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From the President  . . . Lauren Liggett 
Hey cousins! 

It was so good to see a lot of you in North Carolina last month.  Such a 
pretty place and such nice people to spend time with, just a win-win 
situation!  Always a pleasure to meet new people connected to the Eller 
family. 

I have had a wonderful summer.  Dan and I were blessed to go on a tour called Footsteps 
of Paul.  You know those books he wrote in the New Testament?  Like, Thessalonians, 
Corinthians, Philippians, etc.?  Well, now I have been there!  Greece is a beautiful country 
with nice people and good food.  Too bad it’s so far away from here.  We trekked through 
lots of Roman and Greek ruins and learned lots of history on our tour. 

Then a few weeks later we got to fly in to Raleigh/Durham and meet up with some of Dan’s 
distant cousins.  These connections were made due to matches in DNA on Ancestry.  It 
was fun to meet them and find out what they knew about the family.  I am glad that Dan 
and I both have roots in North Carolina.  I always enjoy visiting with family, and drinking 
some Cheerwine with my NC BBQ. ���� 

This month we had to go to Frisco, TX and babysit our 
grandson for a weekend.  That is almost always a fun 
experience too.  It’s always interesting to watch our kids in 
the role of a parent, besides having fun spoiling our grandson 
with trips to the frozen custard stand.  Of course, Granny & 
Grandpa have to have some too! 

What a blessing to have so many good times this summer.  
I’m looking forward to learning more about some of our new 
members that joined us last month.  Please feel free to write 
up an article about yourself and your Eller connection.  We 
would be happy to put it in The Eller Chronicles. 

 

Your cousin and EFA President, 

Lauren Eller Liggett 
missliggy@yahoo.com  

 
  

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
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From the Secretary . . . Ed Eller 
 

Greetings to all of our Eller Family Association members:   

We sure did have a nice EFA Conference 
in Wilkesboro, NC.  Many thanks to 
Christine Walker, our host, who did 
such a wonderful job running the 

Conference. I also want to thank the Wilkesboro Public 
Library for having the nice reception for our EFA group. 
I did not know that the Library did not have the Jacob 
Eller book, so having one of my few that I bought for 
myself, I gave it to the Library. 

During the Conference and since then, we have signed 
up nine (9) new members, so you can see we are growing. 

We sure met a lot of new people at the Conference and I 
feel it was one of the best we have had. 

Below is a list of new members: 

Lydia Brown    Maiden, NC 
Corinne Casper   Henrico, VA 
Joe Thomas Eller   North Wilkesboro, NC 
Larry S. Eller (Kathleen)  Purlear, NC 
Robin Eller Frye   Wilkesboro, NC 
Richard Hunter (Monica)  Lorton, Va 
Shirley Petroline            Sherrils, NC 
Wilma Jean Reynolds  Boomer, NC 
Floyd Kenneth Eller  King, NC 

I am very excited that Steve Eller and his helpers are working on the Jacob Eller 
book to update it. 

Everyone on the Florida, Georgia and SC Coast stay safe with Dorian threatening 

Until next time, 
 

Ed Eller 
EFA Secretary/Treasurer 
kermiteller38@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Eller presenting his book, 
John Jacob Eller and His 
Descendants, to Mara Lynn 
Tugman, Adult Services 
Librarian at the Wilkes County 
Public Library. 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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It is worth noting that the author, Mr. Hinson, published a book in 2013 
(“Discovering Ancient Giants”) that concludes there were giants which he believes 
were the semi-demonic offspring of demons and human women. He also suggests 
these demons may have been “extraterrestrials.”  

In another book (“Angels from the Whirlwind”), Hinson takes on the Freemasons, 
concluding they are anti-Christian and are seeking to build a “new world order.”  

The fact that he has some less-than-mainstream views doesn’t, of course, make his 
genealogical research invalid.  You will need to reach your own conclusion.  

If I can make contact with him, I hope he will give us permission to include a portion 
of his book on our website and give us a way to decide for ourselves.     

   

Harvey Powers 
EFA Webmaster 
harv@harveypowers.com 

mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
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From the Editor . . . Dan Liggett  
This edition of The Eller Chronicles is dedicated to remembering the 16th 
Biennial Eller Family Conference that was held in Wilkesboro, NC on July 
24-28, 2019.   Unless I missed somebody, I counted 58 people who 
attended at least one conference activity, enjoying meeting new Ellers and 
renewing relationships with Ellers met before. It was a great few days.   

Below is a list of attendees to the 2019 Eller Family Conference: 
 

Anna Marie Bliss  Mesa, AZ 
Lydia Brown  Maiden, NC 
Corinne Casper   Henrico, VA 
Dale Church  North Wilkesboro, NC 
Donald Church  North Wilkesboro, NC 
Rusty Dicken  Nolanville, TX 
Darlene Dicken  Nolanville, TX 
Steve Eller  Cornelia, GA 
Jan Eller   Cornelia, GA 
Ed Eller   Dalton, GA 
Betty Eller  Dalton, GA 
Robert Eller  Greenville, SC 
Kristen Eller            Greenville, SC 
Anna Katherine Eller Greenville, SC 
Jeremiah Eller  Greenville, SC 
David G. Eller  Houston, TX 
Larry S. Eller  Purlear, NC 
Kathleen Eller  Purlear, NC 
Patsy Eller  Purlear, NC 
Homer Eller  Purlear, NC 
John C Eller  Rockwell, NC 
Frances Eller  Rockwell, NC 
Tom Eller  Woodland Park, CO 
Anne Eller  Woodland Park, CO 
Joe Thomas Eller  Wilkesboro, NC 
Tony Coles Eller  Wilkesboro, NC 
Reggie H. Eller  Wilkesboro, NC 
Gail Eller Yates  Purlear, NC 
Robin Eller Frye  Mooresville, NC 

Floyd Kenneth Eller Winston-Salem, NC 
Pat Eller  Winston-Salem, NC 
Jacob Elliott  Dahlonega, GA 
Emily Elliott  Dahlonega, GA 
Leo Hardy  New Franklin, OH 
Lois Hardy  New Franklin, OH 
Richard Hunter  Lorton, VA 
Monica Hunter  Lorton, VA 
Jerry Kendall  Young Harris, GA 
Glynda Kendall  Young Harris, GA 
Donn Koenig  Pasadena, MD 
Sue Koenig  Pasadena, MD 
Dan Liggett  Houston, TX 
Lauren Liggett  Houston, TX 
Faye Minton  Wilkesboro, NC 
Shirley Petroline Sherrills Ford, NC 
Randy Poplin  Dalton, GA 
Tammy Poplin  Dalton, GA 
Molly Poplin  Dalton, GA 
Harvey Powers  Midlothian, VA 
Lois Powers  Midlothian, VA 
Wilma Jean Reynolds Boomer, NC 
Ron Reynolds  Boomer, NC 
Christine Walker Wilkesboro, NC 
Jerry T. Walsh  North Wilkesboro, NC 
Carol Walsh  Wilkesboro, NC 
Maggie Wolfe  Columbia, SC 
Judi Nagaran  Columbia, SC 
Roger Wingler  North Wilkesboro, NC 

My personal highlight was finding the Absalom Eller Cemetery with Harvey Powers.  

Please send me any suggestions or submissions for future Chronicles. My contact 
information is found on both the front page and at the end of this publication.  
 

Dan Liggett  
Eller Chronicles Editor 
danliggett@gmail.com

mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
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Board/Directors Meeting Minutes 
The Board/Directors meeting held at the Eller Family Conference in Wilkesboro, NC began at 8am 
EDT on July 28, 2019. Board or Directors present were Lauren Liggett, Anna Bliss, Ed Eller, Christine 
Walker, Emily Cook (new), Harvey Powers (webmaster) and Dan Liggett (editor).  Unable to attend: 
Jerry Kendall, David Eller and Corrine Casper (new).   

