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In recognition of his
faithful service to the Eller
Family Association over
the past years, we are
dedicating this
Edition of the
Eller Chronicles in
memory of
Roger Eller.
~
Refer to page 12
for his Obituary and
remembrances of Roger.
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You may submit material for publication
in The Eller Chronicles as follows:
Email to rpoplin@dutil.com OR Mail to
Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place,
Dalton, GA 30720.
If you are submitting photographs, please scan
in JPEG format or copy to a diskette or CD.
Most Kodak developers can perform this service
if you do not have a computer. If you prefer,
you may submit photo quality copies; however,
they will not be returned.
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Message from the President
Hello Eller Family,
Hope this note finds you all well. I can‟t believe that springtime
is upon us. Seems we‟ve hardly had a winter time this year, at
least not much of one here in the Houston area. Trees are
blooming and weeds are springing up in a big way.
There‟s a TV show on NBC that some of you may be interested
in. At least I assume most of you are at least slightly interested
in genealogy, or you wouldn‟t be an EFA member  On Friday
nights at 7PM (central time), “Who Do You Think You Are?”
comes on. Each week a different celebrity learns about their
family tree. It‟s fascinating to see where they have all come
from, or what famous person they connect with from the past. I
hope you get a chance to watch it and enjoy it as I have.
This edition of the EFA Chronicles is dedicated to one of our
former members, Roger Eller. We will surely miss him at our
conferences. It was interesting to read about him and learn
about the many ways he contributed to other organizations
throughout his life, besides the EFA. We are proud to have
been able to claim him as an Eller. Please keep his children and
other family members in your prayers, that God would comfort
them in their grief.
Until I write again, enjoy your springtime and Happy Easter!
Lauren
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…from the desk of the Secretary/Treasurer

Summer has come to Tennessee early this year – we have already hit 80
degrees. All the trees are in bloom, even the forsythia.
I would like to thank those of you who called and sent such nice cards
and notes on the death of my mother, Betty Russelavage. She loved to
come to the Eller Conferences and she will be sorely missed by her
friends and family. She had a beautiful funeral at Arlington National
Cemetery in November where our Dad is buried.
I was saddened to hear of the passing of Roger Eller. He was such a kind
man. He went out of his way to help me when I became the EFA
Secretary/Treasurer. I was calling and sending him emails for the first
several months needing his guidance. He was so patient with me and
never hesitated to give me a hand. He will be missed by the EFA and
especially me.
MARK YOUR CALENDERS: The next EFA Conference will be in
Richmond, VA, July 24-28, 2013. It will be here before we know it.

Karen J. Pelzman,
Secretary/Treasurer
509 N Poplar St
Paris, TN 38242
kpelzman2003@yahoo.com
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
Dec 11, 2011
The Board of Directors of the Eller Family Association met via conference call at 9:00
PM Eastern Time, December 11, 2011. The following members of the board were
present: Lauren Liggett, President, Ed Eller, Vice President, Fred Blame, Vice President,
Director, Joe Eller, Harvey Powers, Chronicles Editor, Randy Poplin, and
Secretary/Treasurer Karen Pelzman. Not present were Tom Eller and Gene Ellison.
The President called the meeting to order.
The Board approved a change in the EFA Fiscal Year-End from June 31 to July 31 in
order to be able to include all receipts and expenses from the EFA Conferences.
Joe got the Hooks award for Ed and will mail it to him. Joe has received inquiries from
people interested in information on Ellers from our website and has forwarded some
information. He has also had responses on DNA Family Finders from Germany and
Russia.
Ed has done some Eller research on Ancestry and will do more.
Harvey has agreed to help Karen with our Conference in Richmond since he lived there
for many years and is knowledgeable on the area. He said the State Library Archives is
worth spending some time while we are in Richmond.
We would like to encourage members who have a computer to consider receiving the
Chronicles via email. This would save the Association approximately $3.00 per copy for
the printing and postage costs. If you would like to change, please let Karen know.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 PM EST.
The next BOD conference call meeting will be at 9:00 PM EST on Sunday, April 15,
2012 since Easter falls on the 8th.

