659, married a daught
er of the Mayor of Eimsheim, Johan Eberhard <men
tioned in 1659). 
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2. JOHANNES ELLER, born 20.3.1659, mentioned in 1680 as 
as independent farmer in Eimsheim. 

3. HANS KARL ELLER, born 12.4.1669 in Eimsheim, but 
probably married in Bechtheim. 

4. PHILLIPP LEONARD ELLER, born 26.3.1664. He married 
Juliane Dorothea Marhofer, daughter of a farmer 
and juror of Guntersblum. He moved to Guntersblum, 
capital of the County of Leiningen. He originated 
the Guntersblum-Friesenheim-Schwabsburg-Nierstein 
lineage, to which the author belongs. The sequence 
of ancestors of this lineage can be documented 
without interval. The descendants of this lineage 
were farmers at first, later shoemaker-masters and 
vintners during three generations. 

The descendants of ancestor Jakob Eller and both succeeding 
principle lines of Dolgesheim and Eimsheim are spread 
numerously all over Rheinhessen and far beyond. To the 
present time they are active in positions as mayors, 
councilors, honorary judges, jurors, and many other honorary 
public posts and enjoy good reputation •••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - Seorg Eller 

<Eds. In support of the above account Georg Eller provides a 
bibliography and a detailed Ancestoral Chart. These will be 
provided to interested researchers upon request and an SASE. 
We will publish the chart in a later Newsletter when 
translations are completed. Many names from the charts are 
identical to those of early Eller immigrants to America 
<such as Jacob, Johan, Johannes, Conrad, Johann Jakob, 
Henrich, Christian, Frederick, Leonhard, Susanna, Michael, 
Georg, and Barbara; the name, Johan Casper, also appears. 
This tempts one to believe that the two groups were related 
and subsequent research may very well prove this true. How
ever, one must go further than mere similarity in names. For 
example, we have information which will be published later 
for long established families of Ellers in Switzerland whose 
names are also quite similar to those of early Eller 
immigrants to America. For location of Eimsheim and 
Dolgesheim see map on inside back cover of Feb. 1988 
Newsletter.> 

* * * * * 
QUERY- From Harlan L. Eller, D.C., 1279 E. First Ave., Suite 
E, Chico, CA 95926: I'm looking for the following names: 
ESTES , NORRIS, VANNOY, KILBY, TOLDS, and KLUG. Most appear 
to be from the South <VA and NC>. 

Query- From Byron H. Eller, M.D., 6507 Jack Hill Drive, 
Oroville, CA 95966: JOHN CLEVELAND ELLER moved from NC to 
Iowa, with older brothers. Family and younger brothers 
remained in NC. JESSE FRANKLIN ELLER, Co. K, 53rd Regt., 
C.S.A., became a Captain. Two other brothers died in the 
War. I wish to correspond with descendants of these men. I 
am especially interested in the life story of Jesse Franklin 
Eller. * * * * * 

-62-



IMMIGRANT HENRY ELLER. SR. and ELIZABETH BIGLER 

Compiler: Gale Edwin Spitzer Honeyman, 470 Grove #2, San 
Francisco, CA 94102. 

<Eds. The following confirms and greatly extends the inform
ation first published by James W. Hook, 1957, on Henry Eller 
who arrived in Philadelphia 25 Oct 1746 aboard the Neptune.> 

HENRY ELER and wife baptised 14 Apr 1754 by Elder Michael 
Franz, Conestoga Dunker Congregation, Lancaster Co., PA, Co
calico District. From: A HISTORY OF THE BRETHERN, by Martin 
Brumbaugh, 1899, p. 312. 

Frederick Co., MD Deed Liber K, Folio 1284: Jacoby Catherine 
Flora to HENRY ELLER, 90 acres, part of Hammond Strife, 6 
Jun 1767, witnesses Thomas & Elizabeth Wood. Located near 
Linwood between Uniontown and New Windsor in the Pipe Creek 
Dunker District. 

Ibid, Liber B-0, Folio 3: HENRY & ELIZABETH ELLER sold same 
14 Jun 1771. 

Ibid, Liber P, Folio 128: HENRY bought 110 on Beaver Dam 
Branch of Little Pipe Creek, 13 Jun 1772 in Beaver Dam Dist. 

Ibid, Liber WR-6, Folio 4: HENRY AND ELIZABETH ELLER sold 
same 16 May 178S. 

Washington Co., MD Deed Liber H-4, Folio 657: "Where as a 
certain HENRY ELLER of Washington County deceased the father 
of JOSEPH ELLER, ELIZABETH ELLER, REBECCA ELLER, HENRY 
ELLER, JACOB ELER <sic>, ESTER (sic> ELLER, DANIEL ELLER, 
SARAH ELLER, MAGDALENA ELLER, MARIA ELER <sic>, SALOMA ELER 
<sic>, PETER ELER (sic>, and at the same time of his death 
was seized in fee of two tracts of Land the one called 
Wallings Such the other tract called part of Adventure lying 
and being in Washington County and containing One Hundred 
and Ninty and One Half Acre of Land. • ." Deed to Joseph 
Eller by Heirs Christian Elizabeth Herter, Christian and 
Rebecca Gerber, Henry & Fronica Eller, Jacob & Magadalena 
Gerber. 24 Dec 1793, all of Washington Co., MD 

Ibid, have Reference to Deed Liber & Folios as follows 
regarding said tracts, but not content: H,657, 860; J, 396; 
M, 462. Peter Eller signed release 5 Apr 1800. Apparently 
remaining heirs signed deeds for which I have no record. 