As a result of the General Members meeting earlier in the weekend, the Board stayed the same as 
previous years with Lauren Liggett remaining the President, Anna Bliss the Vice-President and Ed 
Eller the Secretary/Treasurer. Harvey Powers remains the Webmaster and Dan Liggett the Editor, 
while the Historian office changed to Dan Liggett. Tom Eller stepped down as a Director and was 
replaced by Emily Cook. Harvey Powers stepped aside as a Director to permit Corrine Casper to 
immediately become a Director without having to amend the EFA By-Laws to increase the number 
of Directors from 5 to 6 as had been discussed in the General Members meeting.  

The By-Laws need to be reviewed by the board soon anyway, but this allows everyone to move 
forward now.  As Webmaster, Harvey participates in the Board/Directors meeting anyway as does 
Editor Dan Liggett.  If any discussion ever comes to a contested vote, the Webmaster and Editor 
positions would not participate per the current By-Laws.  Ed thinks we should amend the By-Laws to 
include the Webmaster and Editor as voting members of the Board/Directors. Increasing the number 
of Directors may also be considered.  The By-Laws will be on the agenda of the next phone meeting, 
so Ed will send out the current By-Laws to the Board/Directors for review prior to the meeting.  Per 
By-Law procedure, any changes proposed by the Board/Directors will be published in the following 
edition of the Eller Chronicles asking for member input.  If no one objects, the changed By-Laws will 
become effective upon the publishing of the Eller Chronicles following the one that contained the 
change proposal. 

During the General Members meeting on Thursday, the location for the next Eller Family Conference 
was discussed. Harvey had suggested Indiana to gather in some of the known line of Ellers there.  Ed 
suggested returning to Hiawassee, GA where many descendants of the John Jacob Eller line are 
located. After some discussion, Steve Eller volunteered to host the conference if it is in Hiawassee. 
That seemed to convince most people to have it in Hiawassee and that became the decision of the 
group. 

Harvey has suggested that we join the Federation of Genealogical Societies (https://fgs.org/ ) at a 
cost of $45 per year.  The FGS mission statement is as follows:  

Representing the members of hundreds of genealogical societies across the United States and 
other nations, the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) is here to link the genealogical 
community by helping genealogical societies strengthen and grow. 

While it would probably be premature to send a delegate to their annual conference in Washington, 
DC on Aug 20-24, it may be worthwhile to send someone next year. Their 2019 agenda can be found 
online here: https://fgs.org/conferences/program/ . Membership in FGS was approved. 

Harvey requested $100 to buy ads on Facebook for the EFA.  Some of this year’s Conference became 
aware of it through our resurrected Facebook page. His request was approved. 

As Secretary/Treasurer, Ed gave a financial report during the General Meeting which will be 
published in the Chronicles after these minutes, but he asked everyone if they thought we needed a 

https://fgs.org/
https://fgs.org/conferences/program/
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detailed budget for the coming year.  We have not really had a budget for the past few years.  Final 
judgement may depend on the By-Laws review, but since the expenses are fairly constant and 
predictable (conference, website and Chronicles expenses), it was not deemed necessary to be 
concerned with a budget at this time. 

Ed reported that at least 10 people became new members during the conference.  The ad hoc 
attendance for the Conference was about 55 with close to 45 people actually registered by the end 
of the Conference. Ed will report the official tally in time for the next Chronicles. 

During the Conference, several special projects were discussed that may need financing.  Everyone 
agreed that these projects should be funded as deemed appropriate with details reported to the 
Board.  

1. Ed Eller trying to get DNA tests of Tennessee Ellers that may be connected to Jacob Eller (“Jake 
the rascal”).  Technically, DNA testing had already been approved, but it was re-affirmed. 

2. Christine Eller Walker trying to track down an old Eller family Bible in German believed to 
have belonged to George Michael Eller and in the possession of Wade Eller. 

3. Steve Eller working on an update to Ed Eller’s book John Jacob Eller and His Descendants. 

In support of Steve Eller’s project, a discussion ensued about helping some of his volunteers get 
copies of Roots Magic if needed. Corrine Casper and Richard Hunter were mentioned. Dan and 
Harvey were charged with investigating options for “sharing” Roots Magic information and costs of 
doing so. They will report back and the board agreed to encourage their participation by underwriting 
the costs. 

Ed found the old EFA banner from conferences past and brought it to the 2019 Eller Family 
Conference.  However, it has seen better days and it will now be retired.  Emily was charged with 
seeing if the Rowan County Library would be interested in it, perhaps framed for display. 

Dan was asked to produce an EFA letterhead so thank you letters could be sent out on behalf of the 
EFA for meritorious service to the Association this year. 

Ed and Steve Eller discussed the Fall work project on Hardy (“Hard”) Washington Eller’s gravestone 
in the Old Smyrna Cemetery near Clayton, Georgia.  Jerry Kendall intends to participate as well. As 
had been agreed in years past, the families of the gravestones needing improvements is to handle 
the cost, but the EFA is willing to advertise the need for donations and maybe even contribute if 
needed. According to the Forest Rangers, the deed that turned over the land to the National Forest 
Service did not include the area of the cemetery, so they can improve it however they see fit. Dan 
mentioned finding a description online where someone describes their journey to find that very 
cemetery, including pictures. The link to that journey is here: 
https://genealogical.wordpress.com/2012/02/26/cemetery-sunday-bradshaw-cemetery-aka-old-
smyrna-church-cemetery-towns-co-ga/ 

The meeting adjourned at 9am. 
  

https://genealogical.wordpress.com/2012/02/26/cemetery-sunday-bradshaw-cemetery-aka-old-smyrna-church-cemetery-towns-co-ga/
https://genealogical.wordpress.com/2012/02/26/cemetery-sunday-bradshaw-cemetery-aka-old-smyrna-church-cemetery-towns-co-ga/
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Eller Family Association 
Income and Expense 

Year end for June 30, 2018 

Year end for June 30, 2019 
 

Income Year end 2018 Year end 2019 
Conference Registration 273,00 1,151.00 
Dues (regular) 525,00 1,090.00 
Dues (lifetime)  500.00 
Sales GME Book 50.00 75.00 
Sales Cookbook 20.00 10.00 
Sales at Conference 1,160.82  
Paypal 61.66  

Total Income 2,090.48 2,826.00 

Expense 
  

Chronicles Publishing 362.44 307.36 
Postage 388.19 283.15 
Cost of Tee Shirts 256,00 517.35 
EFA Website 379.55 494.35 
Office Supplies 188.33 201.68 
Ancestry 299.40 299.46 
Snacks for Conference 68.19  
Conference Awards 60.00  
Conference Banquet 635.58  
Paypal 183.25  

Total Expense 2,820.93 2,103.35 

Net Income (Deficit) (730.45) 722.65 

Cash Balance beginning 2,168.44 1,437.99 

Cash Balance year end 1,437.99 2,159.65 
CD Regions Bank 14,210.00 14,457.00 

Total Cash 15,647.99 16,616.65 
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The Eller Family Association’s 16th Biennial Conference 
Wilkesboro, North Carolina  July 24 - 28, 2019 

 
The afternoon and evening of Wednesday, July 24th, was setup and registration time for the 2019 
Eller Family Association Conference at the Holiday Inn Express in Wilkesboro, NC.  
 

          
Lydia Eller Brown and her son Kevin were some of the first to arrive.  Joe Thomas Eller was another 
early bird.  He brought with him an old picture that he hoped someone could identify. 
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Conference hostess Christine Eller Walker set up a wonderful bulletin board with a county map and 
bits of local Eller information for everyone to enjoy. 
 

      
 

As others arrived, old friendships were rekindled and new ones started, capped off with dinner-on-
your-own. Several gathered at Olive Garden on Wednesday evening for dinner together. Do you 
recognize the people at the table? 
 

 
Jan and Steve Eller, Ed and Betty Eller, Tom and Anne Eller, Corrine Casper, Lee and Lois Hardy, 

Anna Bliss and Lauren Liggett 
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On Thursday, July 27, 2019, the first official meeting of the 2017 EFA Conference was called to order 
at 9:00am.  Over 50 people attended the various functions throughout the conference. 