Respectfully Submitted,
Karen Pelzman
Secretary/Treasurer
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JAMES W. HOOK AWARD
Ed Eller was awarded the James W. Hook Award at the Eller Family
Association Conference last summer. He recently received the beautiful
James W. Hook Award clock in recognition of this award. Ed preceded our
current President, Lauren Liggett, as the former President of the Eller Family
Association…in addition to other positions within the Board. He has also
been very involved in all of the Eller Conferences and continues to research
the Eller family as well as his other family ancestors.
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UPDATED ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION WEBSITE!!
Everyone needs to check out the “new and improved” Eller Family
Association Website that Harvey Powers has put together for us. It
features an easier format in which to navigate within the website.
The website is located at: www.eller.org
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DNA Testing Experiences
It’s been suggested that our readers share any of their
experiences that they have had with any DNA testing that
they have had completed.
Information that would be interesting to know would be:
 Official name of the test
 Where you purchased the test
 Description of the results; what does the info that was
returned to you look like? Graphs? Charts? Narrative?
 Could you interpret the results or did you need to have a
professional do it for you?
 Were the results worth the cost?
Just email this information to me at rpoplin@dutil.com and I
will be glad to anonymously compile your experiences for our
other readers. Who knows…that may encourage a few more
members to participate!
Thanks!
Randy

****************************
Joe Eller has contributed the below article that was published Jan. 9th, 2012
in The Wilkes Journal Patriot newspaper. They have given us permission to
reprint the article for our readers. His line is George Michael, Peter, Peter
Jr., Jacob, Henry Cleveland, John Finley (Brother to Dean Eller’s
grandmother Susan Evelyn Eller), and Harvey Daughton
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION…
Dear Eller Family Association,
I am eager to join and exchange information. Please find my application attached.
I am especially excited that the meeting will be in Richmond, VA this coming year,
my back yard. I have a lot of information about the Eller line descending from Nathan
Harrison Eller and Sarah Adeline Freeman. I have done a lot of original research
along with my brother James Wesley Michel starting back in the 1970‟s. I am very
interested in the German ancestry discussion and am looking for some definitive
information about who Christian Eller‟s father was.
It currently appears that it might be Paul Eller.
I have personally researched the Michel family in Brienz, Switzerland back to the late
1600‟s and have learned a lot about deciphering old German and „Switzer Deutch”. I
find it interesting and challenging. I also have photos that I would like to post to get
help in identifying all of the people in them. I am not sure about the best way to do
this. I have attached one that is just titled “Eller Men” (see below).
I got it from my Grandmother Octa (Eller) Michel but she was too old to remember
much about it. She said it was a reunion photo of the Eller men. I think she said Dad,
uncles, brothers and cousins.
My best guessI am not sure when the photo was taken but I am guessing it was after Okla Eller died
since he was killed in 1918 in WWI
That would mean that it is probably William Holiday Eller (seated on the left); his
brother Joseph, or possibly Caleb; and one of William‟s sons, possibly James.
Standing behind would be Arthur?, Kenneth? And possibly Joseph or Caleb.
Thank you for your dedication to family and genealogy.
Ken Michel
4012 Longwood Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
kmichel@olwc.com
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Obituaries
ROGER FOSTER ELLER

Roger Eller shown above with his wife Julia, who passed away several years ago.

Roger Foster Eller, age 81, of Sneads Ferry, died January 19, 2012 at New
Hanover Regional Medical Center.
He was born July 31, 1930 to Coy and Bernice Foster Eller at Purlear,
Wilkes County, NC. He served in the US Air Force during the Korean
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War, graduated from UNC-CH and worked in Raleigh as a CPA until
1995 when he retired and moved to Sneads Ferry.
He remained active serving his church and other community
organizations. He was an elder of the Sneads Ferry Presbyterian Church
and a member of the Stump Sound Masonic Lodge. His wife of nearly
fifty years, Julia Sanders Eller, died in 2009. He is survived by sons,
Nathan of San Diego, CA, and Craven and his wife Laura (Missi), of San
Antonio, TX; brothers Frank and wife Sadie of Ferguson, NC, Joe and
wife Margaret of Lugoff, SC; sisters Mavis Peterson of Elon, NC, Madge
and husband James McNeil of Ferguson, NC, and Wilma and husband
Robert Gilbert of Advance, NC. Two brothers predecease him, Reece and
Blaine.
A memorial service will be held at the Sneads Ferry Presbyterian Church
at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, January 22, 2012. The family will receive friends at the church
immediately following the service. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to the Sneads Ferry Presbyterian Church Memorial Garden (which
he felt strongly about supporting) or to the charity of one‟s choice.
Cremation services are provided by Jones Funeral Home, Jacksonville.
Condolences may be made at jonesfh.org.
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Remembrance of Roger Eller…from Joe and Dean Eller