Abstracts from THE MARY BIGLER FAMILY: 1738 bought tract in 
Lancaster <York> Co., PA. 1743, 1750, 1761, 1781 bought 
adjoining tracts along Great Pipe Creek. As Marks Seigler of 
Pipe Creek Hundred wrote will 19 Mar 1787, " • • • To my 
daughter ELIZABETH wife of HENRY ELLER the sum of six 
pounds lawful money of the State of Maryland." Known as a 
Dunker of the Pipe Creek Congregation. 
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Children of HENRY ELLER, SR. and ELIZABETH BIGLER: 

1. Joseph 
2. Elizabeth c1757-c1827 Lanier Twp, Preble Co., OH, m. 

c1774 Christian Herter c1754- c1825 s/o Johannes George 
& Eva 

3. Rebecca m. Christian Gerber/Garber 
4.* Henry II ? 1832 Randolph Twp., Montgomery Co., OH, m. 

Francis 
5. Jacob c1764- Buried 8 May 1831 Burkittsville, MD, m. 14 

Oct ·1789 
6. Esther <?> m. 18 Mar 1794 Frederick Co., MD to George 

Bechtel 
7. Daniel m. Hannah 
8. Sarah 
9. Mary Magdalena 8 Aug 1775- ?, m. 3 Dec 1793 to Jacob 

Garber, 14 May 1767- 19 Jan 1852, s/o Jacob 
10. Maria <? Anna Mary 28 Jan 17--> - 8 Dec 1816, m. John 

Mikesell, 28 Mar 1752- 14 Aug 1827 Mongtgomery Co., OH, 
s/o Andrew & Catharina <Ahlentz>- <Anna Mary>, <John's 
first wife whom hem. c1775 which . places her too early 
of a birth if children were named in deed according to 
rotation of their birth) 

11. Salome, thought to have m. Henry Schultz 
12. Peter, thought to have m. Anna Ingle <Angle) 

* HENRY ELLER II & FRANCIS "FRONICA-FRAINCY-FANNY" 

1790 Census Washington Co., MD: males 1 under 16, 1 over 16; 
females 4. 

1810 living in Allegany Twp., Huntingdon (now Blair> Co. PA 
8 Jul 1815, Montsomery Co., OH Deed Book D-1, p. 97: Abraham 

& Elizabeth <Rench> Deeder to HENRY ELLER, NE 1/4 
section 17, Randolph Twp., 160 acres. 

4 Aug 1831, Monstomery Co., OH Deed Book o, p. 201: HENRY & 
FRAINEY ELLER sold same to John Studybaker. 

5 Jan 1832, Montgomery Co., OH Will Book B, p. 194, HENRY 
ELLER's Will filed 22 Sept 1932; Francis died c 1838. 

Children: 

1. Daniel <28 Mar 1785- 7 Jun 1863) Randolph twp.,Montgomery 
Co., OH; m. 16 Jun 1808, Elizabeth Siler <4 June 1784-
16 Mar 1872> buried Bethel Cemetary 

2. Mary (29 Jan 1788-14 Aug 1876) Montsomery Co. or Miami 
Co. OH, m. c1811 to Jacob Albaugh <20 Jan 1785-6 Jul 
1858) Randolph Twp., Montgomery Co., OH s/o Elder David & 
Maria <Harter>, <My 3rd Sr. Grandparents) 

3. Christina <pre 1790-post 1871> m. Shoup 
4. Unknown dau. <? eldest child> Pre-1790, apparently died 

youns 
5. Henry III <?- 1833) Newton Twp., Miami Co. OHm. 19 Nov 

1816 Mary Masdalena Rench 
6. Abraham <c1793-20 Jul 1845) Newton Twp., Miami Co.,OH m. 

2 Sep 1819 Susannah Root d/o John Sr. & Barbara <Lane>, 
m.2 Matilda <Spiller> Moss wid/o William Moss; Sugar 
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Grove Ceme, Newton Twp., 2nd wife Greenville Creek 
United Church of Christ Ceme. near Bradford, OH Church of 
Christ Ceme. near Bradford, OH. 

7. Francis <18 Jan 1796-21 Sep 1877> Douglas Co., KS, m. 
c1816 David Stutsman <22 Jul 1793-1861> near Bolivar, MO 
s/o David & Mary <Overholtzer) Stutzman, she buried 
Pleasant Hill Ceme. in Douglas County 

8. Sarah <c1799-post 1871> m. c1817 Daniel Warner (22 Jul 
1792-will dated 11 Jan 1826) will filed 7 Mar 1826 
Montgomery Co., OH s/o Henry, Sr. She did not remarry. 

