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Message from the President 
   

Hello Ellers! 

I hope you have all survived the cold winter we‟ve been having this year.   We never 

really got down to freezing here in Houston, but we‟ve had a lot of days in the 40s 

this winter.  That is unusual for us. 

I have been having fun meeting cousins lately.  Back in October, Dan and I did a 

trip to GA.  Dan did not get to attend the last EFA Conference with me as he went to 

AZ to help take care of my dad, Verlie Eller.  Hiawassee was so pretty that I wanted 

to visit again and bring Dan to see the lake and the mountains.  The leaves were 

changing colors when we were there and it was all very pretty.  Our leaves in 

Houston do not change colors, they turn brown and fall off.   

After flying in to Atlanta, we drove to Winder and visited with Dan‟s sister.  She had 

recently moved there and we had not seen her new place.  On Sunday we went to 

church with her.  One of the men in the church asked what we planned to do while 

we were vacationing in GA.  When I mentioned Hiawassee, he said, “My wife is from 

Hiawassee.”  Then I mentioned our Eller conference and he said, “My wife was an 

Eller!”  Turns out his wife is my 2nd cousin once removed! 

Thanks to our EFA website (www.eller.org),we occasionally get e-mails from Eller 

descendants who are looking for information on their family line.  Through those e-

mails I have been able to correspond with a couple of people, one in CA (a 5th cousin) 

and another in AZ (a 6th cousin).  It‟s fun to put the puzzle pieces together and let 

them know they have found a cousin  

Hopefully some of these new found cousins can come to our next conference in 

Williamsburg, VA. 

Below is a picture of me and Jerry Kendall (a 4th cousin), that I met at the EFA 

conference in 2013.  We were able to get together in October and visit our Gt Gt Gt 

Gt Grandmother‟s grave in Dillard, GA. 
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I am looking forward to seeing you in VA in July.  Bring your cousins! 

Your EFA President, 

Lauren (Eller) Liggett 

missliggy@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
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A Note from the “Eller Chronicles” Editor 

 
Hello Eller Family!   
 
I hope everyone has remained healthy during this unusually cold and wet winter 
season!  The Flu has been horrible this year in our area, so hopefully it is on its way 
out the door along with the cold weather!   
 
I’ve enjoyed pulling this issue of the Eller Chronicles together with all of the 
preparations and planning that have occurred by Ed Eller and Harvey Powers.  
Sounds like they have done a great job selecting Williamsburg for our EFA 
Conference this year!  Williamsburg is going to be a great place to gather with all of 
its historic significance and beautiful surroundings…and having our Eller family 
around is just going to be the icing on the cake for our gathering! 
 
My family is making this a 10-day summer vacation trip in our Camper…along with 
our chihuahua, Hercules.  We plan on starting at Myrtle Beach for several days, then 
onto Virginia Beach for several more days…and will be ending our trip at the 
American Heritage RV Resort in Williamsburg to attend the EFA Conference.  
www.americanheritagervpark.com  We would love to hear if anyone else will be 
camping as well!   This park was the “Highest Rated Park in Williamsburg” last year 
by the Good Sam RV Club, so hopefully will be a good choice! 
 
Please continue to forward to me any articles of interest that you would like to 
include in the next edition of the Eller Chronicles.   We also enjoy hearing about any 
exciting things going on in your lives…such as weddings, graduations, or family 
gatherings.   You can either mail photos to me at the below address…or simply email 
them to me at rpoplin@dutil.com   I especially would like for you to send me photos 
from the EFA Conference in Williamsburg!  I’m planning on making my August 
Edition be just a recap of our fun times at the Conference! 
 
Randy Poplin 
1911 Tara Place 
Dalton, GA  30720 
rpoplin@dutil.com   
(706) 529-7485  Home or (706) 463-0676  Cell 

http://www.americanheritagervpark.com/
mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
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2015 Eller Family Association Conference in Williamsburg, 

Virginia 

 

 
 

Lodging will be at the Williamsburg Woodlands Hotel and Suites 
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Our Tours will include Historic Colonial Williamsburg   
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A Response from “The Saga of Reuben Monroe Eller” 

Article from August 2014 

 

My wife is a great grand-daughter of John Alexander Eller and, at the John Alexander Eller family 

reunion last Sunday; Ed Eller was kind enough to give me a copy of the August 2014 issue of The 

Eller Chronicles.  I read with great interest Patricia Beck's excellent article "The Saga of Reuben 

Monroe Eller."  I had been familiar with the basic story because Janice Day Cheek had generously 

shared it with me some years ago, but I don't think I knew about the Carolina Watchman article 

about the scandal and the legal notice of the divorce, which Betty Dan Spencer contributed.  Nice 

finds! 