We first joined the EFA at the 2001 Salisbury meeting which was hosted by
Roger and Julia. Roger was the first one to greet us and made us feel so
welcome. We cherish the hours spent with he and Julia along with Paula &
Clif Eller as we hosted and planned with their help the 2005 meeting.
Roger gave many valuable hours working for the EFA. We have seen the
book he and Julia placed in the Wilkes and Salisbury libraries as well as our
website.
We thoroughly enjoyed traveling with him to the Nashville and
Chattanooga meetings. We had not talked with him since the 23 rd. or
24th. of Dec, but he was doing well and getting ready to go out to
Christmas gatherings. He was still taking the chemo pill but indicated he
was tolerating it ok.
I was just checking on a friend on our way home from church yesterday
when she said she had just read in the paper about an Eller that grew up in
Wilkes and lived in Snead's Ferry who had passed away. I just said please
tell me his name was not Roger Eller and when she said it was, I lost it.
I spoke with Craven briefly after we got home to express our condolences.
He indicated that when things started going badly they moved quickly and
they did not really have time to notify people.
We called Paula and had a good chat with her. They were doing well, just
got home Sat. from a cruise and a conference in Orlando. She says Cliff
does better traveling and staying stimulated with people around him. She
uses a wheelchair to help him get around when they travel.
Blessings on All!
Dean
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A Tribute to Roger Eller…by Cameron Waggoner
This was recited at the Sneads Ferry Community Theater in which Roger was so active
within. He was originally scheduled to attend this evening event which occurred on the
day of this death. He was unaware that he was to be recognized, however, his family was
able to attend in his absence.
Good evening friends and neighbors,
We are here tonight to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of you, the
performers, the crews, and volunteers of the Sneads Ferry Community Theatre, albeit
with a diminished sense of festivity for many due to the absence of a special person in
our lives. I am aware that for most of us here; there is no need to explain what the name
Eller means to the Community Theatre. There was no Sneads Ferry Community Theatre
before Julia and Roger Eller. They took an idea, and with determination and tenacity of
purpose created a theatre group in a tiny fishing village that has brought joy and laughter
to this community. While some may question the appropriateness of this evening's
festivities, I have no doubt Julia and Roger would have it no other way.
I realize many of you have known Roger Eller far longer and many of you could
undoubtedly deliver a more eloquent tribute. However, I believe everyone who knew
Roger would agree; whether your relationship with Roger was measured in decades,
years, months, or days, the character of our friend was immediately obvious. Roger was a
gentleman, a man of faith, integrity, and courage, a humble man devoted to his family,
committed to his community, and loyal to his friends. Roger was soft spoken, and not a
large man in stature; but our soft-spoken friend from the slopes of the Blue Ridge
Mountains had a heart the size of Texas; and his genuine concern for the people of this
community were not words lacking in substance. Roger was a giant of a man when it
came to his activities and contributions to individuals and the community as a whole. His
daily behavior afforded the best example for the conduct of others, and his strength of
character and moral fiber I can only hope to one day achieve.
As you know, Roger was involved with many organizations in our community, the
Theatre, the Community Council, the Mason's, and his church to name a few. All
organizations devoted to community service, and Roger's dedication to them was
unquestionable. He touched the lives of many people in our community and across the
state, some of us through his mentoring and personal inspiration, others through the
giving of his time and energy. You could always depend on Roger to pitch in where he
could, whether it was keeping our books, heading a fundraiser for a worthy cause,
collecting food for the food bank, or ensuring Bob Benson didn't leave the grits off the
menu at our monthly men's breakfast. Roger as the ideal utility player, able to play a
variety of positions, always ready to go in the game and never missed training camp in an
attempt to negotiate a better contract.
The past few years I was fortunate to have been able to sit down at the dinner table with
Roger a couple times a month. I will miss those dinner conversations very much. I recall
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the conversation we had in his living room the day it became know to everyone that
Roger had been diagnosed with cancer. Roger had hoped to be able to deliver the news to
more of his friends personally. He was not upset that the information went out; I truly
believe Roger wanted people to see and know that while he was ill... he was all right. He
wanted people to know he considered himself blessed, for the life he enjoyed, the family
that he loved, and the many people in his life he called friends. Roger faced this period in
his life exactly in the manner the Roger Eller all of us who knew him, knew he would,
with an unwavering faith in God and personal courage.
To Roger's friends, the sadness we now feel will fade with time, and be replaced with the
fond memories of our dear friend, and be comforted in the knowledge that while Roger's
journey through life on this earth has ended, he has begun his life in that house not made
by hands, eternal in the heavens.
To Nathan, Craven and Missi, you have our sincere condolences for your loss. You can
be proud of your father; not only is Sneads Ferry a far better place because of the work he
did here; those of us who knew him are enriched because of our association with him. I
know I speak for everyone that knew him when I say, we loved him as a brother,
respected him as a man, and admired him for who he was. He will be missed, and you are
in our prayers.
May God bless the soul of our departed friend, Roger Eller.
By: Cameron Waggoner
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********************************