9. Elizabeth <? - Pre 1860) m. 25 Mar 1827 Abraham Tucker (6 
Oct 1806- pre intestate will filed 24 May 1847 Miami Co., 
OH> s/o Abraham & Mary, m.2nd 20 May 1852 to Edward 
Thomas c1799 s/o Isaac & Sarah 

10.Anna <27 Mar 1805-15 Jun 1869) Franklin Twp., Darke Co., 
OH, m. 10 Apr 1828 Daniel Heckman <2 Feb 1807- 24 Sep 
1878) s/o? Peter Henry & Mary <Kinsey>, buried Newcomer 
Cemetary near Paintercreek, OH 

!!.Joseph (10 Apr 1808- 23 Apr 1864> Newberry Twp.,Miami 
Co., OH, m. 8 Oct 1829 Barbara Frame (19 Jun 1810-9 Jun 
1861> buried Old Harris Creek Ceme. near Bradford, OH; 
childless, his estate distributed to his heirs, 17 Aug 
1871 by Miami County Court, naming 5 sisters and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

With the exception of Christina of whom no record has been 
found and Elizabeth who was a Quaker, the remainder were all 
Brethern ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Gale E.S. Honeyman. 

Eds. Mr. Honeyman goes on to say that upon re9uest he can 
send data for children, Elizabeth Harter, Mary Magdalena 
Garber and the assumed Anna Mary Mikesell. He says, "I have 
fully abstracted all Eller data, except deeds, in the Miami 
Co.,OH courthouse. Leonard Eller of the George Michael line 
lived there for a short time and Hook did not hit 100/. in 
his data regarding Leonard's family." Mr.Honeyman also 
listed the fol_lowing citations: <1> A HARTER JOURNAL, 1982, 
by Byron H. Harter, 701 SE 6th St.,Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
<contains the family records of Christian & Elizabeth Eller 
Harter. Eldest daughter of emigrant Henry, pp. 23-105. 
Removed from MD to Preble Co., OH.> <2> THE GARBER HISTORI
CAL AND GENEALOGICAL RECORD, Vol. 1, No. 1, 1937, by (late> 
Clark M. Garber. <Contains the family record of Jacob, Mary 
Magdalene <Eller) Garber II, daughter of Emigrant Henry 
Eller. A Brethern minister, removed from MD to Washington 
Co., PA to Jefferson Twp., 'Richland Co.,OH. Clark noted 
there were numerous Eller burials in the Ten Mile Church of 
the Brethern Cemetary in Washington Co., PA.> (3) THE MARK 
BIGLER FAMILY, 1960 by Norman Burns, is descendant of Mark 
<Marcus Beegler) Bigler, emigrant on RICHARD and ELIZABETH, 
28 Sep 1733, Philadelphia, subse9uently wed Catharine ____ ?, 
parents of Elizabeth, wife of emigrant Henry Eller. This 
marriage is mentioned but line of descent was unknown to 
author. <4> MEIYSSEL MEIXEL MIKESELL, 1985, by Aradella M. 
Rohde, gives family of John & Anna Mary <Eller> Mikesell. 
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DESCENDANTS OF HENRY ELLER (1815-1891> & MARY ANN CABLE 

Compiler: James M. Eller, 1907 A West Jay, Pasco, WA 99301 

"Enclosed is my family group sheets, which are not all 
filled out. So far I have gotten to my grandfather. Of 
course it is my biggest desire to go further in my research. 
I would like to fill in 'the holes· in the group sheets. I 
am not sure the group sheets are helpful, I hope so. Another 
fact (not on the group sheets) is that they were German 
Baptist Brethern or Members of the Church of the Brethern. 
If you have any information on my family line, or know 
someone who does, please let me know. Your publications are 
great and I am proud to be a small part of the Eller 
Association." 

Husband: HENRY ELLER 
b. 25 Apr. 1815 
d. 10 Sep. 1891, IN 
m. 1830-1836 
Father? 
Mother? 

Sex Children: 

Wife: MARY ANN CABLE 
b. 15 Feb. 1818, Dayton 

or Bradford, OH 
d. 1 Jun. 1907, IN 

Father: Martin Cable 1795-1861 
Mother: Elizabeth Creviston 1799-1867 

M 1. MARTIN ELLER, b. 20 Sep. 1837, ?; d. 25 Apr. 1911; 
m. Sarah Seibert; 8 children- 6 male 2 female. 

M* 2. JOHN ELLER, b. 11 Dec. 1840, ?; d. Jun. 1916, IN; 
m. Hattie Miller; 8 children-5 male 3 female. 

F 3. LYDIA ELLER, b. 27 Aug. 1841, ?; d. 18 Apr. 1876, 
Troy, OH; m. David Warner; 3 children <at least>. 

F 4. EMMA J. ELLER, b. 13 Feb. 1843, ?; d. 30 Apr. 1890, 
IN; m. John Hahn. 

F. 5. HANNAH ELLER, b. 27 Mar. 1845, ?; d. 21 May 1908, ?; 
m. Noah Minnich; at least one son < Harry>. 

F 6. ELIZABETH "LIB" ELLER, b. 3 Mar. 1850, ?; d. ?; 
m. <1> Harry Stuart; 3 children; m. <2> John Saxon; 3 
children; m.<3> Thomas Lowing; 1 child; m. <4> Josiah 
Bryant <no children). 