President Lauren Liggett welcomed everyone to the conference and had Tom Eller offer an 
invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American flag. 
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John C. and Francis Eller, Emily Eller Cook and Betty Eller 

 

 
Emily Eller Cook, Betty Eller (back) 

Jerry Walsh, Christine Eller Walker, Faye Minton, Monica and  Richard Hunter 
 

 
Donn and Sue Koenig (back)     Lois and Lee Hardy (front) 
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Next Christine Eller Walker was recognized as the Conference Hostess and thanked for all her work, 
including the bulletin board that she put together. Then the floor was turned over to Ed Eller  

      

Ed went around the room and had most of the attendees say something to the group, starting with 
new-comer Lydia Eller Brown and David G. Eller. 

  

Lydia Eller Brown    David G. Eller 

David treated the group to a short overview of his recent work with stem cell research. 
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  John C. Eller       Lois Eller Hardy 

          
  Jerry Kendall   Donn Koenig   Sue Koenig 

      
  Steve Eller       Corrine Casper 
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Tom Eller      Anne Eller 

    
        Christine Eller Walker      Faye Minton 

   
   Richard Hunter      Monica Hunter 
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 Anna Eller Bliss      Lauren Eller Liggett 

   
       Rusty Dicken (Darlene)       Jerry Walsh   Joe Thomas Eller 
 
 
 
After most people had spoken to the group, 
we took a break before our special 
speakers. During that time, Christine Eller 
Walker got with Joe to try to identify the 
people in his picture.  She thought it might 
be Jacob M. Eller who was pictured later in 
life in the first volume of the Heritage of 
Wilkes County book near a section about 
Zollie Eller (Joe’s great grandfather). 

And now it was time for the special 
speakers, both associated with the Wilkes 
Genealogical Society. 
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Special Speakers from the Wilkes Genealogical Society 
 

   
      Roger Wingler     Wilma Jean Church Reynolds 
 (President of WGS)      (director of WGS and Eller descendant through Conrad Eller) 
 
Roger Wingler spoke about Ellers in the Civil War, highlighting the Wilkes County Volunteers, 4 of 
which were Ellers. The Volunteers participated in the battles of Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, 
Antietam and more, going all the way to the Appomattox Court House. 2 Ellers are known to have 
been wounded during that time. At Gettysburg, the Wilkes County Volunteers went into the battle 
with 420 men and came out with less than 150. Only about 30 of those were left at Appomattox and 
only one Eller.  Ashe and Caldwell counties had Ellers amongst their solders also. Captured Ellers 
went to Point Lookout, Elmira or Delaware.  Between Ashe, Wilkes and Caldwell counties, 45 Ellers 
were in the Civil War, 14 of them died, at least 3 from disease. 

Jean Reynolds talked about Ellers in Wilkes County, listing Eller statistics from the 1830 census and 
later (handouts were provided). She went on to spotlight the controversy of Conrad Eller and 
explained how there were actually 2 of them, one in Wilkes County and another in Rowan County. 
She told of how some researchers have confused the two of them as one man, even though there 
was some 20 years between them.  Jean is in possession of a family history written by her great-
grandmother that includes details about Conrad Eller in Wilkes County. She graciously provided 
handouts about much of her talk and made them available to the EFA.  The article entitled “A 
clarification of the family of CONRAD ELLER of Wilkes County, NC” later in this edition of the Eller 
Chronicles is from one of those handouts (used with Jean’s permission). 

Jean also announced that the Wilkes Genealogical Society will be hosting the Eller Family Conference 
in the Genealogy Room at the Wilkes County Library on Saturday from 11:30a – 1:30p. 
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After lunch on our own, the conference continued with a brief business meeting since some people 
had to leave by mid-afternoon. The minutes from the last Membership Meeting (July 27, 2017) were 
read and approved. The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved (to be published in the 
Chronicles).  

During the election of officers, Tom Eller asked to resign from his Director’s position of 12 years 
following 2 years as President of the EFA. Thank you for your service Tom! 

The remaining Officers and Directors were asked to remain in their positions except that Dan Liggett 
will be named Historian since he was doing the work anyway. That was approved.  
Nominations were taken to fill Tom’s position as Director and Emily Cook was nominated and 
approved. Anne Eller asked if Corrine Casper could be added to the Directors also. Ed pointed out 
that the By-Laws only called for 5 Directors in addition to the officers, but that the Board would 
consider increasing that number.  Later, in the Board/Directors meeting, Harvey Powers volunteered 
to step aside to let Corrine on as a Director without delay. Below is the final list: 

President:  Lauren Liggett 
Vice President: Anna Marie Bliss  
Secretary/Treasurer: Edward K. Eller 
Directors:  Jerry Kendall, David G. Eller, Christine Walker, Emily Cook, Corrine Casper 
Editor:   Dan Liggett 
Web Master      Harvey Powers 
Historian:  Dan Liggett 

The final business topic was where to do the next Conference in 2021.  Harvey had suggested some 
place new, like Indiana, trying to involve the Ellers from that area.  Ed suggested Hiawassee again. 
After some discussion of both possibilities, Steve Eller volunteered to host it in Hiawassee and that 
pretty much settled it for everyone. Tentative dates will be July 14-18, 2021 in Hiawassee, Georgia. 

As the conference continued, a moment of silence was observed for those who passed away since 
the last conference, including Byron Eller, Devon Dahl and John C. Eller’s sister Betty.  

Next, Tom Eller gave a brief report about the DNA project. The EFA has been 
using FamilyTreeDNA, but some people have been trying AncestryDNA. He tries 
to contact the matches he receives through periodic emails. Some people 
respond, others do not. 75-80 people have been matched through the Eller DNA 
Project.  One of the most notable matches recently was a couple of years ago, a 
fellow from San Antonio who had matches back to immigrants from the 1700s 
was matched with a person in Florida who descended from an immigrant of the 
1850s. How could that be?  It turns out that the 6th brother stayed over in Germany and his family 
immigrated in the 1850s. 

Ed introduced Steve Eller saying that he was going to redo Ed’s book on the John 
Jacob Eller line.  Steve will need help gathering the information and he asked for 
volunteers to help. Lauren Liggett ( (missliggy@yahoo.com ), Richard 
Hunter(rhunter31@gmail.com ) and Corrine Casper(virginiagirl47@comcast.net ) 
said they would help.  Ed’s original research files appear to have been lost in a 
computer crash, but an old GEDCOM was located and given to Steve of Ed’s 
information from about a year before the book was published. This will give 
Steve a head start on entering information.   

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:rhunter31@gmail.com
mailto:virginiagirl47@comcast.net
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When Ed and Steve started talking about it, the job seemed overwhelming.  Corrections need to be 
made and new information needs to be gathered and entered into the Roots Magic software Steve 
will be using.  He also recommended people make use of FindAGrave as a wonderful free tool on the 
internet (www.FindAGrave.com ). Quite often much of the family information is there with names, 
dates of birth/death, children, parents and sometimes even obituaries, but it should still be 
confirmed. Steve asked everyone to put information into FindAGrave and then send it to him as well.  
Send Steve additional information of people in the book at ellerpop1@yahoo.com .   

Ed suggested sending GEDCOM files or Family Group Sheets, which Steve said he could send those 
to people as well if they email him.   

Family Group Sheets can be downloaded from: 
https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms  
http://www.capitalareagenealogy.org/page_18a.htm 

GEDCOM files can be exported from most genealogical software. To learn how to download a 
GEDCOM from Ancestry.com:   https://www.familytreemagazine.com/index.html%3Fp=30634.html 

Jerry Kendall talked about the Ellers in Towns County, Georgia. Eller descendants 
include baseball players, basketball players, ministers, county commissioners, 
sheriffs, restaurateurs and all kinds of things.  Many have ancestors back to great 
grandparents in Towns County. On his Eller and Nichols side, his mother and her 
brothers had more than 125 first cousins. Oddly enough, the oldest was born 
1881 and the youngest in 1951, both Ellers. He says it is hard to find someone in 
the county he’s not related to. His son Alan sings with the Kingsman Quartet and 
his great, great grandmother was Tom Dooley’s sister. 

Ed asked some of the afternoon new comers to introduce themselves. 