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO THE
ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION!

Kenneth Michel
4012 Longwood Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
Oldest Known Ancestor:
Christian Eller b. 1724 d. 1804 – m. Maria Biffle 1750
Other Family Lines Am Interested In:
Paternal – Michel, Albers, Schafer, Bossert, Eller, Freeman, Stewart,
Mills
Maternal – Brown, Trowbridge, Greer, Brazelton, Emmert,
Coddington, Cline, Nay
Kathryn Lee Andrews
5350 SE David Way
Prineville, OR 97754-8839
Oldest Known Ancestor:
Mary Jane Eller married James Samuel Crane
Christian Gish b. 1735 d. 1796
Sophia Houk/Hook b. 5 Dec 1732 d. 1796
Other Family Lines Interested In:
Beckner, Gish, Moss, Patton, Shoemaker, Stover, Thompson, Weir,
Woodrow, Crane, Houk, Patterson
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EFA member, Anna Bliss, recently attended a seminar at her local computer
club. It was taught by a local genealogist. Here is a list of her favorite internet
sites for doing genealogy research. Anna thought some of you might find this
information helpful and wanted to share it with EFA members.

Cyndi's List - www.cyndislist.com
An alphabetical list of genealogy sites on the Internet. Features 291,000+ links, categorized and
cross-referenced, in over 180 categories. Another 9,900 uncategorized new links. You can find
all of the following sites on Cyndi's List.
ProGenealogist - progenealogists.com/genealogysleuthb.htm
Links to databases and important tools for conducting searches within US records - also has an
International page. This makes a great home page!
Family Search - www.familysearch.org
Sponsored by the LDS church - a great way to start your family search. Site includes Family
History Library Catalog, contribute and preserve your genealogy, order family history resources,
online lessons you can view from home. Original records & Research Wild are part of
FamilySearch - see information below.
Historical Records - https://www.familysearch.org
Part of FamilySearch. Thousands of volunteers are helping to make more free records
available online through the Indexing program. Search the world-wide collections and view
the original record. US and world records - more records added monthly. First time users don't search using the boxes but scroll down and search by location.
Research Wiki - https://wiki.familysearch.org
Part of FamilySearch - Research Wiki is an online genealogy encyclopedia. Search or browse
by topic or location. Free family history research advice for the community, by the community.
Registration and sign in required only if you want to contribute or edit an article.
Mesa Regional Family History Center www.mesarfhc.org - 41 S. Hobson St. Mesa AZ.
Information on hours, location, calendar, specialty classes & workshops. PowerPoint training
and specialty quick-starts are available online in English and Spanish.
RootsWeb.com - www.rootsweb.com
Oldest & largest free genealogy site. Surname lists (1,225,931), mailing lists, World Connect
(over 575 million individuals on searchable family-linked Gedcoms), Social Security Death
Index (SSDI), archives of all e-mail message and mailing lists, county, state and world
resources.
USGenWeb – www.usgenweb.org
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Volunteers providing Internet websites for genealogical research in every county and every state
of the United States. Includes ongoing US census and Tombstone projects.
WorldGen Web - www.worldgenweb.org
Goal is to have every country in the world represented by an online website and hosted by
researchers. Each country is divided into individual provinces, states, or counties.
Ellis Island Passengers - www.ellisislandrecords.org
Ellis Island Passenger arrival records of 17 million people who immigrated through the port of
New York from 1892 - 1924. (Use StephenMorse.com to access Ellis Island with different
search options)
Death Indexes & Records - www.deathindexes.com
This is a directory of online death indexes listed by state and county. Included are death
records, death notices and registers, obituaries, probate indexes, cemetery and burial records.
FreeBMD - freebmd.rootsweb.com
An ongoing project to provide free access to Civil Registration index information for England and
Wales. These are the birth, marriage and death records that began in July 1837. Contains more
than 204,981,576 distinct records. Updated about every six weeks.
Genealogy Links - www.linkpendium.com
A collection of useful genealogy links that is easy to use. Search by location or surname.
Search Engine - www.google.com
A great Internet search engine for genealogy.
Ancestry - www.ancestry.com - $$ - full version free at the MRFHC**
(Many city and county public libraries have access to the Institution version)
For a membership fee you can search their database collection with well over 3.5 billion