M 7. ELI S. ELLER, b. 17 Jun. 1853, ?; d. 5 Jan. 1875. 
M 8. DANIEL ELLER, b. 13 Feb. 1856, ?; d. ca. 1917, ?; 

m. Ellen Fuller; 5 children: Lottie, Emma, Alva, 
Ada, and ?. 

M 9. WILLIAM W. ELLER, b. 20 Apr. 1858, ?; d. 7 Oct.1915, 
?; m. Martha "Mat" Highley; 6 children- Lura 0., 
Lester E.,Mytle <Myrta>, Russell, Ross, Kenneth. 

M 10. MAHLEN ELLER, b. 1 Jan. 1862, ?; d. ND?; m. Mary 
Coiner; 4 children. 

*Husband: JOHN ELLER 
b. 11 Dec. 1840,? 
d. Jun. 1916, IN. 
m. ?, ? 
Father: Henry Eller 
Mother: Mary Ann Cable 

Se:< Children: 
M 1-4 all male, names unknown. 
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Wife: Hattie Miller 
b. ? 
d. ? 

Father: ? 
Mother: ? 

( 

( 



( 

( 

5. ADER E. ELLER, b. 7 Nov. 1873, Grant Co., IN; d. 
28 Dec. 1958, Rockford, ND; m. Elizabeth Hahn, 27 
Jul. 1895; 10 children (see below>. 

F 6-8. all female, names unknown. 

*Husband: ADER E. ELLER 
b. 7 Nov. 1873, Grant Co., IN 
d. 28 Dec. 1858, Rockford ND; 
m. 27 Jun 1895; 
Father: John Eller 
Mother: Hattie Miller 

Wife: ELIZABETH HAHN 
b. ? 
d. ? 

Father: ? 
Mother: ? 

Children: John, Leo Ader*, George, Floyd, Walter, Harriett 
Eller Fleming, Inez Eller Beeghley, Vernie Eller Palmer, 
Ethel Spangler s/d, Ervin Cauanee s/s 

*Husband: LEO ADER ELLER 
b. 9 Apr. 1906, Rock Lake, ND 
d. 1956, Pasco, WA 
m. 6 Aug. 1927, Detroit, Ml 
Father: Ader E. Eller 
Mother: Elizabeth Hahn 

Wife: Alice Maloney 
b. 1904, Roola, ND 

Father:James Maloney,Jr. 
Mother: Agnes Hewson 

Children: James L., Lyle, Lloyd, Shirley Eller Wolfgram, 
William. 

* * * * * 
OBITUARIES- From Charlotte Marshall, 605 S.E. Park Ave, Cor
vallis, OR 97333: (1) ALICE MAY DUCKETT of Cleburne, TX died 
Monday, 28 Dec 1987. Burial was 30 Dec in Cleburne Memorial 
Cemetary. Alice Mae Eller was born 4 Oct 1903 in Franklin, 
Simpson Co., KY to James Granville Eller and Janetta Mar
garet Pressley Eller. She m. Wilburn Floyd Duckett in 1923. 
Survivors include Kathryn Owen, dau. of Cleburne; Bob 
Duckett, Cleburne, Jim Duckett of Euless, TX; Jerry Duckett, 
Memphis, TN; 12 grandchildren, 14 great grandchildren, and 
one great, great grandchild. Her lineage: Alice Eller, James 
Granville Eller 1 James Jacob Eller, Jacob Eller of Macon 
Co., TN, Joseph Eller of Buncombe Co., NC, John Jacob Eller, 
and Jacob Eller of Rowan Co., NC, immigrant from Germany. 

<2> GRACIE LEE ELLER of Cleburne, TX died 19 Feb 1988. 
Graveside services were held 20 Feb at Laurel Land Cemetary, 
Fort Worth, TX. Gracie Lee Morgan was born 17 Apr 1919 to 
Mart L. and Eva B. Satathite Morgan in Austin, Travis Co., 
TX. She m. Robert Eller 3 Apr 1941. Survivors include 4 sis
ters, several nieces and nephews. 

Obituary: From Klaus Napp- Zinn, Gyrhofstr. 15, D-5000 Koln, 
West Germany: FRED L.M. ELLER, b. 14 Sep 1903 to Friedrich 
Eller and Georgine Eller at Mainz <Germany>, d. 20 Aug 1987 
at Wiesbaden (Germany). Fred Eller was a Doctor of Law and 
lived in the U.S. <chiefly Long Island and Los Angeles 
Region) between 1949 and 1972. Survivors are his widow, Mrs. 
Marga Eller nee Vulz, and one of his sisters, Mrs. Irmgard 
Napp-Zinn. 