Tony Eller spoke briefly, introducing 2 of his siblings who were present (Gail and Reggie) along with 
his daughter Robin. He is the oldest of 5 (4 still living). Their family has been in Wilkes County for 
generations. Tony and his siblings can be found in the EFA database under Travis Adna Eller: 
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I4690&tree=GeorgeMichael01 

 
Gail Eller Yates, Reggie H. Eller, Robin Eller Frye and Tony C. Eller 

Maggie Wolfe told how her mother was Cornelia, her father was William son of Maria, daughter of 
Priscilla Lucretia, daughter of Conrad, son of John Melker, son of Peter Eller. It appears that Maggie 
can be found in the EFA database as Maggie Sheets and you can follow up her tree as she said 
starting with her mother Cornelia: 
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I208&tree=ConradEller 

http://www.findagrave.com/
mailto:ellerpop1@yahoo.com
https://www.ancestry.com/cs/charts-and-forms
http://www.capitalareagenealogy.org/page_18a.htm
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/index.html%3Fp=30634.html
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I4690&tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I208&tree=ConradEller
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Judi Nagaran and Maggie Wolfe 

 
Dale and Donald Church had a printed Ancestry tree that showed their Eller side starting with their 
grandfather William Howard Eller, continuing to their great-grandfather Henry Tyler Eller and finally 
their great-great-grandfather Lee Taylor Eller.  None of these were found in the EFA database, but 
their grandfather was listed on FindAGrave and from there they could be found through their mother 
Birta Mae. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30319610/william-howard-eller Nothing more 
could be found at that time but subsequent searches turned up a mention of their family by Julie N. 
Watts in the May 2000 Eller Chronicles (query on p. 14) and on an Ancestry message board: 
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/boards/thread.aspx?mv=flat&m=325&p=surnames.eller 

 
Dale and Donald Church 

 
Ed gave a summary of the agenda for Friday and Saturday before the meeting broke up. 

After the general meeting ended for the day, many of the newcomers gathered around one 
computer or another to try to figure out connections. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30319610/william-howard-eller
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/may2000.pdf
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/boards/thread.aspx?mv=flat&m=325&p=surnames.eller
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Molly Poplin showing the Eller Family 
Conference t-shirt quilt she made and 
presented it to her grandfather Ed Eller. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
A group went to Plaza Del Sol for some Mexican food for supper 

 
 
And some went to see the 
Tom Dooley play at Fort 
Hamby Park. 
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On Friday, the Eller Tour began of Wilkes County sites. 
The EFA rented a van to transport many of the tourists 
as we headed west of town to the first stop at 
Whippoorwill Village. 

The Village is a collection old of North Carolina 
buildings that have been saved, moved, and restored 
for historical teaching aids to children and tour groups. 

It was started by Edith Carter and her husband in 
Ferguson, NC to preserve some of the area history. A 
retired teacher, Edith wanted to educate people about 
Yadkin Valley history. 
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We were greeted at the entrance by 
Martha Ferguson Carter Martini, 
daughter of founder, Edith Carter. 
Martha would serve as our tour guide. 

 
We started at the chapel, where Martha explained they host 
the occasional wedding, usually outside. 
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Next was the Daniel Boone Museum, 
filled with various artifacts dating back 
to the time when Daniel Boone and his 
wife Rebecca resided in Wilkes 
County, NC. A short video was shown 
about Daniel Boone. 
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Then came the Tom Dooley Museum appropriately named Dooley’s. Another video was shown. 

Thomas C. Dula (June 22, 1845 – May 1, 
1868) was a former Confederate soldier 
who was convicted of murdering Laura 
Foster. Considerable controversy 
surrounded the case. National publicity 
turned Dula's story into a folk legend. 
The Kingston Trio recorded a hit version 
of the murder ballad in 1958. 
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The Yadkin River Jail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jerry Kendall filled in for his long lost 
relative (perhaps). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The jail probably handled some mighty 
tough characters. 
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A replica of the Daniel Boone cabin that 
once existed in Wilkes County. 
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And the general store.  

 
Group Picture 

 
 

Rusty Dicken, Ed Eller, Jerry Kendall, Glynda Kendall, Judi Nagaran, Faye Minton 
Darlene Dicken, Lauren Liggett, Maggie Wolfe, Christine Walker, Sue Koenig, Betty Eller 

Francis Eller, John C. Eller, Emily Cook, Anna Bliss, Dan Liggett, Donn Koenig 
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Lunch at Cagney’s Kitchen 

 
 

 



Page 31 
 

 
After lunch, the Wilkes Heritage Museum 
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James Madison Eller from the George Michael Eller line is part of the exhibit. 
 

And the McNeil Cemetery Database exhibit has its own room. 
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Tributes to the people,  

   
media 

   
 
and even moonshine. 
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Dedicated rooms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And even a “famous” jail 
that one time housed Tom 
Dooley, Anne Foster 
Melton and Pauline 
(Perline) Foster, accused of 
murdering Laura Foster. 
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After the museum, the group 
returned to the conference center 
for a late afternoon session with 
Harvey Powers, EFA Webmaster. 
Harvey started off talking about his 
recent work on the EFA website 
compiling cemetery information. 
His work led him to wonder about 
the whereabouts of the Absalom 
Eller Cemetery in Wilkes County, 
which drove much of the search 
detailed later in this Chronicles.  

He talked about online tools such 
as www.FindAGrave.com and 
www.PeopleLegacy.com  . He also 
explained how much can be found 
with just a simple Google search on something like “cemetery records Wilkes County”.  Harvey also 

discussed his journey on www.Ancestry.com 
where some 10 billion records are available.  He 
talked of his recent experience with paying for and 
using the domestic version. More recently, he tried 
the international version which give him access to 
European records as well.  

He did warn everyone to take everything available 
online with a grain of salt and to verify 
EVERYTHING.  

Harvey said the EFA website had over 52 thousand 
visits in the past year, averaging 149 per day. 

    Lois Hardy with Harvey’s wife Lois Powers   www.ellerfamilyassociation.com  

After Harvey finished, Ed welcomed some late arrivals. 

    
  

http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.peoplelegacy.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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A few new faces made it to this final formal activity of the day. 
 

   
  Larry and Kathleen Eller   Shirley Petroline 

   
 Ken and Pat Eller 

    
Trying to figure out connections afterwards 
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After dinner, back to the room for card games 

  
 
and Farkle 
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On Saturday morning, Harvey Powers (Webmaster) and Dan Liggett (Editor) set off on an adventure 
to try to find the Absalom Eller Family Cemetery.  See the article about it later in this Chronicle. 

   
 

Everyone else was setting up for the Silent Auction

   
 

   
 
  



Page 40 
 

And in the middle of the auction time, many slipped over to the Wilkes County Library, where the 
Wilkes Genealogical Society was hosting an open house for the EFA for a couple of hours.  
 

   
 

Then it was back to the Silent Action to get in their last second bids. 
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And to spend a few moments with friends and relatives they often only see every other year. 
 