 

I have been researching Reuben's father Alexander Eller and his family for some years.  A couple of 

items in the article jumped out at me and I would like to comment on them.   

 

1.  Alexander's first wife Nancy Cox (b c 1826, d c 1854) is stated in the article to be the daughter of 

William and Barbary Cox.  It is true that Alexander's and Nancy's marriage record at the St. 

Matthew's Lutheran Church does list the parents of the bride as William and Barbary Cox.  But in 

my opinion Barbary more likely was only a step-mother to Nancy.  Barbary was unlikely to have 

been Nancy's biological mother because Barbary married William only in 1836, fully a decade after 

Nancy was born.  (There is a 20 Mar 1836 Rowan Co. marriage bond for a William Cox and 

Barbary Miller, who almost certainly are the same individuals who are identified as Nancy's parents 

in the St. Matthew's Lutheran Church record.)  So it seems to me more likely that Nancy was the 

daughter of Rachel Ribley, the woman to whom William Cox probably was married at the time of 

Nancy's birth.  (There is a 26 Jun 1815 marriage bond for "William Coxx" and "Rachail Ribly" 

in Rowan Co., NC.) 

 

2.  The article suggests that Alexander's daughter Mary Jane (b. 8 May 1847) can be found living in 

the household of Eli Sifford in the 1860 census for Rowan Co., age 15.  This sent me running to the 

census records, where I did find an Eli Sifford as the head of a household in Rowan Co. in 1860, but 

I did not see any individual named Mary Jane Eller (or, indeed, any 15-year-old) living in this 

household.  Can you please direct me to this record?  I am skeptical that this could be Alexander's 

daughter, who would have been only 13, not 15, in 1860. It is my belief that in 1860 Alexander's 

daughter Mary Jane was living in the Salisbury household of Jacob and his second wife Melinda File, 

where she is identified as "Jane Ellar," a 14-year-old female.  I come to this conclusion not just 

because of the close match of name, gender, town of residence, and age, but also because it makes 

sense that Mary Jane should be in this particular household.  Jacob File had strong financial and 

family ties to Mary Jane's step-mother Aquilla ("Quilla") Casper Eller.  Rowan Co. court records, for 

example, show that Jacob went out on a "financial limb" for Quilla in 1859--he guaranteed her legal 

obligations as administratrix of the estate of her deceased husband Alexander Eller.  Also, Jacob was 

Quilla's uncle--before marrying Melinda, Jacob had been the husband of Quilla's aunt Elizabeth 

("Betsey") Edelman, who died in 1854 and whom I believe was the sister of Quilla's mother Sophia 
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Edelman.  That Mary Jane in 1860 should be living with her step-mother's uncle instead of with her 

step-mother herself would be consistent with the living arrangements Quilla made for the other 

children of Nancy Cox after Alexander died.  Like Mary Jane, William Stokes Eller and John 

Henderson Eller in 1860 are found living with relatives away from Quilla (e.g., William Stokes with 

his aunt Lucinda Ross Eller May and John Henderson with his aunt Ruth Cox Skeen).  As one can 

tell from the census records, Alexander and Quilla were not wealthy or propertied and, after 

Alexander's death in 1859, Quilla presumably found herself with too many mouths to feed.  Most 

probably, as was not uncommon in such cases at that time, Quilla sent away her step-children to 

live with whatever relatives would take them in and retained only her own offspring with 

Alexander, the toddlers Jacob Alexander and Reuben Monroe. 

 

3.  The article points out that there is "no further information" about Mary Jane.  This lack of 

records may make sense.  According to family lore (kindly supplied to me by Doris Eller Jordan), 

Mary Jane did not marry or bear children, but perished in her teens of burns she received when her 

clothing accidentally caught fire while she was living and working as a domestic in the household of 

another family.  I suspect, but have no proof, that this accident occurred in household of Jacob File. 

 

4.  As the article points out, "died 1884" is written by Quilla's name in the roll of St. 

Matthews.  However, there is a mention of a Quilly Eller, then apparently still living, in the January 

6, 1887 edition of the Carolina Watchman. 

 

Thanks again for the article.  I hope these observations will be useful or interesting to you.  If you 

like, you may print them in the next edition of The Eller Chronicles.  Please do share with me any 

information you may have about Alexander Eller and his family. 