* * * * * 
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PAST REUNIONS of the HARVEY ELLER FAMILY 

From Raymond Eller, 344 South Serrano Ave., Los Anseles, CA 
90030: 

"The first formal reunion in my lifetime, (of the Harvey 
Eller family> that I know about, is the one held in 1925, in 
June I believe, in my hometown of Clay Center, Nebraska. My 
father's home, Jacob H. Eller, served as head9uarters. There 
were no hotels nor motels in the town of a thousand people, 
so our dear relatives were put in neishbors homes. One sroup 
pitched a tent in our back yard without casualty. We took 
care of those we could at father's, and sister Merle Eller 
Rollin's houses. 

"Some meetinss were held in our front yard with the porch 
servins as a stase. The afternoon meetinss were held in the 
Consresational Church. The major meal of the days were in 
the church basement, with food provided by ladies of the 
Church membership. There were 115 resistered the second 
day, if I recall correctly. They came from North Carolina to 
California. I have not been able to find the list of those 
attendins. Time has flitted and storase of decades often 
lose valued documents. 

"Other reunions I have known of, but could not attend: 
Hedrick, Iowa in 1937; Ottumwa, Iowa in 1964; and Palo Alto, 
CA in 1965. 

"I am in the seventh seneration of Georse Michael Ellers 
clan and appear on pase 239 of the Eller book by Hook. 

• 
"On the followins two pases are photosraphs of <1> Harvey 
Eller and <2> A photosraph of the eisht children of Harvey 
Eller and Mary Caroline Vannoy Eller made durins the family 
satherins for the funeral of Harvey in November, 1906. The 
identifications of the children were made by me in 1987." 

<Eds. From James W. Hook, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER AND 
DESCENDANTS OF HIS IN AMERICA, 1957, p. 239: Raymond Eller 
b., 5 Nov 1900; m. lst., 7 Jan. 1933, Gertrude Anderson. He 
is a professional accountant and Assistant Secretary and 
Auditor for the Los Anseles Stock Exchanse. Hem., 2nd., 29 
June 1947, Billie Flick; no children. 

ibid, pp.188-197, story of the removal of Harvey Eller and 
his family from Wilkes Co., NC to Iowa via covered wason in 
1852. This is a srippins story of courase, adherence to 
one's convictions, and adventure. The removal was prompted 
by the strons objections which Harvey Eller held for the 
slave and li9uor traffic in North Carolina. The family 
consisted of Harvey, his wife, Mary Caroline Vannoy Eller 
and 8 children. "The oldest child of the family was William, 
barely ten years of ase. Jesse the younsest, was a baby of 
only seven months." 

* * -68- * * * 
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At Funeral of Harvey Eller 
November, 1906 

Back L-R: William H., Jesse F., Wm. 
Curtis, Thomas A., Jacob H., Otis R. 
Eller; Front L-R: Geo. W. Dickens, 

Martha C. Eller Dickens, Maggie 
wife of Edward Delos Davis 



c 

c 

Compiled by Eva J. Moore, 2362 Valley West Dr., Santa Rosa, 
CA 95401. 

Husband: JAMES H. ELLER 
b. 20 Aug 1836 
d. 14 Mar 1904 
m. 12 Mar 1862 
Father: Henry Eller b. 1806, 
Mother: Dacia ? b. 1811, SC 

SEX CHILDREN: 
F 1. Margaret Francis, b. 

WIFE: SARA JANE BREEDING 
b.28 Jun 1836, Overton Co.,TN 
d. 4 Nov 1905, Overton Co.,TN 

VA Father: Bryant Breeding 
Mother: Mary Miller 

30 May 1865 
M 2. John A., · b. 15 Jun 1866 
F 3. Mary Dallas, b. 27 Sep 1867 
F 4. Unicy, b.28 Jan 1869; m. 2 Apr 1891, James Dias 

Howell <ADA Dick Howell>, d. 19 Apr 1951,, White 
Co., TN 

F 5. Nancy C., b. 1871 
M b. William*, b. 1873; m. 15 Aug 1897, Almeda Howard 

<* Grandfather of the compiler> 

<See Ancestral Chart for the compiler, p.72 > 

* * * * * 
Compiled by Elgin P. Kintner, MD, P.O. Box K, Maryville, TN 
37803-0690. 

Husband: Elgin Perry Kintner 
b. S Sep · 1917 
m. 4 Apr 1942, White Pine, TN 
Occup.,Physician, Pathologist 
Father: Edward Kintner 
Mother: Glada Olis Snyder 

SEX CHILDREN: 

Wife: Ethel Nevada Pritchett 
b. 28 Aug 1913, Johnson 

City, TN 

Father: Reuel Boman Pritchett 
·· Mother: <maiden name) Ella Poff 

F 1. Rebecca Kay, b. 9 Jun 1943, Indianapolis, IN; m. 26 
Aug 1967, Rufus B. King, Jr. 