   
 Lois Powers talking with Lee Hardy   Ed Eller talking with Harvey Powers 
 

   
     Christine Walker talking with Anna Bliss    Glynda Kendall 
 

   
           Rob Eller (Tom Eller’s son) talking    Patsy Eller (not shown – husband 
  with Lauren Liggett (EFA President)   Homer Eller (Dean Eller’s brother) 
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Before the banquet, it was time for pictures 
 

Christian Eller line 
Donn Koenig, Harvey Powers 
Sue Koenig, Lois Powers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
George Michael Eller line 

Rusty Dicken, Anne Eller, Kristen Eller, Christine Walker 
Darlene Dicken, Jeremiah Eller, Rob Eller, Tom Eller, Anna Katherine Eller 
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John Jacob Eller line 

Back: Jan Eller, Steve Eller, Jerry Kendall, Glynda Kendall, Ed Eller, Betty Eller,  
Lauren Liggett, Dan Liggett, Randy Poplin, Tammy Poplin, Jacob Elliott 

Front:  John C. Eller, Anna Marie Bliss, Francis Eller, Lois Hardy, Lee Hardy, Emily Cook,  
Molly Poplin, Emily Elliott 

 
 

Eller Family Conference 

 
 
Back: Dan Liggett, Glynda Kendall, Steve Eller, Donn Koenig, Rusty Dicken, Rob Eller,  

Betty Eller, Lauren Liggett, Ed Eller, Emily Elliott, Jacob Elliott, Randy Poplin 

Middle: Jerry Kendall, Jan Eller, Sue Koenig, Darlene Dicken, Anne Eller, Kristen Eller,  
Christine Walker, Molly Poplin, Tammy Poplin, Harvey Powers 

Front: John C. Eller, Anna Marie Bliss, Francis Eller, Jeremiah Eller, Tom Eller,  
Anna Katherine Eller, Lois Hardy, Emily Cook, Lois Powers, Lee Hardy 
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Waiting until time to leave for the banquet 
 

   
        Lauren Liggett and Christine Walker 
 

   
 Molly, Randy and Tammy Poplin       Donn and Sue Koenig with Steve Eller 
 

   
Frances and John C. Eller    Darlene and Rusty Dicken 
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Banquet dinner at Brushy Mountain Smokehouse 

   
 

   
   Jan & Steve Eller, Anna Bliss Lauren Liggett     Jean & Ron Reynolds, Jerry & Carol Walsh 
Darlene & Rusty Dicken, Lois & Harvey Powers    Donn & Sue Koenig, Faye Minton, Christine Walker 

   
Jacob & Emily Elliott, Betty & Ed Eller            Francis & John C. Eller 

Emily Cook, Molly Poplin, Tammy & Randy Poplin   Lois & Lee Hardy, Anne & Tom Eller  
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Back to the conference room for the entertainment, EFA Awards and closing remarks. 

 

Jacob Elliot 
provided the 
entertainment 
singing songs 
mostly from the 
60s and 70s, 
including several 
requests.  His wife, 
Emily Poplin Elliot 
joined him for a 
couple of them. 

   
  Distinguished Service Award – Christine Walker  James W. Hook Award – Steve Eller             

                                             
   Steve Eller       Harvey Powers     Dan Liggett 

See you at Hiawassee, GA in 2021 ! 
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A clarification of the family of  
CONRAD ELLER of Wilkes County, NC 

by Wilma Jean Church Reynolds 
There are two men born in Rowan Co. NC, by the name of Conrad Eller. The elder Conrad Eller is 
the one who came to Wilkes Co. NC and died here before 1850. In the past forty years since I have 
been researching Conrad Eller who died here in Wilkes Co. NC, there has been confusion between 
the two men. Which Conrad Eller married Mary Eller in Rowan Co. NC on 8 Aug. 1820, and which 
Conrad Eller is the father of which children. It seems some researchers have determined that the 2 
Conrad Ellers are the same man. Therefore, all the children belong to this one man. This is not true, 
and I will present the research on the elder Conrad Eller who came to Wilkes Co. NC and died here 
before 1850. The younger Conrad Eller stayed in Rowan Co. NC, and appears there on the census in 
1830 through 1860. I have based their ages on the earliest records of the two men. 

The first record of a Conrad Eller I found in Rowan County, NC 
was a Confirmation of a Conrad Eller in 1796, at Peint Church 
(Pine Dutch Lutheran Church). This Church was located 5 miles 
from Salisbury, NC, on Bringle Ferry Road, at the present site of 
Union Lutheran Church. According to local Rowan Co. NC sources 
this could have been one of 2 men named Conrad Eller in Rowan 
Co. NC at the time. The first Conrad Eller was born about 1784, 
and had never been confirmed in the Lutheran Church, due to 
the lack of a Pastor to do so. It seems at this particular period of 
time many children in the same age group as the elder Conrad 

Eller, were being confirmed. The younger Conrad Eller was born in 1797, according to the 1850 
Rowan Co. NC census. If this is correct, he could not be the Conrad Eller confirmed in 1796. This 
information is from The Account Book of Pastor Storch translated from German by Ingrid Seidler. 

The next record of the elder Conrad Eller in the census of 1810, in Rowan Co. NC. By then he is 
married and has children. He is listed as age 16-26, wife age 16-26, and 2 females under 10. 

In 1810, Conrad Eller sold 75 ac. of land in Rowan Co. NC. He had to be 21 years old to sell land. A 
man b. in 1797 would not be old enough to sell land. 

In 1811, Conrad sold 50 ac. Of Land in Rowan Co. NC. 

1819 Bk. 20, p. 219 Conrad Eller sold 75 ac. of land for $100.00, no wife signs, to Christian Eller, this 
land was proved in 1811. What is important about this sale is no wife signs, which means his wife 
was dead, and the land had been from her family. 

By the 1820 census in Rowan Co. NC, the elder Conrad Eller has married before 7 Aug. 1820, and 
has had three children added in the household since 1810 census. This is important to note, as 
there is a Conrad Eller m. 8 Aug. 1820, to Mary Eller, this would have to be the younger Conrad 
Eller, who does not appear on the 1820 census. This helps to define the differences between the 
two men, and which one actually married Mary Eller on 8 Aug. 1820. On the 1850 census the 
younger Conrad Eller's wife is named Mary. The elder Conrad Eller's second wife is never identified 
by name, but is in his household on 7 Aug. 1820, along with two children born between the 1810 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Reynolds is a director of the Wilkes 
Genealogical Society. 

Photo: Wilkes Journal-Patriot 
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and 1820 census. This clearly indicates the younger Conrad Eller is the one who married Mary Eller 
on 8 Aug. 1820. 

 1820 census Rowan Co. NC: 

Conrad Eller 
1 male 16-26, (this male not shown on 1810 with Conrad, maybe son of second wife?)  
1 male 26-45 Conrad b. 1784 
1 female 26-45 second wife 
1 female 16-26 (dau. Sophie Eller, dau. of Conrad and first wife.) 
3 females under 10 dau. (Anna child of Conrad and first wife, and 2 other daus.) 

We do not know when Conrad's first wife died or when he remarried. We do know, he did not have 
a male with him on the 1810 census. We do know he had 2 females Under 10. Sophie Eller Bolin 
was born about 1802, Rowan Co. NC, and Anna Eller was born about 1810, Rowan Co. NC. 

My great-grandmother Rebecca Boldin Pardue, was the granddaughter of Sophie Eller Bolin 
(Bullen) and Charles Bolin (Bullen). She wrote a lot down about the family migration in a biography 
of her father, John Boldin (Bolin, Bullen). In this she tells of the land her grandfather Charles Bolin 
(Bullen) and Conrad Eller bought in Grayson Co. VA and of land they bought Wilkes Co. NC in 1830. 
This farm has been identified and located. Charles Bolin (Bullen) and Sophie Eller were married in 
Rowan Co. NC, on 26 Jan. 1826. Leaving shortly for Grayson Co. VA, Conrad Eller went with them. 
Both had relatives in Grayson Co. VA. A George Eller, a dunkard preacher from Rowan Co. NC, had 
married Christina Bullen. Christina being the great-aunt of Charles Bullen. There are many arrest 
records of George Eller preaching on the streets of Salisbury. Christina's brothers would bail him 
out of jail, finally he was told to leave the county. He and Christina went to Grayson Co. VA. George 
and Christina Bullen had descendants that came to Wilkes Co. NC. 

According to family records, and Rowan Co. NC records, Charles Bullen came into an inheritance 
when he became of age in Rowan Co. NC. It was with this money they moved to Grayson Co. VA, 
and bought land, and later in 1830 in Wilkes Co. NC. With Charles Bullen paying the way. 

Sophie and Charles first two children were born in Grayson Co. VA, Mary in 1828 and John Bolin 
(Bullen, Boldin). Both Conrad Eller and Charles Bolin appear together in 1828, on a Tax Record for 
Grayson Co. VA. 