names. Has extensive collections including US Census, UK Census, WWl Draftcards,
Historical Newspapers, Passenger Lists, Obituary Collections, German Be Canadian records.
Fold3 - formerly Footnote.com - $$ - free at the Mesa Regional Family History Center
Refocusing efforts on gathering military records. Included are 99% of the Revolutionary War
Pension Files, Vietnam Veterans Memorial, and continuing work on War of 1812, Mexican &
Indian War, Civil War Widow's Pensions. Large collection of City Directories
U.S. National Archives Records Administration - www.archives.gov
Order Online - www.archives.gov/research/order/orderonline.html
Eastern Cherokee Applications 1906-1909
Federal Land Entry Files
Immigration & Naturalization Records
Federal Military Pension Files - Revolutionary War to 1912 (before WW1)
Mailing Lists - Most, but not all, are found through RootsWeb. Mailing lists are interactive email forums that are free for you to subscribe and participate in. You can 'subscribe' and
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'unsubscribe' easily. Be part of a list for one hour or years - everyone receives everyone's emails and can respond or just read and learn. They cover many topics: states, surnames,
countries, counties, ethnic groups, religions, genealogy software, military etc.
E-Mail & Query Etiquette
Make sure your subject line is concise and reflects the information you are seeking: a surname,
related surnames, county, states, country, parish, migration pattern, dates, specific subject.
If you like to hit the 'reply' key so you don't have to type in the address - be sure to change the
subject to reflect your comments. Always be polite and reread your message before you send it
to make sure it makes sense.

**************************************************************

ORDER YOUR EFA COOKBOOK
GREAT PRICE $12.00
CONTACT KAREN PELZMAN
TO ORDER
Kpelzman2003@yahoo.com
509 N POPLAR ST
PARIS, TN 38242
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their
particular family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort. We owe to the present
generation and those of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our
common roots and heritage.
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the
quickest and most efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical
information.
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and
associated family lines worldwide to:
Discover and preserve our historical past
Report current events and ongoing contributions
Develop and expand current family ties
Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments
Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future.
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in
February, May, August and November. Information on all Ellers in the United States and
Europe, from the 17th century to the current time is being gathered and made available.
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known)
and send with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime
membership, payable to the Eller Family Association to:
Karen Pelzman, Secretary/Treasurer
Eller Family Association
509 N. Poplar Street
Paris, TN 38242
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EFA ORGANIZATION
President:

Lauren Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

(281)578-8141
liggett81@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Fred Bame

8744 Bame Road
Colfax, NC 27235

(336)508-3918
fredbame@triad.rr.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Karen Pelzman

509 N. Poplar Street
Paris, TN 38242

(731)644-9057
kpelzman2003@yahoo.com

Directors:

Joe R. Eller

2610 Nantucket Drive
(336)765-7353
Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net

Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, GA 30721

(706)278-1516
eeller@edsshoes.net

Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive
(719)632-2259
Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com
Gene Ellison

137 4th St, PO Box 51
Meldrin, GA 31318

(912)748-4408
gcellison@bellsouth.net

Director & Web Master

Harvey Powers

150 Merrymount Rd
Boydton, VA 23917

(434)689-5549
harv@harveypowers.com

Editor:

Randy Poplin

1911 Tara Place
Dalton, GA 30720

(706)529-7485
rpoplin@dutil.com

Historian:

Dean Eller

2610 Nantucket Drive
(336)765-7353
Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer:
To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association
To report a chance of address
To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles
To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles
To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by
James W. Hook (1957) @ $32 ea
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site.
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org