M 2. Richard Charles, b. 2 Mar 1948, Elkhart, IN 
F 3. Ruth Johanna, b. 24 May 1951, Elkhart, IN 
F 4. Ella Marie, b. 14 Jul 1952, Maryville, TN; m. 2 Sep 

1978 
F 5. Ella Jean, b. 9 May 1955, Maryville, TN; d. 13 May 

1955, Maryville, TN 

<See Ancestral Charts by this compiler, pp.7J-74 > 
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Name of Compiler, Elgin P. Kintner MD 
Address P 0 Box K 
City; State •i Maryville, TN 37803-0690 
27 Oct 1987 

----.. • O o 

' 
PRITCHETT, Ethel Nevada 

Born 28 Aug 1913 
At ~~ashington Co TN 
Oted 
.A.t 
l~r. 4 Apr 1942 
At lYhite Pine, TN 

··-
Husband of 1 0 0 

0 - • 

KINTNER, Elgin Perry 

Bocn 5 Sep 1917 
At N Manchester, IN 
Died 
At 
Res. Naryville, TN 

2 

3 

,, 

00 

00 

PRITCHETT, Reuel Bowman 

B.rn 13 Apr 1884 
AI Washington Co TN 
Died 2 Apr 1974 
At Naryville, TN 
Res. tYhite Pine, TN 

rt• .. rt~r cf 3} 
\ooo_ • .,_ ( l) 

POFF. Ella nmn 

&en 3 Oct 1883 
At Nontgomery Co. VA 
Oi~::1 6 Oct 1957 
At Jefferson Co TN 
\" .. :r. 29 Sep 1911 
At Christiansburg, VA 
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4 PRITCHETT, James Alfred .. 
Born 23 Jun 1854 

AI Washington Co TN 
Died 15 Oct 1933 

AI Washington Co TN 
Res. v7ashington Co TN 

~ 
BOWMAN, Rebecca Ann 

Bxn 25 Jul 1862 
At Washington Co. TN 
Died 19 Jun 1940 
At Jefferson Co TN 
!Jar. 4 Jan 1883 . 
At Washington Co TN 

6 POFF, John lvilliam 

S:tn 17 Jul 1854 

A! Hontgomery Co VA 
Di!ld 7 Jun 1915 

l AI Montgomery Co VA 
::::2s. Hontgomery Co VA 

7 CHANDLER, Hary Elizabeth 

!:::tn 20 Sep 1852 
AI Nontgomery Co VA 
Di:xf 23 Jul 1908 
AI Hontgomery Co. VA 
t:1r. 6 Jan 1876 

Con\ 

Chao 

cr:a: 

L 

-: ~.!. 

C·. 



·-···· ·- ·-- · ·---
Narre Elgin P. Kintner:· -·i-·f~D·. 

Address P 0 Drawer K 

Cily, Slate :Haryville, TN 37801 

Date 13 Oct 1982 

(Fcthu of 1) 
B0\\"'1-iAN, David • 

2 ' 
Bocn 27 }far 1828 
At lvashington Co. TN 
Died 30 Jul 1896 
AI ltashington Co TN 
Res. Hashington Co TN . 

BOWMAN, Rebecca Ann 

Been 25 Jul 1862 
AI Washington Co TN 
Died 19 Jun 1940 
At Jefferson Co TN 
Res. lo7ashingto.n Co TN 

PRITCHETT, James 'Alfred 

Name of Spouse 

(J.(:)thc:r of 1) 

3 GARST, Elizabeth 

Bocn 17 Jul 1824 

AI Roanoke Co VA 
Ore<! 20 Nov 1892 

AI l~ashington Co TN 

klar. 15 Jul 1850 

At l-lashington Co TN 

Ptt~Gn Mo. 1 on t!lh thwt ia t'lt ntne 

PMa.on a Ho. 13 on dl•t No. 1 l Kl55-7 

(Fcthor of 2) 
.c BOWl-iAN. Joseph, Sr. 

Born 26 Sep 1784 
At 
Died 12 Aug 1850 
At l~ashington Co TN 
Res. l-lashington Co TN 

(J.toth.r of 2) 

5 BE.Amf, Christena 

6 

e.~n 
AI VA 
Died 
AI l~ashington Co TN 
lolar. 
AI 

(Fothor of 3) 

GARST, Frederick II 

Born 15 Jan 17 84 
At Lancaster Co PA 
D_i~ 11 Aug 1850 
At i~ashington Co TN 
Res. ;Limestone TN 

{J,t:)thor of 3) 
7 ELLER, Susanna 

Born 
At 
Died 1827 
At 
L'ar. 28 Dec 1809 
AI l~ashington Co TN 

.?:cturn To 
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8 

9 

10 

1 t'' 

BO\.JMA.N, Jac~ r::------------- Cont. 
Born , t~.·~t 
At 
Died 

. At 
Res. 

ca 1794 
Rockingham? Co VA 

MILLHOUSE, Susannah 

Born 
~---.....;.-..:..:..::..=:..::.=.:.:.._ ___ C:>nt. 

. 
At 

t".att 

Died 1833 
At Washington Co. TN 
Mar. 
AI 

~-------------·=~,:_I 
Born ::-.art 

At 
Died 
At 
Res. 

\---------------- C=~:. I 

Been 
At 
Died 
At 
l.lar. 
At 

:"..Ill 

12 GARST, Frederick I 

Born 1752 
At Lancaster Co PA 
Died 1842 
At Roanoke Co VA 
Res. Roanoke Co VA 

13 RAUCH,. 1-fagdalena 

Born 1752 
At 
Died 1845 
At 
Uar. 
At 

H ELLER, Jacob 

*Born c 1760 
At 
Died 1830 

. 