Charles and Sophie Bolin (Bullen) and Conrad Eller moved from Grayson Co. VA to Ashe Co. NC for a 
short period, and were in Wilkes Co. NC by the 1830 census. Charles and Conrad bought land 
together, in the Brown's Ford area, along the Yadkin River, at the bend of the river, adj. to Amos 
Church. This is where the present-day NC Hwy. 268 and Germantown Road meets. The home place 
was along the creek called Third Creek. There is an old graveyard with several unmarked graves on 
this farm. This is where several of the early Ellers and Bolins (Bullen, Boldin) are buried, including 
Conrad Eller and Charles Bolin. In my Great-grandmothers biography of her father she states that 
her father and ancestors are buried there. 

Charles Bolin (Bullen) died in 1845, after having made the last payment on the farm. The last 
payment was due and Conrad could not come up with his part, therefore Charles sold a horse to 
come up with Conrad's part and paid off the land. The horse was a favorite horse of Charles' 
children and they were heartbroken. After Charles died, Conrad Eller lost the farm for bad debts, 
leaving his family and Charles' family without a home. Conrad died before 1850, in Wilkes Co. NC. 
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The land was sold and a neighbor Amos Church bought it. He told Charles' family they could stay in 
their home. However, Charles' oldest son John Boldin (Bolin, Bullen) went to work for the Hamilton 
Brown Plantation, as an overseer and worked the slaves in the Brown's Ford Yadkin River bottoms, 
until he earned enough money to buy a 100 ac. of land from the Brown Family. This land was 
located a short distance from the land his father bought in 1830. The road became known as 
Germantown Road, so named for the German families that settled there. John built a log cabin 
there for himself and his wife, and one for his mother Sophie and his brothers and sisters. This was 
about 1852. Sophie Eller Bolin remained there until after the Civil War. She and all the children 
except John moved to Carter Co. TN. This was where her oldest daughter Mary"Polly" and her 
husband William Hester lived. She lived in Carter Co. TN until her death, after 1880. 

The Ellers in this Germantown area are separate from other Ellers in Wilkes Co. NC, and are 
thought to be children of Conrad and his first 2 wives. It is noted that Conrad was related to many 
of the other Ellers settled in Ashe and Wilkes Co. NC. 

The younger Conrad Eller, born 1797, of Rowan Co. NC stayed in Rowan Co. NC past 1860 census, 
and is believed to have died there. There are many researchers who have confused the two men, 
named Conrad Eller. They have mixed the children of both Conrad Ellers into one family. But with 
careful examination of the records in both Wilkes and Rowan Counties, it is easy to see they are 
two separate men. 

I am including the census data for both families, in the two different counties of Wilkes and Rowan, 
starting with the 1830 census. The 1830 Rowan Co. NC census is the first census the younger 
Conrad Eller shows up on in Rowan Co. The elder Conrad is on the 1810 census and 1820 census in 
Rowan Co. NC, and appears on the 1830 census in Wilkes Co. NC. My great-grandmother’s 
biography of her father tells when the elder Conrad Eller left Rowan Co. NC, and of his owning land 
with her grandfather Charles Bolin (Bullen) in Grayson Co. VA, moving to Ashe Co. NC for a brief 
time and then coming to Wilkes Co. NC. Grayson Co. VA records support this, as Charles Bolin and 
Conrad Eller do appear on a Grayson Co. VA Tax list for 1828. 

1830 census Rowan Co. NC: 
Conrad Eller (younger) b. ca 1797  
1 male under 5 
1 male 5-9 
1 male 30-39 
2 females under 5 
1 female 30-39 

1830 census Wilkes Co. NC:  
Conrad Eller (elder) 
2 males under 5 (This is Levi b. 1827 and Hugh Montgomery b. 1830.)  
1 male 5-9 (This is Henry Alexander b. 1824) 
1 male 50-59 (Conrad) 
1 female under 5 (This is Malinda b. 1825.) 
1 female 5-9 (This is Pricilla Lucretia b. 1821.) 
2 females 10-14 (This Mirah b. 1823 and Lucy b. 1828.) 

Hugh Montgomery is the last child b. 1830, therefore Conrad's wife may have died at his birth 
since she is not on the census. 
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1840 census Rowan Co. NC: 

Conrad Eller (younger)  
1 male 5-9 
1 male 10-14 
1 male 40-49 
2 females 10-14 
2 females 15-19 
1 female 40-49 
1 female slave under 10 

1840 census Wilkes Co. NC: 
Conrad Eller (elder) b. ca 1785 
1 male 5-9 (Hugh Montgomery b. 1830) 
1 male 10-14 (Levi b. 1827) 
1 male 15-19 (Henry Alexander b. 1824) 
2 females under 5 (grandaus.) 
1 female 5-9 (Pricilla Lucretia b. 1821) 
1 female 15-19 (Malinda b. 1825 
1 female 20-30 (Anna b. 1810 or Mariah b. 1823) 

The 2 females under 5 are probably granddaughters of Conrad. Mariah had a dau. Martha 
Mahaley b. in 1838. 

By the 1850 census in Wilkes Co. NC Conrad Eller is no longer listed. There is an indication he may 
have died about 1846. But I have no proof of the actual date of his death. Conrad was known to be 
a wheeler dealer, and quite often a gambler. He was a master Rock Mason. He built the first rock 
mill house at the waterfalls on Moravian Creek. He and his second wife are buried in unmarked 
graves, on the Germantown Road farm where he lived here in Wilkes Co. NC. 

The Ellers living in the same Hwy. 268 and Germantown Road area are:  

1850 census Wilkes Co. NC: 
#438 

Sophie Bolin 45 Sophie Eller, wd. of Charles Bolin (Bullen) 
Polly   23  Dau. of Sophie and Charles, m. Wm. Hestor. 
John   21 Son of Sophie and Charles.  
Evan   18 Son of Sophie and Charles.  
Hugh   18 Son of Sophie and Charles.  
Charles  12  Son of Sophie and Charles.  
Thomas  9 Son of Sophie and Charles.  
Susan   6 Dau. of Sophie and Charles.  
Sophie   4  Dau. of Sophie and Charles.  

#439 
Wm Hester  21  (Son-in-law of Sophie Bolin) 
Polly  24  (dau. of Sophie Eller and Charles Bolin, this is duplicate listing of Polly,  

              as she is also listed in Sophie's household.) 
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#440 
Mariah Eller  27  Half-sister of Sophie and Anna.  
Mahaley  15  Dau. of Mariah 
John   9 Son of Mariah.  

#1266 
Pricilla Eller  29  Half-sister of Sophie and Anna.  
Martha  11  Dau. of Pricilla. 
James   9  Son of Pricilla.  
Mariah  6  Dau. of Pricilla. 

#1397 
John Laws   42 
Rebecca   41 
Alford  1  7 
Edward   16 
James    14 
David    11 
Daniel    8 
Amanda   2  
Polly    5/12 
Elizabeth Joines 81 
Alexander Eller  26  (Henry Alexander Eller) Half-brother of Sophie and Anna. 
Annis Eller   18 ? this is most likely Edda wife of Henry Alexander.  

#1395 
Montgomery Eller  20  (half-bro. of Anna and Sophie) 
Anna Eller   40  b. Rowan Co. NC half -sis. of Montgomery, full-sister of Sophie.  
Susan    7  (dau . of Anna) 
Thomas   4  (son of Anna) 
Lucy Eller   22  (half-sister of Anna and Sophie, full sister to Montgomery) 
Malinda Eller  25  (half-sister to Anna and Sophie, full-sister to Montgomery and  

                           Lucy)  
Allie    3  (dau. of Malinda and Hamilton Church, Bastardy Bond 1847,  

1850 census Rowan Co. NC: 
Dis.t 31 #1593 

Conrad Eller  53 (younger)  
Mary   52 
Lucy   26 
Jemima  24 
Polly   18 

Jackson  12 
 Jacob   9 
Joseph  7 
Julina   3 
Jincey   1 
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1860 census Rowan Co. NC: 
Jesse Pinkston  26 
Sarah Pinkston  19 
Conrad Eller   75 
Mary Eller   60  
Lucy Eller  40  
Joseph Eller   16 
Peter Eller   4 

I do not have any marriages of the children of the younger Conrad Eller’s children. I believe Joseph 
may have served as a confederate in the Civil War. Is Sarah Pinkston a daughter of Conrad? Lucy is 
still with her father and mother, is she the mother of Peter Eller age 4? 