 

 

David Barton 
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MY GREAT GRANDMOTHER – LOUISA JANE ELLER FAULKNER 

 

by Paul Osmer Grisham 

31 Dec 2014 

 

Thoughts and facts: 

Born January 6, 1859, in Fredericksburg, Gillespie County, Texas.  Died November 6, 1956, in 

Douglas, Cochise County, Arizona. 

Granny.  When I look back with age and experience in so many things over so many years, I still 

stand in awe of the woman.  She was born to German parentage who had immigrated to Texas in 

the early 1800‟s.  She was the 32nd of 34 children (that tidbit from her own lips).  Old great-great 

grandfather James McCarty Eller had had two wives – not a bigamist, but one after the other.  Oh, 

there were three sets of twins so be aware, kids, that gene is dominant in our family – my son Dave 

was a twin.  It could well happen to you, too. 

Now, please know that I knew her very well and (really) sat at her feet and listened and asked of 

many things.  A loving and tender lady, she was not at all loath to respond.  She was aware of many 

things, events of the day and evinced a perspective and deep understanding of people that I have 

come to expect of very few folks.  She bore nine children, one of whom died quite early, and 

survived all but one – Aunt Mattie.  She suffered a broken hip at about age 60 when thrown by a 

horse – and walked with the use of a cane thereafter. 

This seems to be the place where our question and answer sessions should be brought out.  Now, I 

literally sat at her feet and listened to her stories and asked her questions.  These may seem to be 

disjointed, guess it is my lack of ability to meld the info into a true story line.  But, here goes… 

Grandma, what did you think of Pancho Villa, the Mexican hero?  Answer:  You know that he and 

his gang raided the town of Columbus, New Mexico, which resulted in General Pershing being 

brought into the area (another for your history studies).  Well, Pancho Villa was a murdering thief!  

Even the locals, „tho of Mexican origin, felt the same way. 

Granny, tell me about the gunmen  –  Billy the Kid and the like.  Answer:  Only a few people and 

the lawmen ever owned a handgun.  I never saw a man like that.  Those men were not welcome in 

the nice part of town.  They stayed on the other side of the track where the bars were.  Nice people 

did not associate with them at all and they did not try to talk to us. 

Granny, how many guns did you and grandpa own?  Answer:  One.  A rifle.  It was used for 

hunting, only.  It wasn‟t used much because ammunition was very expensive, although your 

grandpa was a good shot and taught all of us how to use it and how to take care of it.  It was used for 

hunting big game. 

Granny, was the weather like this when you were little?  Paul, this is desert country.  Very, very 

dry and we can go for many months at a time without rain.  When the summer rains come out of 
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the south, the rain stops at the pasture fence.  It rains only on the neighbor‟s land.  But, when I 

think about it, we all knew that the wet spells (good years of rain) go for 11-years followed by 11-

years of drought. 

My mom told this one:  Granny used to take a walk every evening and we kids would go with her.  

She had two dogs, Punch and Crockett.  They would range out in front of us and would often find a 

rattlesnake – fun time for us to watch.  The dogs would approach the snake from opposite sides, 

barking, of course.  One would come from behind, grab it just behind the head, shake it vigorously 

and then throw it.  They would alternate until the snake was dead.  Well, one time the snake was 

thrown at grandma and it actually wrapped around her leg.  You can imagine…  Thank the Lord, it 

was dead.  We laughed about it later. 

In 1907 her son James Johnathan was working in the copper smelter in Nacozari, Chihuahua, 

Mexico.  I don't know the cause, but he died there.  Granny took a wagon down there – all by 

herself – and brought the body home for proper interment.  Mind, now, a trek of more than 75 

miles well down into Mexico.  A tough lady, our Granny. 

Back to my grandmother.  She married Edward Wadsworth Faulkner on November 9, 1876, in 

Kerrville, Texas.  He was a Texas Ranger at one time (this was confirmed by contacting the official 

Texas Ranger Association & Museum,  whereon they provided documentation that I have).  I think 

that the youngsters in the family might be interested in knowing that.  Granny drew a $30 per 

month pension from the state of Texas  until her passing. 

They were the first “white” people to homestead a ranch in the central-southern area of New 

Mexico.  The 10-section spread is still in the distant-family ownership.  The whole family was 

conversant in the Spanish language, if not fluent in the pure sense of the word.  Sadly, to me, none 

of us offspring learned much of the language.  Un poquito, no mas. 