At Botetourt VA 
'!es. 

Died 

: • .J:I I 

C::-::. c 
: •.a:t : 

::~:. c 

AI *by C Hargreaves, Saginaw MI 
l':ll. 

· ~- -·---·- .- • ·· 
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m. 13 
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION REUNION 
Rowan County, North Carolina 

Summer of 1989 

Dear EFA Members, 

As you can see by the above announcement, an ELLER Reunion 
is being planned in the very near future. This, People, is 
going to be a FIRST. A nation-~vide ELLER Reunion. We are 
making sure everyone has lot's of prior notice of this 
reunion by announcing it in THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 

What we -are seeking at this time is your individual/family 
responses,your ideas and suggestions, and hopefully your co
operation in helping out. Our reunion will be as successful 
as the effort we all put into it! 

Please read through the following information, check any
thing you would like us to know about and add your comments. 
Feel free to offer help by volunteering. Patricia Beck of 
Salisbury, NC, has graciously agreed to co-chair this event 
and Buddy Lovette, of Moravian Falls, NC, has volunteered to 
arrange tours of early ELLER property and historic sites. 

This event will not be for EFA members only, but we hope to 
have many ELLERs from across the country, and perhaps one or 
t1vo from Germany. If you knmv any ELLER or allied family 
who is interested in joining in the festivities, please copy 
the questionnaire and have them send it in. A gathering of 
this size will require a tremendous amount of planning and 
scheduling. We hope to have a good idea of the number plan
ning to attend by August or early fall. 

Remember, people, our Reunion can (and will) be a successful 
one. A time to meet all the unknown faces you have written 
to in the past. A time to share information, a time to meet 
and make new friends, and a time to meet relatives you have 
never met, or rarely see. Join the fun and volunteer. Help 
make this reunion one you (and your family) will remember for 
many years to come. 

Write to: Kathy Schoen 
P.O. Box 162 
Connell, WA 99326 ph. 509-234-7631 

PS. The following ideas have been taken from information 
sent to me by various organizations and individuals who 
have set up success~ul reunions. 
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Summer 1989 Eller Family Association Reunion questionnaire. 
Please return to Kathy Schoen by June 1, 1988. 

I am interested in attending the EFA reunion 
_Ye's No Maybe 
__ Number of your~amily who will attend. List age(s) 

Committees needing volunteer help: 

family/group displays 
-memorabilia displays 
-liaison/family groups 

_souvenirs 
_speakers 

entertainment 
-babysit ters 

mini-classes 

_registration 
accommodations 

_J>icnic at park 
_advertisement 
_J>resentations 

-activities for: 
- children 

teens 
_elderly 

What would you like to learn more about 
Eller genealogy; genealogy in general? 
lem(s) or a specific interest you would 
about? Please list below. 

concerning your 
Do you have a prob

like to learn more 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Ideas/suggestions for speakers/presentations. Here are a 
few ideas. If you are interested, please mark. Add your 
own ideas/suggestions on a separate sheet of paper. 
_1. Do you know of anyone who has ELLER research they would 

present as a class or lecture? 
_2. Do you, or anyone you know specialize in: war service 

records, immigration, county courthouse records, 
computers in genealogy (beg. & advanced)? 

3. Have you written a book? Would you like to present it 
to the EFA for review? Would you like a display set up 
to sell the books? 

_4. Are you a local historian/genealogy buff who would like 
to present a class or lecture? 

_5. Are you a member of a Historical/Genealogical Society? 
Would you be willing to set up/give a presentation to the 
group concerning your Society and it's holdings, etc.? 

6. Are you a musician? Would you be willing to help orga
nize entertainment? (for example: set up entertainment at 
the picnic) 

7. Would you be able to set up and run a P. A. system? 
projectors, etc.? 

8. Are you a photographer? Do you know one in the area 
willing to take group/family pictures for a fee? We 
would need to know fees prior to reunion & have a time 
frame set up. weekend work?? 

9. Are you interested in a chartered bus tour of Historic 
Eller sites in Rowan County and vicinity? 
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arlan L. Eller 
279 E. First Ave. Suite E. 

Chico, CA 95·926 

Viola Stangl 
Rt. 5, Box 70 
Pierz, MN 56364 

Raymond Eller 
344 So. Serrano #6 
Los Angeles , CA 90 020 

Wilbur C. Julian 
2 215 Westfield Ave. 
Winston-Salem, NC 27103 

William L. Eller 
2056 s . E . Grandview Ct. 
Milwaukie, OR 97267 

Katherine Dance 
P.O. Box 545 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 

Lowanna Stratton 
P. o. Box 302 
Robbinsville, NC 

Belle E. Rogers 
Rt. 1, Box 169 
Robbinsville, NC 

Vernon P. Eller 

28771 

28771 

400 Mass Lane 
Franklin, TN 37064 

James T. Eller 
1306 No. Richmond 
Hanford. CA 93230 

Ralph N. Eller 
Rt. 2, Box 304 
Moundsville, WV 

Elfreda Holmes 

26041 

84 Holmes Road 
Tonasket, WA 98855 

Dwight D. Eller 
1416 E. Kleindale 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
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Margaret R. Barker 
14071 Flower Street #3 
Garden Grove, CA 92643 