A lot of researchers have the Rowan Co. NC younger Conrad Eller’s daughter Lucy Eller confused 
with the Wilkes Co. NC older Conrad Eller’s daughter Pricilla Lucretia Eller. This is clearly shown to 
be not true, as on the 1860 Census in Rowan Co. NC census, Lucy is age 40 and still living with her 
parents, and is possibly the mother of Peter age 4. Pricilla Lucretia Eller is on the 1850 census in 
Wilkes Co. NC. Still listed as Lucretia Eller 36, with her children Martha 20, Jane 16, Mariah 15, 
William 10 and grand-daughter Mary Mandy 1. Also, on the 1870 and the 1880 census she is in 
Wilkes Co. NC. Pricilla Lucretia died at the home of her son James Frank Eller, just before 1900 in 
stony Fork Community of Watauga Co. NC. Pricilla Lucretia Eller was never called Lucy but had a 
sister named Lucy who appears on the 1850 census age 22. This Lucy is not found after that. Note 
that Lucy Eller is 26 in 1850 census in Rowan Co. NC and 40 in 1860 census in Rowan Co. NC. 

The children of the older Conrad Eller of Wilkes Co. NC are easily traced and their descendants 
accounted for. 

The younger Conrad Eller of Rowan Co. NC I find no trace of him or his children after the 1860 
Rowan Co. NC census, except for a Joseph Eller who enlisted a confederate in 1862. This Joseph 
could possibly be the son of Conrad Eller of Rowan Co. NC. I believe they may have relocated. 

I have a lot of information on the Wilkes Co. NC Conrad Eller descendants. I will be willing to share 
with others. I hope this information will be of help to other researchers trying to figure the 
difference between the two Conrad Ellers. I would love to hear from anyone researching either 
Conrad Eller. 

Wilma Jean Church Reynolds 
jeanreynolds@wilkes.net 

 
This article can also be found on the EFA website at 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/conrad_eller2.pdf 
 

Information about the Wilkes Genealogical Society can be found at: 
http://www.wilkesgensoc.net/      ,       https://www.facebook.com/groups/444905938904126/ 

 and at 
https://www.journalpatriot.com/news/keepers-of-the-past/article_82c3e412-a83b-11e7-8b7a-

c74a7f01c01d.html 

  

mailto:jeanreynolds@wilkes.net
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/conrad_eller2.pdf
http://www.wilkesgensoc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/444905938904126/
https://www.journalpatriot.com/news/keepers-of-the-past/article_82c3e412-a83b-11e7-8b7a-c74a7f01c01d.html
https://www.journalpatriot.com/news/keepers-of-the-past/article_82c3e412-a83b-11e7-8b7a-c74a7f01c01d.html
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Finding the Absalom Eller Cemetery 
by Harvey Powers 

There are a number of records that indicate there is an Eller family cemetery “on a hill near the old 
Eller home” west of Parsonville Road in Wilkes County, NC.  It supposedly contains the graves of 
Absalom Eller, James Madison Eller and Nancy Vannoy Eller.1 

Prior to the 2019 Eller Family Association Conference in nearby 
Wilkesboro, Dan Liggett and I corresponded about trying to locate 
the “Absalom Eller Cemetery.” Dan had made progress with 
topographical maps and had located two potential sites.  

Years earlier, a would-be visitor wrote on the Find-A-Grave 
website that it did not appear to be located at the GPS coordinates 
offered and that his attempt to find it was abandoned because 
most of the land was privately owned and fenced. He said neighbors he questioned knew of no such 
cemetery. 2 

Joyce and George F. McNeil were able to survey 765 cemeteries in Wilkes County and they published 
the results of their efforts in 1995. They were able to locate the Absalom Eller Cemetery on August 
18, 1989.  Their directions are part of their cemetery record now in the hands of the Wilkes Historical 
Society. 

Those directions, obtained more than 25 years ago, indicated a 
“farm road” off Parsonville Road (Rt. 1300) about .29 miles south 
of Eller Road, crossing a creek (the North Prong of the Lewis Fork 
Creek). It described a way to the “Old Eller home” and a way from 
there to the cemetery. 3 

On July 27, 2019, Dan Liggett and I looked for that “farm road” and 
found only a 30+ foot overgrown drop to the creek below. We saw 
what may have once been the foundation of a bridge across the 
creek. We abandoned that access as impossible for two older men 
with no climbing equipment. 

Google maps and aerial photographs obtained by Dan showed a 
farm-road/path from south of the area in the McNeil description. 
It also showed a cleared area where there might be the remains of 
a home. So, we retreated to the “Old 421 Highway” and circled 
around south of the target area.  

We found that road/path and a metal gate which had been left 
unlocked and open. It was clear that this road/path was being used 
and was passable in our small SUV, at least for a distance.  We 
drove thru the mostly-open field to the point where the path 
entered a heavily wooded area where we got out and walked.  

We made an easy half-mile hike in relatively pleasant weather on 
a cleared roadway that covered mostly level ground.  
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We discovered we were not alone. There was a pick-up truck and 
a shed at the point where we hoped to find the “Old Eller home.”  
That explained the open gate. 

We shouted “hello,” with the hope anyone there would not take 
us for a deer or trespasser.  

We were met by Kin Church and his friend Ken Mikeal who after a 
few minutes realized we were no threat. They had set up a 
shooting range across about a thousand feet of the valley below 
and were doing some maintenance. Mr. Church, who owned the 
land, used it for raising timber. He and his friends also hunt in this 
area. 

We told them we were looking for an old, abandoned cemetery 
that was supposedly visible from the Eller home place. Church 
indicated his shed, where we were, was located in the area where 
the home had been (36.185966, -81.311407).  All that remained 
was the well and some stones that might have been part of the 
foundation. 

As for the cemetery, he said, “Well, it’s right over on that hill.”  He pointed west.  

These two strangers then left their project to show us two “tenderfoot explorers” the way.  

“Right over on that hill” turned out to be quite a hike, down into a valley, through heavy underbrush, 
up a steep (really steep) hill, through an area where Church had planted pines, up another steep hill 
to an overgrown area under huge, old tree that probably stood there when our Eller ancestors were 
buried. 

         
The cemetery area (at 36.1847891, -81.314958) was overgrown but there were the remains of a 
barbed-wire fence that once set it apart from what is now forest.  
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As we examined the stones, our two guides made an effort to clear the area so we could find all the 
graves. One cannot help but admire the hospitality shown by these two gentlemen who were 
strangers a half-hour earlier.  

We found 11 markers. One of the stones was unmarked but clearly indicated a grave. The other ten 
stones had some markings.  Several were broken. One had to be dug out of the dirt to be read. Dan 
photographed them all. He put those photographs on Find-A-Grave along with the better GPS 
location. 

          
      DSCN2494         DSCN2498  DSCN2507  DSCN2510 

          
      DSCN2512        DSCN2513  DSCN2514        DSCN2515 

         
DSCN2516         DSCN2519    DSCN2518 

Absalom 
Eller 

Cemetery 
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Here’s what we found and whose graves we believe them to be (in the George Michael Eller 
database). The DSCN number is the image on Dan’s camera. The “I-number” is the individual number 
in the Eller Family Association online George Michael Eller database. 4 

DSCN2494 I566 Nancy Louisa wife of James M. Eller Born Oct. 5, 1847 Died Dec. 15, 1929 

DSCN2498 I240 Jas M. Eller Born June 17, 1840 Died July 15, 1920 

DSCN2507 I701 Cora Maie dau of J.M. & N.L. Eller Born June 18, 1883  Died xxx 20, 1904 
            aged 20 Ys XXXXXXXXX (born - red clay part, died is bottom half of 
            marker / upper in pic) 

DSCN2510 I1613 Grace Eller daug of John C. & Ethel G. Eller Jan 10, 1911 June 2, 1911 
                                    - Granddaughter of James Madison; Dau of John G. Eller 

DSCN2512 I230 In Memory of Sarah Eller born Feb 16, 1805 died March 6, 1875.  
                                     - Sarah Reynolds Eller, Wife of Absalom 

DSCN2513 xxx At Rest Sallie Dau of J.M. & N.L. Eller born Dec 15, 1876 Died Apr 13, 1877  
                                    - new child of James Madison Eller, died as infant 
DSCN2514 xxx ? M E       (may be DME, CME or GME) 
                                     - I cannot connect it to any of the Absalom or James Madison children, unless 
                                     Mathias (1831-1863), son of Absalom and Sarah, has a first name we don’t  
                                     know. His stone appears to be similar to his mother and father’s (simple, just  
                                     initials). And he died relatively young, age 20, with no wife shown, and  
                                     might logically be buried with his parents. 