When I was growing up in Douglas, AZ,  we spent about a month each summer at the ranch.  At 

about the 10-12 age frame, I was put to work doing such chores as shoveling manure, stacking hay, 

feeding stock and the chicken.  A true ranch hand works hard and long days.  I learned a lot about 

stock, horses, coyotes and rabbits.  Did you know that 12 jack rabbits eat about as much as one cow?  

When I got a 22-caliber gun, I was welcome to shoot rabbits at any time.  All of the ranchers 

welcomed us teenagers and didn‟t even demand that we get permission to hunt their land because 

we knew how to conduct ourselves. 

Grandma Faulkner later moved into Hachita – a tiny railroad stop of about 200-people about 5-miles 

from the ranch – in order to be near other people as she aged.  She later moved to Douglas to be 

near Mom where she spent the last 12-15 years of her life.  She is interred in Mountain View 

Cemetery in Deming, New Mexico. 

In 1905 when my mother was but 5-months old, her mother passed during a diphtheria epidemic.  

Granny took her to raise on the ranch and the two enjoyed a mother-daughter relationship.  Mom 

saw to her as you would expect a daughter to do.   
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Granny Faulkner was a memorable lady whom I am looking forward to seeing again…..I honestly 

feel that I am a better man for having known her. 

 

 
                Louisa Jane ELLER Faulkner 

 
Note:  There was also an article submitted by Debbie Faulkner in the June 2013 Eller Chronicles if you 
would like to refer to additional details of Louisa Jane Eller Faulkner. 
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HOW TO JOIN A DNA PROJECT 
By Tom Eller 

 
 

The Eller Family Association has thirty-six people who have 
done genealogical DNA testing. Although several have since 
died, new DNA testers can still match their DNA. We would 
appreciate it if you would also join our DNA Project. 

 
To order go to the internet to the following sequence of links: 

 eller.org 
  What We DO 

   Eller DNA Project 
    Click here to order a DNA test in The Eller DNA Project  

     Then "order" and pay by credit card. 

If asked, check that you want to be part of the Eller DNA Project. 
---------------------- 
 

Y-DNA tests work only on the male line, son to father to grandfather to great 
grandfather, etc. We have asked our Ellers to test at the y-67 level. 

 
mTDNA tests work only on the son and daughter to their Mother, and thence only on 
mother to grandmother to great grandmother, etc. 

 
Family Finder test works on BOTH male and female ancestors for about six 

generations back. This means that you can see relationships among descendants of 
grandparents, both male and female. This works very well when not all the children of one 
woman have the same father or when a given man has children by more than one 

woman—of course, these latter two situations usually complicate the genealogy and can 
be accompanied by heartache. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://eller.org/
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-join.aspx?Group=eller
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Tom Eller, one of our EFA Board Members has shared his 2014 Christmas 
card showing some of the highlights of his family’s year! 
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Grisso/Barba Wedding 
 

 

 

Catri Grisso and Paul Barba were 

married on November 9th, 2014 at the 

Camarillo Ranch in Camarillo, CA.  

Above photo from left to right:  

Edd & Ginnie Eller; Randy, Tammy and 

Molly Poplin; Cindie Grisso, Evan Eller, 

Paul and Catri Barba, Chet Grisso, 

Savannah Eller; Ed & Betty Eller; Chloe 

Eller and Cyla Grisso.  Catri is the 

granddaughter of Ed & Betty Eller 
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OBITUARIES 
 

 
 

Herman 'Wayne' Sehorn 
 

KANNAPOLIS - Herman "Wayne" Sehorn, 65, of Kannapolis, went home to be with his Lord, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 
2014, at home surrounded by his family.  Wayne was the son of John and Frances Eller and the late Edward 
Leon Sehorn. He was born Jan. 18, 1949, in Cabarrus County.  
 
Wayne worked for Foils, Inc. until he had to retire because of his illness. One of his greatest passions was 
fishing. He loved to spend his spare time with a fishing pole and his fishing buddies. His second greatest 
passion was harassing all the folks at Waffle House. He truly loved each of them and they loved him, too. He 
was a member of Central Baptist Church. 
 
Those left to cherish his memory are his wife of 31 years, Saundra Coone Sehorn; stepchildren Denise St. Clair 
(Randy), Dwaine Basinger (Debbie) of China Grove, Jeff Basinger, Michelle Linton (Tim Plott) of Concord; 
daughters Michelle Stacey and Becky Hillier; sisters Kay Johnson (Mike) and Donna Wingler (Thomas); 
stepgrandchildren Amanda Lane Pence (Dustin), Ryan Linton, Erin Basinger and Breezi Basinger. 