Lana L. Smith 
437 West Carson Sp. 19-A 
Carson, CA 90745 

Gale E. s. Honeyman 
470 Grove #2 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Ernest McNeill Eller 
2 Kent Road, Wardour 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Peter McNeill Eller 
9909 Hunters Run Lane 
Cincinnati, OH 45242 

Com. John c. Eller 
250 I Ave. 
Coronado, CA 92118 

John McNeill Eller 
1600 Campus Road 
Los Angeles, CA 90041 

Ashley Elizabeth Eller 
162 Ferrin 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Deborah E. Murphy 
735 36 St., N.W. 
Canton, OH 44709 

Joseph M. E. Murphy 
765 Academy 
Mansfield, PA 16833 

Prof. Dr. K. Napp-Zinn 
Gyrhofstr. 15 
D-5000 Koln 41 
West Germany 

Georg Eller 
Bannzaunerweg 7 
6530 Bingen 1 
West Germany 

( 
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PRESIDENT/ EDITORS PAGE 

Membership in the Eller Family Association has reached 126; 
the last seven came from Admiral Earnest McNeill Eller who 
provided memberships for his children and grandchildren. 
What an excellent idea for a gift. How about considering a 
paid membership for a relative when you are next searching 
for a gift. We still are shooting for 200 members by the end 
of 1988 and we must depend primarily upon the members and 
readers to supply names and addresses of prospective 
members. 

Charlotte Eller Marshall has been working hard in recruiting 
members to serve on the Board of Directors and in framing 
proposed By-Laws for the Association < more about this in 
the Aug. Newsletter.) Also, Charlotte and Kathy Schoen are 
serving as the chief movers and shakers for the 1989 
National Eller Family Reunion scheduled for Salisbury, NC • 
. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. . . . . . . J.Berald Eller 

* * * * * 
This is the the largest Newsletter published to date and it 
resembles a Journal more than a Newsletter. This is especi
ally true when we have such excellent material as that pro
vided by the several contributors to this issue. The new 
postal rates gives us concern but we hope to be able to con
tinue to have at least 24 pages in each issue while holding 
membership rates at the present level. 

Some members delay sending in family group sheets and 
ancestral charts because of their incompleteness. We urge 
members not to delay for this reason since a major objective 
of the Association is to help members "fill the holes" in 
their own records. 

New features are planned for upcoming Newsletters. We begin 
publishing from the "McCubbins Collection" in August. This 
extensive compilation at the Rowan Public Library, 
Salisbury, NC , prepared f~om.the life-long collections of 
Mrs. Mamie McCubbins, has many records pertaining to the 
early Ellers of Rowan Co., NC. M. A. Reece has provided us 
a chronolgy of all Eller records from this Collection and 
permission has been granted by the Library to publish these 
in the Newsletter. Kathy Schoen examines microfilm census 
records on a regular basis and has begun to extract all El
ler records for publication. We invite others to follow this 
example and extract Eller records you may find and allow 
us to publish them. In this way the Newsletter can serve as 
a clearing house for all types of information. We would like 
to develop a plan where a member would serve as an "editor" 
for a particular type of record. For example, Kathy Schoen 
might be the editor or coordinator for all census records. 
Others might perfer to work on military records, land 
records, etc. If interested in this proposition, please let 
us hear from you. One word of caution, be sure when 
extracting to record a complete citation of your source •••• 
........•.................... ..Juanita & Gerald Eller 
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The PURPOSE of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION is to draw all 
Ellers, regardless of their particular family line, and 
allied family members into a cooperative effort to: 

1. to promote a sense of kinship and consciousness of family 
history and tradition; 

2. to promote and publicize local family reunions; 

3. to hold an Annual Meeting of the governing body in 
conjunction with a family reunion; and 

4. to encourage and aid genealogical and historical research 
on Eller and allied families in the United States and 
Europe. 

<Eds. With our two members from 
ning to reach the international 
tinue to publish information as 
and other countries.> 

West Germany we are begin
community and we will con
it is received from Germany 

* * * * * 
TREASURER·s REPORT •••••••••••••• Charlotte Marshall Eller 

Balance in account---------December 31, 1987 

INCOME: Membership & Newsletter 
Interest 

$376.50 
6.99 

$1,365.96 

Total Income •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• + 383.49 

EXPENSE: deposit slips 
Feb. issue Chronicles 
Supplies, copies, postage 

$ 5.95 
302.26 
31.73 

Total Expense .•••••.•••..••.•••.•.•.••••••••••.• - 339.94 

Balance in account ••••••• March 31, 1988 •••••••• $1,409.51 

* * * * * 
Announcing the first four members of the Board of Directors: 

JUANITA REUTZ, of Jonesboro, Tennessee 
KATHY SCHOEN, of Connell, Washington 
BYRON H. ELLER, of Oroville, California 
A. WILLIAM ELLER, of Lakewood, Colorado 

* * * * * 
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