DSCN2515 xxx S  E  (different stone from DSCN2516  below) 
            - It could be Simeon Eller, son of Absalom & Sarah, born 1803, for whom we  
             have little information. The appearance of this stone would be consistent  
             with his mother and father. 

DSCN2516 xxx S E (different stone from DSCN2515 above) 
                                    - I believe this or DSCN2515 to be the original marker for Absalom’s wife 
                                    Sarah, and stone DSCN2512 above, which is more modern looking, to have  
                                    been added later with the wording “In memory of.” This stone looks a lot like  
                                    the Absalom stone and would be consistent with that era. 

DSCN2517 I229 A  E 
            - Likely Absalom Eller (James Madison’s Eller Father, for whom the  
            cemetery is named) 

DSCN2519 xxx ???  - Unmarked Field Stone; certainly a Grave marker. (might be an infant  
            child that we don’t have listed or possibly William Harrison Eller. All  
            complete speculation. 
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Kin Church, Ken Mikael & Harvey Powers          Dan Liggett & Harvey Powers 

Following our investigation and the photographing of the stones, our guides led us back to the point 
where we started.  Downhill is a lot easier than uphill! 

         
 
We were able to visit two other cemeteries before returning to the 
Eller Conference.  More on that in another article. 
 
For larger pictures in a slide show, go to 
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/newfeature14.php   
 
Information about the Absalom Eller Family Cemetery can be 
found on the EFA website at 
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmap.php?cemeteryID=1&tree=GeorgeMichael01 
 
This article can be also be found at 
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/AbsalomEllerCemeteryFinding.pdf 
 
An expanded and more detailed explanation of the journey written by Dan Liggett can be found at 
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/AbsalomEllerCemeteryJourney.pdf  

 

 
1 http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/Ellers_of_Wikes_Co.pdf page 12 
2 Searched a one mile radius from the coordinates given and no cemetery found. Locals in the area didn’t know about 
it. Much of the land is swamp and most of the rest is electric fenced farm land. I'd try again if I have better directions. 
Sorry.  Filed sometime after 2012. 
3 Joyce Dancy McNeil and George Franklin McNeil Family History Collection papers are the property of the Wilkes 
Heritage Museum in Wilkesboro, North Carolina. 
4 http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I229&tree=GeorgeMichael01 

Beside markers 
for  James 

Madison Eller 
and Nancy 

Louisa 
(Vannoy) Eller 

http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/newfeature14.php
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmap.php?cemeteryID=1&tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/AbsalomEllerCemeteryFinding.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/AbsalomEllerCemeteryJourney.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/Ellers_of_Wikes_Co.pdf
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I229&tree=GeorgeMichael01
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On The Lighter Side 
 

Genealogy Quips 

“My ancestors are so hard to find; they must have been in a witness protection program!” 

Eventually, all genealogists come to their census. 

Genealogists: The only people who are excited to read obituaries. 

“Done! Everything in the family tree has been found and is completely organized” — said no 
genealogist. Ever. 

Genealogist: Disturbs the dead and irritates the living. 

Genealogy is like playing hide and seek: They hide… we seek! 

“I’m not stuck, I’m ancestrally challenged.” 

Gene-Allergy: It’s a contagious disease, but we love it. 

Genealogy: Where the answer to one problem leads to two more! 

“My husband calls cemeteries ancestor farms.” 

“I’m more interested in what happened in 1816, than what’s happening today in 2016” 

Wife to husband: “Never mind the children, do you know where your second great-grandparents 
are tonight?” 

Only a genealogist views a step backwards as progress. 

“I used to have a lot of free time… then I discovered genealogy.” 

“I collect dead relatives!” 

“My ancestors did WHAT?” 

A pack rat is hard to live with, but makes a mighty fine ancestor. 

“I want to find ALL of them! So far I only have a few thousand.” 

“I think my ancestors had several “bad heir” days.” 
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Eller Books on Sale 
A limited number of a definitive book on Eller genealogy, George Michael Eller and 
Descendants of His in America (1995 reprint of the 1957 edition), written by James W. 
Hook is still available for sale from the EFA. Make your check or money order for $25 US to 
Eller Family Association. Order from Ed Eller (address below):    kermiteller38@gmail.com 

  

   
 

 Ed Eller 
Eller Family Association 

 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
Dalton, GA  30720 
 
 

Eller Cookbooks Available 
An Eller Cookbook was commissioned by the EFA in 2011. 
Copies are still available for $10, postage paid, also from Ed 
Eller (address above): kermiteller38@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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Sales Tax only applicable if you are purchasing from Texas. 
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Register Now As An EFA Member on the Eller Website 
A special section on the Eller Family Association website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com) 
is just for EFA members and will allow access to the current year’s Chronicles, our 
membership list and other members-only features. But, to ensure that it’s open only to EFA 
members, you need to register. This is important, especially for members who receive their 
edition of the Chronicles by e-mail. You can go to the website and look for the login link 
near the top left of the page (in the brown stripe). Then click on “Don't have a login? 
Register for a New User Account.” near the bottom of the popup box. Or you can click on 
this address: http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php 

 
 

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular 
family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present generation and those 
of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage. 
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most 
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.   
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated 
family lines worldwide to: 
 Discover and preserve our historical past 
 Report current events and ongoing contributions 
 Develop and expand current family ties 
 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 
 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, 
May, August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 
17th century to the current time is being gathered and made available. 
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send 
with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the 
Eller Family Association to:  

Ed Eller 
    Eller Family Association 
    1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
                       Dalton, GA  30720 
 
Gift memberships are now available also.  Give the gift of family.  
 

Give a new one year membership for $20 
Give a lifetime membership for $200 

 Give 2 new memberships for $35 
Give 3 or more new memberships at a rate of $15 each 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php
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 Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee 

along with your application for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 
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Remember…please enclose the total membership fees 
along with the applications for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 

GIFT 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 
 
 
 
President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President:  Anna Marie Bliss  4217 East Carmel Ave (480) 396-3364 
     Mesa, AZ  85206  ajbliss3343@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706) 278-1516 
     Dalton, GA 30720 kermiteller38@gmail.com 
   
Directors: Jerry Kendall 1700 Kendall Rd.  (706) 970-0244 
   Young Harris, GA 30582 jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com  
 
 David G. Eller      PO Box 572216  (713) 952-9400 
   Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com  
  
   Christine Walker 695 Old NC Highway 268 (336) 921-3430 
     Wilkesboro, NC 28697    
  
   Emily Cook 1887 Slater Rd.  (704) 200-8144 
     Charlotte, NC 28216 ecook0821@gmail.com    

 
 Corinne Casper 1598 Heritage Hill Dr. (804) 248-8235 
   Henrico, VA 23238 virginiagirl147@comcast.net  
 
Editor: Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 
 
Web Master     Harvey Powers 4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 (434) 247-0317 
   Midlothian, VA 23112 harv@harveypowers.com 
  
Historian: Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 
  
  
 
Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 
 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 
 To report a change of address 
 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 
     James W. Hook (1995 reprint of 1957 edition) @ $25 ea 
 
 
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  
 
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 
 
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org  or www.ellerfamilyassociation.com   
 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:ajbliss3343@yahoo.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:davideller@msn.com
mailto:ecook0821@gmail.com
mailto:virginiagirl147@comcast.net
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
http://www.eller.org/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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