 
Arrangements: Visitation was Friday, Nov. 14 at Central Baptist Church and the funeral was held at the church 
with Rev. Curtis Parker officiating. 
 
Online condolences may be left at www.whitleysfuneralhome.com.  
 
Memorials: In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent to Cabarrus Hospice and Palliative Care, 5003 Hospice 
Land, Kannapolis, NC 28081; and/or Central Baptist Church, 1810 Moose Road, Kannapolis, NC 28083; and/or 
American Cancer Society , P.O. Box 22718, Oklahoma City, OK 73123-1718.  
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Clarice Vivian Eller Stanley 
 

Clarice V. Stanley, 91, of Vine Street, Martins Ferry, OH, passed away Tuesday, December 23, 2014, 
peacefully. 

She was born in Taylors Ridge, WV on November 8, 1923, the daughter of the late Berrell and Florence 
Arlena (Blake) Eller.   Clarice attended the Elliott School of Business; She was office manager at Teamsters 
Local Union 697 Wheeling, WV. She retired in 1983. 

She was a member of St. Mary's Catholic Church and the Catholic Woman's Club of Martins Ferry; Mound 
Chapter D.A.R., Moundsville, WV; Rev. War Ancestor Peter Yoho; Assistant Registrar 1984- 1985 and 
Registrar 1996- 2001; Marshall Co. Historical Society. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, John Henry Stanley; son, Mark Steven 
Stanley and a brother, Ralph Eller. 

She is survived by two sons, Robert M. Stanley, Los Gatos, CA; Lawrence J. (Jacalyn) Stanley, Buffalo Grove, 
IL; three granddaughters, Lauren, Bridget and Jill; sister- in-law, Roberta Warren, Columbia, TN; brother, 
Charles Eller. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Keller Funeral Home, 615 Hanover Street, Martins Ferry where friends 
were received Friday, December 26, 2014 from 11 until time of service at 1 p.m. with Rev. Tom Marute 
officiating. 

Interment was at Holly Memorial Gardens, Pleasant Grove, OH. 

Condolences to the family may be made by signing the guest book online at www.kellerfuneralhome.com. 

 
 
 

http://www.kellerfuneralhome.com/
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular family 

line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present generation and those of the 

future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage. 

 

The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most 

efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.   

 

The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated 

family lines worldwide to: 

 Discover and preserve our historical past 

 Report current events and ongoing contributions 

 Develop and expand current family ties 

 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 

 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 

 

A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, May, 

August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 17
th

 century 

to the current time is being gathered and made available. 

 

To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send with 

check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the Eller Family 

Association to:  

 

Ed Eller 

    Eller Family Association 

    3009 East Walnut Avenue 

                       Dalton, GA  30721 
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Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee 

along with your application for membership. 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 

 

 
President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281)578-8141  

   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President:  Anna Marie Bliss   4217 East Carmel Ave     (480)396-3364 

     Mesa, AZ  85206  ajbliss3343@yahoo.com  

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706)278-1516 

     Dalton, GA 30721 kermiteller38@gmail.com 

   

Directors:  Joe R. Eller 2610 Nantucket Drive (336)765-7353 

     Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net  

 

 Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive (719)632-2259 

   Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com  

 

 Gene Ellison 137 4
th
 St, PO Box 51 (912)748-4408 

   Meldrin, GA 31318 gcellison2@hotmail.com 
  
 Janice Day Cheek 4400 Ocoee Street N (423)304-3990 

   Cleveland, TN 37312 jmdcheek@hotmail.com  
  

Director & Web Master    Harvey Powers 150 Merrymount Rd (434)689-5549 

   Boydton, VA 23917 harv@harveypowers.com 

  

Editor: Randy Poplin 1911 Tara Place  (706)529-7485 

   Dalton, GA 30720 rpoplin@dutil.com  

 

Historian:  Dean Eller 2610 Nantucket Drive (336)765-7353 

     Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net  

 

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 

 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 

 To report a change of address 

 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 

     James W. Hook (1957) @ $32 ea 

 

 

Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  

 

Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 

 

To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org 

     

  

 

 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:ajbliss3343@yahoo.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:jrgdeller@bellsouth.net
mailto:ellertj@aol.com
mailto:gcellison2@hotmail.com
mailto:jmdcheek@hotmail.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
mailto:jrgdeller@bellsouth.net
http://www.eller.org/

